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FOREWORD 


THE IMPORTANCE OF this series lies in the extraordinary diar- 
acter of the office of President of the United States. 

A President’s written and spoken words can command national 
and international attention if he has within him the power to attract 
and hold that attention. It is partly through the use of this power 
that leadership arises, events are molded, and administrations take 
their shape. 

It is this power, quite as much as powers written into the Constitu- 
tion, that gives to the papers of Presidents their peculiar and revealing 
importance. 




PREFACE 


IN THIS VOLUME are gathered most of the public messages and 
statements of the President of the United States that were released 
by the White House during the period April 12-December 31, 1945. 
Similar volumes covering the remaining years of President Truman’s 
ad m inistration are under preparation. 

Annual volumes covering the administration of President Eisen- 
hower are also available. Current plans call for the publication of 
volumes containing the public messages and statements of President 
Kennedy shortly after the beginning of each calendar year. 

This series was begun in 1957 in response to a recommendation of 
the National Historical Publications Commission (44 U.S.C. 393). 

An extensive compilation of the messages and papers of the Presi- 
dents, covering the period 1789 to 1897, was assembled by James D. 
Richardson and published under congressional authority between 1896 
and 1899. Since that time various private compilations were issued, 
but there was no uniform, systematic publication comparable to the 
Congressional Record or the United States Supreme Court Reports. 
Many Presidential papers could be found only in mimeographed White 
House releases or as reported in the press. The National Historical 
Publications Commission therefore recommended the establishment of 
an oflEcial series in which Presidential writings and utterances of a 
public nature could be made promptly available. 

The Commission’s recommendation was incorporated in regulations 
of the Administrative Committee of the Federal Register issued under 
section 6 of the Federal Register Act (44 U.S.C. 306) . The Committee’s 
regulations, establishing the series and providing for the coverage of 
prior years, are reprinted at page 614 as “Appendix D.” 
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Preface 


CONTONT AND ARRANGEMENT 

The text of this book is based on Presidential materials issued during 
the period April 12-December 31, 1945. A list of White House re- 
leases from which final selections were made is published at page 591 
as “Appendix A,” 

The full text of President Truman’s news conferences is here pub- 
lished for the first time, since direct quotation of the President’s replies 
usually was not authorized. Four meetings with special groups — 
numbered in source materials as News Conferences ii, 13, 36, and 39 — 
were not in fact news conferences and are not included in diis volume. 

Proclamations, Executive orders, and similar documents required 
by law to be published in the Federal Register and Code of Federal 
Regulations are not repeated. Instead, they are listed by number and 
subject under the heading “Appendix B” at page 603. 

The President is required by statute to transmit numerous reports 
to Congress. Those transmitted during the period covered by this 
volume are listed at page 613 as “Appendix C.” 

The items published in this volume are presented in chronological 
order, rather than being grouped in classes. Most needs for a classi- 
fied arrangement are met by the subject index. For example, a reader 
interested in veto messages will find them listed in the index under 
the heading “veto messages.” 

The dates shown at the end of item headings are White House 
release dates. In instances where the date of the document differs 
from the release date that fact is shown in brackets immediately fol- 
lowing the heading. Other editorial devices, such as text notes, foot- 
notes, and cross references, have been held to a minimum. 

Remarks or addresses were delivered in Washington, D.C., unless 
otherwise indicated. Similarly, statements, messages, and letters were 
issued from the White House in Washington unless otherwise indicated. 
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Preface 


Original source materials, where available, have been used to pro- 
tect against substantive errors in transcription. In maintaining the 
integrity of the tex^ valuable assistance was furnished by Dr. Philip C. 
Brooks and Philip D. Lagerquist of the Truman Library. David D. 
Lloyd, former Administrative Assistant to President Truman, assisted 
in the selection and annotation of materials. 

The planning and publication of this series is under the direction 
of David C. Eberhart of the Office of the Federal Register. The editor 
of the present volume was Warren R. Reid, assisted by Mildred B. 
Berry and Dorothy M. Jacobson. Frank H. Mortimer of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office developed the typography and design. 

Wayne C. Grover 
Archivist of the United States 


John L. Moore 

Administrator of General Services 
October 7, 1961 
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Statement by the President After Taking the Oath of 
Office. April 12, 1945 

‘HE WORLD may be sure that we will prosecute the war on both 
onts, east and west, with all the vigor we possess to a successful 
inclusion. 

DTE: The oath of office was adminis- ence would be held in San Francisco on 
red by Chief Justice Harlan F. Stone April 25 as President Roosevelt had 
7:09 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the directed. 

T'hite House. Shordy thereafter the The foregoing statement was released 
resident announced through an as- at 8:10 p.m. 
stant that the United Nations Confer- 


Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress. 

April 16, 1945 

fr. Speaker, Mr. President, Members of the Congress: 

It is with a heavy heart that I stand before you, my friends and col- 
agues, in the Congress of the United States. 

Only yesterday, we laid to rest the mortal remains of our beloved 
resident, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. At a time like this, words arc 
ladequate. The most eloquent tribute would be a reverent silence. 

Yet, in this decisive horn:, when world events are moving so rapidly, 
IT silence might be misunda-stood and might give comfort to our 
lemies. 

In EQs infinite wisdom. Almighty God has seen fit to take from us a 
reat man who loved, and was beloved by, all humanity. 

No man could possibly fill the tremendous void left by the passing 
E that noble soul. No words can ease the aching hearts of untold mil- 
ons of every race, creed and color. The world knows it has lost a 
eroic champion of justice and freedom. 

Tragic fate has thrust upon us grave responsibilities. We must carry 
a. Our departed leader never looked backward. He looked forward 
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and moved forward. That is what he would want us to do. That is 
what America will do. 

So much blood has already been shed for the ideals which we cherish, 
and for which Franklin Delano Roosevelt lived and died, that w'e dare 
not permit even a momentary pause in the hard fight for victory. 

Today, the entire world is looking to America for enlightened leader- 
ship to peace and progress. Such a leadership requires vision, courage 
and tolerance. It can be provided only by a united nation deeply de- 
voted to the highest ideals. 

With great hxmiility I call upon all Americans to help me keep our 
nation united in defense of those ideals which have been so eloquently 
proclaimed by Franklin Roosevelt. 

I want in turn to assure my fellow Americans and all of those who 
love peace and liberty throughout the world that I will support and 
defend those ideals with all my strength and all my heart. That is my 
duty and I shall not shirk it. 

So that there can be no possible misunderstanding, both Germany 
and Japan can be certain, beyond any shadow of a doubt, that America 
will continue the fight for freedom until no vestige of resistance remainsi 

We are deeply conscious of the fact that much hard fighting is still 
ahead of us. 

Having to pay such a heavy price to make complete victory certain, 
America will never become a party to any plan for partial victory! 

To settle for merely another temporary respite would surely jeopardize 
the future security of all the world. 

Our demand has been, and it Unconditional Surrender! 

We will not traffic with the breakers of the peace on the terms of the 
peace. 

The responsibility for making of the peace — ^and it is a very grave 
responsibility— must rest with the defenders of the peace. We are not 
unconscious of the dictates of humanity. We do not wish to see unneces- 
sary or unjustified suffering. But the laws of God and of man have 
been violated and the guilty must not go unpunished. Nothing shall 
shake our determmation to punish the war criminals even though we 
must pursue them to the ends of the earth. 
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Lasting peace can never be secured if we permit our dangerous op- 
ponents to plot fumre wars with impunity at any mountain retreat — 
however distant. 

In this shrinking world, it is futile to seek safety behind geographical 
barriers. Real sectuity will be found only in law and in justice. 

Here in America, we have labored long and hard to achieve a social 
order worthy of our great heritage. In our time, tremendous progress 
has been made toward a really democratic way of life. Let me assure 
the forward-looking people of America that there will be no relaxation 
in our efforts to improve the lot of the common people. 

In the diflEcult days ahead, unquestionably we shall face problems of 
staggering proportions. However, with the faith of our fathers in our 
hearts, we do not fear the future. 

On the battlefields, we have frequently faced overwhelming odds — 
and won ! At home, Americans will not be less resolute ! 

We shall never cease our struggle to preserve and maintain our 
American way of life. 

At this moment, America, along with her brave Allies, is paying 
again a heavy price for the defense of our freedom. (With characteristic 
energy, we are assisting in the liberation of entire nations^ Gradually, 
the shackles of slavery are being broken by the forces of freedom. 

All of us are praying for a speedy victory. Every day peace is delayed 
costs a terrible toll. 

The armies of hberation today are bringing to an end Hitler’s 
ghastly threat to dominate the world. Tokyo rocks under the weight 
of our bombs. 

The grand strategy of the United Nations’ war has been deter min ed — 
due in no small measure to the vision of our departed Commander in 
Chief. We are now carrying out our part of that strategy under the 
able direction of Admiral Leahy, General Marshall, Admiral King, 
General Arnold, General Eisenhower, Admiral Nimitz and General 
MacArthur. 

I want the entire world to know that this direction must and vwU 
remain — unchanged and unhampered] 

Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our 
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country can never be repaid. They have earned our undying grati- 
tude. America will never forget their sacrifices. Because of these sacri- 
fices, the dawn of justice and freedom throughout the world slowly 
casts its gleam aaoss the horizon. 

Our forefathers came to our rugged shores in search of religious tol- 
erance, political freedom and economic opportunity. For those fun<!a- 
mental rights, they risked their lives. We well know today that such 
rights can be preserved only by constant vigilance, the eternal price of 
liberty! 

Wi thin an hour after I took the oath of office, I announced that the 
San Francisco Conference would proceed.^ We will face the problems 
of peace with the same courage that we have faced and mastered the 
problems of war. 

In the memory of those who have made the supreme sacrifice — in the 
memory of our fallen President— o'e shall not fail! 

It is not enough to yearn for peace. We must work, and if necessary, 
fight for it The task of creating a sound international organization is 
complicated and difficult Yet, without such organization, the rights 
of man on earth cannot be protected. Machinery for the just settlement 
of international differences must be found. Without such machinery, 
the entire world will have to remain an armed camp. The world will 
be doomed to deadly conflict, devoid of hope for real peace. 

Fortunately, people have retained hope for a durable peace. Thought- 
ful people have always had faith that ultimately justice must triumph. 
Past experience surely indicates that^ without justice, an enduring peace 
becomes impossible. 

In bitter despair, some people have come to believe that wars are in- 
evitable. With tragic fatalism, they insist that wars have always been, 
of necessity, and of necessity wars always will be. To such defeatism, 
men and women of good will must not and can not yield. The outlook 
for humanity is not so hopeless. 

During the dark hours of this horrible war, entire nations were kept 
gomg by something intangible— hope! When warned that abject sub- 

^ See note to Item 1. 
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mission offered the only salvation against overwhelming power, hope 
showed the way to victory. 

Hope has become the secret weapon of the forces of liberation! 

Aggressors could not dominate the human mind. As long as hope 
remains, the spirit of man will never be crushed. 

But hope alone was not and is n6t suflScient to avert war. We must 
not only have hope but we must have faith enough to work with other 
peace-loving nations to maintain the peace. Hope was not enough to 
beat back the aggressors as long as the peace-loving nations were unwill- 
ing to come to each other’s defense. The aggressors were beaten back 
only when the peace-loving nations united to drfend themselves. 

If wars in the future are to be prevented the nations must be united 
in their determination to keep the peace under law. 

Nothing is more essential to the future peace of the world than con- 
tinued cooperation of the nations which had to muster the force neces- 
sary to defeat the conspiracy of the Axis powers to dominate the 
world. 

Wl^ile these great states have a special responsibility to enforce the 
peace, their responsibility is based upon the obligations resting upon all 
states, large and small, not to use force in international relations except 
in the d^ense of law. The responsibility of the great states is to serve 
and not ^dominate the world. 

To build a foundation of enduring peace we must not only work in 
harmony with our friends abroad, but we must have the united support 
of our own people. 

Even the most experienced pilot cannot bring a ship safely into 
harbor, unless he has the full cooperation of the crew. For the benefit 
of all, every individual must do his duty. 

I appeal to every American, regardless of party, race, creed, or color, 
to support our efforts to build a strong and lasting United Nations 
Organization. 

You, the MembCTs of the Congress, surely know how I feel. Only 
with your help can I hope to complete one of the greatest tasks ever 
assigned to a public servant. With Divine guidance, and your help, we 
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will find the new passage to a far better world, a kindly and friendly 
world, with just and lasting peace. 

With confidence, I am depending upon all of you. 

To destroy greedy tyrants with dreams of world domination, we 
cannot continue in successive generations to sacrifice our finest youth. 

In the name of human decency and civilization, a more rational 
method of deciding national differences must and will be found! 

America must assist suffering humanity back along the path of peace- 
ful progress. This will require time and tolerance. We shall need also 
an abiding faith in the people, the kind of faith and courage which 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt always had! 

Today, America has become one of the most powerful forces for good 
on eartL We must keep it so. We have achieved a world leadership 
which does not depend solely upon our military and naval might. 

We have learned to fight with other nations in common defense of 
our freedom. We must now learn to live with other nations for our 
mutual good. We must learn to trade more with other nations so that 
there may be— for our mutual advantage— increased production, in- 
creased employment and better standards of living throughout the 
world. 

May we Americans all live up to our glorious heritage. 

In that way, America may well lead the world to peace and prosperity. 

At this moment, I have in my heart a prayer. As I have assumed 
my heavy duties, I humbly pray Almighty God, in the words of King 
Solomon: 

“Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good and bad; for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people ?” 

I ask only to be a good and faithful servant of my Lord and my 
people. 

note: The President spoke in the House dress was broadcast over the major radio 
chamber shortly after i p.m. The ad- networks. 
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3 Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Extending 
the Lend-Lease Act. April 17, 1945 

THIS IS the third time that the Lend-Lease Act has been extended by 
the Congress — each time by overwhelming majorities. 

This mighty instrument for victory is one of the growing monu- 
ments to the boldness, imagination and elective statesmanship of 
Franklin Roosevelt. 

At a critical time in the history of this country, he saw the vital need 
for aiding those who were fighting against Axis aggression and oppres- 
sion all over the world. 

The wisdom and efiectiveness of that vision are being shown every 
day on the batdefronts all over the world. 

On the Western European front— the British, the French, the Dutch, 
the Belgians and other Allied forces have been equipped in part with 
lend-lease guns and other munitions; and, shoulder to shoulder with 
our men are fighting their way into the heart of Nazi Germany. 

In Italy— American, British, Polish, Brazilian and other Allied armed 
forces are joined in a common effort to speed final victory. 

On the eastern front— the Soviet forces, aided by lend-lease supplies, 
are striking blows which are breaking the back of Nazi military power. 

In the Far East— the Chinese, the British, the Australians, the New 
Zealanders, the Dutch and other fighting Allies, have joined vpith us 
in a combined attack which is now beating at the doors of Tokyo. 

Lend-lease has been an eflfective instrument to help assure a complete 
United Nations victory with the least cost in American and Allied 
lives. 

Lend-lease will be carried on until the unconditional surrender or 
complete defeat of Germany and Japan. 

note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 2013) is Public Law 31, 79th Congress (59 
Stat. 52). 
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4 The President’s News G)nference of 
April 17, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] Thc first thing I want to do to you is to read the 
rules. 

“News emanating from the President’s conferences with thc press 
will continue to be divided in categories already known to you, and in 
keeping with the practice of President Roosevelt’s news meetings with 
the press. 

“These cat^ories are: first, off the record, confidential announce- 
ments which are to be kept secret by the newspapermen attending the 
conferences and not passed on by them to outsiders. 

“Background — or not for attribution— information which may be 
given to the press for its guidance and use, the source of which cannot 
be published nor disclosed. In other words, it cannot be attributed to 
the President. 

‘TSfews information which may be attributed to the President, when 
it is given to the press by the President at his conferences, but which 
cannot be direedy quoted. 

“Statements by the President cannot be directly quoted, unless he 
gives special permission.” 

[2.] Now, I have asked Mr. Early and Mr. Hassett, Mr. Daniels and 
Judge Rosenman, and they have offered to stay and help me get things 
organized, for which I am very grateful. And my staff will stand the 
training with those gendemen. 

I have asked Mr. Connelly to be my Confidential Secretary. Mr, 
Reinsch is going to help me with press and radio affairs. 

Q. Mr. President^ can you give us that full name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Matthew J. Connelly. 

Q. Howdoyouspdlit? 

THE PRESIDENT. Leonard ReinscL Connelly spells it the Irish way. 
\LaMghter\ 

Q. How does Mr. Reinsch spell his name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Howisthat? 

Q. Reinsch— how does he spell his name ? 
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THE PRESIDENT. R-e-i-n-c-h. — S-c-hi — ^there’s an S in there. I forgot 
the S. 

Q. Can we have something about where he is from 

THE PRESIDENT. He has been a radio executive for Governor Cox. 
Mr. Connelly has been with me all the time. Mr. Reinsch was con- 
nected with the National Committee during the last campaign as the 
radio expert for the National Committee. So I got acquainted with 
him. And he is efl&cient, I will tell you that. And so is Mr. Connelly. 
So are all these other gentlemen. That is no reflection on anybody, you 
understand } \Laughter'\ 

[3.] I received a communication from Mrs. Roosevelt which I want 
to read to you. You will be given a mimeographed copy of it as you 
go out. This is dated April 16, 1945. 

“My dear Mr. President: 

“There have been many thousands of letters, telegrams and cards 
sent to me and my children which have brought great comfort and 
consolation to all of us. This outpouring of afiectionate thought has 
touched us all deeply and we wish it were possible to thank each and 
every one individually. 

“My children and I feel, in view of the fact that we are faced with 
the paper shortage and are asked not to use paper when it can be 
avoided, that all we can do is to express our appreciation collectively. 
We would therefore consider it a great favor if you would be kind 
enough to express our gratitude for us. 

“Sincerely, Eleanor Roosevelt.” 

[4.] Now, there has been some question as to where I stand on vari- 
ous things, particularly Bretton Woods. 

And I am for it. We need an international monetary setup. And 
I would have supported that proposition had I stayed in the Senate, and 
I would have done everything I possibly could as Vice President to help 
the President get it through the Senate. 

I am for it all the way. I hope that is plain enough. 

Q. Does that include also the monetary fund — stabilization 

THE PRESIDENT. It includes the program as sent to the Qingress by 
the President. That is as plain as I can make it. 
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And I believe that’s all. 

If you want to ask me anything, I will try to answer; and if I don’t 
know, I will tell you. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, in that same connection, would you say, just 
for the record, on reciprocal trade, has the President requested 

THE PEEsrDENT. Ycs. That was the other thing I wanted to mention. 

Q. ^about the Export-Import Bank ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am foT the reciprocal trade agreements program. 
Always have been for it. I think you will find in the record where I 
stood before, when it was up in the Senate before, and I haven’t changed. 

[6.] Q. Whataboutthe Johnson Act repeal? 

THE PRESIDENT. You mean the Johnson Act now pending for repeal? 

Q. No, the Johnson Act which prohibits loans by private individuals 
to the defaulted governments. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that is a matter I will have to look into and 
smdy. I haven’t given it any thought. I can’t answer that question at 
this time. I will answer it for you later. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, are you going ahead with the public power 
ambitions of your predecessor ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wherever it is possible and necessary, I am. 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection the term of TVA Chairman 
Lilienthal will be expiring in a few months 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not discussing appointments this morning of any 
sort I am— when it comes to me to meet that situation, I will meet it; 
and you will know about it. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us how you feel about the Missouri 
Valley Authority? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think I made a speech in New Orleans endorsing the 
Missouri Valley Authority. I advise you to read that speech. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President^ probably as much as any group, the passing 
of President Roosevelt is very keenly felt by the Negroes in America, as 
they looked upon him as sort of a symbol of justice and equal oppor- 
tunity. I wonder if you would comment on the things that they were 
so specifically interested in and felt they knew where the President 
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stood: on the fair employment practice, the right to vote "without being 
hampered by poll taxes, and all that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I wiU give you some advice. Ail you need to do is to 
read the Senate record of one Harry S. Truman. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, do you mind discussing a companion piece 
to the Missouri Valley Authority, about the St Lawrence? Can you 
teU us anything about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t Want to discuss that this morning. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, is there any possibility that you will go to 
the United Nations Conference at San Francisco near the end? 

THE PRESIDENT. There is not 

Q. Will you send a message, Mr. President, to the San Francisco 
Conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. I shall probably welcome the delegates by an open- 
ing statement when they arrive for their first meeting. 

Q. Over the radio? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS, 

Q. Could you tell us, Mr. President, some of the considerations that 
led to your decision not to go to San Francisco ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have a competent delegation going to San Francisco 
to negotiate and represent the interests of the United States. I shall 
back them up from this desk right here — \Jkflochj,ng on ii \ — ^where I 
belong. 

[ii.] Q. Do you expect to see Mr. Molotov before he goes across 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS, I do, 

Q. ^before he goes to San Francisco ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. He is going to stop by and pay his respects to 
the President of the United States. He should. 

Q. When do you expect him to arrive ? 

[12.] Q. Can you tell us something about your visit with the Ameri- 
can delegation this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have told you— I have already told you exactly what 
I said to them. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, will Mr. Byrnes go to San Francisco in any 
capacity? 
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THE PRESIDENT. He will not. Mt. Bymcs is going back to South 
Carolina, and when I need his advice I shall send for him. 

Q. Have you any plans for Mr. Byrnes to take any public office ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have not. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, do you have a desire, as soon as possible, to 
meet the other Allied leaders— Marshal Stalin and Prime Minister 
Churchill.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I should be vcry happy to meet them, and General 
Chiang Kai-shek also. And General de Gaulle; if he wants to see me I 
will be glad to see him . I would like to meet all of the Allied heads of 
governments. 

Q. Have you initiated any move towards that end, Mr. President.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have not. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, do you approve of the work of the Truman 
Committee? {Laughter] 

[16.] THE PRESIDENT. There was another announcement I wanted 
to make. It was about these press conferences. Due to the fact that I 
liave such a terrific burden to assume, I am going to have only one 
press conference a week. I shall have one in the morning and one in 
the afternoon— turnabout— week about. And I shall have that press 
conference on the days in the middle of the week as soon as I think I 
have something to say, or news to give out; and you will be notified 
in plenty of time so that you can come right down here Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday of each week; but I am not setting any specific 
day nor any specific hour, but to say that one will be in the morning 
and the next one will be in the afternoon. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, will Mrs. Truman have a press conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. Beg youT pardon .? 

Q. Will Mrs. Truman have a regular press conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rather not answer that question at this timff. 
Mrs. Roosevelt is having her last meeting with the ladies of the press 
on Thursday, and that question will be answered at a later date. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, there are published reports that your ad- 
ministration plans to lift the ban on horseracing. Can you comment 
on that? 
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Voices: Lx>uder — louder. 

THE PRESIDENT. Say it again, so that they can hear it. {Laughter^ 

Q. There are published reports that your administration plans to lift 
the ban on horseracing. Can you comment on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do not intend to lift the ban. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, can you give us your views on the disposal 
of synthetic rubber plants ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I caimot. That is not a matter for discussion 
here. It will be discussed at the proper time. 

[20.] Q. Mr. President, can you say anything about the Cabinet? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Of course, I asked the Cabinet to remain. That 
is as much as I want to say. 

Q. Mr. President 

Q. Mr. President, what is your feeling 

THE PRESIDENT. Let this fellow have a chance back here. You’re in 
the front row. {Laughter^ 

[21.] Q. Does that statement of yours on horseracing apply to the 
ban on the brownout and the curfew too ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think they have done a lot of good for the morale 
all over the country, and I have no intention of pushing Mr. Byrnes’ 
oflSice. 

Somebody over here ? \lndicating another questioner'\ 

Q. Started to ask you if that applied after V-E Day ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Let’s Wait for V-E Day to come, and I will take care 
of the situation at that time. 

Now, what vras your question? I beg your pardon, the lady wants 
to ask a question. \^ughter^ 

[22.] Q. Mr. President, there is a story out that Stalin had reached 
an agreement with the new Polish Government approved by the United 
States and Britain. Can you comment ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t Want to discuss that at this conference. 

Now, what was your question ? 

Q. It has been asked, sir. \Laughter'\ 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President 

note: President Truman’s first news White House at 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
conference was held in his ofSce at the April 17, 1945. 
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5 Address Broadcast to the Armed Forces. 

April 17, 1945 

To the Armed Forces of the United States throughout the world: 

After the tragic news of the death of our late Commander in Chief, 
it was my duty to speak prompdy to the Congress, and the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

Yesterday, I addressed the Congress. Now I speak to you. 

I am especially anxious to talk to you, for I know that all of you felt 
a tremendous shock, as we did at home, when our Commander in 
Chief fell. 

All of us have lost a great leader, a far-sighted statesman and a real 
friend of democracy. We have lost a hard-hitting chief and an old 
friend of the services. 

Our hearts are heavy. However, die cause which claimed Roosevelt, 
also claims us. He never faltered — ^nor will we I 

I have done, as you would do in die field when the Commander falls. 
My duties and responsibilities are clear. I have assumed them. These 
duties will be carried on in keeping with our American tradition. 

As a veteran of the first World War, I have seen death on the battle- 
field. When I fought in France with the 35th Division, I saw good 
officers and men fail, and be replaced. 

I know that this is also true of the officers and men of the other 
services, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, and the 
Merchant Marine. 

I know the strain, the mud, the misery, the utter weariness of the 
soldier in the field. And I know too his courage, his stamina, his faith 
in his comrades, his country, and himself. 

We are depending upon each and every one of you. 

Yesterday I said to the Congress and I repeat it now: 

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our 
country can never be repaid. They have earned our undying gratitude. 
America will never forget their sacrifices. Because of these sacrifices, 
the dawn of justice and freedom throughout the world slowly casts its 
gleam across the horizon.” 
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At this decisive hour in history, it is very di£Scult to express my feel- 
ing. Words will not convey what is in my heart. 

Yet, I recall the words of Lincoln, a man who had enough eloquence 
to speak for all America. To indicate my sentiments, and to describe 
my hope for the future, may I quote the immortal words of that great 
Commander in Chief: 

“With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the 
right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work 
we are in; to bind up our nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan— to do all 
which may adbieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, 
and with all nations.” 

note: The President spoke at lo p.m. Radio Service and was carried over the 
from the White House. His address major networks, 
was broadcast over the Armed Forces 


6 Statement by the President on the Death of Ernie Pyle. 
April 18, 1945 

THE NATION is quickly saddened again by the death of Ernie Pyle. 
No man in this war has so well told the story of the American fighting 
man as American fighting men wanted it told. More than any other 
man he became the spokesman of the ordinary American in arms doing 
so many extraordinary things. It was his genius that the mass and 
power of our mili tary and naval forces never obscured the men who 
made them. 

He wrote about a people in arms as people still, but a people moviug 
in a determination which did not need pretensions as a part of power. 

Nobody knows how many individuals in our forces and at home he 
helped with his writings. But all Americans understand now how 
wisely, how warm-heartedly, how honestly he served his country and 
his profession. He deserves the gratitude of all his coxmtrymen. 
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7 Statement by the President on the Senate’s Approval o£ 
the Water Utilization Treaty With Mexico. 

April 1 8, 1945 

IN VOTING its approval of the water treaty with Mexico, the Senate 
today gave unmistakable evidence that it stands firmly in support of 
the established policy of our Government to deal with our Good Neigh- 
bors on the basis of simple justice, equity, friendly understanding and 
practical cooperation. By this action of the Senate, the United States 
and Mexico join hands in a constructive, business-like program to appor- 
tion between them and develop to their mutual advantage the waters 
of the rivers that are in part common to them. 

note: The treaty and supplementary fication the treaty entered into force 
protocol are printed in the IJ.S. Statutes November 8, 1945. 
at Large (59 Stat. 1219). After rati- 


8 The President’s News Conference of 
April 20, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Tve got z telegram I will read to you. Is every- 
body in? 

Mr. Early: Yes, sir. 

[i.] THE PRESIDENT. This is dated Miami, Florida, April 19, ad- 
dressed to me here. 

“Dear Mr. President: Some time ago, you made an appeal 

Voices: Litde slower— slow! 

Mr. Early: You will get copies of it later. 

THE PRESIDENT. I will read it to you first. Then I will see that you 
get copies. 

\Reading, not liter cdly] “Dear Mr. President: Some time ago you 
made an appeal to me which I think I responded to at the moment 
in good spirit. Now I am going to make an appeal to you. Please let 
us have Leonard Reinsch back. When we gave our consent we were 
not sufficiently mindful of the tremendous tasks ahead of us in radio 
in connection with Television, Frequency Modulation and what not. 



Harry S. Truman, 1^4^ 


Apr. 20 [8] 


On special occasions for your personal uses his services could be availed 
of without embarrassment to us. It might not seem a patriotic impulse 
which prompts this message, and yet I am sure on reflection you will 
see it is justified. Kindest regards, James M. Cox.” 

And he is my friend. I think he will do anything in the world for 
me, so as to make Leonard available to me for the radio jobs that he 
has always done. Leonard will be on call just as Jimmy Byrnes is for 
anything that I want. And I am going to comply with Governor Cox’s 
request. 

[2.] And the reason I am calling you in to give this to you is because 
I called in Charlie Ross last night after this happened, and Charlie 
agreed to come with me after this San Francisco Conference, on 
May 15th. 

Then Charlie and I got sentimental, and called up our old school- 
teacher in Independence last night, and I am afraid that there is a leak 
in Independence — llaughterl — and Charlie also called up his son. I 
didn’t want you fellows to be scooped on it, so that’s why I am doing 
this. 

Q. Did you say he called his old schoolteacher 

THE PRESIDENT. He and I called her together. She is the only school- 
teacher that is living, and so we called her up. We used to go to school 
together. I asked Mr. Pulitzer to give Charlie 2 years’ leave, and Mr. 
Pulitzer very kindly complied with that; and I hope he won’t do the 
same to me that has happened here. I hope not. He said he wouldn’t. 

Q. What is the schoolteacher’s name? 

THE PRESIDENT. Miss Tilly Brown. Matilda Brown. We always called 
her Tilly. Matilda — ^M-a-t-i-l-d-a — Brown. We always called her Tilly. 

Q. That is at Independence? 

THE PRESIDENT. At Independence. 

Q. How old is she, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I don’t think she would object to her age being 
told — [laughter]— hxit I don’t know. She is somewhere between 75 
and 80. 

Q. Was that grade school? 

THE PRESIDENT. High school. She taught Charlie and me English. 

17 
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Q. Were you in the same class ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Charlie and I graduated in the same high school class. 

Q. What was that year, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT, ipoi. Do your own figuring. [Laughter] That 
covers everything, doesn’t it? 

[3.] Oh, yes. I almost forgot something. Jonathan [Daniels] has 
agreed to stay with me. He is going to stay with me until Charlie comes. 
Does that take care of everything? I am appreciative of that, too, just 
as I am of all these things; and I am exceedingly happy to have these 
people on call when I need them. 

Q. When are you— when is Mr. Reinsch leaving? 

THE PRESIDENT. At his convenience. The telegram is specific. 

Q. Mr. Ross will come in about the 15th of May, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, what about the reports that Leslie BifHc will 
come down here? 

THE PRESIDENT. They havc no foundation in fact. 

Q. Mr. President, 

iHE PRESIDENT. Lcs is literally of much more use to me as Secretary 
to the Senate than he would be down here at the White House— much 
more use to the Senate. I don’t want to cripple the Senate by taking Lcs 
Biffle away from them. 

What did you start to say ? 

Q. I started to say, sir, that means that you didn’t even ask for him 
to come down. The report is going aroimd that you and Mr. Barkley 
were arguing over who was going to get Les. 

THE PRESIDENT. Oh, that is— no 3 igamtTit~[inaudible words ] — only 
in fun. Don’t quote that, though. There was never any thought on my 
part that Biffle be brought down here. 

Q. Nothing serious? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I Wouldn’t say there was no kidding — [inaudible 
a/or<?r]— Barkley, you know, and I like to rib each other. I was worry- 
ing him a little bit, and he was trying to worry me. 

Q. You’d say he was a good man in almost any job he worked? 

THE PRESIDENT. Biffle? They don’t make them any better than Biffle. 
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Harry S. Truman, 194^ 

And you can quote me on tiiaL 
Q. Mr. Ross will be the Press Secretary ? 

THE PKESiDENT. Press Secretary. 

Reporter: Thank you, sir. 

note: President Truman’s second news White House at 11:45 Friday, 

conference was held in his office at the April 20, 1945. 


9 Joint Statement With Allied Leaders Warning Against 
Mistreatment of Prisoners in Germany. April 23, 1945 


THE GOVERNMENTS of the United Kingdom, United States of 
America and U.S.S Jl., on behalf of all the United Nations at war with 
Germany, hereby issue a solemn warning to all commandants and 
guards in charge of Allied prisoners of war, internees or deported cit- 
izens of the United Nations in Germany and German occupied territory 
and to members of the Gestapo and all other persons of whatsoever 
service or rank in whose charge Allied prisoners of war, internees or 
deported citizens have been placed, whether in battle zones, on lines of 
communication or in rear areas. They declare that they will hold all 
such persons, no less than the German High Command and competent 
German military, naval and air authorities, individually responsible for 
the safety and welfare of all Allied prisoners of war, internees or de- 
ported citizens in their charge. 

Any person guilty of maltreating or allowing any Allied prisoners of 
war, internees or deported citizens to be maltreated, whether in battle 
zone, on lines of communication, in a camp, hospital, prison or else- 
where, will be ruthlessly pursued and brought to punishment. 

They give notice that they will regard this responsibility as binding in 
all circumstances and one which cannot be transferred to any other 
authorities or individuals whatsoever. 


note: This statement was made public 
at 6 p.m. The White House release 
accompanying the text states that Allied 
planes began distributing the warning 
in leaflet form at 6 p.m. over those por- 


tions of German territory still in Ger- 
man control. The leaflets bore facsimile 
signatures of the President, Prime Min- 
ister Churchill, and Marshal Stalin. 
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10 Address to the United Nations Conference in San 
Francisco. April 25, 1945 

[ Delivered from the White House by direct wire ] 

Delegates to the United Nations Conference 
on Internationd Organization: 

The world has experienced a revival of an old faith in the everlasting 
moral force of justice. At no time in history has there been a more im- 
portant Conference, or a more necessary meeting, than this one in San 
Francisco, which you are opening today. 

On behalf of the American people, I extend to you a most hearty 
welcome. 

President Roosevelt appointed an able delegation to repre.sent the 
United States. I have complete confidence in its Chairman, Secretary 
of State Stettinius, and in his distinguished colleagues, former Sec- 
retary Cordell Hull, Senator Connally, Senator Vandenberg, Repre- 
sentative Bloom and Representative Eaton, Governor Stassen and Dean 
Gildersleeve. 

They have my confidence. They have my support. 

In the name of a great humanitarian — one who surely is with us today 
in spirit— I earnestly appeal to each and every one of you to rise above 
personal interests, and adhere to those lofty principles, which benefit 
all mankind. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt gave his life while trying to perpetuate these 
high ideals. This Conference owes its existence, in a large part, to the 
vision, foresight^ and determination of Franklin Roosevelt. 

Each of you can remember other courageous champions, who also 
made the supreme sacrifice, serving under your flag. They gave their 
lives, so that others might live in security. They died to insure justice. 
We must work and live to guarantee justice— for all. 

You members of this Conference are to be the architects of the better 
world. In your hands rests our future. By your labors at this Confer- 
ence, we shall know if suffering humanity is to achieve a just and lasting 
peace. 

Let us labor to achieve a peace which is really worthy of their great 
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Harry S. Truman, 79^5 Apr. 25 [10] 

sacrifice. We must make certain, by your work here, that another war 
will be impossible. 

We, who have lived through the torture and the tragedy of two world 
conflicts, must realize the magnitude of the problem before us. We do 
not need far-sighted vision to understand the trend in recent history. 
Its significance is all too clear. 

With ever-increasing brutality and destruction, modern warfare, if 
unchecked, would ultimately crush all civilization. We still have a 
choice between the alternatives: the continuation of international 
chaos — or the establishment of a world organization for the enforce- 
ment of peace. 

It is not the purpose of this Conference to draft a treaty of peace in 
the old sense of that term. It is not our assignment to settle specific 
questions of territories, boundaries, citizenship and reparations. 

This Conference will devote its energies and its labors exclusively 
to the single problem of setting up the essential organization to keep the 
peace. You are to write the fundamental charter. 

Our sole objective, at this decisive gathering, is to create the structure. 
We must provide the machinery, which will make future peace, not 
only possible, but certain. 

The construction of this delicate machine is far more complicated than 
drawing boundary lines on a map, or estimating fair reparations, or 
placing reasonable limits upon armaments. Your task must be 
completed firsL 

We represent the overwhelming majority of all mankind. We speak 
for people, who have endured the most savage and devastating war ever 
inflicted upon innocent men, women and children. 

We hold a powerful mandate from our people. They believe we will 
fulfill this obligation. We must prevent, if human mind, heart and 
hope can prevent it, the repetition of the disaster from which the entire 
world will sufier for years to come. 

If we should pay merely lip service to inspiring ideals, and later do 
violence to simple justice, we would draw down upon us the bitter 
wrath of generations yet unborn. 

We must not continue to sacrifice the flower of our youth merely 
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to check madmen, those who in every age plan world domination. 
The sacrifices of our youth today must lead, through your efforts, to 
the building for tomorrow of a mighty combination of nations founded 
upon justice— on peace. 

Justice remains the greatest power on eartbu 

To that tremendous power alone will we submit. 

Nine days ago, I told the Congress of the United States, and I now 
repeat it to you: 

“Nothing is more essential to the future peace of the world, than 
continued cooperation of the nations, which had to muster the force 
necessary to defeat the conspiracy of the axis powers to dominate the 
world. 

“While these great states have a special responsibility to enforce the 
peace, their responsibility is based upon the obligations resting upon all 
states, large and small, not to use force in international relations, except 
in the defense of law. The responsibility of the great states is to serve, 
and not dominate the peoples of the world.” 

None of us doubt that with Divine guidance, friendly cooperation, 
and hard work, we shall find an adequate answer to the problem history 
has put before us. 

Realizing the scope of our task and the imperative need for success, 
we proceed with humility and determination. 

By harmonious cooperation, the United Nations repelled the on- 
slaught of the greatest aggregation of military force that was ever 
assembled in the long history of aggression. Every nation now fighting 
for freedom is giving according to its ability and opportunity. 

We fully realize today that victory in war requires a mighty united 
effort. Certainly, victory in peace calls for, and must receive, an equal 
effort. 

Man has learned long ago, that it is impossible to live unto himself. 
This same basic principle applies today to nations. We were not isolated 
during the war. We dare not now become isolated in peace. 

All will concede that in order to have good neighbors, we must 
also be good neighbors. That applies in every field of human endeavor. 

For lasting security, men of good-will must unite and organize. 
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Harry S. Truman, ig4^ 

Moreover, if our friendly policies shoxild ever be considered by belliger- 
ent leaders as merely evidence of weakness, the organization we estab- 
lish must be adequately prepared to meet any challenge. 

Difrerences between men, and between nations, will always remain. 
In fact, if held within reasonable limits, such disagreements are actually 
wholesome. All progress begins with differences of opinion and moves 
onward as the differences are adjusted through reason and mutual 
tmderstanding. 

In recent years, our enemies have clearly demonstrated the disaster 
which follows when freedom of thought is no longer tolerated. Honest 
minds cannot long be regimented without protest. 

The essence of our problem here is to provide sensible machinery 
for the settlement of disputes among nations. Without this, peace 
cannot exist. We can no longer permit any nation, or group of nations, 
to attempt to settle their arguments with bombs and bayonets. 

If we continue to abide by such decisions, we will be forced to accept 
the fundamental concept of our enemies, namely, that “Might makes 
right.” To deny this premise, and we most certainly do deny it, we are 
obliged to provide the necessary means to refute it. Words are not 
enough. 

We must, once and for all, reverse the order, and prove by our acts 
conclusively, that Right Has Might. 

If we do not want to die together in war, we must learn to live to- 
gether in peace. 

With firm faith in our hearts, to sustain us along the hard road to 
victory, we will find our way to a secure peace, for the ultimate benefit 
of all humanity. 

We must build a new world — a far better world — one in which the 
eternal dignity of man is respected. 

As we are about to undertake our heavy duties, we beseech our 
Almigh ty God to guide us in the building of a permanent monument 
to those who gave their lives that this moment might come. 

May He lead our steps in His own righteous path of peace. 

note: The President spoke at 7:35 pjn. The address was broadcast over the 
major networks. 
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II Letter to Secretary Wallace Requesting a Study of the 
Patent Laws. April 26 , 1945 

[ Released April 26, 1945. Dated April 20, 1945 ] 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Much has lately been said and written to suggest that the patent 
statutes do not in all respects serve the constitutional purpose to promote 
the progress of science and useful arts, and that patents have been mis- 
used to support tmlawful monopolies in contravention of the purposes 
of the anti-trust laws. 

I believe the Congress would welcome such assistance as the executive 
branch of the government might be able to give in presenting the results 
of a full and objective study of the operation and effectiveness of the 
patent laws and their relation to the purposes of the anti-trust laws and 
to the post-war economy, togetlicr with specific proposals for such legis- 
lation as may seem to be appropriate. Thus far the several departments 
of the government have made no concerted effort to formulate a policy 
upon this subject. 

Will you please undertake such study and submit to me your report 
and recommendations respecting the legislative proposals you think I 
should lay before the Congress. In so doing will you please consult with 
the Attorney General, the Director of Economic Stabilization, tlie Di- 
rector of the Office of Scientific Research and Development, and the 
Chairman of the National Patent Planning Commission. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 


note: On April 26, 1945, a Department 
of Commerce rdease announced that 
Secretary Wallace had invited the offi- 
cials listed in the President’s letter to 
serve as a committee to make a full and 
objective study of the patent system, and 
that the Director of Economic Stabili- 
zation had consented to serve as chair- 


man. The study, completed in 1947, 
was first published in i960, with minor 
revisions, as Study Na 26 of the Sub- 
cOTumittee on Patents, Trademarks, and 
Copyrights of the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary (Government Printing 
Office, i960). 


24 



Harry S. Truman, 


Apr. 27 [12] 


12 Statement by the President Announcing the Jimction of 
Anglo-American and Soviet Forces in Germany. 

April 27, 1945 

THE ANGLO-AMERICAN armies under the cominand of General 
Eisenhower have met the Soviet forces where they intended to meet — 
in the heart of Nazi Germany. The enemy has been cut in two. 

This is not the hour of final victory in Europe, but the hour draws 
near, the hour for which all the American people, all the British peoples 
and all the Soviet people have toiled and prayed so long. 

The union of our arms in the heart of Germany has a meaning for 
the world which the world will not miss. It means, first, that the last 
faint, desperate hope of Hider and his gangster government has been 
extinguished. The common front and the common cause of the pow- 
ers allied in this war against tyranny and iohumanity have been dem- 
onstrated in feet as they have long been demonstrated in determination. 
Nothing can divide or weaken the common purpose of our veteran 
armies to pursue their victorious purpose to its final triumph in 
Germany. 

Second, the junction of our forces at this moment signalizes to our- 
selves and to the world that the collaboration of our nations in the cause 
of peace and freedom is an effective collaboration which can surmount 
the greatest difficulties of the most extensive campaign m military 
history and succeed. Nations which can plan and fight together 
shoulder to shoulder in the face of such obstacles of distance and of 
language and of communications as we have overcome, can live together 
and can work together in the common labor of the organization of the 
world for peace. 

Finally, this great triumph of Allied arms and Allied strategy is such 
a tribute to the courage and determination of Franklin Roosevelt as 
no words could ever speak, and that could be accomplished only by 
the persistence and the courage of the fighting soldiers and sailors of 
the Allied Nations. 

But, until our enemies are finally subdued in Europe and in the 
Pacific, there must be no relaxation of effort on the home front in sup- 
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port of our heroic soldiers and sailors as we all know there will be no 
pause on the battle fronts. 

No-ra: The President’s statement was re- though not identical) statements were 
leased at 12 noon. Simultaneous (al- issued in London and in Paris. 


13 Letter to Edwin W. Pauley Appointing Him as the 
President’s Personal Representative on the Reparations 
Commission. April 27, 1945 

My dear Mr. Pauley: 

I hereby designate you to act as my personal representative, with 
the rank of Ambassador, to represent and assist me in exploring, devel- 
oping and negotiating the formulae and methods for exacting repara- 
tions from the aggressor nations in the current war. 

In this matter, you will represent me in dealing with the other 
interested nations. 

At the Crimea Conference, it was agreed that Germany would be 
obliged to the greatest extent possible to make reparations in kind for 
the damage caused by her to the Allied countries. It was further agreed 
that a commission would be established to consider the question of the 
extent and methods for collecting such reparations. 

I wish you also to represent the United States and me personally as 
a member of that commission. 

In all matters within your jurisdiction you will report to me person- 
ally and directly. 

May I express my gratification at your willingness to assume this 
important but arduous mission. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hasry S. Truman 

hote: a statement by Mr. Pauley concerning reparations was released by the 
White House on the same day. 



Harry S. Truman, 1^45 Apr. 28 [16] 

14 Statement by the President Announcing the Appointment 
of Dr. Isador Lubin to the Reparations Commission. 

April 27, 1945 

I WISH, also, to announce that I have asked Dr. Isador Lubin, Com- 
missioner of Labor Statistics, to serve with and accompany Mr. Pauley 
as his associate. 

Dr. Lubin will be given the personal rank of Minister. I am very 
grateful to Dr. Lubin for accepting this post. 

15 The President’s News Conference of 
April 27, 1945 

[President Truman’s third news conference was not recorded and no copy of the 
text has been found. 

[The Official Reporter’s notes state that he was notified too late and that he came 
in on the President’s last words. They also state that the conference was held about 
4:15 p.m., and that the President announced the appointment of Edwin W. Pauley 
as his Personal Representative on the Reparations Commission, with the rank of 
Ambassador, and of Dr. Isador Lubin as an Associate, with the rank of Minister.] 


16 The President’s News Conference on the Rumor of 
German Surrender. April 28, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I was ovcT here, as you can see, doing a little 
work, and this rumor got started. I had a call from San Francisco, 
and the State Department called me. I just got in touch with Admiral 
Leahy and had him call our Headquarters Commander ia Chief in 
Europe, and there is no foundation for the rumor. That’s all I have 
to say. 

Q. May we quote you? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. Are you going to stand by? 

THE PRESIDENT. I’m going to finish this work. 

note: President Truman’s fourth news White House at lo p.m. on Saturday, 
conference was held in his office at the April 28, 1945. 
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17 Statement by the President 0 >mmending the Office of 
Price Administration. May i, 1945 

I WANT TO SAY a word of deserved commendation for an organiza- 
tion which has been subjected to much criticism in recent weeks. I 
refer to the OPA. Probably no other government agency comes info 
such intimate contact with every citizen during wartime. 

Our price control and rationing machinery enters into every home 
and affects directly the daily life of the housewife and her family. 
Naturally, things must be done which displease many people. No 
businessman, no farmer, no merchant likes to be told how much he 
can charge for his wares. No housewife likes to be told that she may 
have only a limited supply of meat, or sugar, or canned gooils with 
which to feed her family. 

As the war proceeds toward a victorious climax, shortage.^ become 
more acute. The requirements of our military and naval forces are 
great. We must supplement the economic resources of our fighting 
allies, such as Britain, Russia, China and France, who have suffered 
great devastation in this war. We must do our part in helping to 
prevent anarchy, riot and pestilence in the areas liberated from Axis 
domination. These requirements place a greater and greater strain 
on our resources. 

I suppose that OPA, like the rest of us, has made a few mistakes. But 
when we look at the whole record, I think that our price control and 
stabilization program has been one of the most remarkable achieve- 
ments of this war. Had it not been for OPA and the stabilization 
program we should have had run-away inflation. In other countries, 
run-away inflation has sown the seeds of tyranny and disorder. In 
this country, we have kept inflation under control. OPA has helped to 
make it possible for our fighting men to come home to a stable and 
prosperous economy. 

Our price control and stabilization program could not have been 
successful without a good law and good administration. Congress 
has given us a good law and I hope Congress will extend that law for 
at least another year. 
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OPA has been well administered by Mr. Chester Bowles. Its thou- 
sands of employees and hundreds of thousands of volunteer workers in 
local price and rationing boards have worked faithfully for long hours 
doing difficult jobs. Many able men from business and other walks of 
life have patriotically contributed their services to OPA, often at distinct 
financial sacrifice. 

Irresponsible criticism should not be permitted to break down the 
confidence of the people in an essential wartime program and a hard- 
working wartime agency. 


1 8 Letter to the Director, Office of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion, Concerning Key Personnel of the War 
Agencies. May i, 1945 

Dear Fred: 

As V-E Day approaches, many of our wartime agencies will face a 
most critical personnel problem. Under the impact of war, these 
agencies have recruited many splendid executives from private life. 
In every grade and rank today the government is served by splendid 
personnel. These men and women have rendered faithful, patriotic 
and effective service for the country in meeting the critical problems 
of war on the home front. 

These agencies cannot afford to relax their efforts or to disband their 
trained staffs after V-E Day. We still have a tremendous job ahead 
in bringing the entire war to a victorious conclusion. Beyond that, 
we must reconvert our domestic economy to the production of peace- 
time goods and services. The tasks which lie ahead are no less im- 
portant, no less urgent, no less vital to the future stability of our free 
institutions than the tasks which are behind us. 

In the months ahead, our government simply cannot afford to lose 
the services of its key personnel. Through you, I am calling upon 
these men and women to stick to their posts until the battle is won and 
the ship of state is safe in the harbor again. I want you to write to 
the head of each one of our important home front agencies and ask 
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him to canvass his key personnel, informing him of my request that 
these key workers stay on the job. I want the head of each agency, in- 
sofar as possible, to secure a pledge from these essential employees that 
they will not go home on V-E Day, but will stay and help to finish the 
task. When the heads of the agencies have done this, I should like for 
them to report to you as to their success. 

These patriotic citizens who have devoted themselves unstintingly to 
the nation’s welfare in time of war have earned the lasting gratitude of 
the American people. They have helped to pay that debt which every 
citizen in the Democracy owes to his country and its institutions. But 
that debt is unpaid at least until we have finished the war and solved 
those urgent problems which war leaves in its aftermath. I reiterate 
with all the emphasis at my command that the nation cannot yet allow 
any man to leave his post of duty. 

Sincerely yours, 

Haioiy S. Truman 

[The Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Director, Office of War Mobiliraiion and 
Reconversion] 


19 Statement by the President Concerning the Termination 
of the Office of Civilian Defense. May 2, 1945 

THIS CHANGE does not in any respect lessen the need for volunteer 
efforts in our states and communities. State and local governments arc 
fully aware of their continuing responsibilities, and I am sure that we 
can depend upon their knowledge and the patriotism of the millions of 
volunteers to continue the war jobs in which the whole nation has had 
to be trained. Protection volunteers, such as auxiliary firemen and 
policemen, working with state and local governments have done a mag- 
nificent job through their defense councils in organizing to protect the 
nation against the threat of enemy action, sabotage, and other war 
hazards. Civilian War Services volunteers have likewise rendered in- 
valuable assistance. 

The millions of volunteer workers throughout the nation, giving 
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freely of their time, have been basic to the strength of our democracy. 
I know they will willingly continue to serve. Under General HaskelFs 
able direction the OCD has provided needed assistance to the defense 
councils and volunteers in carrying on their important work in advanc- 
ing the war effort on the home front. 


note: This statement was made public 
as part of a White House release stating 
that the President had that day written 
to the Congress announcing the forth- 
coming termination of the Office of 
Civilian Defense and withdrawing its 
proposed budget for the next fiscal year. 
The release further stated that develop- 
ments in the European war and the effi- 


cient operation of community volunteer 
forces made possible the decision that 
Federal supervision of civilian defense 
was no longer needed. 

The Office of Civilian Defense was 
terminated by Executive Order 9562, 
effective June 30, 1945 (3 CFR, 1942- 
1948 Comp., p. 388). 


20 Statement by the President on the Surrender of German 
Forces in Italy. May 2 , 1945 

THE ALLIED ARMIES in. Italy have won the unconditional sur- 
render of German forces on the first European soil to which, from the 
West, we carried our arms and our determination. The collapse of 
military tyranny in Italy, however, is no victory in Italy alone, but a 
part of the general triumph we are expectandy awaiting on the whole 
continent of Europe. Only folly and chaos can now delay the general 
capitulation of the everywhere defeated German armies. 

I have dispatched congratulatory messages to the Allied and Ameri- 
can oflBccrs who led our forces to complete defeat of the Germans in 
Italy. They deserve our praise for the victory. We have right to be 
proud of the success of our armies. 

Let Japan as well as Germany understand the meaning of these 
events. Unless they are lost in fanaticism or determined upon suicide, 
they must recognize the meaning of the increasing, swifter-moving 
power now ready for the capitulation or the destruction of the so- 
recently arrogant enemies of mankind. 
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11 Messages to Allied Commanders on the Surrender of 
German Forces in Italy. May 2, 1945 

T 0 Field Marshal Alexander: 

On this momentous occasion of the surrender of the German Armeti 
Forces in Italy, I convey to you from the President anti the people of 
the United States congratulations on the signal success of the Allied 
Armies, Navies and Air Forces under your command, gained only by 
persistent heroic effort through many months of a most difficult 
campaign. 

I send also to you personally our appreciation of the high onlcr of 
your leadership which conducted our Armies to their complete victory. 

Haiuiy S. Trumav 

To General Mar\ Clar\: 

On the occasion of the final brilliant victory of the Allied Armies in 
Italy, in imposing unconditional surrender upon the enemy, I wish to 
convey to the American forces under your command, and to you per- 
sonally, the appreciation and gratitude of the President ami of the 
people of the United States. No praise is adequate for the heroic 
achievements and magnificent courage of every individual under your 
conunand during this long and trying campaign. 

America is proud of the essential contribution made by your Ameri- 
can Armies to the final Allied victory in Italy. Our thanks for your 
gallant leadership and the deathless valor of your men. 

Harry S. Truman 


22 The President’s News Conference of 
May 2, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. First, I Want to read you a couple of letters, which will 

be distributed as you go out, so if I get a little too fast for you, why^ 

[1.3 [Reading, not literally^: “My dear Mr. President: I hereby 
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tender you my resignation as Postmaster General/ to become effective 
at a time that best meets with your convenience. 

“I have in the stage of preparation a report of my stewardship, to- 
gether with certain suggestions concerning a reorganization of the 
Postal Department. This report will be completed within thirty days. 
If agreeable to you, Mr. President, I would like to have the resignation 
made effective at that time. 

“The mantle of a great President has fallen upon you. Statesman 
and humanitarian, Franklin D. Roosevelt had a heart which beat with 
true compassion for all who suffered or bore heavy burdens. The Na- 
tion, so sorely bereft of his leadership, has found unity as well as strength 
and courage in the pledge of faith which you gave to all the world in 
the address to the Congress in joint session this afternoon. 

“Franklin D. Roosevelt now takes his place with the great men of 
the ages. May his noble spirit guide and inspire you as you take up the 
fight for the ideals in defense of which he gave all of his strength, his 
very life. 

“It remains for me only to add that I have full confidence in your 
leadership. Although I relinquish public ofi&ce, I am yours to com- 
mand if ever I can be of service to you in the heavy tasks which lie 
ahead.” 

And this is my reply. 

[2.] \Readtng, not liter dlly\. “Dear Frank: I have learned in a 
very short time that the President of the United States all too often 
has to act in ways that please others and which are very different from 
the personal wishes and feelings of the President himself. Full realiza- 
tion of this is brought home to me very forcibly by your request that 
I accept your resignation as Postmaster General. 

“It goes without saying that your request is reluctantly and grudgingly 
granted, effective as of the close of business on June 30, 1945. I must 
warn you, however, that I confidently expect to take advantage of your 
offer to return to me whenever there is need of your services in the 
future. 


1 Frank C Walker served from September 11, 1940, through June 30, 1945. 
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“We sever only the ofiScial ties between us. The warm friendship 
and close association which has been ours through many years goes on 
as before. 

“The splendid service you have rendered your Country, anti your 
Government, will long be remembered by a grateful people. I count 
myself one of them, and thank you for your statement of confidence 
in my Administration.” 

[3.] I am sending down to the Senate the nomination of Robert 
E. Hannegan, of Missouri, to be Postmaster General, effective July 1, 
1945. 

Q. Sending it down tomorrow, probably } 

THE PRESIDENT. It will go to Mr. BifBe this afternoon, who will present 
it to the Senate tomorrow. 

[4.] I nominate Mr. David E. Lilienthal, of Wisconsin, to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
for the term expiring 9 years after May 18, 1945. That will go down 
at the same time as Mr. Hannegan’s does. 

[5.] I issued an Executive order today, apfiointing Mr. Justice 
Jackson to be the representative of the United States — I will just read 
you this, this statement which I am issuing, which you will also receive 
as you go out, in mimeographed form. 

[Reading, not liter dly\. “At my request, Mr. Justice Rt^ert H. 
Jackson, in addition to his duties as Justice of the Supreme Court, has 
accepted designation as Chief of Counsel for the United States in pre- 
paring and prosecuting charges of atrocities and war crimes against 
such of the leaders of the European Axis powers, and their principal 
agents and accessories, as the United States may agree with any of the 
United Nations to bring to trial before an international military 
tribunal. 

“Pursuant to the Moscow Declaration of November i, 1943, all war 
crimmals, against whom there is a sufficient proof of personal partici- 
pation in specific atrocities, are to be returned to the countries where 
their crimes were committed, to be judged and punished by those 
countries themselves. These cases are not involved in this assignment. 

“There are left, however, the cases of other war criminals— partic- 
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ularly the major war criminals and their principal agents and accessories, 
whose offenses have no particular geographical localization. 

“I hope and expect that an international military tribunal will soon be 
organized to try this second category of war criminals. It will be 
Justice Jackson’s responsibility to represent the United States in prepar- 
ing and presenting the case against these criminals before such military 
tribunal. 

“Justice Jackson has assembled a staff from within the War, Navy, 
and other departments concerned, which has already begun work, so 
that tliere will be no delay on the part of the United States. It is desira- 
ble that preparation begin at once, even though details of the military 
court are not yet determined. 

“I have just signed an Executive order designating Justice Jackson 
to this post. He and his staff will examine the evidence already gathered 
and being gathered by the United Nations War Crimes Commission 
in London and by the various allied armies and other agencies; he will 
arrange for assembling the necessary additional evidence. He will begin 
preparation for the trial. 

“It is our objective to establish as soon as possible an international 
military tribunal; to provide a trial procedure which will be expeditious 
in nature and which will permit no evasion or delay — ^but one which is 
in keeping with our tradition of fairness towards those accused of crime. 
Steps to carry this out are actively under way. 

“Arguments in the Supreme Court for the current term will conclude 
this week, and the Court has ordered adjournment on May 28th. It 
is hoped that the trial of these war crimes cases will have been com- 
pleted next October when the Court reconvenes.” 

I am ready for questions ! {Laughter'] 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, have the negotiations which the State De- 
partment just told us about, being carried on by the Swedish Govern- 
ment and the German Government — ^have they broken down 
completely 

THE PREsroENT. I can’t answer that. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, with reference here to Mr. Hannegan, your 
understanding is he will continue as chairman of — ^National Chairman? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. 

1 8. 1 Q. Mr. President, when you were Vice President, a CIO dele- 
gation asked you to help in revising the Little Steel formula. You toU! 
them, somewhat firmly, that you were against upsetting any formula 
that would put us into a spiral of inflation. Can you elaborate on that } 

THE PRESIDENT. My position on that hasn’t changetl a bit. Well, after 
all, the reason for all these war agencies which have been c-stablishctl — 
that is, price control and wage control— and agreements which we have 
had with industry and with union labor have been with the one object 
in view: to prevent wild inflation. I am just as strong for that now as I 
was when I was Vice President. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, we heard today that you might go up to 
address a joint session of Congress on V-E Day. Is there anything to 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t made any program of that nature. Haven’t 
had it in mind. 

fio.] Q. Mr. President, have you sent a new message to Mr. Stalin 
regarding the Polish problem? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, not any new one. 

Q. Well, in the last — since Mr. Molotov came here, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc bccn in communication with Mr. Stalin since 
Mr. Molotov came here.^ 

[ II.] Q. Mr. President, do you favor the Morgenthau plan designed 
to use Germany as an agricultural country ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know anything about the Morgenthau plan. 
I haven’t studied it at all, so I can’t answer you. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, did you mean to put a period at the end of 
that sentence, or were you hoping for a question— 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Wasn’t hoping for a question. 

Q. referring to your communication with Mr. Stalin ? 

White House release of April 23 announced that the President had twice received 
V, Molotov, Vice Chairman, Council of People's Commissars and People's Commissar for 
Foreign Affairs, USSR, during his short stay in Washington* The release also stated that 
the Secretary of State had conferred with Mr. Molotov and with Anthony Bden, Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs of the United Kingdom, on the Polish situation and on matters 
connected with the San Francisco Conference. The release further stated that discussion of 
the Polish situation would he continued by the three foreign secretaries at San Francisco. 
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THE PRESIDENT. I had a period at the end of the sentence — ^intended 
to have. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, did you have lunch today with the new 
Ambassador from the Argentine.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I did. I had a very pleasant visit with him, and 
he and his wife are coming to call on us tomorrow or the next day. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, it may not be a part of the addenda— what- 
ever it’s called — ^in connection with Justice Jackson, but there is before 
Congress — ^before the people — ^the question of war criminals who may 
evade or try to evade by escaping to neutral countries, or some other 
form. Have you anything particular to say about policy, in that respect } 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, most of the neutral coxmtries, I think, are on 
record as against protecting any war criminals, and I think we will 
succeed in getting all of the rest of the neutral countries into the same 
frame of mind. At least 1 hope so. 

Q. Mr. President, that would be your desire .? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us whether Admiral Doenitz is on the 
list of war aiminals.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No sir, I Can’t. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, do you have any views on tax reductions 
after V-E Day.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am discussing tax problems with the Secretary of 
the Treasury now, and I would prefer to discuss that in the press con- 
ference particularly devoted to taxes. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, this morning you made public a number 
of cuts that you are recommending in general. Would you give us any 
sort of figure on how much you expect to lop off altogether ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I didn’t total it. It is somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of 7 or 8 billion.^ 

Q. It is now, and I thought maybe there are additional cuts. 

1 On May 2 the White House announced that the President had sent letters to Congress 
recommending (1) a reduction in ship construction funds of more than $7 billion, and (2) 
a reduction of more than $80 million in the 1946 budget estimates for eight war agencies 
A third release stated that the President had informed Congress that the Office of Civilian 
Defense would be terminated and that he had withdrawn its proposed budget of $369,000 
for the next fiscal year. 
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THE PRESIDENT. Well, thcTC will bc additional cuts, but they are still 
under consideration, and that will be done circumspectly, so I don’t 
want now to prophesy. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, is there any change in Army operation of 
Montgomery Ward contemplated ? 

THE PRESIDENT. None whatever. The policy on Montgomery Ward 
wUi be followed as it has been started. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, can you say anything on your attitude 
toward the full employment bill of Senator Murray ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would— I am not familiar with Senator Murray’s 
full employment bill, but I am for full employment, and shall do every- 
thing in my power to create full employment as soon as hostilities end 
and we start back on the civil program. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, in this 7 or 8 billion reduction in budget, 
has that been in any way translated into the numbers of civilian em- 
ployees of the Government who will bc dropped ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Thesc are anticipated expenditures— -on ship con- 
struction, and things of that sort. 

Q. It docs imply, sir 

THE PRESIDENT. It docs Imply, of course 

Q. obvious reductions ? 

THE PRESIDENT. it will imply some reductions. Studies arc being 

made to meet that situation. 

[20.] Q. The State Department recapitulation of the peace negoti- 
ations ends on the note that the Swedish Count Bernadotte came back 
from Germany yesterday, after having delivered the last message to 
Himmler and had no reply. Has there been a reply since yesterday } 

THE PRESIDENT. There has not been a reply. The release of the State 
Department stands just as it is. 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the death of 
Adolf Hitler reported, or Mussolini? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, of course, the two principal war criminals will 
not have to come to trial; and I am very happy they are out of the way. 

Q. Well, docs that mean, sir, that we know officially that Hitler is 
dead? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. 

Q. Do we know how he died, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, we do not. 

Q. Mr. President, I didn’t quite get that. Is it official.? This is 
confirmation that Hitler is dead .? 

THE PRESIDENT. We have the best — on the best authority possible to 
obtain at this time that Hitler is dead. But how he died we are not — 
we are not f amiHar with the details as yet. 

Q. Could you name the authority, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rather not. 

Q. Mr. President, do you mean that the — ^you are convinced that 
authority you give is the best possible, but it is— but that it is true.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

[22.] Q. Mr. President, do you care to comment at aU on the situa- 
tion in Germany today; that is, would you care to make any extension 
of your remarks on the surrender of the German army in Italy.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I WOuld nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate a radio broadcast imminently? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I do nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, there have been reports late— later today, follow- 
ing the Italian annoimcement, that other groups of Germans are on the 
point of surrendering in the Dutch pockets ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope that is true. I don’t know that it is. 

[23.] Q. Mr. President, is there an3rthing you can give us in the 
way of background, regarding last Saturday’s situation and annoxmee- 
ment? 

THE PRESIDENT. ''Nh.ztvfzs that? [Laughterl 

Q. I think that was the one 

THE PRESIDENT. I can’t givc you anything further on it, I am sorry to 
say. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s fifth news White House at 4:02 pjn. on Wednes- 
conference was held in his office at the day, May 2, 1945. 
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23 Veto of Bill Providing for the Deferment of Additional 
Agricultural Workers. May 3, 1945 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.J. Res. 106, “To amend 
section 5(k) of the Selective Training and Service Act of H}4o, as 
amended, with respect to the deferment of registrant.s engaged in 
Agricultural occupations or endeavors essential to the war effort.” 

The joint resolution would amend section 5(k) of the Selective 
Training and Service Act of 1940, as amended, which provides for the 
deferment of registrants determined to be necessary to and regularly 
engaged in an agricultural occupation or endeavor essential to the war 
effort. The indicated purpose of the amendment is to cau!;e the defer- 
ment of larger numbers of registrants engagetl in agricultural 
production. 

In time of war it is the paramount obligation of every citizen to 
serve his country to the best of his ability. Under our tlemocratic 
system male citizens are selected for service in the armed forces pur- 
suant to an Act of Congress which prescribes a fair ami itnpartial 
method of selection. It is die essence of that act, the Selective Service 
and Training Act of 1940, that no one shall be placed in a favored 
position, and thus safeguarded from the hazards of war, because of 
his economic, occupational or other status. The sole test under the 
law is whether the individual can better serve his country in the armed 
forces or in an essential activity in support of the war effort. 

The Congress, when it passed the Selective Training and Service 
Act of 1940, wisely provided that no deferment from service in the 
armed forces should be made in the case of any individual “except 
upon the basis of the status of such individual, and no such deferment 
shall be made of individuals by occupation groups * * This provi- 
sion is the foundation stone of our selective service system under which 
over 10 million men have been selected for the colors to make the 
greatest military force in the history of this nation. 

I do not believe that it was the real intent of Congress that agri- 
cultural workers should be given blanket deferment as a group, or that 
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Congress intended to enact legislation formulating the national policy 
that agricultural employment was more essential than any other type of 
employment, including service in the armed forces of the United States 
in the protection of our country. Nevertheless, the legislation now 
passed by the Congress and presented for my approval would appear to 
have that result and to constitute a departure from the sound principle 
hereinbefore stated on which we have erected our military manpower 
mobilization system. It would apparently provide that, in determining 
an individual deferment, the relative essentiality of the agricultural 
occupation cannot be gauged against an industrial occupation or against 
military service itself. Thus in practical effect it would single out one 
special class of our citizens, the agricultural group, and put it on a plane 
above both industrial occupation and military service. 

Enactment of such a law would not only be an injustice to the millions 
already inducted into our armed forces and those yet to be inducted. It 
would do violence to the basic principle embodied in Section 5(e)(1) 
of the Selective Training and Service Act which prohibits deferment by 
occupational groups or groups of individuals, a principle which was 
incorporated into the present law because of the deferment scandals of 
the last war, particularly in shipyards. The resolution would also limit 
the authority now vested in the President by Section 5(1) to make final 
determination of all questions of exemption or deferment under the Act, 
and would deprive him of the right to determine the relative essentiality 
of the needs of agriculture and the armed forces. 

In my opinion no group should have any special privileges, and, 
therefore, I am returning the joint resolution without my approval. 

Hakry S. Truman 


24 Statement by the President Concerning Philippine 
Independence. May 5, 1945 

I HAVE HAD several discussions with President Osmena on the sub- 
ject of Philippine independence. These discussions were started by 
President Roosevelt. 
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As a result of the discussions I have had with the President of the 
Philippines, I am prepared to endorse and carry through to their con- 
clusion the policies laid down by President Roosevelt respecting the 
Islands and the independence of the Filipino people. 

The date of independence will be advanced as soon as practicable in 
pursuance of the policy outlined by Congress in S.J. Resolution 93. 
The Filipino people whose heroic and loyal stand in this war has won 
the affection and admiration of the American people, will be fully 
assisted by the United States in the great problem of rehabilitation and 
reconstruction which lies ahead. 

In view of the special relationship between the United States and 
the Philippines as created by S.J. Resolution 93 , 1 believe that suitable 
reciprocal trade between the two countries should continue for such 
time, after independence, as may be necessary to provide the new 
Republic with a fair opportunity to secure its economic frcciiom and 
independence— a permanent blessing for the patriotic jKople of the 
Philippines. 

To assist me in the attainment of these objectives and with concur- 
rence of President Osmena, I am asking Senator Millard Ty<llngs, of 
Maryland, Chairman of the Filipino Rehabilitation Commission, to 
proceed to Manila as my special envoy to examine conditions there and 
report his recommendations to me. 

I have also designated the following to accompany Senator Tydings 
and to assist him in the accomplishment of this mission: 

Vice Admiral W. T. Tarrant, United States Navy; 

Brigadier General Frank E. Lowe, United States Army ; 

Colonel Julian Baumann, United States Army; 

George E. Ijams, Veterans Administration; 

E. D. Hester, Interior Department; 

J. Weldon Jones, Bureau of the Budget; 

Ben D. Dorfman, United States Tariff Commission ; 

Daniel S. Brierley, United States Maritime Commission; and 

C. H. Matthiessen, Consultant, War Production Board. 

It will be my constant endeavor to be of assistance to the Philippines. 
I will be only too happy to see to it that the close friendship between 
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our two peoples, developed through many years of fruitful association, 
is maintained and strengthened. 

I hope to be able to accept the invitation of President Osmena to 
visit Manila at the inauguration of the Philippine Republic. 
note: SJ. Res. 93 is Public Law 380, 78th Congress (58 Star. 625). 


25 Statement by the President on the Timing of the 

Announcement of the German Surrender. May 7, 1945 


I HAVE AGREED with the London and Moscow governments that I 
will make no announcement with reference to surrender of the enemy 
forces in Europe or elsewhere imtil a simultaneous statement can be 
made by the three governments. Until then, there is nothing I can or 
will say to you. 


note: Later in the day a White House 
release stated that on the basis of reports 
received the President “confidently ex- 
pects to make an announcement to the 
nation by radio at 9 o’clock tomorrow 
morning.” The release added that un- 


less unforeseen developments caused a 
change m plans a press conference 
would be called at 8.30 a.m. at which 
time the press and radio would be given 
in confidence the text of the President’s 
radio remarks. 


26 The President’s News Conference on V-E Day. 

May 8, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I Want to start off by reading you a little state- 
ment here. I want you to understand, at the very beginning, that this 
press conference is held with the understanding that any and all infor- 
mation given you here is for release at 9 a.m. this morning, eastern 
war time. There should be no indication of the news given here, or 
speculation about it, either in the press or on the radio before 9 o’clock 
this morning. 

The radio — ^my radio remarks, and telegrams of congratulation to 
the Allied military leaders, are for release at the same time. Mr. Daniels 
has copies of my remarks, available for you in the lobby as you go out, 
and also one or two releases here. 
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[i. I Now, for your benefit, because you won’t get a chance to listen 
over the radio, I am going to read you the proclamation, and the princi- 
pal remarks. It won’t take but 7 minutes, so you needn't be uneasy. 
You have plenty of time. [Laughter'] 

“This is a solemn but glorious hour. General Eisenhower informs me 
that the forces of Germany have surrendered to the Uniteil Nation.?. 
The flags of freedom fly all over Europe.” 

It’s celebrating my birthday, too — today, too. 

Voices: Happy birthday, Mr. President! [Laughter'] 

THE PRESIDENT. “For this victory, we Join in offering our thanks to the 
Providence which has guided and sustained us through the dark day.s 
of adversity. Our rejoicing is sobered and subdued by a supreme 
consciousness of the terrible price we have paid to rid the world of 
Hitler and his evil band. Let us not forget, my fellow American.?, the 
sorrow and the heartache which today abide in the homes of so many 
of our neighbors — neighbors whose most pricele.ss possession has been 
rendered as a sacrifice to redeem our liberty. 

“We can repay the debt which we owe to our God, to our dead, and 
to our children, only by work, by ceaseless devotion to the responsi- 
bilities which lie ahead of us. If I could give you a single watchwonl 
for the coming months, that word is work, work, and more work. We 
must work to finish the war. Our victory is only half over.” 

[2.] Now, we have got another little release here, which doesn’t go 
into the speech, but it informs the Japanese what they can expect. We 
are going to be in a position where we can turn the greatest war machine 
in the history of the world loose on the Japanese; and I am informed by 
the Chiefs of Staff, by the Secretary of State, and the Secretary of the 
Navy, that Japan is going to have a terrible time from now on. Thi.s 
release here, I will read it. 

“The Japanese people have felt the weight of our land, air, and naval 
attacks. So long as their leaders and the armed forces continue the war, 
the striking power and intensity of our blows will steadily increase, and 
will bring utter destruction to Japan’s industrial war production, to its 
shipping, and to everything that supports its military activity. 

“The longer the war lasts, the greater will be the suffering and hard- 
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ships which the people of Japan will undergo — all in vain. Our blows 
will not cease until the Japanese military and naval forces lay down 
their arms in unconditioned surrender. 

“Just what does the unconditional surrender of the armed forces mean 
for the Japanese people? 

“It means the end of the war. 

“It means the termination of the influence of the military leaders who 
brought Japan to the present brink of disaster. 

“It means provision for the return of soldiers and sailors to their 
families, their farms, and their jobs. 

“And it means not prolonging the present agony and suffering of the 
Japanese in the vain hope of victory. 

“Unconditional surrender does not mean the extermination or en- 
slavement of the Japanese people.” 

Now, you will have copies of that when you go out. 

Mr. Daniels: Mr. President, will you point out that that is marked 
immediate release, but that it is for 9 o’clock ? 

THE PREsroENT. That is for 9 o’clock. It is marked immediate release, 
but it was to be released after the proclamation this morning. But I 
thought it was so important that we released it at the same time; and 
while this release is marked immediate release, it wants to be released 
at 9 o’clock, after the other release. 

[3.] [Continues reading his address '] : “The West is free, but the 
East is still in bondage to the treacherous tyranny of the Japanese. 
When the last Japanese division has surrendered unconditionally, then 
only will our fighting job be done. 

“We must work to bind up the woimds of a suffering world — ^to 
build an abiding peace, a peace rooted in justice and in law.” 

You remember, it has been emphasized here all the time that we 
want a peace of justice and law. That’s what we are trying to get, at 
San Francisco— what we are going to get— the framework for a peace 
in justice and law. We have got terrific problems facing us. While we 
have been prepared for this thing for several days, I think ever since 
last Saturday night, if I remember correctly— we have had 
other things to think about, besides this formal proclamation which we 
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are issuing this morning. We are facing a situation that we can either 
go the whole way and make the world the happiest place it has ever 
been in which to live, or we can go the wrong way and spoil the whole 
thing. So we are thinking all the time of the problems which we have 
to face. 

[Continues reading his address]: “We can build such a peace only by 
hard, toilsome, painstaking work— by understanding and working with 
our Allies in peace as we have worked with them in war. 

“The job ahead is no less important, no less urgent, no less difficult 
than the task which now happily is done. 

“I call upon every American to stick to his post until the last battle 
is won. Until that day, let no man abandon his post or slacken his 
efforts.” 

[4.] Now, I want to read to you the formal proclamation. 

“A Proclamation— The Allied armies, through sacrifice and devotion 
and with God’s help, have wrung from Germany a final and uncondi- 
tional surrender. The western world has been freed of the evil forces 
which for five years and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken 
the lives of millions upon millions of free-born men. They have violated 
their churches, destroyed their homes, corrupted their children, and 
murdered their loved ones. Our Armies of Liberation have restored 
freedom to these suffering peoples, whose spirit and will the oppressors 
could never enslave. 

“Much remains to be done. The victory won in the West must now 
be won in the East.” 

I want that emphasized time after time, that we are only half 
through. 

“The whole world must be cleansed of the evil from which half the 
world has been freed. United, the peace-loving nations have demon- 
strated in the West that their arms are stronger by far than the might 
of dictators or the tyranny of military cliques that once called us soft 
and weak.” 

I would like to know what the Germans tliink about that now. 
[Laughter"] 
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“The power of our peoples to defend themselves against all enemies 
will be proved in the Pacific war as it has been proved in Europe. 

“For the triumph of spirit and of arms which we have won, and for 
its promise to peoples everywhere who join us in the love of freedom, it 
is fitting that we, as a nation, give thanks to Almighty God, who has 
strengthened us and given us the victory. 

“Now, therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby appoint Sunday, May 13, 1945, to be a day 
of prayer.” 

And it’s exceedingly fitting that that is Mother’s Day, too. 

“I call upon the people of the United States, whatever their faith, to 
unite in offering joyful thanks to God for the victory we have won and 
to pray that He will support us to the end of our present struggle and 
guide us into the way of peace. 

“I also call upon my countrymen to dedicate this day of prayer to 
the memory of those who have given their lives to make possible our 
victory. 

“In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States of America to be affixed.” 

[5.] And I have sent messages to Prime Minister Churchill, Marshal 
Stalin, and General Eisenhower and General de GauUe. This is the 
message to— to General Eisenhower, and I will let you read the rest of 
them from the release which will be given you. I want you to read 
every one of them. 

Mr. Daniels: Mr. President — ^the time is getting late, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. I’ll just read the one [to General Eisenhower] : 

“In recognition of the imconditional surrender— unconditional and 
abject surrender of the Nazi barbarians, please accept the fervent con- 
gratulations and appreciation of myself, and of the American people, 
for the heroic achievements of your Allied Army, Navy, and Air Forces. 
By their sacrifices, skill, and courage they have saved and exalted the 
cause of freedom throughout the world. All of us owe you, and to 
your men of many nations, a debt beyond appraisal for their high 
contribution to the conquest of Naziism. 
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“I send also my personal appreciation of the superb leadership shown 
by you and your commanders in directing the valiant legions of our 
own country, and of our Allies, to this historic victory. 

“Please transmit this message to the appropriate officers of your com- 
mand, and publish it to all Allied forces in your theaters of operation.” 

And in the message to Marshal Stalin, we asked him to do the same 
thing for the Russian commanders and Russian troops. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 


note: President Truman’s sixth news 
conference was held m his office at the 
White House at 8:35 a.m. on Tuesday, 
May 8, 1945. The White House Offi- 
cial Reporter noted that members of the 


Cabinet, Mrs. Truman and Xfargaret 
Truman, high United States and British 
Army and Navy officials, and Senate 
and Congressional leaders were grouped 
in chairs around the President’s desk. 


27 Broadcast to the American People Announcing the 
Surrender of Germany. May 8, 1945 

[ Delivered from the Radio Room at the White House at y a.m. J 

THIS IS a solemn but a glorious hour. I only wish that Franklin D. 
Roosevelt had lived to witness this day. General Eisenhower informs 
me that the forces of Germany have surrendered to the United Nations. 
The flags of freedom fly over all Europe. 

For this victory, we join in offering our thanks to the Providence 
which has guided and sustained us through the dark days of adversity. 

Our rejoicing is sobered and subdued by a supreme consciousness of 
the terrible price we have paid to rid the world of Hitler and his evil 
band. Let us not forget, my fellow Americans, the sorrow and the 
heartache which today abide in the homes of so many of our neigh- 
bors— neighbors whose most priceless possession has been rendered as 
a sacrifice to redeem our liberty. 

We can repay the debt which we owe to our God, to our dead and to 
our children only by work— by ceaseless devotion to the responsibilities 
which lie ahead of us. If I could give you a single watchword for the 
coming months, that word is— work, work, and more work. 

We must work to finish the war. Our victory is but half-won. The 
West is free, but the East is stUl in bondage to the treacherous tyranny 
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of the Japanese. When the last Japanese division has surrendered un- 
conditionally, then only will our fighting job be done. 

We must work to bind up the wounds of a suffering world — to build 
an abidmg peace, a peace rooted in justice and in law. We can build 
such a peace only by hard, toilsome, painstaking work— by understand- 
ing and working with our allies in peace as we have in war. 

The job ahead is no less important, no less urgent, no less difficult 
than the task which now happily is done. 

I call upon every American to stick to his post until the last battle is 
won. Until that day, let no man abandon his post or slacken his efforts. 

And now, I want to read to you my formal proclamation of this 
occasion: 

“A Proclamation— The Allied armies, through sacrifice and devotion 
and with God’s help, have wrung from Germany a final and uncondi- 
tional surrender. The western world has been freed of the evil forces 
which for five years and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken 
the lives of millions upon millions of free-born men. They have vio- 
lated their churches, destroyed their homes, corrupted their children, 
and murdered their loved ones. Our Armies of Liberation have restored 
freedom to these suffering peoples, whose spirit and will the oppressors 
could never enslave. 

“Much remains to be done. The victory won in the West must now 
be won in the East. The whole world must be cleansed of the evil 
from which half the world has been freed. United, the peace-loving 
nations have demonstrated in the West that their arms are stronger by 
far than the might of the dictators or the tyranny of military cliques 
that once called us soft and weak. The power of our peoples to defend 
themselves against all enemies will be proved in the Pacific war as it has 
been proved in Europe. 

“For the triumph of spirit and of arms which we have won, and for 
its promise to the peoples everywhere who join us in the love of free- 
dom, it is fitting that we, as a nation, give thanks to Almighty God, 
who has strengthened us and given us the victory. 

“Now, therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby appoint Sunday, May 13, 1945, to be a day of 
prayer. 


49 



[27] May 8 Public Papers of the Presidents 

“I call upon the people of the United States, whatever their faith, to 
unite in offering joyful thanks to God for the victory we have won, and 
to pray that He will support us to the end of our present struggle and 
guide us into the ways of peace. 

“I also call upon my countrymen to dedicate this day of prayer to the 
memory of those who have given their lives to make possible our victory. 

“In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to be affixed.” 


28 Statement by the President Calling for Unconditional 
Surrender of Japan. May 8, 1945 

NAZI GERMANY has been defeated. 

The Japanese people have felt the weight of our land, air and naval 
attacks. So long as their leaders and the armed forces continue the 
war the striking power and intensity of our blows will steadily in- 
crease and will bring utter destruction to Japan’s industrial war pro- 
duction, to its shipping, and to everything that supports its military 
activity. 

The longer the war lasts, the greater will be the suffering and hard- 
ships which the people of Japan will undergo — ^all in vain. Our blows 
will not cease until the Japanese military and naval forces lay down 
their arms in unconditional surrender. 

Just what does the unconditional surrender of the armed forces mean 
for the Japanese people? 

It means the end of the war. 

It means the termination of the influence of the nailitary leaders who 
have brought Japan to the present brink of disaster. 

It means provision for the return of soldiers and sailors to their 
families, their farms, their jobs. 

It means not prolonging the present agony and sufiFering of the Jap- 
anese in the vain hope of victory. 

Unconditional simrender does not mean the extermination or en- 
slavement of the Japanese people. 
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29 Messages to Allied Leaders and to General Eisenhower on 
the Surrender of Germany. May 8, 1945 

To Prime Minister Churchill: 

With the unconditional surrender of all the armies of Nazidom and 
the liberation of the oppressed people of Europe from the evils of bar- 
barism, I wish to express to you, and through you to Britain’s heroic 
Army, Navy and Air Forces, our congratulations on their achievements. 
The Government of the United States is deeply appreciative of the 
splendid contribution of all the British Empire forces and of the British 
people to this magnificent victory. With warm affection, we hail our 
comrades-in-arms across the Atlantic. 

Harry S. Truman 

To Marshal Stalin: 

Now that the Nazi armies of aggression have been forced by the 
coordinated efforts of Soviet- Anglo-American forces to an unconditional 
surrender, I wish to express to you and through you to your heroic 
Army the appreciation and congratulations of the United States Gov- 
ernment on its splendid contribution to the cause of civilization and 
liberty. 

You have demonstrated in all your campaigns what it is possible to 
accomplish when a free people under superlative leadership and with 
tmf ailing courage rise against the forces of barbarism. 

Harry S. Truman 

To General Eisenhower: 

In recognition of the unconditional and abject surrender of the Nazi 
barbarians, please accept the fervent congratulations and appreciation 
of myself and of the American people for the heroic achievements of 
your Allied Army, Navy and Air Forces. By their sacrifices, skill and 
courage they have saved and exalted the cause of freedom throughout 
the world. All of us owe to you and to your men of many nations a 
debt beyond appraisal for their high contribution to the conquest of 
Naziism. 

I send also my personal appreciation of the superb leadership shown 
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by you and your commanders in directing the valiant legions of our 
own country and of our allies to this historic victory. 

Please transmit this message to the appropriate officers of your com- 
mand and publish it to all allied forces in your theaters of operation. 

Haery S. Truman 

To General de Gaulle: 

The Nazi forces of barbarian aggression having now been driven into 
an unconditional surrender by our allied armies, this is an appropriate 
time to send through you America’s congratulations to the people of 
France on their permanent liberation from the oppression they have 
endured with high courage for so long. 

I wish also to send to you tliis expression of our appreciation of the 
contribution made by valiant soldiers of France to our Allied victory. 

Harry S. Truman 


30 Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Extending 
the Selective Training and Service Act o£ 1940. 

May 9, 1945 

I AM reluctantly giving my approval to this legislation. I do not wish 
this approval to be interpreted as expressing my concurrence in Sec- 
tion 2 of the Bill, which places added restrictions on the War and Navy 
Departments in their management of the fighting forces. I sign the 
legislation only because the immediate extension of the Selective Service 
Act is of compelling necessity in the continuance of military operations 
against Japan. 

note: As enacted, the bill extending the 1940 is Public Law 54, 79th Congress 
Selective Training and Service Act of (59 Stat. 166). 


31 The President’s News Conference of 
May 15, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Very sure that the first thing you are principally 
interested in is the free press in Germany. I would like to read a little 
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statement here, and if you want to ask me some questions about it, I 
will try to answer them. 

Q. Will you read slowly, Mr. President .? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will read it very slowly. 

[i.] “General Eisenhower has advised me that he has issued no 
pohcy or order dealing with the importation of publications into Ger- 
many. The General has expressed the personal opinion that a free press 
and a free flow of information and ideas should prevail in Germany 
in a manner consistent with military security. 

“General Eisenhower has emphasized, however, that there can be 
no restoration of a free German press in Germany until the elimination 
of Nazi and militarist influence has been completed. We are not 
going to lose the peace by giving license to racialist Pan-Germans, 
Nazis and militarists, so that they can misuse democratic rights in 
order to attack Democracy as Hitler did.” 

Now I agree with General Eisenhower on that. 

And if you want to ask me some questions, why fire away. 

Q. Mr. President, is that any reversal of the position taken last 
week by 

THE PREsnjENT. Yes, it is. 

Q. ^Elmer Davis? 

THE PREsroENT. Yes, it is. Mr. Davis was in Europe, in conference 
with SHAEF on the lower level, and Mr. Davis thought he had reached 
a policy with them on this. After that was released, I got in touch 
with General Eisenhower himself, and he informed me of just what I 
told you. Mr. Davis acted in good faith. Mr. Davis thought he was 
outlining the policy which had been agreed on. Apparently, from 
General Eisenhower’s statement, there had been no poHcy agreed on, 
and it has not yet been agreed on. But as you see. General Eisenhower 
is for a free press in Germany, when the time arrives to give it to them. 

Mr. Davis was acting in good faith, be sure and get that. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, speaking of the military situation, as men- 
tioned in the statement, have you decided what our position is going to 
be on the handling of the German general stafi, and the militarist 
influences in Germany ? 


53 



[31] May 15 Public Papers of the Presidents 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. That is in the hands of Mr. Jackson — 
Mr. Justice Jackson, I should say, 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, at your first press conference you said you 
would give us your views on the repeal of the Johnson Act. 

THE PRESIDENT, On that repeal, I will read you a statement of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s as to why it is necessary, if you like. 

“At present, our foreign investment programs — ” this is direct quotes 
from the statement issued by President Roosevelt — 

“At present our foreign investment programs are impeded by legis- 
lation which restricts loans to those countries which are in default on 
loans arising out of the First World War. For both the International 
Bank and the Export-Import Bank to operate effectively, as well as 
to achieve an adequate flow of private investment, it is essential that 
these restrictions be removed.” 

That is just as true as it can be. I never was for the Johnson Act 
in the first place. 

Q. Mr. President, is that his Message to Congress 

THE PRESIDENT, I think this — diet’s see — ^yes, in the Budget Message to 
Congress of January 3, 1945 — just the recent Budget Message, the one 
which we are in now. 

[4.] Q. Do you plan any early meeting with either Prime Minister 
Churchill and/or Marshal Stalin ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mr. Eden was in to see me yesterday to discuss 
that question and our hope that there will be a possibility for the three 
of us to meet and discuss the coming peace program around the table. 
I can’t say anything about the date, or how soon that will be. It depends 
on business right here. As you know, I am a very busy person, 

Q. Mr. President, is it possible that General de Gaulle might be 
included in this meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Big Three will have the meeting. 

Q. Is there any possibility that may be at San Francisco, before the 
present thing breaks up ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there isn’t any possibility of its being at San 
Francisco. 

Q. Did you say the Big Three will have the meeting? In other 
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words, there will be a meeting ? It’s just the 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope SO. I am not saying there will be a meeting. 
I am saying I hope there will be one. 

Q. Mr. President, I am not trying to pin you down on the time 
element, but are you looking into it in terms of soon? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it won’t be in the very distant future. It won’t 
be immediately. \Laughter'\ 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us yet when you will have your 
press conference on taxes ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t. We are still working on that, and we 
will have one very shordy. 

Q. Did you see Senator George’s statement this morning.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I saw Senator George’s statement— not this 
morning, I saw the other the other day — I didn’t see the one this 
morning. 

Q. He was foreseeing a 5-year plan for gradual reduction of taxes 
until they reached the prewar level. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I want it distinctly understood that there can 
be no reduction in taxes until the war is over. I want that thoroughly 
understood. There is no possible way to reduce taxes until this war 
is over, and we still have a war to win in the Pacific. So you can talk 
about taxes all you want to, but we have got to meet obligations to 
make the United States of America good, and you can only make them 
good by taxation. And every man in this country is a parmer in the 
Government of the United States. There are 85 million individual 
bondholders in the United States, and they must be protected; and in 
order to protect them, you have got to collect the money to make those 
bonds good. And that has to be done by taxes. And you can do it 
no other way. 

Does that answer your question? ILaughterl 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, there is a report that you were about to shake 
up the Veterans Administration, and that part of the shakeup will be 
to appoint Bennett Champ Clark. Do you plan such a shakeup ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I can’t — I didn’t hear the question — I am not plan- 
ning a shakeup, but I didn’t know what it was about. 
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Q. Veterans Administration. 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not planning any immediate shakeup in 
the Veterans Administration. The Veterans Administration, of course, 
will have to be expanded to meet the situation which we will face as 
soon as the soldiers return in large numbers. And the Veterans Admin- 
istration, of course, will have to be put on a basis to meet this situation, 
just as it was put on a basis to meet the situation after the First World 
War. That will be done. I don’t think it necessitates any serious 
shakeup. 

Q. You said you did not see any immediate shakeup ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s what I meant. 

Q. Can we quote that word immediate? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I wish you Wouldn’t, for this reason, because I 
don’t want it to appear in any way that I have any intention of immedi- 
ately discharging anybody. I am trying to get this “mess” to operate, 
and I want you to be as lenient with me as you possibly can. The Vet- 
erans Administration will be modernized; let’s put it that way. That 
should be done as soon as possible, but I can’t do it immediately. 

Q. The second part of my question, Mr. President, was, do you in- 
tend to appoint Bennett Champ Clark 

THE PRESIDENT. I do nOt. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, is it true that you are going to send Dr. R. 
G. Sproul of the University of California to Moscow on a mission.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. He is going with Mr. Pauley. I want to say 
to you, since you brought that subject up, that I think we have the finest 
layout here on this reparations thing that has ever been gotten together. 
It is headed by Mr. Pauley and Dr. Lubin, and we have Dr. Sproul 

Q. What’s that first name, sir ? 

Mr. Daniels: Pauley. 

Q. I mean Sproul. 

THE PRESIDENT. Robert Gordon. And here is a fellow that must be 
descended from a Civil War veteran. His name is Jubal R. Parten. 
\Laughter\ 

Q. Steve Early 1 

Q. Steve’s relative! 
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THE PRESIDENT. Jubal Early, as you remember. [Laughter] 

Q. What is Parten going to do 

THE PRESIDENT. He is industrial adviser. I am going to give you all 
this — I think there’s a release for you on this, but I will read the last 
sentence of that release: ^ 

*'The men chosen for this vital mission should inspire the confidence 
of all Americans. They are eminently qualified to do the job.” 

And I believe that, with everything that is in me. 

And it’s as fine a list as I ever saw. I don’t know what we are going 
to do for experts for the peace conference, if Pauley takes them all. 
[Laughter] 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what further steps are planned 
in the anthracite strike.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Whatever steps are necessary to get coal out. Coal is 
what we want, and coal is what we are going to have. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE' President Truman’s seventh at the White House at io‘50 a.m. on 
news conference was held m his office Tuesday, May 15, 1945. 


32 Statement by the President on German Reparations. 

May 15, 1945 

A FAIR and workable settlement of reparations poses some of the most 
difficult problems of the entire post-war adjustment. These questions 
are closely related to the task of insuring a lasting peace. For that rea- 
son, the right answers will be vital to the security of America and the 
world. 

I personally concur in the general view of our own objectives as shared 
by Ambassador Pauley and Dr. Lubin. Absolute insurance against 
German or Japanese rearmament — ever again — comes first with us. 

I believe, further, that our allies are of one mind with us on this point, 
and that with such a basic agreement, the way will be clear for a just 
and equitable schedule of German reparations— reparations “in kind” 

^ For the full text of the statement by the President, see Item 32. 
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which will provide the maximum o£ rehabilitation and restoration of 
overrun territory. 

The men chosen for this vital mission should inspire the confidence of 
all Americans. They are eminendy qualified to do the job. 

note: At the time this statement was selected by Mr. Pauley and Dr. Lubin 
made public the White House also re- to accompany them to Germany, 
leased a list of members of the staff 


33 Statement by the President Following a Discussion With 
Foreign Minister Bidault of France. May 18, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT had the pleasure today of conversing with the 
French Foreign Minister, M. Bidault, upon his arrival from San Fran- 
cisco and of discussing with him a number of problems of primary 
interest to France and the United States. 

The President took the occasion at the outset to express the gratifica- 
tion of the entire American Delegation at San Francisco for M. Bidault’s 
cooperation and helpfulness and for the important and continuing 
contribution of the French Delegation to the work of the Conference. 

The President made it abundantly clear that the American people and 
the American Government realize that the French nation has emerged 
with renewed strength and vigor from the catastrophe which it suffered 
and that it has demonstrated its determination and its ability to resume 
its rightful and eminent place among the nations which will share the 
largest measure of responsibiUty in mamtaining the future peace of 
Europe and the world. 

He expressed his desire to meet General de Gaulle and indicated 
that there was a full appreciation by the United States Government of 
the part which France could and should play in the settlement of 
questions of world and European interest. 

In this connection, the President indicated that the United States 
was moved by the strongest ties of friendship, dating back to the found- 
ing of this nation. A strong France represents a gain to the world. As 
a consequence, the people of the United States have accepted reductions 
in their requirements of certain essential food items in order to permit 
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increased shipments to the liberated countries of Europe, including 
France, where they are so urgendy needed. Also the Government of 
the United States has taken extraordinary measures, despite American 
shortages of essential supplies and shipping, to arrange priorities for 
French procurement of such supplies and to provide shipping for their 
transportation to France. The people and Government of the United 
States will continue to take such measures as will he within their power 
to f acihtate the recovery of France and of her people. 

The President confirmed to M. Bidault this Government’s complete 
willingness to relinquish to France a part of the American zone of 
occupation in Germany. Details have already been conveyed informally 
to the French Government and are now in the process of being 
formahzed. 

The President emphasized that we are faced with a still strong and 
deadly enemy in the Far East to whose defeat the total resources of this 
country, both in manpower and material, are pledged. He indicated 
that such assistance as France and our other AlHes may bring to that 
struggle and which may be synchronized with operations already 
planned or underway, will be welcomed. 

The discussion was on the most friendly and cordial plane and 
afforded the President a welcome opportunity to emphasize the bonds 
of friendship and mutual interest between the two countries. 

34 Remarks Before the Congress on Presenting the Medal of 
Honor to Sergeant Jake W. Lindsey. May 21, 1945 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, Members of the Congress: 

We are assembled here today to confer the Nation’s highest decora- 
tion on a young American soldier. It so happens that Technical Ser- 
geant Jake W. Lindsey of Lucedale, Mississippi, is the one hundredth 
Infantryman to receive the Medal of Honor in this war for bravery 
above and beyond the call to duty. Through him, we pay a grateful 
Nation’s tribute to the courage of all our fighting men. 

The history of this war is filled with countless acts of valor by our 
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soldiers and sailors and marines under fire. Those who win the Medal 
of Honor have displayed the highest quality of courage. 

We have heard in the citation what Sergeant Lindsey did. His in- 
spiring deeds on the battlefield require no further praise from any 
man. They stand — ^with the deeds of the others on whom this decora- 
tion has been conferred— in the finest tradition of American heroism. 

This Medal, to repeat, is given for gallantry at the risk of life beyond 
the call to duty. No ofl&cer ordered Sergeant Lindsey to stand alone 
against a company of the enemy. No ofl&cer ordered him when 
wounded to engage eight Germans in hand-to-hand combat. Those 
decisions came from his own heart. They were a flash of the nobility 
which we like to think is a part of every American. They were the 
unselfish valor which can triumph over terrible odds. They were the 
very essence of victory. 

Since the beginning of this war, 223 Medals of Honor have been 
awarded to members of the Armed Forces. Of these, 162 have gone 
to the Army, 33 to the Navy, 27 to the Marine Corps, and one to the 
Coast Guard. One hundred of the men so decorated have been In- 
fantrymen, and of them 50 died in performing the acts for which they 
were honored. 

It seems fitting that in this symbolic ceremony we should honor an 
infantryman. There is little glamor in his service. He faces not only 
the enemy before him, but the cold and the heat, the rain and the snow, 
the dust and the mud, which so often makes his life miserable. These 
things he endures, and rises above them to such deeds as those we cele- 
brate today. 

This is a proud and moving occasion for every American. It follows 
the complete victory of our AUied Forces over a powerful enemy in 
Europe. It finds us striking devastating blows in the Pacific. We are 
preparing to strike them later in overwhelming force. 

Before the batde against Japan is won, we shall have other men to 
honor — ^men whose deeds, like those we celebrate today, will have 
brought closer our inevitable victory. 

I hope that every man and woman in om: Nation today will reverently 
thank God that we have produced such sons as these. With their high 
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courage as an inspiration, we cannot fail in the task we have set for 
ourselves. 

It is with gratitude and pride that as President of the United States, 
and in the name of the Congress, I have presented this Medal of Honor 
to Technical Sergeant Jake W. Lindsey. 


35 Letter to Heads of War Agencies on the Economic 

Situation in the Liberated Countries of Northwest Europe. 
May 22, 1945 

Dear : 

Judge Rosenman’s report of which you have a copy has pointed out 
the extremely serious economic situation in the liberated countries of 
Northwest Europe. The report confirms in strong terms the need for 
action on the part of this Government. 

In brief the report points out the following: 

(1) A dangerously low level of nutrition exists generally in these 
liberated countries except in the rural, food raising areas. The pro- 
duction of coal is not meeting even minimum requirements. The 
means of internal transportation by rail, canal and highway have suf- 
fered substantially from looting and destruction. What are left have 
been largely devoted to Allied military use. Ports have suffered ex- 
tensive damage from bombing and demolition. Manufacturing has 
been paralyzed by destruction or damage, lack of raw materials, and 
inadequate plant maintenance. 

(2) The needs of the liberated countries of Northwest Europe are 
grave — ^not only from a humanitarian point of view, but also because 
they necessarily involve many internal and international political con- 
siderations. To a great extent the future permanent peace of Europe 
depends upon the restoration of the economy of these liberated coun- 
tries, including a reasonable standard of living and employment. 
United States economy, too, will be deeply affected tmless these areas 
again resume their place in the international exchange of goods and 
services. A chaotic and hungry Europe is not fertile ground in which 
stable, democratic and friendly governments can be reared. 
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(3) Just as the United States has been the largest producer of the 
United Nations in wartime, so will it naturally be looked to as the 
principal source of civilian supplies for these countries. 

It is the established policy of this Government to accept this respon- 
sibility as far as it is possible to do so. 

As a matter of national policy, therefore, I request your agency to 
grant the priority necessary to meet the minimum civilian require- 
ments of those of our Allies who have been ravaged by the enemy to 
the fullest extent that the successful prosecution of military operations 
and the maintenance of our essential domestic economy permit. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


note: This is the text of identical let- 
ters addressed to J. A. Krug, Chairman, 
War Production Board; Marvin Jones, 
Administrator, War Food Administra- 
tion; Harold L. Ickes, Administrator, 
Solid Fuels Administration for War; 
and Leo Crowley, Chairman, Foreign 
Shipments Committee. 


A summary of Judge Rosenman’s re- 
port to President Truman on the prob- 
lem of civilian supplies for the liberated 
areas of Northwest Europe, released by 
the White House oin April 30, 1945, is 
published in the Department of State 
Bulletin (voL 12, p. 860). 


36 Letter Accepting Resignation of Francis Biddle as the 
Attorney General. May 23, 1945 
Dear Francis: 

In accepting your resignation, I desire to express my appreciation of 
the patriotic services which you have rendered to your country during 
the war and during the days when we were preparing for the war. 

I shall always look back with pleasure upon my association with you 
while I was in the Senate as well as during the past months. 

I hope that you will have continued happiness and success in your 
future work, and I trust that I may have the privilege of consulting you 
in the future whenever occasion arises. 

I am making your resignation eflfective July i, 1945. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 
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note; Attorney General Biddle served dated May 21, 1945, was released with 
from September 5, 1941, through the President s reply. 

June 30, 1945. His letter of resignation, 


37 Letter Accepting Resignation of Frances Perkins as 
Secretary of Labor. May 23, 1945 
Dear Frances: 

I accept your resignation as Secretary of Labor with great regret and 
with deep appreciation for all of the untiring service which you have 
rendered to otir country. 

During your administration unsurpassed progress in position, influ- 
ence and prestige has been made by American organized labor. 

During this period, such far reaching legislation as the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, the National Labor Relations Act, and the Social Se- 
curity Act have been enacted — carrying out the social philosophy you 
have so often expressed. 

The rights of labor as a partner in the system of private enterprise in 
the United States have been more firmly established than ever before. 
There has been created a cooperative relationship between industry and 
labor in the United States which has been largely instrumental in turn- 
ing out the weapons of war — ^weapons which brought about the uncon- 
ditional surrender of the Axis powers in Europe, and will inevitably 
bring the same defeat to the Japanese. 

You have certainly carried out the principle of the basic act creating 
your office — “to promote the welfare of the wage earners of the United 
States”. 

I am grateful to you for the leadership and energy and hard work 
which you have shown in this difficult and important field of human 
relations during the past twelve years. 

I should like to make your resignation effective July i, 1945. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Very sincerely yours, 

BUrrt S. Truman 

note: Secretary Perkins served from 1945, was released with the President’s 
March 4, 1933, through June 30, 1945. reply. 

Her letter of resignation, dated May 21, 
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38 Letter Accepting Resignation of Claude R. Wickard as 
Secretary of Agriculture. May 23, 1945 
Dear Claude: 

With great personal regret I am accepting your resignation as Sec- 
retary of Agriculture to take effect on the appointment and qualification 
of your successor. 

You have served more than four years in that ofl&ce. During that 
time the agricultural output of the United States reached unprece- 
dented levels. Under your administration the farmers of the nation 
have performed miracles of production of foods and fibres which did 
so much to win the war in Europe and to place us on the road to victory 
in the Pacific. 

It is a record from which, I am sure, you must derive much satis- 
faction and pride. 

On behalf of our Government, I desire to thank you for your patriotic 
and devoted service. 

I also wish to thank you for consenting to remain in government as 
the Administrator of the Rural Electrification Administration. The 
work of this agency means much for the comfort and efficiency of our 
rural dwellers. I am delighted that it will be in the hands of one who 
has so competently and tirelessly worked for their welfare. 

As problems arise in the field of agriculture, I expect to call upon 
you for advice and assistance. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Haiiry S. Truman 

note: Secretary Wickard served from April 17, 1945, was released with the 
September 5, 1940, through June 29, President’s reply. 

1945. His letter of resignation, dated 


39 Letter Accepting Resignation of Marvin Jones as War 
Food Administrator. May 23, 1945 
Dear Marvin: 

In view of your desire expressed to me last month to return to your 
place on the Court of Claims, I regretfully accept your resignation. I 
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understand that the Chief Jusdce of the Court is now anxious that you 
resume your judicial work as soon as possible. 

Let me express my own appreciation, and also the thanks of the 
people of the United States for the hard, conscientious and eflScient 
work you have done as War Food Administrator. 

It was a most difficult assignment. The needs of our armed forces, 
of our Allies, and of our own civilian population called for the highest 
degree of competence in food production, management and distribution. 
It is to the everlasting credit of the War Food Administration that even 
after supplying the great demands made upon us from aU over the 
world, the American people as a whole not only did not go hungry 
but actually enjoyed a better diet than in the days before the war. 

It is an accomplishment of which you can be very proud. 

With best wishes for continued success and happiness in your work. 
Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

note: Mr. Jones served as War Food resignation, dated May 22 , 1945, was 
Administrator from June 28, 1943, released with the President’s reply, 
through June 30, 1945. His letter of 


40 The President’s News Conference of 
May 23, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Everybody here ? 

[i.] Well, I have some Cabinet changes I wanted to tell you about. 
Mr. Biddle’s resignation has been accepted, and Tom Clark of Texas 
win be appointed in his place as Attorney General. 

Q. C-l-a-r-k — ^no E? 

THE PRESIDENT. Tom C. Clark, no E. 

I will read you the first paragraph of the letter I wrote to Mr. Biddle. 
It says, “In accepting your resignation, I desire to express my apprecia- 
tion of the patriotic services which you have rendered to your country 
during the war, and during the days when we were preparing for the 
war.” 

And in the last paragraph, “I hope you will have continued happi- 
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ness and success in yom: future work, and I trust that I may have the 
privilege of consulting you in the future when occasion arises.” 

I am accepting the resignation of Miss Perkins as Secretary of Labor, 
and am appointing Judge Lewis B. SchweUenbach of Washington to 
be Secretary of Labor. Miss Perkins wrote me a very fine letter, and 
I wrote her a good one. You will receive copies of it. 

Mr. Wickard’s resignation is being accepted, and he is being ap- 
pointed REA Administrator; and Congressman Clinton P. Anderson of 
New Mexico is being appointed Secretary of Agriculture. 

Q. Clinton 5 . Anderson? 

THE PREsroENT. CHnton P. Anderson. 

Q. D, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. P. Anderson, Congressman from New Mexico. He 
has been Chairman of the War Food Committee in the House of 
Representatives. 

Q. Are all these effective immediately 

THE PRESIDENT. No 

Q. effective immediately, or June 30th? 

THE PRESIDENT. ^the last of the fiscal year. These are all effective 

on June 30, except Mr. Wickard’s. His takes effect as soon as he is 
confirmed as REA Administrator. 

I have the resignation of Marvin Jones as War Food Administrator, 
and I would like to read you the last two paragraphs of Mr. Jones’s 
letter and comment on it. 

“While the war was being fought on both fronts, there was consid- 
erable logic in having an independent War Food Administration. It 
has worked well. In each of the war years there has been an outstand- 
ing record of production. There has been complete cooperation 
between the Secretary of Agriculture and myself. 

“Now, however, that victory in Europe has been achieved, I feel that 
the work of the Department and the War Food — and War Food could 
weU be carried on by the Secretary of Agriculture, probably with some- 
what less expenditure of ftmds.” 

Now Judge Jones is going back to the Claims Court on June 30th, 
and when he goes back and relinquishes the Ofl&ce of War Food Admin- 
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istrator, I expect to make the Secretary of Agriculture War Food 
Administrator. 

And I think that’s about all, unless you have got some questions to 
ask me. \T^ughter'\ 

Q. I might say that is pretty good. 

Q. Mr. President, the — Clinton Anderson has been — ^made two or 
three good reports 

THE PRESIDENT. I think SO. 

Q. and have you read them, and have they 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. ^led you to any consideration on your part 

THE PRESIDENT. No, it didn’t. I had him in mind before I read his 
reports, but his reports helped. 

Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Morgenthau offer his resignation this 
morning.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, he did not, and if he had, I wouldn’t accept it. 

Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate 

Q. Who was that? 

Q. We didn’t hear that. 

THE PRESIDENT. Morgenthau. 

Q. What was the reply, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. He did not offer his resignation, and if he had, I 
wouldn’t accept it. 

Q. Sir, do you contemplate any change in the State Department? 

THE PRESIDENT. IdonOt. 

Q. Mr. President, were any of the resignations requested by you? 

THE PRESIDENT. They Were not. I have the resignation of every mem- 
ber of the Government who can resign since I have been President! 
XlMughter^ I can accept them or not as I choose. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, would you clarify, please, the future status 
of Russia imder lend-lease, now that the war in Europe is over? 

THE PRESIDENT. The— I don’t care to discuss that. I think I covered 
it very thoroughly in the statement that was issued.^ 

^For the President's statement upon signing the bill extending the Lend-Lease Act, see 
Item 3^ 
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Q. It left open one question, and that is whether or not Russia is 
getting any lend-lease now? 

THE PRESIDENT. Russk is getting the lend-lease that she has contracted 
to receive during the month of May. 

Q. How about, sir, when the protocol expires at the end of June? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, let’s Wait and see what is necessary to be done 
at that time, then we will take care of it in a way which we think will 
be all right for the peace of the world. 

Q. When did cancellation of orders begin on lend-lease to Russk? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Cancellation of lend-lease began as soon as the 
war ceased. It was not a cancellation, it was a readjustment because 
of the new conditions as they came about due to the collapse of Ger- 
many. The whole thing has to be gone into completely and thoroughly 
for all the nations, and I think it would be handled in a way that the 
coimtry and the world will be helped by it. 

Q. Have you any estimates of the amount of savings resulting from 
the readjustment? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I have not, because I don’t know just how much 
of a readjustment has taken place at the present time. 

Q. Mr. President, under the law can lend-lease equipment be sent 
to Russk, or to any country, when it is not engaged in the war against 
Japan? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, it Can. When it has been allocated to Russia 
by protocol and treaty, we have to carry out our c ommitm ents. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, now that the war in Europe is over, has any 
arrangement been made for early release of the Italian armistice terms ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I know nothuig about it. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, have you— can you inform us at all, on this 
status of German war prisoners, as to when they will cease being pris- 
oners? Have you any plans 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t. 

Q. ^to make any statement on it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t. I can’t do anything about that until we 
have an established government in Germany. 

Q. That might be for a generation. 
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Harry S. Truman, 7945 

THE PEESiDENT. Well, youT gucss is as good as mine. [Laughter'] 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, a couple of weeks ago you told us you knew 
Hitler was dead, but you wouldn’t give us very much detail about it. 
Can you give us any now ? 

THE PEESIDENT. Yes, I think I can tell you why I thought Hitler was 
dead. Himmler had told our Minister in Sweden, through the— I think 
Prince Bernadotte of Sweden— that Hitler had had a stroke and that 
he wouldn’t have but 24 hours to live. And I understood that when- 
ever Himmler said anybody had just 24 hours to live, that’s about all — 
[remainder of sentence inaudible]. That’s what I based my state- 
ment on. 

Q. What — does it still hold true? Is that the way you think he died — 
when he died ? 

THE PEESIDENT. I don’t know a thing about his death more than you 
do — only what I have seen in the papers. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s eighth news White House at 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
conference was held in his office at the May 23, 1945. 


41 Special Message to the Congress on the Organization of 
the Executive Branch. May 24, 1945 

T 0 the Congress of the United States: 

The Congress has repeatedly manifested interest in an orderly transi- 
tion from war to peace. It has legislated extensively on the subject, 
with foresight and wisdom. 

I wish to draw the attention of the Congress to one aspect of that 
transition for which adequate provision has not as yet been made. I 
refer to the conversion of the Executive Branch of the Government. 

Immediately after the declaration of war the Congress, in Title I of 
the First War Powers Act, 1941, empowered the President to make 
necessary adjustments in the organization of the Executive Branch with 
respect to those matters which relate to the conduct of the present war. 
This authority has been extremely valuable in furthering the prosecu- 
tion of the war. It is diflScult to conceive how the executive agencies 
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could have been kept continuously attuned to the needs of the war with- 
out legislation of this type. 

The First War Powers Act expires by its own terms six months after 
the ter min ation of the present war. Pending that time, Title I will be 
of very substantial further value in enabling the President to make such 
additional temporary improvements in the organization of the Govern- 
ment as are currently required for the more effective conduct of the 
war. 

However, further legislative action is required in the near future, be- 
cause the First War Powers Act is temporary, and because, as matters 
now stand, every step taken under Tide I will automatically revert, 
upon the termination of the Title, to the pre-existing status. 

Such automatic reversion is not workable. I think that the Congress 
has recognized that fact, particularly in certain provisions of section loi 
of the War Mobilization and Reconversion Act of 1944. In some 
instances it will be necessary to delay reversion beyond the period now 
provided by law, or to stay it permanently. In other instances it will 
be necessary to modify actions heretofore taken imder Title I and to 
continue the resulting arrangement beyond the date of expiration of the 
Title. Automatic reversion will result in the re-cstabKshment of some 
agencies that should not be re-established. Some adjustments of a 
permanent character need to be made, as exemplified by the current 
proposal before the Congress with respect to the subsidiary corpora- 
tions of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. Some improvements 
heretofore made in the Government under the First War Powers Act, as 
exemplified by the reorganization of the Army under Executive Order 
No. 9082, should not be allowed to revert automatically or at an 
inopportune time. 

I believe it is realized by everyone— in view of the very large number 
of matters involved and the expedition required in their disposition — 
that the problems I have mentioned will not be met satisfactorily unless 
the Congress provides for them along the general lines indicated in this 
message. 

Quite aside from the disposition of the war organization of the Gov- 
ernment, other adjustments need to be made currently and continuously 
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in the Government estabKshment. From my experience in the Con- 
gress, and from a review of the pertinent developments for a period of 
forty years preceding that experience, I know it to be a positive fact 
that, by and large, the Congress cannot deal effectively with numerous 
organizational problems on an individual item basis. The Congres- 
sional Record is replete with expressions of members of the Congress, 
themselves, to this effect. Yet it is imperative that these matters be 
dealt with continuously if the Government structure is to be reasonably 
wieldy and manageable, and be responsive to proper direction by the 
Congress and the President on behalf of the people of this country. 
The question is one that goes directly to the adequacy and effectiveness 
of our Government as an instrument of democracy. 

Suitable reshaping of those parts of the Executive Branch of the 
Government which require it from time to time is necessary and de- 
sirable from every point of view. A well organized Executive Branch 
will be more efficient than a poorly organized one. It will help materi- 
ally in making manageable the Government of this great nation. A 
number of my predecessors have urged the Congress to take steps to 
make the Executive Branch more business-like and efficient. I welcome 
and urge the cooperation of Congress to the end that these objectives 
may be attained. 

Experience has demonstrated that if substantial progress is to be made 
in these regards, it must be done through action initiated or taken by 
the President. The results achieved under the Economy Act (1932), as 
amended, the Reorgaitization Act of 1939, and Title I of the First War 
Powers Act, 1941, testify to the value of Presidential initiative in this 
field. 

Congressional criticisms are heard, not infrequently, concerning de- 
ficiencies in the Executive Branch of the Government. I should be less 
than frank iE I failed to point out that the Congress cannot consistently 
advance such criticisms and at the same time deny the President the 
means of removing the causes at the root of such criticisms. 

Accordingly, I ask the Congress to enact legislation which will make 
it possible to do what we all know needs to be done continuously and 
expeditiously with respect to improving the organization of the Execu- 
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live Branch of the Government. In order that the purposes which I 
have in mind may be understood, the following features are suggested: 

(a) the legislation should be generally similar to the Reorganization 
Act of 1939, and part 2 of Title I of that Act should be utilized intact, 

(b) the legislation should be of permanent duration, (c) no agency of 
the Executive Branch should be exempted from the scope of the legisla- 
tion, and (d) the legislation should be sufl&ciently broad and flexible to 
permit of any form of organizational adjustment, large or small, for 
which necessity may arise. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out that under the foregoing arrange- 
ment (a) necessary action is facilitated because initiative is placed in 
the hands of the President, and (b) necessary control is reserved to the 
Congress since it may, by simple majority vote of the two Houses, 
nullify any action of the President which does not meet with its ap- 
proval. I think, further, that the Congress recognizes that particular 
arrangement as its own creation, evolved within the Congress out of 
vigorous efforts and debate extending over a period of two years and 
culminating in the enactment of the Reorganization Act of 1939. 

Therefore, bearing in mind what the future demands of all of us, I 
earnestly ask the Congress to enact legislation along the foregoing lines 
without delay. 

Harry S. Truman 

42 Special Message to the Congress on Unemployment 
Compensation. May 28, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

The Congress and the Executive Branch of the Government have 
already moved to prepare the country for the difficult economic adjust- 
ments which the Nation will face during the transition from war to 
peace. 

1. The Congress has created the Office of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion to coordinate the reconversion activities of all Federal 
agencies, and that Office has established basic reconversion policies. 

2. Specific laws have been enacted by the Congress setting forth the 


72 



Harry S. Truman, May 28 [42] 

policies and providing the administrative machinery for contract ter- 
mination, plant clearance, financial aid to business, and the disposition 
of surplus property. 

3. Our military and civilian agencies have prepared themselves to 
expedite industrial reconversion and reemployment. 

4. As part of an over-all program for returning veterans the GI Bill 
of Rights provides “readjustment allowances,” weekly cash benefits 
to veterans imtil they are able to obtain jobs. 

5. Congress has permitted business to carry back postwar losses 
against excess profits tax payments during the reconversion period. 

6. Congress has established support prices for agricultural products 
so that farmers will be protected against a postwar collapse of income. 

There remains, however, a major gap in our reconversion program: 
the lack of adequate benefits for workers temporarily unemployed dur- 
ing the transition from war to peace. I urge the Congress to close 
this gap. 

I am confident that, with appropriate measures, we can avoid large- 
scale and lengthy unemployment during the transition period. How- 
ever, some temporary unemployment is tinavoidable, particularly when 
total demobilization becomes possible. Even if reconversion proceeds 
rapidly, no amount of planning can make jobs immediately available for 
all displaced personnel. We must provide maximum security to those 
who have given so fully of themselves on the fighting and production 
fronts. The transition from war to peace is part and parcel of the war 
and we cannot shirk our obligation to those temporarily unemployed 
through no fault of their own. 

To produce what is needed for the Pacific war, we must appeal to 
the workers to accept and rernaia in jobs which they ultimately must 
lose when munitions production ceases. The Government has thus 
incurred a moral obligation to these workers and to those who have 
stuck faithfully to their posts in the past. 

To fulfill this obligation, we must rely principally upon our existing 
system of tmemployment insurance. However, the existing State laws 
embrace three major defects: 

I. Only about 30 million of our 43 million non-agricultural workers 
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are protected by unemployment insurance. The absence of protection 
for Federal Government employees — ^in Navy Yards, arsenals and Gov- 
ernment oflSces— is particularly inequitable, since these workers are sub- 
ject to risks of unemployment similar to the risks of those who work for 
private employers. Lack of protection for employees in small estab- 
lishments and for maritime workers also constitutes a serious short- 
coming in the present programs. 

2. The weekly benefit payments provided under many of the State 
laws are inadequate to maintain purchasing power and to provide a 
reasonable measure of economic security for the workers. Most States 
fix a maximum rate of $15 to $18 a week. This is clearly inadequate 
to protect unemployed workers against ruthless cuts in living standards, 
particularly if they have families. 

3. The length of time for which benefits are paid is too short. In 
nearly one-third of the States, no worker can receive more than 16 weeks 
of benefits in any year, and many workers do not qualify even for this 
length of time. 

Therefore, I recommend specifically that Congress take emergency 
action to widen the coverage of imemployment compensation and to 
increase the amount and duration of benefits — at least for the duration 
of the present emergency period of reconversion. Basically this can be 
accomplished only by amending the Social Security Act so as to induce 
State laws to provide more adequately for anyone who is unemployed. 

To be sure, the States have large sums in the Unemployment Trust 
Fund. But since changes of State laws cannot be effected overnight, 
I propose that the Congress, during this emergency period, extend the 
coverage of unemployment compensation to include Federal employees, 
maritime workers, and other workers not now insured. Moreover, I see 
no feasible way to make benefits payable to such workers, unless they 
are financed entirely by the Federal Government during the present 
emergency. The benefits should appropriately be administered by 
the States. 

I also recommend that Congress provide, through supplementary 
Federal emergency benefit payments, minimum standards for the 
weekly rate and duration of unemployment benefits. Every eligible 
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worker should be entided to 26 weeks of benefits in any one year, if 
his unemployment continues that long. The maximum payment, at 
least for the worker who has dependents, should be raised from present 
levels to not less than $25 per week. In this connection. Congress will 
no doubt wish to reexamine the readjustment allowance provisions of 
the GI Bill of Rights. All payments should be made through the exist- 
ing unemployment compensation machinery of the several States, just 
as payments to veterans are now made. 

These provisions are essential for the orderly reconversion of our 
wartime economy to peacetime production. They are badly needed for 
the duration of the reconversion emergency. 

Decent unemployment benefits would serve as a bulwark against 
postwar deflation. By assuring workers of a definite income for a 
definite period of time. Congress will help materially to prevent a 
sharp decline in consumer expenditures which might otherwise result 
in a downward spiral of consumption and production. Adequate unem- 
ployment insurance is an indispensable form of prosperity insurance. 

Congress will soon deal with the broader question of extending, ex- 
panding and improving our Social Security program, of which unem- 
ployment insurance is a part. Although such improvement is funda- 
mental, congressional deliberations on the broad issues will take time. 
On the specific issue of xmemployment benefits, we may not have time 
available. We are already entering the first phase of reconversion^ we 
must be prepared immediately for the far larger problems of manpower 
displacement which will come with the end of the war in the Pacific. 

I earnestly hope, therefore, that the appropriate Committees of Con- 
gress will undertake immediate consideration of the emergency 
problem. 

ELuoit S. Truman 
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43 Letter Accepting Resignation of Stephen T. Early as 
Secretary to the President May 31, 1945 
Dear Steve: 

I ata very loath to see June first come around because, as you state 
in your very kind letter of the twenty-eighth, it means that you are 
definitely leaving your official post at the White House. 

You know that it is no mere politeness for me to say that I hate to 
see you go. During these recent diffietdt weeks you have been such 
a help to me in getting acclimated to my new duties and responsibilities 
that I shall miss you very much — officially as well as personally. You 
have given me the benefit not only of your long experience in the White 
House, but of your innate wisdom and sound judgment; and I am 
sure that, without you, my task would have been much more difficult. 

The quality and quantity of your work during the past twelve years 
are well known to all of us who have been in Washington. I know 
from the lips of President Roosevelt how much you meant to him, and 
how much he relied upon you. And I now know from personal experi- 
ence how greatly your assistance, cooperation and association can lighten 
the burdens of high office. 

I have been willing to let you go— but not without strings. You are 
to be subject to frequent calls to help me in many ways. You have 
been most gracious in offering whatever future help you can render; 
and I assure you that I shall take advantage of that offer to the fullest. 

My best wishes go with you in your new venttire and in anything 
you undertake. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Haiury S. Truman 

note: Mr. Early served as Assistant 1945. His letter of resignation was re- 
Secretary from March 4, 1933, to July i, leased with the President’s reply. 

1937, and then as Secretary to Jime i, 
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44 The President’s News Conference of 
]une I, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I iiave got two short statements I want to read 
to you to start things off with. 

[i.] \Reading, not literally ] : “Secretary Morgenthau has told me 
about the shocking cases of tax evasion his men have discovered, and I 
am thoroughly in sympathy with his plan to enlarge the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue forces to whatever extent is required to insure full 
compliance with the law.^ 

“Yesterday, I acquainted the top officials of the Civil Service Com- 
mission with our special tax drive and the necessity for an accelerated 
program of recruitment. Arrangements have been made with the Civil 
Service Commission to have placed at every Army discharge center in 
the United States a qualified recruitment officer from the Civil Service 
Commission, fully versed in our recruitment requirements, who will 
steer to us the qualified veterans as they are discharged.” * 

I think there will be enough discharged veterans, probably, with the 
qualifications to meet this io,ooo-man-program that Mr. Morgenthau is 
asking for. 

It is a crime to — a terrible crime, in my opinion, to find these people 
who are hoarding money and living off the black markets, and things 
of that sort, when the sons of the rest of the population are out getting 
killed to save the country. 

And we are going to try to put a stop to it. 

I have another short statement I would like to make, -with regard 
to prisoners of war. 

[2.] {Reading ] : “I wish to express my very deep sympathy for the 


1 At this point the statement, as released b 7 the White House, continues as follows : *Tt 
will be good business for the Government, because every dollar we spend in collection and 
enforcement will produce $20 or more in revenue. And much more important is the matter 
of good morals We are not fighting this war to make millionaires, and certainly we are 
not going to allow the black market operators or any other racketeers to be in a favored class, 
when the men in the armed forces, and our citiz^s generally, are sacrificing so heavily.” 

® The following final paragr^aph appears in the White House release of the statement : 
“The American people understand that sacrifices are necessary. They know the war is still 
far from being over. The one thing that might break down their will to keep on to complete 
victory would be a feeling that a few were profiting from the sacrifices of the many. We 
must see that there is no justification for any such feeling, and that is just what we are 
going to do.” 
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relatives of those members of our armed forces who have the misfor- 
tune still to be held as prisoners of war by the enemy. The welfare of 
these men is a matter of deep concern to me, and I am determined to 
do everything possible to help them and to bring about their release as 
soon as possible. 

“To this end, every effort is being made to get relief supplies and 
mail through to them. At the same time, definitive information is 
being sought concerning the names of those men who are stiU held 
as prisoners of war. The eventual liberation of these prisoners will be 
the result of the victory of our armed forces, and depends upon unre- 
lenting prosecution of the war effort by every American.” 

These prisoners, of course, are the ones that are held by the Japanese. 
There are still a great many of our men who were capmred in the Phil- 
ippines, who are held in Manchuria and other places. We are trying 
our best to do what we can for them under the circumstances. And I 
hope we will really get something done for them. 

Now, if you have any questions you want to ask, I will try to 
answer them. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, will you talk to us about universal military 
training this morning, and your views on it ? 

THE PREsmENT. I have made a— I have had a conference on universal 
military training with some Members of the House and the Senate, 
and we are now trying to work out a policy on it. I would rather not 
discuss it at length this morning, although when I have the thing really 
in form, I will be glad to give it to you. 

And I have got a few views on universal military training of my 
own, which don’t agree "with the Army, and don’t agree with the Navy, 
and don’t agree with the House or Senate, so I will try to get them in 
shape so that we will — . I would rather wait for another time and give 
you a complete statement on that. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, have you been receiving a great deal of mail 
on the subject of these war prisoners ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, yes. We have received an enormous amount of 
mail. The House and Senate are receiving a lot of mail, particularly 
those Members of the House and Senate from the States where the 
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men came from that were in the Philippines at the tim e the Japs got 
the Philippines. 

[5.] Q. How about the Big Three meeting? Has it moved along 
any? 

THE pREsioENT. It is getting closcT. It isn’t yet definitely decided. But 
I think I can say definitely that it will take place in the not far distant 
future. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, you told us that Secretary Wickard’s resig- 
nation would be effective when he was confirmed as REA Adminis- 
trator. What will be the situation if the Senate rejects his nomination? 

THE PRESIDENT. His term will end when the fiscal year ends, with 
the others. 

[7,] Q. Can you tell us, sir, have you been following in the last 
24 hours the Syrian controversy ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. I have been following it for more than 24 hours. 

Q. Have you been in communication with Prime Minister Churchill ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. By wire. 

Q. How recently, sir, could you tell us? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, cvery day. I had a message from him this 
morning, and a message I sent to him this morning; and yesterday, 
and the day before, and the day before that. We are in constant com- 
munication all the time. 

Q. Does that mean by telephone? 

THE PRESIDENT. No,no. By Cable. 

Q. Mr. President, have you any word that the French have agreed 
to Mr. Churchill’s request? 

THE PRESIDENT. The French have ceased firing as a result of the mes- 
sage which Mr. Churchill sent to De Gaulle, with the approval of the 
American Government. 

Q. Have we had any message from the French? 

THE PRESIDENT. None whatever. But the firing ceased, so I am 
reliably informed. 

Q, Sir, has the American Government also given approval to the 
proposal for a tripartite meeting in London, to discuss this Syrian 
question? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No. I have not 

Q. Sir, some rather informal responses were given to us yesterday at 
the State Department, indicating that we would be interested in such 
a meeting. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think we would, but there has been no arrangement 
for such a meeting officially. Not to me, at any rate. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us what effect this Syrian crisis may 
have had on your plans to meet with General de Gaulle .? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t think they have had any effect. There 
has been no definite date set for General de Gaulle’s meeting. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, have you heard from Mr. Hopkins or Mr. 
Davies as to when they are likely to return .? ^ 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I haven’t any definite date on that. 

Q. Do you expect them soon.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I do. 

Q. Could you 

THE PRESIDENT. But don’t know just yet, of course, 

Q. That’s what I was going to ask. 

THE PRESIDENT. ^how soon; but I could say within a week or 10 

days they vsdll be back, I am sure. 

[9.] Q. Was it planned for Justice Jackson to return at this time, 
or is it— his return a result of the fact that — 

THE PRESIDENT. No. He expected to return at this rime to finish up 
some— wind up some of his own business. He went over there for a 
preliminary meeting. He is expecting to return. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you had any conference with the lead- 
ers up on the Hill on the unemployment benefit program? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. No, I haven’t. 

Q. Do you expect to do anything of that kind ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have had a conference with the Leaders of the House 

1 On May 23 the White House announced that the President had requested Harry Hopkins 
and Joseph B. Davies to undertake special missions for him, Mr. Hopkins, it was stated, 
would proceed to Moscow for conversations with Marshal Stalin on matters in discussion 
between the Governments of the Soviet Union and the United States. Mr. Davies, it was 
announced, would go to London to discuss with Prime Minister Churchill and other members 
of the British Government certain matters of common interest to the United States and 
Great Britain arising out of the war 


8o 



Harry S. Truman, 


June I [44] 


and Senate every Monday morning, and we will do it next Monday. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, there are reports from the Coast that indi- 
cate that the United Nations Conference might run on for a while yet. 
Do you — can you give us any light on that ? 

THE PEEsroENT. No. I don’t think it will be unduly prolonged. I 
have been looking for it to end within the next 10 days. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, when Mayor Kelly of Chicago and Mayor 
LaGuardia of New York left Monday, they told us you talked about 
the civilian defense material that is around this country. 

THE PEEsroENT. They talked to me about it. I have been giving it 
some consideration. We are trying to work out a policy and a plan 
for its disposal. 

Q. That hasn’t come to its conclusion? 

THE PEESiDENT. That hasn’t been worked out as yet. I think it will 
be worked out very shordy. 

[13.] Q. Can you tell us about the resignation of Mr. Gillette from 
the Surplus Property oflEce ? 

THE PEESIDENT. One of the first callers I had, after I came down here, 
was Senator Gillette; and he told me that he was not happy in his posi- 
tion and wanted to quit the Surplus Property Board. I asked him to 
stay on imtil I got more f amili ar with the situation, and he came up 
yesterday and told me that he would like to quit within the next month; 
in fact, not later than July 15. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, is it possible that the Big Three meeting 
will become a Big Four, or even a Big Five meeting ? 

THE PEESIDENT. The Only meeting I have ever discussed has been a 
Big Three meeting. 

Q. Is it possible, Mr. President, it may be held in this country? 

THE PEESIDENT. There is a possibility, but I don’t think it’s very prob- 
able. [Laughter] 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, despite your assertion last week regarding 
the State Department, there are persistent reports that we will have a 
new Secretary of State. Could you say anything on that ? 

THE PEESIDENT. I Can’t make it any more emphatic than I did last 
weeL 
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[16.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us whether you will support, or 
are in sympathy with the Wagner-Dingell bill that was introduced, to 
expand social security.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am in favor of the principal parts of it. In fact, I 
think I was one of the authors of that bill in the last Congress. I haven’t 
studied the present draft of the bill, and I am not familiar with its 
details, but in principle I am for it. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, getting back to the Big Three and the 
United Nations meeting, would a delay of a couple of weeks in con- 
cluding the United Nations Conference affect your plans for the Big 
Three meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Not the slightest. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, could you give— provide any more details 
about Mr. Hopkins’s mission to Russia ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will give you more details when Mr. Hopkins comes 
home. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

\The President recalled the newsmen as they started to leave and 
continued the news conference.] 

THE PRESIDENT. Oh— -Oh— I have got an announcement to make 

Voices: Just a minute— just a minute! 

[19.] THE PRKiDENT. I forgot something. I have persuaded Sam 
Rosenman to stay with me for another year, and I am very happy that 
he is going to do it. 

Q. What will be his job ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Same as he has always had. 

Q. Special Assistant, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. Special Assistant to the President. 

Q. Thank you. 

[20.] THE PRESIDENT. Oh, jcs. I am releasing a message to the Con- 
gress this morning, which will have — [laughter] — a summary on the 
war. It will be released at noon. Read that summary very carefully. 
You can’t read the message, it’s too thick 1 [laughter] 

kote: President Truman’s ninth news White House at 10:40 a.m. on Friday, 
conference was held in his office at the June i, 1945. 
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45 Special Message to the Congress on W inning the War 
With Japan. June i, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

The primary task facing the Nation today is to win the war in Japan — 
to win it completely and to win it as quickly as possible. For every 
day by which it is shortened means a saving of American lives. 

No one can recount the success of the forces of decency in this war 
without thinking of the one man who was more responsible for victory 
than any other single human being — Fra nklin D. Roosevelt. 

Under his guidance, this great Nation grew to be the most powerful 
military force in all history. 

Under his leadership, the Allied strategy was developed which broke 
down BKtler’s fortress, crumbled Germany itself into ruins and uncon- 
ditional surrender, and has brought us within striking distance of 
Tokyo. 

But there can be no peace in the world until the military power of 
Japan is destroyed — ^with the same completeness as was the power of 
the European dictators. 

To do that, we are now engaged in a process of deploying millions of 
our armed forces against Japan in a mass movement of troops and 
supplies and weapons over 14,000 miles — a military and naval feat 
unequalled in all history. 

I think it appropriate at this time to inform the Congress and my 
coimtrymen of some of the problems, difficulties, and dangers which 
confront us in finishing this war — ^and how we expect to meet them. 

Those who have the heavy responsibility of directing the Nation’s 
military efforts do not underestimate the difficulties of crushing an 
enemy defended by vast distances and animated by desperate fanaticism. 

And yet, we have adopted what is a new development in military 
history. In the face of a conflict with a numerous and fanatical enemy 
we have undertaken during the next twelve months to discharge approx- 
imately two milli on of the best soldiers the world has ever seen. 

The program for the defeat of Germany was accomplished with an 
accuracy seldom attained in war— yet we had but little margin at the 
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finish. On April i, 1945, the last American division to arrive in France 
entered the battle line. 

The strategy of the war in Europe was to have all the men that could 
be effectively deployed on land and sea to crush the German mihtary 
machine in the shortest possible time. 

That is exactly what we plan to do to Japan. 


Up to the time of the collapse of Germany the United States Navy, 
under the superb leadership of Fleet Admiral King, was carrying on two 
great campaigns thousands of miles apart from each other — one in the 
Atlantic and one in the Pacific. 

These campaigns were distinctly different. The Atlantic campaign 
consisted essentially of anti-submarine and amphibious operations. 
Even as the war nears the end, our Navy had to cope with a submarine 
blitz which was intended to hit our coast in April. 

The Pacific campaign has involved to a major degree all the surface, 
air, amphibious, and submarine aspect of Naval warfare; but anti- 
submarine operations have played only a subordinate role. 

At one time in 1943, the United States Navy was employing over 
1100 planes in its anti-submarine warfare in the Atlantic; and, in mid 
1944, over 900 ocean-going escort vessels. 

All of our escort vessels have been, or will be, sent to the Pacific, 
except for a very few to be retained in the Atlantic for training purpose 
or to meet any remotely possible emergency. 

Our Navy, in addition to the miraculous job of convojdng our end- 
less stream of men and materials to Europe, did its full share, under 
over-all British naval command, in amphibious operations in that 
theatre. The use of its landing craft and carriers, and the fire support 
of its battleships, cruisers, and destroyers, made possible the landings in 
North Africa in 1942, in Sicily and Italy in 1943, and in Normandy and 
southern France in 1944. 

Even before the invasion of France, some of our Atlantic naval force 
had already been sent to the Pacific. After our troops were firmly es- 
tablished ashore, fighting ships were moved to the Pacific as rapidly 
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as they could be released from the requirements of the European and 
Mediterranean theatres and from anti-submarine warfare. The Jap- 
anese have already felt the presence of those ships — ^and will continue 
to feel it more and more. 

In the Pacific the naval campaign has gone through four major 
phases. 

The first was the defensive of 1941 and of the first half of 1942, when 
we fought in the Philippines and the East Indies, in the Coral Sea, at 
Midway and in the Aleutians. 

The second was the offensive-defensive in late 1942 at Guadalcanal. 

The third was the limited offensive in 1943 when we advanced slowly 
through the Solomons and re-took the Aleutians. 

The fourth was the full offensive of 1944 and 1945 when the forces 
of the Southwest Padfic Area under General of the Army MacArthur 
and those of the Central Pacific Area under Fleet Admiral Nimitz 
made their great seaborne sweeps to the Philippines and Okinawa. 

During this time the Navy has fought four full-scale sea battles; the 
Coral Sea, Midway, the Philippine Sea last summer off Saipan, and 
the three-pronged Battle for Leyte Gulf last October. 

The Japanese surface Navy has now been reduced to a fraction of 
its former self. We have driven their ships into hiding and their naval 
aircraft back to their shore bases. 

A large part of this success is due to our present carrier-based air 
power, which has permitted us to carry forward, for many hundreds 
of miles at a time, the air cover that is needed for a successful amphib- 
ious attack. The carriers that made possible these enormous strides 
were laid down in 1940 — ^a year and a half before we entered the war. 
Had they not been started then, our fast advances in the Pacific could 
not have occurred until much later. 

The Japanese merchant marine, in spite of a large program of build- 
ing, has now been reduced to less than a quarter of its pre-war size. 
In fact we have sunk more Japanese merchant tonnage than they had 
at the time of Pearl Harbor. 

For this and for the reduction of the Japanese Navy, we can thank 
our submarines, our Army and Navy shore-based aircraft, and our fast 
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carrier task forces. Today, no enemy ship can proceed between Japan 
and her southern conquests without running the most serious risk. 

The outstanding feature of the Pacific war — ^the one which sets it 
apart from all previous wars — ^has been the number of the amphibious 
operations. 

We have constructed a great fleet of special vessels for this purpose: 
attack transports, attack cargo ships, landing ships and landing craft. 
These ships make it possible to put troops and equipment ashore on 
open beaches in the minimum of time. 

The Navy has a great share in every amphibious attack. For in- 
stance, one attack which involved landing 45,000 troops required the 
use of 125,000 naval personnel. In general it may be said it takes two 
to three sailors to put one soldier or Marine ashore. It takes half a 
milli on tons of naval shipping for each division in an amphibious 
operation. 

The Navy is now engaged in a series of grim tasks: a battle of attri- 
tion with the Japanese Air Force in the waters around Japan and 
Okinawa; a tightening of the blockade of Japan; redeploying its own 
forces from Europe; aiding the Army to redeploy; and preparing for 
the climactic operations yet to come. 

As we approach the enemy’s homeland, the density of his air power 
naturally becomes greater and greater. A year and a half ago, the 
enemy had more than 5000 operating airplanes to guard perhaps 
eighteen million square miles of area. We could attack wherever we 
saw that the defense was thinly spread. Since then, we have reduced 
his total air power very much, but the area he is now forced to defend 
has been shrunk so much more quickly by our rapid advance, that the 
density of his air power is four or five times as great as it was. 

This means tough fighting in the air. It means the loss of ships. It 
means damaged ships that must be replaced or brought back thousands 
of miles for repair. 

We at home can hardly imagine either the delirium of Japanese 
suicide attacks on our troops, airfields and ships, or the heroism of our 
men in meeting them. As we approach the main islands of the enemy 
the damage to our ships and the loss of our men are becoming more 
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severe. In the future we shall have to expect more damage rather 
than less. 

In carrying out its future tasks the Navy will need not only all of its 
present great fleets, it will need additional vessels. These vessels are 
now being built — ^partly to replace anticipated losses in future opera- 
tions and partly to reinforce the fleet for the final operations it will have 
to conduct in enemy home waters. 

The Navy is deploying all but a handful of its men from Europe to 
die Pacific. But unlike the Army, the Navy, after the collapse of Ger- 
nany, did not have a surplus of personnel. There cannot be even a 
nartial naval demobilization — ^until the Japanese are defeated. 

The Navy still needs civilian laborers, particularly in the yards where 
ihips are repaired. Working continuously under the concentrated air 
effort of the enemy, the fleet suffers daily damage. Many vessels have 
•ome back wounded in varying degree. To tell the number would 
jive information to the enemy but the number is substantial. The 
'^avy must get these ships back into the fight with the least possible 
ielay. 

We have in our Navy yards the machinery and mechanical equip- 
nent to deal with the mounting load of battle damage. But civilian 
vorkers are needed now in ever increasing numbers. I know that the 
>atriotic workers of the nation will rally to the aid of the Navy in this 
mergency as they have rallied in past emergencies. For they know 
diat every day saved in getting a damaged ship back into service 
ihortens the war and saves American lives. 


In the air, we have shown what America can do with land-based 
jlanes and with carrier-based planes — ^in strategic bombing and in tac- 
ical bombing. 

We are now able in Germany to investigate and examine the results 
)f our strategic bombing. In spite of the most desperate resistance of 
he Luftwaffe and in spite of murderous barrages from anti-aircraft 
juns, the American and British Air Forces smashed at German indus- 
ry day after day and night after night until its support of the German 
irmies caved in. 
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Our strategic bombardment did a complete and masterly job of de- 
stroying the sources of strength of the German Air Force and the Ger- 
man military machine. Our bombers dried up the flow of vital oil 
and gasoline supplies not only to the German Air Force, but to the 
rest of the German Army and to German industry as well. 

We have had experience too — deadly experience for the Nazis — ^with 
our tactical air forces as distinguished from strategic bombing. They 
wrecked the bridges and roads, the railroads and canals on which the 
German army counted. Germany’s best panzer divisions — entire Army 
Corps, in fact— -were immobilized. 

The air force of Japan is not as strong an opponent as the Luftwaffe. 
Japanese industry is neither as great nor as scattered as Germany’s. The 
planes we are using and will continue to use against Japan will be 
larger in size and more powerful in action than our bombers in 
Europe. 

Our Army planes and our Navy ships and planes are now driving 
Japan out of the air, and when our strategic air force reaches the Pacific 
in full mi g ht it will demolish the enemy’s resources of production. Our 
strategic bombardment of Japan is now well beyond its initial phase. 
The missions of the Twentieth Air Force are mounting in size and 
intensity. Substantial portions of Japan’s key industrial centers have 
been levelled to the ground in a series of record incendiary raids. What 
has already happened to Tokyo will happen to every Japanese city 
whose industries feed the Japanese war machine. I urge Japanese civil- 
ians to leave those cities if they wish to save their lives. 

Our tactical air forces, experienced and battle-wise, will soon be 
ranging over the Japanese homeland from nearby bases. 

The Japanese air force will be shattered by our Army and Navy fliers 
as surely and relentlessly as the Luftwaffe. The concentration of Jap- 
anese industry, so long an advantage, will now contribute materially to 
Japan’s downfall. 

The Army Air Forces began its redeployment last December when 
a heavy bomber group returned to this country from Europe, and 
received B-29 training before moving to the Pacific. The following 
month a B-25 medium bomber group came to this country and pro- 
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ceeded, after training, to fly A-26 attack bombers against the Japanese. 

During the last month twenty bombardment groups have received 
orders to move from Europe to the Far East by way of the United 
States. 


Our ground armies, our corps and our divisions have followed the 
best traditions of the American soldier for courage and skill; and their 
leadership has been of the uniformly high quality which results in 
victory. 

The United States has been fortunate in having as the Chief of StaflE 
to the Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy a man of so great 
experience and ability as Fleet Admiral Leahy. 

We have also been fortunate in having at the head of our land and 
air forces men like General Marshall, General Eisenhower, General 
MacArthur and General Arnold. They have provided the inspiration 
and the leadership for all our Army operations. 

The American soldier of this war is as brave and as magnificent as 
the American soldier has always been. He has the initiative and in- 
genuity he has always had. But in this war he is a better soldier and a 
more successful soldier than he has ever been before. For in this war 
he has gone into battle better trained, better equipped, and better led 
than ever before. 

In the face of the formidable Nazi hordes which had secured a 
stranglehold on Western Europe, our armies, shoulder to shoulder with 
those of our Allies, forced a landing on the shores of France. In the 
short space of eleven months they drove the enemy from France, Bel- 
gium, Luxembourg and Holland and forced him to unconditional 
surrender in the heart of his own homeland. 

To the south our troops and those of the Allies wrested North Africa 
from the Axis, fought a dogged advance through Italy from Sicily to 
the Alps, and pinned down a force that otherwise could have brought 
substantial aid to the enemy on the eastern and western fronts. 

The heroism of our own troops in Europe was matched by that of 
the armed forces of the nations that fought by our side. They and 
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the brave men in the underground movements of the occupied coun- 
tries — ^all gave their blood to wipe the Nazi terror from the face of the 
earth. They absorbed the blows of the German military machine 
during the many months in which we were building up our expedi- 
tionary forces, and they shared to the full in the ultimate destruction 
of the enemy. 

The same courage and skill which brought about the downfall of the 
Nazis are being displayed by our soldiers now fighting in the Pacific. 
Many of them are veterans of the grim months following Pearl Harbor. 

Since 1942 our Army troops and Marines in the south Pacific have 
thrown the enemy back from his furthermost advances in New Guinea 
and the Solomons, have traveled 1500 miles up the New Guinea coast- 
line, have conquered the Admiralty Islands, Biak and Morotai. Mean- 
while, Marines and Ajrmy troops have been cleaning up in the Solomons 
and the Palaus. In October of last year these magnificent achievements 
culminated in the landing of our troops in Leyte. Four months later 
they freed Manila. 

Westward across the Central Pacific other Marines and Army imits, 
in hard fought battles, have forced the Japanese back four thousand 
miles. Tarawa, Kwajalein, Saipan, Guam, Iwo Jima have been the 
stepping stones. Today Army and Marine divisions are slowly but 
steadily sweeping the Japanese from Okinawa. 


All of our campaigns in Europe and in the Pacific have depended on 
long lines of communications and upon quantities of supply unheard 
of in prior warfare. One of the marvels of Allied achievements has 
been the organization, guarding and operation of these world-girdling 
supply lines. 

For this we have to thank management and labor in our war indus- 
tries, our farmers and miners and other Americans — ^who produced the 
equipment and supplies for ourselves and our Allies; the gallant mem- 
bers of our Merchant Marine — ^who transported them overseas under 
the guns of our Navy; and the men of our Army Service Forces— upon 
whose work in clearing ports, rushing up supplies, and constructing 
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roads, railroads, bridges, highways, and gasoline pipe lines, the fate of 
battle often depended. 

There are also included in our experience in this war miracles of sav- 
ing human life as well as miracles of destruction of the enemy. Since 
the invasion of Africa in November, 1942, in all our operations in 
Europe and in Africa, we have lost about 1600 soldiers from sickness. 
In the Civil War the Union forces, never more than a third as large as 
our forces in Europe, had 224,000 deaths from sickness. In the three 
years since April, 1942, the Army forces in the disease-infected islands 
of the Pacific lost fewer than 1400 men from sickness. 

Surgery in this war has reduced the percentage of death from wounds 
in the Army from 8.25% in the last war to 4% in this one. This is due 
to many factors: the high professional skill of the surgeons and nurses, 
the availability of blood and blood plasma, penicillin and other new 
miracles of medicine; the devotion of the Medical Corps men who 
rescue the wounded under fire, the advanced position of surgical staffs 
right up behind the front lines. 


Shifting our ground and air strength from Europe to the Far East 
presents transportation problems even greater and more complicated 
than those involved in the initial deployment of our forces to all parts 
of the world. Millions of men and millions of tons of supplies must 
be moved half way around the globe. 

The movement of troops from Europe has been swift in getting under 
way. They are coming by ship and they are coming by air. Every day 
the process of transfer gains momentum. 

After the first World War— when the only problem was getting men 
home and there was no bitter, powerful enemy left to fight — it took 
nearly a year to complete the evacuation of 1,933,156 men. This time 
the Army Transportation Corps and the Air Transport Command 
plan to move 3,000,000 troops out of Europe before a year passes. 

It is not easy to visualize the volume of supplies that must precede, 
accompany, and follow the soldiers going from Europe and the United 
States into the Pacific. To maintain our forces in Europe the Army 
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shipped across the Atlantic 68 million tons of equipment and food — 
nearly eight times the total shipped in all the first World War. 

Now we must reclaim all of this equipment that is still serviceable. 
We must supplement it with new production. And we must make 
shipments of comparable size to the Pacific over supply lanes which 
are three times as long as those to Europe. 

The initial requirement of equipment for each man fighting against 
Japan is about six tons and an additional ton is needed each month for 
maintenance. 

Finding the ships to transport these supplies is not the only dfficulty. 
We must continue to develop in the Pacific new harbors and bases out 
of practically nothing, install roads and build power systems. 

Great as these problems of redeployment are, we are not losing sight 
of the human aspect in shifting men from one side of the world to the 
other. Wherever it can be done without slowing down the pace of 
our projected operations in the Pacific, we are deploying our soldiers by 
way of the United States so that they may have a chance to visit their 
homes and loved ones before they go on to tackle the Japanese. 

On the basis of present estimates, only a small fraction of the men 
now in Europe will have to go directly to the Far East without first 
stopping ofE at home. 

The remainder of our present European force will go to the Pacific 
through the United States, will be assigned to necessary military duties 
in this country, will be discharged, or will be kept in Europe for occu- 
pation duty. Most of those who will go directly to the Pacific are in 
supply and service units whose presence in the new theater is essential 
to the imm ediate construction of harbors, bases, communications and 
airfields — ^from which to step up our blows against Japan. 

The Army is mindful that those who come through this coimtry 
want to get home with the least possible delay once their ship docks, 
or their plane lands. Everything is geared for speed to accomplish this 
at the air and sea ports. Within twenty-four hours in most cases they 
are aboard a train at government expense bound for one of the nineteen 
Army Persoimel Centers, where the men immediately eligible for dis- 
charge are separated from those who are destined for further service. 
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Men who are to remain on active duty are promptly “ordered” home 
from the Personnel Center at government expense, for a period up to 
thirty days, plus travel time, for rest and recuperation. 

The period spent at home is not charged against the man’s furlough 
time nor is it classed as leave of absence. It is “temporary duty”, and 
the soldier draws full pay for the period. His only instructions are to 
have the best time he knows how until he reports back to the Per- 
sonnel Center. That is what I mean when I say that we have not for- 
gotten the human side of redeployment. 

Relatives and friends of servicemen can do their part in this program 
by not crowding around the ports and personnel Centers through which 
the men pass. The men will get home as soon as is humanly possible. 
Troop movements on the nation’s railroads will become increasingly 
heavy from now on. I ask for full public cooperation in preventing any 
aggravation of this burden on domestic transportation, for it would slow 
down the rate at which soldiers can be reunited with their loved ones. 

At the same time as we step up the movement of men and munitions 
to the Far East, we have been exerting every effort to increase the num- 
ber of ships available to return men to this country for discharge. 

Three hundred and sktcen cargo ships are being converted to help 
soldiers get out of Europe faster. They are not the most luxurious 
ships ever seen, but they will get the men home. In addition, the 
British are letting us use their three proudest passenger liners— the 
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mary and the Aquitania. 

These, added to fifty of our own transport vessels, eight himdred 
bombers and transport planes, and such ships as we are able to use 
out of the German merchant fleet, will make it possible to bring men 
home for discharge without interfering with the main job of trans- 
ferring troops and equipment to the war against Japan. 

The Army’s system for selecting the soldiers for release to civilian life 
represents a democratic and fair approach to this most diflEcult prob- 
lem. A poll was taken among enlisted men in all parts of the world. 
They were asked what factors they believed should be taken into con- 
sideration in deciding who should be released from the Army first. 
More than 90 per cent said that preference should go to those who had 


93 



[ 45 ] I Public Papers of the Presidents 

been overseas and in combat longest, and to those with children. 

The Army spent two years developing a program of point credits 
designed to carry out these views expressed by the soldiers. It checked 
and rechecked its program, and made comprehensive surveys in order 
to make sure that the plan would achieve the objectives. 

The system applies equally to the members of our Army in all parts 
of the world. It embodies the principle of impartial selection that we 
appHed in drafting our citizen Army and that we shall continue to 
apply in meeting the manpower requirements of our armed forces 
until Japan is defeated. 

By reducing the strength of the Army from 8,300,000 to 6,968,000 
and by maintaining the Army calls on Selective Service at a level sub- 
stantially higher than requirements for actual replacements, it will be 
possible to restore to their homes during the next year a total of two 
million officers and men, including those who will leave because of 
wounds, sickness, age and other specific causes, as well as those who will 
leave under the point system. 

To accomplish this while continuing to be liberal in the deferment of 
men thirty years of age and over, it is the Administration’s policy to 
induct all non-veterans under thirty years of age who can be replaced 
and who can qualify for the armed forces. Many of such men who have 
thus far been irreplaceable will become available for induction when 
the plants in which they are working are cut back or when they can 
be replaced from time to time by cutback-production workers and 
returning veterans. 

In the three weeks since the point system became effective 2500 
officers and 33,000 enlisted men and women from every theater of war 
have received final discharge papers at Army Separation Centers. 
During Jxme, 50,000 high-score men are scheduled to leave Europe for 
this country, and 33,000 arc scheduled to come from the Pacific and 
Asia. The great majority of these, a few days after they arrive, will 
be civilians again. 

Let no one be imder the delusion that these discharges are being 
authorized because the war is nearing an end or because we feel the 
Japanese are easy to beat. They are being made because our mili tary 
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leaders believe that we can reduce the overall strength of our Army at 
this time without jeopardy to our cause in the Pacific or to the lives of 
the men fighting there. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff, after consultation with General MacArthur 
and Admiral Nimitz, have decided that our Army can deliver its 
heaviest blows in the Pacific and win final victory most quickly with 
a strength which a year from now will be about seven milli on. 

By maintaining our Army at this size, we shall be able to more than 
double the force we now have in the Pacific and hurl against the 
Japanese an overseas force larger than the 3,500,000 men who united 
with our Allies to crush the Wehrmacht and the Luftwaffe. 

These are the men who will be carrying the fight to the enemy, but 
obviously they cannot operate effectively tmless there are adequate 
reserve troops in training in the United States, and also an adequate 
base from which our advance troops can be supplied and serviced. 

It is our plan that every physically fit soldier in the United States 
who has not yet served overseas be assigned to foreign duty when he 
completes his training or, if he is fulfilling an essential administrative 
or service job, as soon as he can be replaced by a returning veteran. 
This has been the Army’s policy since the beginning of the war. It 
will be rigidly adhered to in the redeployment period. 

If it were not for the overwhelming ascendancy established by our 
air and fleet units, we should have to send many more men to the 
Pacific than we now intend. The Japanese have more than four million 
troops under arms — a force larger than the Germans were ever able to 
put against us on the Western Front. To back up this Army, they have 
several milli on additional men of military age who have not yet been 
called to the colors. We have not yet come up against the main strength 
of this Japanese military force. The Japanese army is organized into 
100 combat divisions. Its air force, despite the heavy losses it has 
suffered, still comprises over 3,000 combat planes. We are cutting 
heavily into Japanese aircraft production through our Superfortress 
raids, but Japan remains capable of producing planes at the rate of 
1,250 to 1,500 a month. 

Army casualties on Okinawa from March 18 to May 29 totaled 3,603 
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killed and missing and 14,661 wounded. The Marines in the same 
period reported 1,880 dead and missing and 8403 wounded. Navy and 
Coast Guard losses were 4,729 killed and missing and 4,640 wounded, 
an overall total for all services of 10,221 killed and missing and 27,704 
wounded. Japanese deaths were nearly six times as great as our own. 
On May 29, the total of Japanese killed on Okinawa was 61,066. 

That is an example of the increasing toughness of this war as our 
troops get closer to Tokyo. 

It is this kind of fighting we must be prepared for in our future cam- 
paigns. All of our experience indicates that no matter how hard we 
hit the enemy from the air or from the sea, the foot soldier will still 
have to advance against strongly entrenched and fanatical troops, 
through sheer grit and fighting skill, backed up by all the mechanical 
superiority in flamethrowers, tanks and artillery we can put at his dis- 
posal. There is no easy way to win. 

Our military policy for the defeat of Japan calls for: 

(1) Pinning down the Japanese forces where they now are and keep- 
ing them divided so that they can be destroyed piece by piece. 

(2) Concentrating overwhelming power on each segment which 
we attack. 

(3) Using ships, aircraft, armor, artillery and all other materiel in 
massive concentrations to gain victory with the smallest possible loss 
of life. 

(4) Applying relentless and increasing pressure to the enemy by 
sea, air and on the land, so that he cannot rest, reorganize or regroup 
his battered forces or dwindling supplies to meet our next attack. 


Of course the differences between the war in Europe and the war 
in the Pacific will cause differences in war production. The composi- 
tion of the army will be different, as will the equipment issued to troops. 
There will be changes in strategic plans and in replacement factors. 

Until the expanded pipelines for the Pacific war are filled, and imdl 
equipment arrives in substantial amounts from the European theatre, 
war production must continue at a high rate. 
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Harry S. Truman, 

The Navy program will continue on an even keel. 

There has been a sharp reduction in the program of the Army Air 
Forces. 

Similar sharp cuts in the program of supplies for our ground troops 
are now being put into effect. Some new items of equipment will be 
added. The emphasis will be shifted in others. 

Thus, there will be a decreased production in heavy artillery, artillery 
ammunition, trucks, tanks and small arms. 

There 'will be increased production in aircraft bombs, atabrine, steel 
barges, wire and insect screening cloth, combat boots, cotton uniforms, 
amphibious trucks, raincoats, distillation units, radio relay units, special 
railway equipment, and motorized shop equipment. 

In a number of important items there will be little change in demand 
for an indefinite period. These include food, clothing, petroleum prod- 
ucts, lumber, and certain chemicals. It is Hkely that all these will 
remain on the critical list. Leather is tight. So are textiles. There 
is a shortage of cotton duck and fabrics for clothing. The food prob- 
lem has been accentuated by the steadily increasing numbers the Army 
has been called upon to feed. 

Accordingly, production for the Japanese war cannot be taken as 
a matter of course. It will require a high percentage of our resources. 

War Production Board Chairman Krug has stated that during the 
balance of this year, our munitions production will run at an annual rate 
of $54,000,000,000, which is almost equal to the rate of 1943, and more 
than nine-tenths the rate during the peak of 1944. 

With these production objectives before us, we must not slacken our 
support of the men who are now preparing for the final assault on 
Japan. War production remains the paramoimt consideration of our 
national effort. 


These then are our plans for bringing about the unconditional sur- 
render of Japan. If the Japanese insist on continuing resistance beyond 
the point of reason, their country will suffer the same destruction as 
Germany. Our blows will destroy their whole modern industrial plant 
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and organization, which they have built up during the past century and 
which they are now devoting to a hopeless cause. 

We have no desire or intention to destroy or enslave the Japanese 
people. But only surrender can prevent the kind of ruin which they 
have seen come to Germany as a result of continued, useless resistance. 

The job ahead for this Nation is clear. 

We are faced 'with a powerful Japanese military machine. These are 
the same Japanese who perpetrated the infamous attack on Pearl Har- 
bor three and one-half years ago; they are the same Japanese who 
ordered the death march from Bataan; they are the same Japanese 
who carried out the barbarous massacres in Manila. 

They now know that their dreams of conquest are shattered. They 
no longer boast of dictating peace terms in Washington. 

This does not mean, however, that the Japanese have given up hope. 
They are depending on America tiring of this war — ^becoming weary 
of the sacrifices it demands. They hope that our desire to see our 
soldiers and sailors home again and the temptation to return to the com- 
forts and profits of peace will force us to settle for some compromise 
short of unconditional surrender. 

They should know better. 

They should realize that this Nation, now at the peak of its military 
strength, will not relax, will not weaken in its purpose. 

We have the men, the materiel, the skill, the leadership, the fortitude 
to achieve total victory. 

We have the Allies who will help us to achieve it. We are resolute 
in our determination— we will see the fight through to a complete and 
victorious finish. 

To that end, with the help of God, we shall use every ounce of our 
energy and strength. 

Hakry S. Truman 
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Harry S. Truman, 1^4^ 

46 Letter Declining To Accept Resignation of Samuel I. 
Rosenman as Special Counsel to the President 
June I, 1945 

Dear Sam: 

I am finally taking action on your letter of resignation dated April 14, 
1945. I am declining to accept it. 

I understand fully your wish, to retire to private life. President Roose- 
velt told me that you had forcibly expressed such a desire to him several 
times since last November, but that he had refused to let you go. The 
reasons which moved him are the same as those which now prompt 
this action by me. 

The self-effacing zeal and patriotic devotion with which you have 
served your country and your President in recent years cannot yet be 
spared. I know the kind of work which you have been doing for the 
Chief Executive day in and day out during that time — seldom, if ever, 
with any public credit or acclaim. 

And yet I know not only from President Roosevelt, but from my own 
personal experience during these recent months, how much your efforts 
have meant to the Chief Executive and to the welfare of our country. 
Some day when accurate history is written, you will receive the credit 
which is due you. 

I want you to stay at your post at least until V-J Day in order that I 
may have your continued assistance. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[The Honorable Samuel I. Rosenman, The White House] 

note: Judge Rosenman’s letter of resignation was released with the President’s 
reply. 
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47 Citation Accompanying Presentation of the Legion of 
Merit to Prince Abdul Ilah of Iraq. ]une i, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF CHIEF COMMANDER 

DURING the course of the present war His Royal Highness, Prince 
Abdul Ilah, Commander-in-Chief, Field Marshal of the Iraqi Army, 
Regent and Heir Apparent to the Throne of Iraq, has never wavered in 
his loyalty to the cause of the United Nations. In combating enemy 
efforts to create misunderstanding and hostility against the Allied Na- 
tions among the peoples of the Near East, he has risked his life and 
position without hesitation. 

By his loyal and steadfast devotion to the Allied cause he has contrib- 
uted materially to the success of the war effort of the United Nations. 

note: The President read the citation Chief Commander, at a ceremony in 
to Prince Abdul Ilah and presented him the White House, 
with the Legion of Merit, Degree of 


48 Letter to the Chairman, House Civil Service Committee, 
Concerning Reduction in Hours of Work. ]une i, 1945 
Bear Mr. Congressman: 

It is my understanding that your Committee, in connection with the 
Overtime Pay provisions of H.R. 2497, has expressed an interest in 
learning about the plans of the executive branch for reductions in hours 
of work. 

Within the near future I intend to advise the heads of the depart- 
ments and agencies that whenever they have oflEces which are located in 
labor market areas classified in Groups II, III, and IV by the War Man- 
power Commission they may reduce the hours of work from 48 per 
week. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[The Honorable Robert Ramspeck, Chairman, Civil Service Committee, House of 
Representatives] 
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49 Statement by the President on the Continued Need for 
Food. June 2, 1945 

IN THIS FOURTH YEAR of war the need for every ounce of food 
which the American people can produce and preserve is greater than 
ever before. 

The supply lines to feed our troops and the millions fighting and 
working with them are the longest in the history of warfare. Along 
the thousands of miles of these lines, food must be kept moving. Our 
soldiers in Europe are eating more canned fruits and vegetables because 
they are changing from combat rations to regular meals. 

Beyond our tremendous military requirements lies the task of work- 
ing with other nations to help liberated peoples regain their strength 
and rebuild their coimtries. There can be no lasting peace in a hungry 
world. 

We Americans must do our part to help swell the nation's food 
supply. 

I call upon every American to hdp discharge this obligation in every 
way possible: 

By growing a victory garden— whether it be in the backyard, in a 
community or company employe plot, or on the farm. There is still 
plenty of time to plant in most parts of the country. 

By dedicating ourselves to growing larger and better gardens and 
seeing them through to the harvest. 

By preserving our food at home or in a community canning center. 
Civilian supplies of commercially canned fruits and vegetables are now 
at the lowest point of the war, and next winter will be one-fourth less 
than last year. 

By conserving food in every possible way— wasting not an ounce. In 
anything so hazardous and difficult as growing food, we cannot afford 
to talfpi chances. We must always reckon with the weather, which in 
some parts of the country delayed plantings and damaged some fruit 
crops. We must plan for maximum production. 

With millions of American men and women dedicated to this task, 
our food will make a real contribution to the final victory and the peace. 

lOI 
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50 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives on 
the Defense Aid Program. ]une 4, 1945 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

I have the honor to transmit for the consideration of the Congress 
an estimate of appropriation for defense aid for the fiscal year 1946, 
exclusive of aid authorized to be transferred by the War and Navy 
Departments and the Maritime Commission, as follows : 

Defense Aid . ... . $1, 975, 000, 000 

This recommended appropriation, together with unobligated balances 
of about $2400,000,000 from the current year, will provide a total pro- 
gram of $4,375,000,000. Since Germany has been defeated, the proposed 
new program of defense aid and the appropriation required are less 
than for the current year. This program, however, reflects our resolu- 
tion to give fully effective aid in order to shorten the war and thereby 
reduce the cost in allied Kves and materials. 

The war against Japan, like the war against Germany, is a coopera- 
tive allied effort. Through lend-lease and reverse lend-lease we shall 
continue to pool our resources with those of our allies so that the crush- 
ing weight of our combined might may be thrown against our remain- 
ing enemy. Where lend-lease funds will make the efforts of our allies 
more elective, we shall use them. Where the redeployment of our 
troops from Europe or our control over enemy areas require aid from 
other nations, lend-lease will be available to enable their maximum par- 
ticipation. Similarly, through reverse lend-lease we can expect our 
allies to give us all the assistance possible. 

In the light of changed war conditions, a preliminary review of lend- 
lease assistance to individual nations has been made. Further review 
will be necessary from time to time in the coming year as the war 
progresses and the needs and the wartime roles of our allies vary. For 
this reason any programs proposed must be considered as most tentative. 

Our recent lend-lease agreements with France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands will be carried out by lend-lease funds to the fullest extent 
consistent with changed war conditions and the basic wartime purposes 
of lend-lease aid. Beyond this I propose that these allies be assisted in 
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financing necessary equipment and supplies by the Export-Import BanL 

Such assistance is consistent with the enlarged role which the Bank 
should be given in providing certain types of industrial equipment and 
supplies which other nations may wish to obtain from us for recon- 
struction. Some aspects of reconstruction are of particular interest 
to this nation and can most appropriately be financed by our own 
instrumentality. 

Accordingly there will be transmitted to the Congress at an early 
date, a proposal providing for adequate legal authorization and ex- 
panded lending capacity for the Bank. 

The lend-lease and Export-Import Bank programs represent xinilat- 
eral efforts of this country. They are not intended to duplicate the 
work of international agencies. 

The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, for 
example, has been created to meet the more immediate needs of relief 
and rehabilitation where nations are unable to meet their needs from 
their own resources. Legislation is now before the Congress to allow 
participation by the United States in the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development and the International Monetary Fund. 
This legislation merits early consideration and approval. 

In contrast to these devices, however, lend-lease is a positive weapon 
of waging war. The appropriation estimate herein submitted provides 
for its full use to bring the conflict with Japan to a quick and decisive 
end. 

The details of the defense aid estimate are set forth in the letter of 
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in 
whose observations and recommendations I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

note: The letter from the Director of the message in House Document 224 
the Bureau of the Budget, dated June i, (79th Cong., ist sess.). 

1945, and also released, is printed with 
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51 Letter to the Chairman, House Rules Committee, 
Concerning the Committee on Fair Employment 
Practice. June 5, 1945 

Dear Mr. Congressman: 

I understand that the House Appropriations Committee has deleted 
from the War Agencies Appropriation Bill for the fiscal year beginning 
July I, 1945, all appropriations for the Fair Employment Practice 
Committee. 

This action will have the effect of abolishing the Committee and 
terminating its work without giving the Members of the House of 
Representatives an opportunity to vote on the question. 

The Fair Employment Practice Committee was originally established 
before the attack upon us at Pearl Harbor, and was an integral part of 
our defense production program. It has continued since then in one 
form or another; and has grown steadily in importance. Its work 
has been based on the principle that the successful prosecution of the 
war demands the participation of all available workers regardless of 
race, creed or color, and that the policy of the United States was to 
encourage all such persons to full participation in the war effort. 

The war is not over. In fact a bitter and deadly conflict lies ahead 
of us. To abandon at this time the fundamental principle upon which 
the Fair Employment Practice Committee was established is un- 
thinkable. 

Even if the war were over, or nearly over, the question of fair employ- 
ment practices during the reconversion period and thereafter would 
be of paramount importance. Discrimination in the matter of employ- 
ment against properly qualified persons because of their race, creed, 
or color is not only un-American in nature, but will lead eventually to 
industrial strife and ururest. It has a tendency to create substandard 
conditions of living for a large part of our population. The principle 
and policy of fair employment practice should be established perma- 
nently as a part of our national law. 

I understand that one reason assigned for omitting an appropriation 
for the present Committee is that a proposal is now before the Congress 
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to establish a permanent and statutory Fair Employment Practice 
Commission. 

The legislation providing for this Commission is now in the Rules 
Committee. 

Unless it is sent to the floor, the Members of the House will have 
no opportunity to vote upon it. The result will be that on July ist 
next the principle of fair employment practices will have been aban- 
doned by the House of Representatives. 

I therefore urge the Rules Committee to adopt a rule permitting 
this legislation to be voted upon by the Members of the House as 
quickly as possible. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Habry S. Truman 

[The Honorable Adolph J. Sahath, Chairman, Rules Committee, House of 
Representatives] 


52 The President’s News Conference of 
June 7, 1945 

THE PREsroENT. [i.] The first thing, I am exceedingly happy over 
the Bretton Woods — ^345 to 18. And the nonpartisan character of the 
support of that legislation makes me believe that the Congress really is 
for a peace treaty. 

[2.] In connection with Justice Jackson’s war crimes report, which 
was given to you this morning,^ I have been reminded that next Sun- 
day, the loth, will be the third anniversary of the ruthless destruction 
of that Bohemian village of— -I don’t know how to say it— L-i-d-i 

Voices: Lidice. 

THE PRESIDENT. This is One of the most barbarous of all the crimes 
on the Nazi calendar. June loth will be remembered always as another 
day of infamy. 

[3.] I want to say something to you about the transportation situa- 

1 The 8-page report In the form of a letter to the President from Mr. Justice Robert H. 
Jackson, Chief of Counsel for the United States in the prosecution of Axis war criminals, is 
published In the Department of State Bulletin (voL 12, p. 1071). 
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tion that we are facing now, on account of the redeployment situation. 

Colonel Johnson was in to see me yesterday, and told me very plainly 
that we were going to have to meet this transportation situation in 10 
months. We have only a third smaller job to do than the one which 
has just been finished, and it took — ^that was over a period of 48 months. 
This will be over a period of 10 months; that is, to transfer all our 
armed forces across the United States and the deployment in the Pa- 
cific-redeployment in the Pacific. The first transportation job was 
considered a miracle, and this one ahead of us is even bigger. 

And I want to impress it on our citizens that their best contribution 
in this case will be to stay at home. 

I have written a letter to Colonel Johnson on the subject, and a state- 
ment will be available when you go out. But that is most important, 
that redeployment transportation situation. It is going to strain every 
facility we have, in order to get it done on time. 

[4.] Mr. H. A. Millis, Chairman of the National Labor Relations 
Board, has resigned, and I have appointed Paul M. Herzog of New 
York to be his successor. Mr. Millis has been trying to 

Q. May we have that again? 

THE PRESIDENT. H. A. MilHs, Chairman of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, has resigned. He has been trying to quit for some time. 
I appointed Paul M. Herzog. He is in the Navy now, but the Navy 
will let him out, if he gets confirmed. And I think he will be. 

[5.] I want to announce the — Stuart Symington of St. Louis will 
be appointed to succeed Senator Gillette when Senator Gillette’s ex- 
piration date expires July 15th; but I have asked Mr. Symington to 
come up and get familiar with the job by cooperating with Judge 
Vinson, and the other two members of the Board, and Senator Gillette, 
before he leaves. 

Q. Mr. President, may I ask a question there? Do you plan any 
change in the three-man board to a single administrator for the 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a congressional matter that will have to be 
done by law. I can’t change it. 

Q. Will Mr. Symington be Chairman of the Board ? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Hc will be Chairman when Senator Gillette’s ex- 
piration time expires. 

Q. Did you say something about conferring with Mr. Vinson — you 
mean 

THE PRESIDENT. With the Other two members of the Board, and Mr. 
Vinson. 

Q. Is his full name Stuart Symington? Didn’t he have another name 
at the first 

THE PRESIDENT. W. Stuait Symington. 

Q. S-y, isn’t it? 

THE PRESIDENT. S-y-m-i-n-g-t-o-n. And he spells that Stuart in the 
English King manner — S-t-u-a-r-t. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, is this NLRB term for a new term, or the un- 
expired term? 

THE PRESIDENT. It’s to fill out the unexpired term, and for a new term 
also. The present term expires, I think, sometime in August. 

[7.] I want to announce the resignation of Grover B. Hill as Under 
Secretary of Agriculture, and the appointment of John B. Hutson 

Q. H-u-t? 

THE PRESIDENT. H-u-t-s-o-n — he is assistant to Judge Vinson — as the 
Under Secretary of Agriculture. 

Q. What is Mr. Hutson’s home originally? Do you know what 
State? 

THE PRESIDENT. Kentucky. 

Q. Kentuckian. 

THE PRESIDENT. Ken-tucky! 

[8.] I want to announce the resignation of Brigadier General Frank 
T. Hines as Veterans Administrator, and of the other job he has, and 
the— General Omar Bradley will be appointed in his place. \Low 
whistles and exclamaJ.ions\ 

And I want to remind you di—\laughter'\—z. statement that was 
tnadp at the press conference here, on May 15th, in which I said the Vet- 
erans Administration will be modernized, and that should be done as 
soon as possible. But at that time I was not ready to do the job inamedi- 


107 



[52] June 7 Public Papers of the Presidents 

ately, because I hadn’t obtained the consent of the War Department for 
General Bradley to serve. 

Q. Mr. President, will General Bradley be retired before 

THE PEEsmENT. He will not. He will still be a four star General 
while he is in charge of the Veterans Bureau. 

Q. Will he have the other job, too — ^Reemployment and Retraining? 

THE PREsroENT. I don’t think so. I think I am going to dispose of 
that in another way at a little later date. 

Q. Mr. President, when is General Hines’ resignation effective? 
Immediately? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. General Hines’ resignation is effective at my 
pleasure, and that will be when General Bradley can wind up his duties 
in Europe and take over. That will probably take 30 to 60 days to be 
accomplished. 

I wrote General Hines a letter, and here is the way I wind it up. You 
will get copies of both these letters, my letter and his letter of resignation 
too. 

{Readingl : “I want you to know that I have always had, and shall 
continue to have, complete confidence in you, and in your handling of 
public matters. In fact, I shall ask you within the near future to take 
another post of public importance, and I hope you will accept it.” 

And he told me personally that he would. 

Q. Mr. President, on that point, can you say anything about— now — 
about the construction of the medical divisions of the Veterans Bureau ? 
Any change contemplated there? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rather not discuss it now, because I will dis- 
cuss it at a later date. When General Bradley takes over here, I will 
give you the complete layout of it— what we propose to do. 

Q. Mr. President, you mean there will be a reorganization ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It wiU be modernized, let’s put it that way. It will 
be a Veterans Administration for World War II. That was the setup 
for World War I, and has been very adequately handled for World 
War I. But as a World War I soldier, I wouldn’t have been happy to 
have had the Spanish-Ameiican War veterans running the Veterans 
Administration, and I don’t think — [laughterl — ^the new veterans 
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would. I think they would much rather have a general of their own 
war in the place. 

And General Hines thought so, too — rafter we discussed it. 

Are there any questions ? \Laughter[ 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, are you in complete agreement with Justice 
Jackson’s report? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am in entire agreement with it. I think it’s a good 
report, and I think it shows just exaedy what we are attempting to 
accomplish. 

Q. Mr. President, can you shed any light on one section of that re- 
port, where Justice Jackson said that it was the inescapable responsibility 
of this Government to prosecute these war criminals, even if this Gov- 
ernment had to do it alone ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s just — ^it means just exaedy what it says. That 
is what we propose 

Q. Is there any prospect that we will have to do it alone ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No,no. That’s just to make it emphatic. 

Q. Any prospect of an early answer from the other countries on our 
suggestion for a military tribunal ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I think so. I don’t think there will be any delay 
on that. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us 

THE PRESIDENT. The British have already come in, and I am sure the 
Russians and the French will. 

I beg your pardon ? 

[10.] Q. Can you tell us whether you plan any early action to curb 
rises in real estate and security prices ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t gone into that. I have been discussing it 
with Judge Vinson, but have come to no conclusion on them. 

[ii.J Q. Mr. President, have you any comment on the Federal 
Corporation Control bill, so called— Byrd-Butier bill? 

THE pREsroENT. Well, as a Member of the Senate, I was always against 
that bill. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, in coimecdon with your statement about 
transportation, if the situation should become critical, would you be 
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prepared to recommend Federal control, or rationing ? In other words, 
controlling the traveling pubhc? 

THE PEESBOENT. I hope that will not be necessary, but iE it becomes 
necessary, I will certainly do it. 

[ 13.] Q. Mr. President, did you give your approval to the suit filed — 
[inaudible words '\ — on those oil lands by Justice 

T3aE PRESIDENT. I told the Department of Justice to file the suit. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment— what is your 
feeling on the St. Lawrence Seaway } 

THE PRESIDENT. I will discuss that at a little later date. You will find 
the record on that in the Senate, also. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, do you— would you favor a Big Five meet- 
ing to settle the Syrian dispute 

THE PRESIDENT. I WOuld nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the progress of 
Mr. Hopkins’ talks in Moscow 

THE PRESIDENT. I will discuss that when Mr. Hopkins returns— dis- 
cuss it fully. I don’t want to discuss it now. 

Q. Do you have any comment now on the position of the veto in 
San Francisco? 

THE PRESIDENT. That wUl be discussed from San Francisco very 
shortly. 

Q. Sir, have you received from Mr. Hopkins a message, saying that 
he made better than hoped for progress in Moscow ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope you won’t force me to answer that, because 
I want to discuss that when Mr. Hopkins gets back. [Laughter^ 

Q. Mr. President, would you elaborate on that subject — ^that state- 
ment you made, about being discussed from San Francisco ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The announcement will be made from San Francisco. 

Q. Shortly? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, Very shordy. 

Q. Mr. President, could you amplify your views on the Big Five 
meeting with Syria? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the meeting that was contemplated is a Big 
Three meeting to discuss world affairs. I think that the Near Eastern 
situation will be worked out without any Big Five meeting. 
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Q. Any news on the Big Three meeting, when it may be ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think it will be sometime within the next 40 
days. That is as near as I can come to it. 

[16.] Q. Apparently, you have been taking up this matter of com- 
mercial aviation in the postwar period, in your series of talks in the past 
week. Is there anything you could tell us about the position we are in, 
with reference to that now, or 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t. I am not in a position to make a state- 
ment on that, but I will be, I think, next week. 

[17*] Q* Mr. President, the labor leaders saw you today, and they 
told us they asked you to— for an upward revision of the Little Steel 
formula. 

THE PRESIDENT. They did. 

Q. What do you think of that? 

THE PRESIDENT. They always ask that, every time they come around. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Do you think it should be revised upward ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not in any position to make a statement on that. 
We will work out a survey of the situation at a later date, and then 
come to a conclusion. At present, it stands. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, did you discuss taxes with Senator George 
this morning? 

THEPREsroENT. No,Ididnot. I did not. 

[19.] Q. Can you give us your views on this bill passed by the 
House, giving Congressmen $2500 for expense accounts, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, my views are that the Members of the House 
and the Senate are grossly underpaid. I think they should have a salary 
commensurate with the work they do, and I have always thought that. 
A nd I can say it now, for I am no longer a Member of the Senate. 
[Laughter] 

I f-hink the Senators ought— and the Members of the House— ought 
to be in the position so that their principal employer would be the 
United States of America, and that they ought to pass an adequate 
salary bill for themselves. I would certainly sign it if they did, because 
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I know that they need it. I don’t think the Senate or House should be 
a rich man’s club. I think the common, ordinary citizen ought to have 
a chance to serve. 

Q. Do you think it is, at the moment } 

THE PRESIDENT. Notnow. Ithasbecn. 

Q. Does that mean, Mr. President, that you don’t think this is the 
method to do it with ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. I think they ought to come straight out 
and raise their salaries and be done with it. 

Q. Would you veto the bill then, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I won’t veto it. This is a legislative job and I 
will— i£ they want it that way, let them have it, because I know they 
need the money; but I say it would be much better for them if they 
would come out for a straight salary raise. 

Q. Have you a suggestion for an adequate salary ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Anywhcrc from $15,000 to $25,000 a year. 

Q. Mr. President, you didn’t mean to suggest that their principal 
employers weren’t the United States } [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I did not, but I know in my own case, in order 
to meet my bills, I had to make my wife my secretary. She had to work 
all the time in the public interest, instead of keeping house. I didn’t 
like it! [Laughter] And you made a campaign issue out of it in the 
last campaign, and the people Uked it. But that shouldn’t happen, 
there is no sense in tliat at all. This Government is rich enough to pay 
its employees an adequate salary, and they ought to do it. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think diplomats’ salaries should be 
increased? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do that. I think it is absolutely necessary. 

[20.] Mr. President, can you comment on the visit of Justice Black 
vdth you this morning ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It was a social call. Justice Black and I have been 
friends ever since I went to the Senate. This is the first chance 

Q. [Interposing loudly] Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. ^time hc has had a chance to call on me. 

[Laughter] 



Harry S. Truman, 79^5 June 7 [54] 

note: President Truman’s tenth news White House at 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
conference was held in his oiBEce at the June 7, 1945. 


53 Letter to the Director, OfiSce of Defense Transportation, 
Concerning Redeployment of the Armed Forces. 

]une 7, 1945 

Dear Colonel Johnson: 

The transportation facilities of the nation are now called upon for the 
most gigantic task in all the history of transportation. The American 
arnaies must be moved from the victorious battlefields of Europe to meet 
and wipe out the tyranny of the East. In order to do this job most of 
our soldiers will be transported the full length of the American 
continent. 

It required every transportation ingenuity to assemble our armies 
in Europe over a period of four years. This time the job is to be done 
in ten months. The contemplation of this task would overtax our 
faith if we had not found during the course of this war that the im- 
possible has become our daily job. 

I am asking you to extend my congratulations to all of our trans- 
portation agencies — ^and their millions of workers — on the results they 
have accomplished. At the same time express my confidence in them 
for the greater effort that lies ahead. 

Sincerely yours, 

EUrry S. Truman 

[The Honorable J. Monroe Johnson, Director, Office of Defense Transportation] 


54 Statement by the President on the Transportation 
Problem. June 7, 1945 

ALL TOO FEW realize the transportation diflSculties which are now 
developing and which will continue well into 1946. It is important that 
the public tmderstand the situation and at once lend full cooperation 
in order that the burden may be minimized. 
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The transportation performance in mobilizing our victorious armies 
in Europe over a period of four long, diflScult years required the utmost 
effort. The plan of battle now requires that our armies be transferred 
to the far Pacific in the very short time of 10 months. We must now 
complete in 10 months a task that is only one-third less than the pre- 
vious job which required nearly 48 months. The transportation job 
in the first phase of the war has often been called a “miracle.” The job 
ahead of us is even bigger. 

The facilities for civilian passenger transportation will be greatly 
reduced. In order to obtain passenger equipment for troop movements, 
it will probably be necessary to reduce the capacity of sleeping car 
equipment on regular trains by 50 percent. Men in uniform, other 
than on troop movements, now comprise about one-third of the passen- 
gers on a regular train. If the number of these travelers in uniform 
remained constant, a 50 percent reduction in sleeping car capacity on 
regular trains would mean that only one out of four of the civilians 
now using this equipment could do so in the future. But the number 
of travelers in uniform will be greatly increased. 

In addition, war material moving to the Pacific will be more than 
twice as much as heretofore. This tremendous increase must move 
over the western railroads, which are already loaded to capacity. 

Thus the various transportation restrictions will not only be retained 
but undoubtedly increased. Those asking for relaxation of the restric- 
tions are asking for the impossible. 

The situation requires the cooperation and self-denial of all users 
of transportation. The speed with which our men and munitions can 
be carried to within striking distance of Japan wiU largely determine 
how long the war must continue. I know that every American wants 
to add his effort to that of the millions of transportation workers on 
whom this grave responsibility rests. 

Remember, the returning soldier is here for a few days on his way 
from one conflict to another. 
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55 Letter to General William S. Knudsen on His Retirement 
From Active Duty. June 7, 1945 

Dear General Knudsen: 

As you return to civilian life I want to express appreciation for the 
distinguished service you have rendered to your country in the prose- 
cution of the war. Your organizational genius in transforming our 
peace-time industry to a vast war machine is one of the greatest stories 
of the war and has earned the thanks not only of every American, but 
also the thanks of our allies who have depended on American supplies 
and equipment. That equipment which you helped to produce is 
speeding the day of victory. 

First as a leader of the Advisory Commission to the Council for 
National Defense, then as Director General of the Office of Production 
Management, and for the past three and a half years in your military 
capacity as Director of Production in the OflEce of the Under Secretary 
of War, you have been in the forefront of our national industrial effort. 
Twice your work has won for you recognition by the award of the 
Distinguished Service Medal. 

Almost insurmountable difficulties have been overcome by your cour- 
age and determination in working with private industry and by your 
forethought in anticipating and planning for future exigencies. Your 
resourcefulness and tmswerving devotion to duty have saved the Nation 
vast sums of money while at the same time expediting production of 
materials of war, and preventing the loss of countless precious Ameri- 
can lives. 

I extend to you my own gratitude and that of a grateful people for 
the masterful way in which you have accomplished this monumental 
task. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Lieutenant General William S. Knudsen, OiSce of the Under Secretary of War] 
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56 Statement by the President on the Forthcoming Visit of 
President Rios of Chile. June 8, 1945 

IT IS A PLEASURE to announce that His Excellency Juan Antonio 
Rios, President of Chile, will visit the United States in October of this 
year as an ofiEdal guest of this Government. 

President Rios originally planned to visit the United States in 1942 
by invitation of President Roosevelt. However, circumstances neces- 
sitated a postponement of the contemplated visit. It was my privilege 
to renew this invitation, and I am gratified that President Rios has 
found it possible to accept at this time. I look forward not only to wel- 
coming President Rios to this country, but also to the pleasure of know- 
ing him personally. 


57 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Honoring General Edwin M. Watson. ]une 8, 1945 

MAJOR GENERAL Edwin M. Watson, United States Army, served 
as Military Aide to the President for a period of nearly twelve years, 
from I Jime 1933 to 20 February 1945, the last six years of which he 
also served as Secretary to the President. During this time momentous 
decisions were required on the most critical problems that have ever 
confronted the Nation. While General Watson filled the post of Mili- 
tary Aide to the President, the greatest peacetime Army in history was 
organized; the coxmtry was thrown into war on a world-wide scale and 
was well on the road to victory at the time of General Watson’s death. 

General Watson’s broad and thorough knowledge and his genial 
manner enabled him as Military Aide to be of the greatest assistance 
to the Commandcr-in-Chief. His familiarity with the problems per- 
taining to the Army enabled him to enhance greatly the confidence 
reposed in the Nation’s military leaders by the President and other high 
officials in the Goverxunent. His devotion to duty and unfailing loyalty 
to the Commander-in-Chief and the Army kept General Watson at his 
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post despite failing health and against medical advice. He served as 
Military Aide to the President with distinction, thereby contributing 
in no small part to the successful prosecution of the war. 

note; The presentation was made by Watson died February 28, 1945, while 
the President to Mrs. Watson in a cere- returning from the Crimea Conference, 
mony at the White House. General 


58 Statement by the President on Paper Conservation. 

]une 9, 1945 

BEFORE WE WERE forced to fight this war we took for granted 
our abundance in a land of plenty. Early in the conflict, however, we 
learned the importance of conservation and salvage of critical materials. 
Paper in its varied forms is essential to the business of supplymg, feed- 
ing and clothing our armed forces. As our fighting might expanded 
the need for more paper grew. Accordingly, we took steps to insure 
a constant supply. We saved paper. We learned to think twice before 
we destroyed paper— and other things— which could be used again. 

I hope that every community will cooperate fully with all salvage 
committees who are doing their part in saving waste paper, particularly 
the boys and girls who are rendering such a patriotic service in collecting 
the paper. They deserve all of the help we can give them as well as our 
warm gratitude. 

59 Letter to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives on the Salaries of Members 
of Congress. June 12, 1945 

Dear Mr. : 

The salaries of the Members of the House of Representatives and 
of the Senate should be commensurate with the nature and volume of 
their work and with their responsibilities. Equality between their pay 
and their job may never be achieved, but certainly there should be less 
inequity than at present. Under any measuring rod, the members of 
the federal legislature are underpaid. 

1 17 
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The members of Congress are called upon to exercise seasoned judg- 
ment in every field of national interest. They must establish the poli- 
cies that will advance the welfare of our people. They must draft and 
weigh the statutes to carry out these policies. They must review the 
administration of the law in order to determine whether the policies 
and the statutes should be changed. Day in and day out this work 
must be done in countless fields. Proposals now before Congress 
exemplify the broad scope of work. Among pending proposals are 
the international monetary structure, foreign trade policy, economic 
stabilization, appropriations for war, tax policy, unemployment com- 
pensation and full employment. 

No business concern or private organization would even attempt to 
hire top-flight executives or advisors at the level of salaries which 
presently prevails in the American Congress. 

Therefore, the salaries of members of Congress should be increased 
to a level more in line with the job they are called upon to do. It will 
not be possible or wise to do this all at once. The adjustment of Con- 
gressional salaries at present should be in the full amount consistent 
with the Little Steel formula and other stabilization criteria by which 
the government controls salaries and wages in private industry. When 
these wage and salary controls are lifted. Congressional salaries should 
be increased to at least $15,000. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

note: This is the text of identical letters Senate, and to the Honorable Sam Ray- 
addressed to the Honorable Kenneth bum. Speaker of the House of Repre- 
McKellar, President pro tempore of the sentatives. 


60 The President’s News Conference of 
]une 13, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] Well, the first thing I want to tell you about is 
that I called Mr. Hull yesterday, and asked him to go to San Francisco 
vpith me for the closing of the conference, whenever that takes place. 
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And h.e said he would like very much to go, but he thought it would 
be too strenuous a trip to be the first thing he would do after he gets 
right out of the hospital. 

I wish he could have come. I wish he could go. 

[2.] I sent down the name of former Governor William H. Wills — 
W-i-l-l-s — of Vermont to be a member of the Federal Communications 
Commission. He will succeed Norman S. Case, whose term expires 
on June 30. It’s just a case of one Repubhean taking the place of an- 
other. [Laughter] Vermont is surely a Republican State, so they 
couldn’t accuse me of playing politics up there. [Laughter] 

[3.] I have another announcement I think I ought to make — ^it has 
already been announced — ^but John Snyder put a draft on Ed McKim 
to get him away from me for a special job, and I guess I’ll have to let 
him go for the time being. 

Q. Will he go out of the city, sir? Wouldn’t he leave the city on 
that job ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. He is going over to the oflSce over here. He 
vsdll probably have to go out of the city for some special reason if Mr. 
Snyder wants him to, but his headquarters will be here. 

[4.] I wanted to say a word about the OflEce of War Information. 

“In my judgment, the things being done by the Office of War Infor- 
mation need to be done, in the interest of a nation still fighting a war 
which is far from over, and which the people need to know is far from 
over, owl’s work in both the domestic and the foreign field is now 
being performed by a trained, integrated, and experienced organization. 
To aboHsh some of its major functions, while the war is on, would be a 
mistake. It would be equally a mistake to attempt a hurried redistribu- 
tion of those functions among other agencies which are not now trained 
or equipped to undertake them.” 

I am hoping that the Congress will restore the budget estimate for 
that organization. 

[5.] For the parade on the day that we welcome General Eisen- 
hower, I have indicated that the departments and agencies may, in their 
discretion, permit employees whose services can be spared to leave work 
vrithout charge of aimual leave for such period as may be necessary for 



[6o] June 13 Public Papers of the Presidents 

the purpose of participating in the city’s welcoming of General Eisen- 
hower between the hours of ii a.m. and 3 pun. 

I don’t think we could do too much to show our appreciation of 
General Eisenhower. That’s the reason for that arrangement. 

[6.] Now, the thing that you are somewhat interested in, I think, 
is Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Davies, They both returned, and I just want 
to say a short word as to the backgroimd for that, and then you can 
ask me questions, and I will answer them if I am able to. 

“In order to secure an interchange of views more satisfactorily and 
quickly than by cable, I sent Mr. Hopkins to Moscow and Mr. Davies 
to London. Their discussions covered the arrangements for the time 
and place of the meeting of Prime Minister Churchill” 

Q. Will you go a little slow, Mr. President ? 

THE PREsroENT. “of Prime Minister Churchill, Marshal Stalin, 

and myself, as to what would be most convenient for all three.” 

Ready for me? 

Q. Yes, sir. 

THE PREsroENT. “Since their return, Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Davies have 
made their reports to me. The results have been completely satisfactory 
and gratifying. 

“The all important thing which confronts us is that the unity, mutual 
confidence, and respect which resulted in the military victory should 
be continued to make secure a just and durable peace.” 

Q. Can we have that again, please, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The last paragraph? 

Q. The all important thing. 

THE PRESIDENT. “The all important thing which confronts us is that 
the unity, mutual confidence, and respect which resulted in the mili tary 
victory should be continued to make secure a just and durable peace.” 

In other words, Mr. Churchill, Mr. Stalin, and the President of the 
United States must be able to meet and talk and trust each other, in 
that we want to believe that each of us wants a just and durable peace. 
That is one of the reasons for the preliminary visits of Mr. Hopkins and 
Mr. Davies with those two gentlemen. 
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Q. Mr, President, has — can you say that a definite time and place 
has been set for the Big Three meeting ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It has, but I can’t annovmce it, and won’t, until we 
arrive there. 

Q. Mr. President, does the success of these missions extend to other 
things besides arrangements for the Big Three meeting.'* 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. The Polish situation? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Polish situation, yes. 

Q. Have you been advised, sir, that one of the London Poles already 
has rejected the invitation to Moscow ? ^ 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I hadn’t heard that. 

Q. Can you tell us anything about the release of the 16 Poles at 
that 

THE PRESIDENT. I will. That was one of the things that I sent Mr. 
Hopkins to Moscow for, and conversations were had on that subject. 
No conclusions have as yet been reached, but every effort is being made 
in behalf of those 16 Poles by both the American Government and the 
British Government. 

Q. Mr. President, in San Francisco some weeks ago, when the arrest 
of the Polish leaders was first revealed, the Secretary of State said that 
negotiations for working on the new government could not proceed 
until the question of why they were arrested was cleared up. Has that 
position been changed? 

THE PRESIDENT. That position has been modified, let us say, and I 
tbink that we are on a road to a complete setdement; but I want to 
make no statements that will in any way embarrass the Russian 
Government. 

Q. Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT. At least, we are in a much better position now than 


lOn June 12 the White House released a statement listing the representatives of the 
Polish Provisional Government and Polish democratic leaders In Poland and abroad who had 
been Invited to Moscow for consultations concerning the reorganization of the Provisional 
Government of Poland on a broader democratic basis. The statement, issued simultaneously 
in Washington, London, and Moscow, is published In the Department of State Bulletin 
(vol. 12, p. 1095). 
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we were before Mr. Hopkins went to Moscow, and Mr. Davies went 
to London. 

Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Pauley’s statement on reparations, indicat- 
ing the very firm American stand of our Government, have any effect 
on the Russian’s position ? 

THE PREsroENT. That matter had not been discussed with the Russian 
Government. 

Q. Mr. President, will Mr. Hopkins go to 

THE PREsroENT. I don’t know what effect it had. 

Q. ^the Big Three meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Pauley set out the position which he was in- 
structed to take when he left here. 

What was your question here ? 

Q. Will Mr. Hopkins be going to the Big Three meeting, Mr. 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes,hewill. 

Q. Mr. Byrnes? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to take 

THE PRESIDENT. Admiral Leahy will, also. 

Q. Mr. Davies? 

THE PRESIDENT. So will Secretary Stettinius. 

Q. Mr. Davies? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hadn’t talked to Mr. Davies about it until his health 
permits. I may ask him to go. He hasn’t been well, nor Mr. Hopkins, 
so that is contingent on both their physical conditions. 

Q. Do you plan to take any congressional leaders to the Big 
Three 

THE PRESIDENT. I do nOt. 

Q. Who else will go, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t name the others. All the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff will be there, I can say that much. 

Q. Did I understand you to say you won’t announce the place until 
after the arrival there ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, that is correct. 
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Q. There is a story this morning that the meeting would be secret, 
that no newspaper reporters would be permitted 

THE PRESIDENT. That is corrcct. 

Q. ^to be there. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is correct. 

Q. The meeting will be secret? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it will not be public, such as this one is. 
\I^ughter\ There will be no reporters or press conferences at that 
meeting. 

Q. Will there be any reporters at the meeting ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there will not be. 

Q. Did you say the Combined Chiefs of Staff will be there ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. All OUT members will be there. I can’t speak 
for the other countries, but I guess 

Q. Do you know what continent it will be held 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t Want to answer any questions in regard to 
that trip. 

Q. Mr. President, has there been any change in American policy 
which has caused the Russians to change their position on the Polish 
issue? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. There has been no change in the American 
policy. There has been a very pleasant yielding on the part of the 
Russians to some of the things in which we are interested, and I think 
if we keep our heads and be patient, we will arrive at a conclusion; 
because the Russians are just as anxious to get along with us as we are 
with them. And I think they have showed it very conclusively in 
these last conversations. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us what the Russian chief of staff 

THE PRESIDENT. Tony,^ you had better ask Mr. Stalin about that. 
\lMUghter'\ 

Q. You said Combined 

THE PRESIDENT. That is up to him. If he wants it, he will be there. 

Q. Mr. President, on this no reporters, you will recall that on previous 
occasions all these meetings have been announced to the world by some 


^ Ernest B. Vaecaro of the Associated Press. 
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sources other than American sources first. Have you given any thought 
to that? 

THE PRESIDENT. That wiU not be done. I think the American re- 
porters will be given an exactly equal chance with all the rest, but these 
conferences can’t be held in the limelight because we are trying to get 
ready for a peace conference, 

Q. Yes, sir. 

THE PREsroENT. ^and that is my objective. 

Q. On other occasions, the news has been diluted by getting out in 
advance before official 

THE PRESIDENT. With everything that I am capable of doing, I will see 
that that does not happen this time, if I can prevent it. 

Q. Mr. President, will White House Press Secretary Mr. Ross go 
with you? 

THE PRESIDENT. He will, that is certain. 

Q. Mr. President, anything new this week regarding the status of 
Secretary Stettinius ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Nothing new. Status hasn’t changed. \haughter'\ 

Q. You said he was going to the conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just keep on asking. He is going to the conference. 
\lMughter'\ 

Q. Forhowlong, Mr. President? XMorelmghter^ 

Q. Mr. President, do we still recognize the London Polish Govern- 
ment? 

THE PRESIDENT. We are still recognizing the London Polish Govern- 
ment. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask a question about General 
Eisenhower. There is a story from Paris this morning which says 
there’s a flurry of rumors that Eisenhower may not return to Europe. 
Is there any truth in that, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That didn’t Start here. \jMughter\ 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, what was the — ^what would be the position 
of the London Polish Government, after the provisional Polish Govern- 
ment is set up as a result of the Moscow conversations ? 

THE PRESIDENT. If the Government of Unity, I believe they call it, in 
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Poland is set up and agreed to by the British Government, and the 
United States Government, and the Russian Government, the London 
Government will go out of existence. 

Q. Mr. President, does the date of the conference fall within the 40 
days that you mentioned last week ? 

THE PSESBOENT. Yes, it does. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that if the Polish Government is set up, 
that the Polish Government will be — ^the London Polish Government 
will go out.? 

THE PEEsmENT. Isn’t that the purpose of the meeting that is being held 
on Friday— to set up this government? That’s right. That’s correct. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, Justice Jackson said in his report that he 
favored the trial of the German General Staff. What is your position 
on punishment of members of the General Staff ? 

THE PRESIDENT. What is my position on what ? 

Q. The punishment for the German General Staff? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that matter of punishment will have to be 
assessed by the trial courts and the prosecutors. I am not in a position 
to say what their punishment should be. That would be judging them 
in advance, and they have not been tried. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Hopkins’ work in Russia result 
directly in a change of the Russian position on the veto question at San 
Francisco? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I think it did. It did. Categorically, it did- 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, have you any comment at all on the FEPC 
situation? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Only comment I have to make is that I am sin- 
ccrely hopeful that the House will give the House itself a chance — ^the 
Rules Committee will give the House a chance to vote on this question. 
That is what we are asking. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, have you rebuked Mr. Hopkins for saying 
that Russian women were more beautiful than American ? [Laughter^ 

THE PRESIDENT. I am going to let Mr. Hopkins speak for himself on 
that. I think he was misquoted. [Laughter] 

[13.] Q. Can you comment on the Wherry amendment? 
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THE PRESIDENT. What? 

Q. Can you comment on the Wherry amendment — on the OPA 
bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. It’s a bad amendment, and I hope the House will 
throw it out. 

[14.] Q. What will happen if the London Poles, which were desig- 
nated to join this Government of Unity, refuse to join it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, this is not a government now, and they are 
being asked to join a conference in Moscow, to set up a government. 
Then, unless they agree, there won’t be any government set up. So 
that, I think, answers your question ? 

Q. Mr. President, can we assume that the first act of the new Polish 
Government of Unity will be to hold a free, democratic election now — 
with the old formula ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope SO. That is the reason for Setting it up. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, on several occasions Mr. Grew has deplored 
the fact that the American newspapers don’t get more information by 
direct reporting within the Russian spheres of influence and occupation. 
Did Mr. Hopkins ask that that situation be “broke” down a little more ? 

THE PRESIDENT. We are exploring — ^we are working on that now. 

[16,] Q. Mr. President, you said that if the London people don’t 
go to this conference, in order to help set up a new government, no 
new government would be set up 

THE PRESIDENT. No, no. I Said if they did not agree after they got 
there. They’re going. Don’t you worry about that. They’re going. 
[Laughter'] 

Q. Do you mean that they have veto power over — ^England- — 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Don’t get this thing tangled up now. What 
we are trying to do is to get the situation worked out that has been 
causing us a lot of embarrassmenL And for God’s sake, don’t you go 
muddying it all up so as to make it worse! We have made arrange- 
ments so that all these factions can get together, the present Polish 
Government, the people in Poland who are not in the Polish Govern- 
ment, and the people in London, to see if they can’t sit down and work 
out a government that will be satisfactory to Poland. Now, that’s 


126 



Harry S. Truman, June i6 [6i] 

what this conference is for* We have succeeded in getting that far. 
But don t upset the applecart. Say we have made some progress and 
that I believe that we can get results that will do what we want, which 
is a free Polish Government. 

Q. Isn’t it true that no member of the present exiled government 
in London has been invited to go to Moscow for these discussions ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is tTUC. 

Voices from the back of the room: Thank you, Mr. President. 
Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. You’re entirely welcome. 

note: President Truman’s twelfth news Official Reporter noted that Senator 
conference was held in his office at the Green of Rhode Island was a guest at 
White House at 10:35 ajtn, on Wednes- this conference, 
day, June 13, 1945. The White House 


61 Citation Accompanying Medal for Merit Honoring 
Rudolph Forster. ]une i6, 1945 

CrrATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 
MEDAL FOR MERIT 
TO 

MR. RTJDOLPH FORSTER (dECEASEd) 

HE SERVED his Government faithfully, intelligently, and modesdy 
for a period which spaimed almost a third of our national existence, 
assisting eight Presidents through peace and war, through good times 
and bad, in the solution of the multitude of administrative problems, 
related to every branch of a great Government’s activities, which find 
their way to the White House; he distinguished himself, from the be- 
ginning of the present emergency, by outstanding success in expediting 
critical decisions and actions when every minute gained was important 
in the over-all strategy of the war; and he thereby rendered a service 
of incalculable value to all of his fellow citizens. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

note: President Truman made the bers of Mr. Forster’s family. Mr. 
award at a ceremony attended by mem- Forster served in the White House from 
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March 5, 1897, until his death on July 7, signed the citation some time before his 
1943, at which time he was Executive death, but that an opportunity to make 
Clerk in charge of the White House the presentation did not arise before he 

staff. The release accompanying the ci- left Washington for the last time, 
tation stated that President Roosevelt 


62 Statement by the President on Driving Safety. 

June 18, 1945 

MOTORISTS throughout the Nation will get an increase in their gaso- 
line rations this week. This means more traffic on our streets and high- 
ways and more danger of accidents with loss of life and destruction of 
property. 

Upon every man and woman who drives an automobile rests the re- 
sponsibility of helping to avert this danger. Each can do his part by 
driving safely and by keeping his car in good operating condition. 

The average automobile in use today is nearly twice as old as the 
average car on the highways before the war. Its mechanical condition 
is likely to be poor. Its tires are worn and often weak. Its brakes may 
be faulty. The International Association of Chiefs of Police advises 
me that a recent check-up showed one of every seven cars inspected in 
the United States and Canada had brakes that failed to meet minimum 
safety requirements. 

By keeping his car in safe operating condition and by driving it with 
the utmost care, every motorist can help in relieving our serious trans- 
portation problem and thereby aid further in the whole war efiFort. 

I am confident, in urging law enforcement officers everywhere to 
continue and increase their efforts, that all our people will give their 
full cooperation and support. 

63 Special Message to the Congress on the Succession to the 
Presidency. June 19, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

I think that this is an appropriate time for the Congress to reexamine 
the question of the Presidential succession. 
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The question is of great importance now because there will be no 
elected Vice President for almost four years. 

The existing statute governing the succession to the office of President 
was enacted in 1886. Under it, in the event of the death of the elected 
President and Vice President, members of the Cabinet successively fill 
the office. 

Each of these Cabinet members is appointed by the President with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. In effect, therefore, by reason of 
the tragic death of the late President, it now lies within my power to 
nominate the person who would be my immediate successor in the 
event of my own death or inability to act. 

I do not believe that in a democracy this power should rest with the 
Chief Executive. 

In so far as possible, the office of the President should be filled by 
an elective officer. There is no officer in otu: system of government, 
besides the President and Vice President, who has been elected by all 
the voters of the country. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, who is elected in his 
own district, is also elected to be the presiding officer of the House by a 
vote of all the Representatives of all the people of the country. As a 
result, I believe that the Speaker is the official in the Federal Govern- 
ment, whose selection next to that of the President and Vice President, 
can be most accurately said to stem from the people themselves. 

Under the law of 1792, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
followed the Vice President in the order of succession. 

The President Pro Tempore is elected as a Senator by his State and 
then as presiding officer by the Senate. But the members of the Senate 
are not as closely tied in by the elective process to the people as are the 
members of the House of Representatives. A completely new House is 
elected every two years, and always at the same time as the President 
and Vice President. Usually it is in agreement politically with the 
Chief Executive. Only one third of the Senate, however, is elected with 
the President and Vice President. The Senate might, therefore, have 
a majority hostile to the policies of the President, and might conceivably 
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fill the Presidential office with one not in sympathy with the will of the 
majority of the people. 

Some of the events in the impeachment proceedings of President 
Johnson suggested the possibility of a hostile Congress in the future seek- 
ing to oust a Vice President who had become President, in order to 
have the President Pro Tempore of the Senate become the President. 
This was one of the considerations, among several others, which led to 
the change in 1886. 

No matter who succeeds to the Presidency after the death of the 
elected President and Vice President, it is my opinion he should not 
serve any longer than until the next Congressional election or imtil a 
special election called for the purpose of electing a new President and 
Vice President. This period the Congress should fix. The individuals 
elected at such general or special election should then serve only to 
fill the unexpired term of the deceased President and Vice President. 
In this way there would be no interference with the normal four-year 
interval of general national elections. 

I recommend, therefore, that the Congress enact legislation placing 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives first in order of succession 
in case of the removal, death, resignation or inability to act of the Presi- 
dent and Vice President. Of course, the Speaker should resign as a 
Representative in the Congress as well as Speaker of the House before 
he assumes the office of President. 

If there is no qualified Speaker, or if the Speaker fails to qualify, 
then I recommend that the succession pass to the President Pro Tempore 
of the Senate, who should hold office until a duly qualified Speaker 
is elected. 

If there be neither Speaker nor President Pro Tempore qualified to 
succeed on the creation of the vacancy, then the succession might pass 
to the members of the Cabinet as now provided, until a duly qualified 
Speaker is elected. 

If the Congress decides that a special election should be held, then 
I recommend that it provide for such election to be held as soon after 
the death or disqualification of the President and Vice President as 
practicable. The method and procedure for holding such special elec- 
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tion should be provided now by law, so that the election can be held 
as expeditiously as possible should the contingency arise. 

In the interest of orderly, democratic government, I urge the Congress 
to give its early consideration to this most important subject. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: On July 18, 1947, the President of the President in case of the removal, 
approved Public Law 199, 80th Con- resignation, death, or inability both of 
gress (61 Stat. 380), providing for the the President and the Vice President, 
performance of the duties of the oflSce 


64 The President’s News Conference at Olympia, 
Washington. June 21, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. RosS 

Mr. Ross: Ladies and gentlemen, the same rules will prevail here 
as prevail at the Washington press conferences; that is to say, if the 
President says anything that is off the record, that means it may not 
be used at all. Anything else may be used, but may not be directly 
quoted; it may be paraphrased. For example, “he said that,” but it may 
not be put within quotation marks. If, however, he says that a particu- 
lar thing may be quoted, then of course it may be. Generally speaking, 
what he says must be paraphrased, not put in quotation marks. That’s 
all. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right. 

[ I.] The first thing I want to announce to you is that since the time 
of the closing of the San Francisco Conference has been extended over 
to next Tuesday, as announced from San Francisco last night, we will 
stop for 3 hours in Portland. We will leave here at 10 o’clock Monday 
morning and arrive in Portland around ii, and try to leave there about 
12:30 or i o’clock, so as to arrive in San Francisco at 4 o’clock on Mon- 
day afternoon. That is for the reason that we feel we should pay visits 
to all the three Western States, and we have been urged for sometime 
by the people iti Portland, and by the Portland Oregonian, to stop there. 

I have a telegram this morning from Lew Wallace, Chairman of the 
Democratic Committee of Oregon— I don’t know whether he is any 
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kin to the fellow that wrote Ben Hur or not, but he signs his name 
the same way — [laughter^ — ^“I am very anxious about your 3-hour 
stopover in Oregon. As Democratic National Committeeman repre- 
senting the Pacific senior State of this Northwest” — [looking around 
at Governor Wdlgren, and laughing^ — ^“it is my full duty to strenuously 
urge this stopover. Bring Mon along. We like him too.” [Laughterl 

The San Francisco Conference seems to have accomplished its pur- 
pose, and as I told you before, the reason for the delay has been technical, 
and the fact that so many translations have to be made on the treaty 
and the translations have to be agreed on by all the interpreters. 
That is taking more time for the details than was anticipated, and that 
is the reason for the 2-day delay; but I am very happy that the Confer- 
ence has been a success, and all that we anticipated that it would be. 

[2.] I want to read you just a short statement, which I will read 
very slowly, on how I feel about the Senate approval of the renewal 
of the trade agreements. 

Mr. Ross : Mr. President, may I interrupt ? This may be quoted. 

THE PRESIDENT. This may be quoted directly, that’s right. 

“The action of the Senate in approving the legislation to renew and 
strengthen the Trade Agreements Act " 

Q. Hold it a minute! {Laughterl “The action of the Senate in 
approving?” 

THE PRESIDENT. “The action of the Senate in approving the legisla- 
tion to renew and strengthen the Trade Agreements Act is indeed 
gratifying.” [Pause] All ready? 

Voices: Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT. “The rcvitalization”— here’s a $40 word— “the revital- 
ization of this act places the United States squarely behind the princi- 
ples of internationl trade cooperation, which must prevail in the 
interests of world peace and economic well-being. Trade cooperation, 
however, must go hand in hand with monetary and financial coopera- 
tion. I am confident that the Senate will also take favorable action 
on the Bretton Woods legislation dealing with these closely related 
subjects.” 

I was informed last night that the final vote on passage of the bill 
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was 54 to 21, which is very gratifying indeed. That is more than two- 
thirds, and a majority is all that was necessary. 

[3.] I had an interview yesterday afternoon with the Governor of 
Alaska and Senator Magnuson, and discussed the completion of the 
Alaska highway up through the “Trench.” It requires a connection of 
about 600 miles to make that road complete from here to Fairbanks. 

Q. Six hundred miles? 

THE PRESIDENT. Six hundred miles. It’s a 600-mile gap to fill. It is, 
I think, absolutely essential that this construction be considered as a 
postwar project in which Canada, British Columbia, and the United 
States are all three interested. Senator Magnuson and Governor Gruen- 
ing are very much interested in this program, and I think I will re- 
vitalize the Co mmis sion which has had that under consideration, and 
try to find a way to have that road constructed. It will require the 
cooperation of all three Governments to do it. Of course, the State 
of Washington and the Pacific Coast are vitally interested in that con- 
nection, and from the standpoint of the State of Missouri, so are we. 
[Laughterl Senator Magnuson was on that Commission before, and 
I think the Governor was, too. It’s a good project, and I shall support it. 

Now, gentlemen, if you have any questions you want to ask, I will 
try to answer. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, there are stories in the eastern papers this 
morning getting rid of Mr. Ickes again, saying that Cap Krug is his 
possible successor. Do you anticipate any change in the post ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. That’s the first I heard of it, and it’s 
news to me. I haven’t discussed it with Mr. Ickes at all. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, a lot of people out here are interested in 
CVA. Have you any comment on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. In what? 

Q. The Columbia Valley Authority. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. I am interested in it. I think the junior Senator 
from Washington, Mr. Hugh Mitchell, has introduced a bill for the 
Columbia Valley Authority, and I am for it. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, are there any other Cabinet changes in 
prospect? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Nonc immediately anticipated. 

Q. You told us to keep asking about Stettinius. We will ask you 
again, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s all right. No change is contemplated immedi- 
ately. I will let you know when that— anything of the kind takes plac^ 
with regard to any members of the Cabinet, I hope in plenty of time, 
so that you can get it in the paper. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, is there any contemplated change in the dis- 
charge system, the lowering of the draft, or discharge ages ? 

THE PRESIDENT. None that I know of. That is strictly a military affair, 
and will be handled by the War and Navy Departments without inter- 
ference from me. I think they have handled it, so far, in good shape. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, could you tell us anything about your plans 
for General Eisenhower? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have no plans except that General Eisenhower is 
going back to finish his job in Germany. General Eisenhower is en- 
titled to most anything he wants, and I want to help him get it. 
[Laughter] He is a grand gentleman, and an able leader, and a diplo- 
mat as well. An unusual combination in a military man. 

Q. Mr. President, how long do you suppose it will be required for 
General Eisenhower to remain in Germany ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Your guess is as good as mine. I don’t know. That 
is one of the things that will be settled at the conference of the Big 
Three, I hope. 

Q. Mr. President, at the future meeting of the Big Three, do you 
consider Olympia as a suitable meeting place ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will be an ideal place. [Laughter] 

Q. Is there anything new on any Big Three plans that you could tell 

US? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I don’t know of a thing that I can announce on 
it now. 

[9.] Q. Have you decided definitely whether it will be possible 
to make the Mackinac Governors’ Conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, due to this extended stay out here, and the fact 
that the situation in Missouri is one in which I must take a part^ the 
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Governors’ Conference may be in some doubt at present, but I am going 
to still try to make it, if I can. That will depend altogether on the 
business situation from the Presidential standpoint in Washington, by 
the time I get through in Independence. Although I am in close touch 
with everything that is going on back in Washington, it may be neces- 
sary for me to be present personally in Washington to sign papers 
and things of that sort. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Hoover issued a lengthy statement 
about the food situation last night. He said that he thought the con- 
trols on meat distribution and meat prices had broken down com- 
pletely. What is your reaction to that, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I don’t carc to make any comment When the 
Food Administrator takes charge, I think things will straighten out 
automatically. 

[ii.] Q. Is there any likelihood of your visiting Fort Lewis while 
you are here? 

THE PRESIDENT. Only by proxy. My military aide probably will go 
over there. I have visited Fort Lewis and nearly every camp in the 
United States at one time or another within the last 3}^ years, and 
while I would like to visit Fort Lewis, the Governor and I have other 
things in contemplation besides inspection trips, y^ughter^ 

Q. What about Seattle, Mr. President? Will you visit there? 

[12.] THE PRESIDENT. Well, I looked at Seattle from the air, and as I 
say, I visited Seattle on a number of occasions, and I think I am entitled 
to just a few days’ vacation, and I would like to spend a vacation in 
Seattle, so far as that is concerned, but Olympia is a lovely place. 
XUmghter^ 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, touching on the food situation again, do 
you think the food simation will improve a great deal when the new 
A dmin istrator takes over ? 

THE PRESIDENT. There isn’t any question about that. We are working 
on that constantly all the time. This is no reflection on the present 
Adminis trator, who would straighten it out under him just the same. 
We are working constantly on it, and I hope we will get it straightened 
out. Mr. Hoover was helpful in the conversations I had with him on 
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the subject, and I appreciated what he had to say. I haven’t read his 
statement; therefore, that is the reason I can’t comment on it. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, will your visit to Portland be limited to the 
airport, or will you go into the city proper ? 

THE PREsroENT. Just Speaking as I anticipate the thing, we will prob- 
ably land at Portland about ii o’clock and if they want to take a drive 
through the streets for a half hour or an hour, whatever they think 
is necessary, I can probably do that, and then come back and get aboard 
the plane and go on to San Francisco. It’s just a courtesy call on the 
part of the President, on account of the urgings we had from the various 
people in Oregon, due to the fact that they claim to be the senior State 
in the Northwest. [iMughterl How about that ? 

Governor Wallgren: Too many arguments taking care of Missouri. 

Q. Going to pay respects } 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. That is the intention exactly. 

Q. Reversing the process.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Reversing the proccss. {Laughter'] 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, could you give us some comment on Ad- 
miral Nimitz’ statement this morning, that the Japs have finally been 
completely defeated at Okinawa .? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is all I know about it. That is only the — ^what 
the Admiral has said, and I of course am very happy that they are 
finally defeated. I understand that there are still some mopping-up 
operations that will be required, just as always is the case; but we are 
in complete possession of Okinawa, and it will be the base from which 
we will make it more “pleasant” for the Japanese in Japan. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, is there any possibility of a single control of 
food prices and food administration generally ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is what we are trying to arrive at now. I hope 
so. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. {Some hurried exits] 

THE PRESIDENT. You’re welcome. It’s nice to be with you. 

Q. Mr. President, may we have an afterthought.? Did you mean to 
say that prices and food control would be under one head ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No,no. I meant 
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Harry S. Truman, 19^5 

Q. Misunderstanding? 

THE PBESEDENT. I didn’t mean toconvey that thought at all. I intended 
to have them in balance. That is the objective all the way along. 

note: President Truman’s fourteenth lative Building at the State Capitol in 
news conference was held in Governor Olympia at 10 am. on Thursday, 
Mon C. Wallgren’s oflSce in the Legis- June 21, 1945. 


65 Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Continuing 
Certain Subsidy Payments. June 2^, 1945 

I HAVE SIGNED S. 502, a bill “to permit the continuation of certain 
subsidy payments and certain purchase and sale operations by corpora- 
tions created pursuant to section 5d(3) of the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation Act, as amended, and for other purposes.” This bill au- 
thorizes subsidy payments or purchases during the fiscal year 1946 in 
amounts necessary to meet obligations incurred in prior years and in 
addition sets maximum limits on subsidy payments and anticipated 
losses from 1946 operations. 

I have signed this bill because continuance of these subsidy payments 
is essential to assure necessary war output and to provide support for 
the stabilization program. 

I interpret it as the desire of Congress that these subsidies shall be 
paid only as long as, and to the extent necessary to secure needed war 
production under existing price ceilings. As opportunity permits, there- 
fore, subsidy programs will be reduced or discontinued as rapidly as 
feasible within the limits of the present laws. Due consideration will 
be given, of course, to the legitimate needs of producers and to the 
desirability of maintaining balance in our national and international 
procurement programs. 

Administrative action to curtail copper, lead and zme subsidies under 
the premium price plan would be prevented, however, during the fiscal 
year 1946 by the provision which makes all classes of such premiums 
non-cancellable during that year. If it becomes clear that continuance 
of these payments at present levels is no longer necessary for war pur- 
poses, I shall request enactment of supplemental legislation which would 
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permit a reduction of such, unnecessary subsidies. We must make sure 
that subsidies contribute to the essential purposes for which Congress 
authorized them. 

note; As enacted, S. 503 is Public Law 88, 79th Congress (59 Stat. 260). 


66 Address in San Francisco at the Closing Session of the 
United Nations Conference. June 26 , 1945 

Mr. Chairman and Delegates to the United Nations Conference on 
International Organization: 

I deeply regret that the press of circumstances when this Conference 
opened made it impossible for me to be here to greet you in person. 
I have asked for the privilege of coming today, to express on behalf of 
the people of the United States our thanks for what you have done here, 
and to wish you Godspeed on your journeys home. 

Somewhere in this broad country, every one of you can find some of 
our citizens who are sons and daughters, or descendants in some degree, 
of your own native land. All our people are glad and proud that this 
historic meeting and its accomplishments have taken place in our coun- 
try. And that includes the millions of loyal and patriotic Americans 
who stem from the countries not represented at this Conference. 

We are grateful to you for coming. We hope you have enjoyed your 
stay, and that you will come again. 

You assembled in San Francisco nine weeks ago with the high hope 
and confidence of peace-loving people the world over. 

Their confidence in you has been justified. 

Their hope for your success has been fulfilled. 

The Charter of the United Nations which you have just signed is a 
solid structure upon which we can build a better world. Ehstory will 
honor you for it Between the victory in Europe and the final victory 
in Japan, in this most destructive of all wars, you have won a victory 
against war itself. 

It was the hope of such a Charter that helped sustain the courage of 
stricken peoples through the darkest days of the war. For it is a declara- 

138 



Harry S. Truman, ig4^ June 26 [66] 

tion of great faith by the nations of the earth — ^faith that war is not 
inevitable, faith that peace can be maintained. 

If we had had this Charter a few years ago — and above all, the will 
to use it — ^millions now dead would be aUve. If we should falter in the 
future in our will to use it, millions now living will surely die. 

It has already been said by many that this is only a first step to a 
lasting peace. That is true. The important thing is that all our think- 
ing and all our actions be based on the realization that it is in fact only 
a first step. Let us all have it firmly in mind that we start today from a 
good beginning and, with our eye always on the final objective, let us 
march forward. 

The Constitution of my own country came from a Convention 
which — ^likc this one — ^was made up of delegates with many different 
views. Like this Charter, our Constitution came from a free and some- 
times bitter exchange of conflicting opinions. When it was adopted, 
no one regarded it as a perfect document. But it grew and developed 
and expanded. And upon it there was built a bigger, a better, a more 
perfect union. 

This Charter, Hke our own Constitution, will be expanded and im- 
proved as time goes on. No one claims that it is now a final or a perfect 
instrument. It has not been poured into any fixed mold. Changing 
world conditions will require readjustments — ^but they will be the read- 
justments of peace and not of war. 

That we now have this Charter at all is a great wonder. It is also a 
cause for profound thanksgiving to Almighty God, who has brought 
us so far in our search for peace through world organization. 

There were many who doubted that agreement could ever be reached 
by these fifty countries differing so much in race and religion, in lan- 
guage and culture. But these differences were all forgotten in one un- 
shakable unity of determination— to find a way to end wars. 

Out of all the arguments and disputes, and different points of view, 
a way was found to agree. Here is the spotlight of full publicity, in the 
tradition of liberty-loving people, opinions were expressed openly and 
freely. The faith and the hope of fifty peaceful nations were laid be- 
fore this world forum. Differences were overcome. This Charter was 
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not the work of any single nation or group of nations, large or small. 
It was the result of a spirit of give-and-take, of tolerance for the views 
and interests of others. 

It was proof that nations, like men, can state their differences, can 
face them, and then can find common ground on which to stand. That 
is the essence of democracy; that is the essence of keeping the peace in 
the future. By your agreement; the way was shown toward future 
agreement in the years to come. 

This Qjnference owes its success largely to the fact that you have kept 
your minds firmly on the main objective. You had the single job of 
writing a constitution— a charter for peace. And you stayed on that 
job. 

In spite of the many distractions which came to you in the form of 
daily problems and disputes about such matters as new boundaries, con- 
trol of Germany, peace setdements, reparations, war criminals, the form 
of government of some of the European countries— in spite of all these, 
you continued in the task of framing this document. 

Those problems and scores of others, which will arise, are all difiEcult. 
They are complicated. They are controversial and dangerous. 

But with united spirit we met and solved even more diflEcult problems 
during the war. And with the same spirit, if we keep to our principles 
and never forsake our objectives, the problems we now face and those 
to come will also be solved. 

We have tested the principle of cooperation in this war and have 
foxmd that it works. Through the pooling of resources, through joint 
and combined military command, through constant staff meetings, we 
have shown what united strength can do in war. That united strength 
forced Germany to surrender. United strength will force Japan to 
surrender. 

The United Nations have also had experience, even while the fighting 
was still going on, m reaching economic agreements for times of peace. 
What was done on the subject of relief at Atlantic City, food at Hot 
Springs, finance at Bretton Woods, aviation at Chicago, was a fair test 
of what can be done by nations determined to live cooperatively iu a 
world where they cannot live peacefully any other way. 
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What you have accomplished in San Francisco shows how well these 
lessons of military and economic cooperation have been learned. You 
have created a great instrument for peace and security and human 
progress in the world. 

The world must now use it! 

If we fail to use it, we shall betray all those who have died in order 
that we might meet here in freedom and safety to create it. 

If we seek to use it selfishly— for the advantage of any one nation or 
any small group of nations— we shall be equally guilty of that betrayal. 

The successful use of this instrument will require the united will and 
firm determination of the free peoples who have created it. The job 
will tax the moral strength and fibre of us all. 

We all have to recognize — ^no matter how great our strength — ^that 
we must deny ourselves the license to do always as we please. No one 
nation, no regional group, can or should expect, any special privilege 
which harms any other nation. If any nation would keep security for 
itself, it must be ready and willing to share security with all. That is 
the price which each nation will have to pay for world peace. Unless 
we are all willing to pay that price, no organization for world peace can 
accomplish its purpose. 

And what a reasonable price that is ! 

Out of this conflict have come powerful military nations, now fully 
trained and equipped for war. But they have no right to donainate the 
world. It is rather the duty of these powerful nations to assume the 
responsibility for leadership toward a world of peace. That is why we 
have here resolved that power and strength shall be used not to wage 
war, but to keep the world at peace, and free from the fear of war. 

By their own example the strong nations of the world should lead 
the way to international justice. That principle of justice is the foimda- 
tion stone of this Charter. That principle is the guiding spirit by which 
it must be carried out— not by words alone but by continued concrete 
acts of good will. 

There is a time for making plans — and there is a time for action. 
The time for action is now! Let us, therefore, each in his own nation 
and according to its own way, seek immediate approval of this Charter— 
and make it a living thing. 
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I shall send this Charter to the United States Senate at once. I am 
sure that the overwhelming sentiment of the people of my country and 
of their representatives in the Senate is in favor of immediate ratification. 

A just and lasting peace cannot be attained by diplomatic agreement 
alone, or by military cooperation alone. Experience has shown how 
deeply the seeds of war are planted by economic rivalry and by social 
injustice. The Charter recognizes this fact for it has provided for eco- 
nomic and social cooperation as well. It has provided for this coopera- 
tion as part of the very heart of the entire compact. 

It has set up machinery of international cooperation which men and 
nations of good will can use to help correct economic and social causes 
for conflict. 

Artificial and uneconomic trade barriers should be removed — to the 
end that the standard of living of as many people as possible throughout 
the world may be raised. For Freedom from Want is one of the basic 
Four Freedoms toward which we all strive. The large and powerful 
nations of the world must assume leadership in this economic field as 
in all others. 

Under this document we have good reason to expect the framing 
of an international bill of rights, acceptable to all the nations involved. 
That bill of rights will be as much a part of international life as our 
own BUI of Rights is a part of our Constitution. The Charter is dedi- 
cated to the achievement and observance of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms. Unless we can attain those objectives for aU men 
and women everywhere — ^without regard to race, language or religion — 
we cannot have permanent peace and security. 

With this Charter the world can begin to look forward to the time 
when all worthy human beings may be permitted to live decently as 
free people. 

The world has learned again that nations, like individuals, must know 
the truth if they would be free— -must read and hear the truth, learn 
and teach the truth. 

We must set up an effective agency for constant and thorough inter- 
change of thought and ideas. For there lies the road to a better and 
more tolerant understanding among nations and among peoples. 
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All Fascism did not die with Mussolini. Hitler is finished — ^but the 
seeds spread by his disordered mind have firm root in too many fanati- 
cal brains. It is easier to remove tyrants and destroy concentration 
camps than it is to kill the ideas which gave them birth and strength. 
Victory on the battlefield was essential, but it was not enough. For a 
good peace, a lasting peace, the decent peoples of the earth must remain 
determined to strike down the evil spirit which has hung over the 
world for the last decade. 

The forces of reaction and tyranny all over the world will try to keep 
the United Nations from remaining united. Even while the military 
machine of the Axis was being destroyed in Europe — even down to its 
very end — ^they still tried to divide us. 

They failed. But they will try again. 

They are trying even now. To divide and conquer was — ^and still 
is — ^their plan. They still try to make one Ally suspect the other, hate 
the other, desert the other. 

But I know I speak for every one of you when I say that the United 
Nations will remain united. They will not be divided by propaganda 
either before the Japanese surrender— or after. 

This occasion shows again the continunity of history. 

By this Charter, you have given reality to the ideal of that great states- 
man of a generation ago — oodrow Wilson. 

By this Charter, you have moved toward the goal for which that 
gallant leader in this second world struggle worked and fought and 
gave his life — ^Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

By this Charter, you have realized the objectives of many men of 
vision in your own countries who have devoted their lives to the cause 
of world organization for peace. 

Upon all of us, in all our coimtries, is now laid the duty of transform- 
ing into action these words which you have written. Upon our decisive 
action rests the hope of those who have fallen, those now living, those 
yet unborn — ^the hope for a world of free countries— with decent stand- 
ards of living— which will work and cooperate in a friendly civilized 
community of nations. 

This new structure of peace is rising upon strong foundations. 
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Let us not fail to grasp this supreme chance to establish a world-wide 
rule of reason— to create an enduring peace under the guidance of God. 

note: The President spoke at the Opera who served as president of the Confer- 
House in San Francisco. His opening ence and as chairman of the U.S. dele- 
words “Mr. Chairman” referred to Sec- gatio-n. 
retary of State Edward R. Stettinius, 


67 The President’s News Conference at Independence, 
Missouri. June 27, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, TMs Statement I want to make to you, you will all re- 
ceive mimeographed copies of it, so don’t worry about copying it down. 

[i.] This is dated today, at Independence, and it is addressed to the 
Honorable Edward R. Stettinius, Jr. 

“Dear Ed: On the day after the death of President Roosevelt, you 
submitted to me your resignation as Secretary of State. I asked you 
to continue at your post and to carry out the vitally important assign- 
ment for which you were then completing the last preparations — ^to act 
as chairman of the United States delegation at the United Nations 
Conference. 

“You accepted that responsibility. It was a very grave responsibility. 
Upon the success of the San Francisco Conference depended, first of 
all, the hope that from this war the United Nations could build a lasting 
peace. 

“The San Francisco Conference has now fulfilled its purpose. The 
Charter of a permanent United Nations has been written. You have 
every reason to be proud of your part in this achievement from the 
beginning. 

“At the request of Mr. Hull after the Moscow Conference in 1943 you, 
as Under Secretary of State, organized and directed the preparations for 
Dumbarton Oaks. You were the representative of the United States 
and acted as the chairman of the Dumbarton Oaks Conference, where 
the Proposals were written that became the basis of the Charter. You 
were at President Roosevelt’s right hand at Yalta, where further deci- 
sions on the world organization were made and agreement to hold the 
United Nations Conference was reached. 
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“All the preparations for the San Francisco Conference were imder 
your direction. During its deliberations you served not only as chair- 
man of the United States delegation but as President of the Conference, 
charged with the conduct of its business. The task of gui ding the work 
of this Conference of fifty different nations toward unanimous agree- 
ment upon the Charter was a difficult one. You accomplished it with 
skill, unfaltering courage, and success. 

“But the task of fulfilling the promise of the San Francisco Con- 
ference has only just begun. The Charter must be ratified and the 
United Nations organization brought into being and put to work. It is 
necessary to the future of America and the world that the words of 
this Charter be built into the solid structure of peace for which the 
world is waiting and praying. 

“I can think of no better way to express the confidence of the United 
States in the future of the United Nations than to choose as the Ameri- 
can representative in that task a man who has held with distinction the 
highest appointive office in the Government and has been more closely 
associated with the creation of the Charter than any other. 

“I have asked you if you would accept nomination as the Representa- 
tive of the United States to the United Nations, when the organization 
is established. As such you would be the United States member of 
the Security Council and chairman of the United States delegation in 
the General Assembly. You have told me that you would accept this 
great responsibility. 

“I therefore now accept your resignation as Secretary of State.^ 

“I intend to submit the United Nations Charter to the Senate on 
Monday and to ask for its prompt ratification. You have told me that 
you feel it is of the utmost importance for you, as Chairman of the 
United States delegation, to be immediately available to the Senate for 
whatever assistance and information it needs in connection with its 
consideration of the Charter. 

“I wanted you to come with me to the meeting with Marshal Stalin 
and Prime Minister Churchill which will take place next month. But, 

» Mr. Stettinius served from December 1, 1044, through June 27, 1945. 


145 



[&j] June 27 Public Papers of the Presidents 

since I shall be away during the congressional hearings, I have reluc- 
tandy agreed to your suggestion that you remain in Washington while 
I am away. In that capacity you will represent me before the Senate 
in all matters relating to the Charter. 

“I also ask you to supervise, as the personal representative of the 
President, the work of the United States members of the Preparatory 
Commission pending ratification of the Charter and your nomination 
as the Representative of the United States to the United Nations. 

“I am confident that you will continue to fulfill vtith honor to your- 
self and with benefit to America and the cause of peace the high trust 
which your country reposes in you.” 

Signed by me. 

Any questions you want to ask ? 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, have you nominated a successor ? 

THE PREsroENT. That will be done when we get back to Washington. 
Q. Can you tell us who it will be, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will nOt. 

Q. Is it someone in the Government now, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. ItisnOt. 

Q. Is it Mr. Byrnes, Mr. President? [Laughterl 
THE PRESIDENT. That question I cannot answer. 

Q. Will Mr. Stettinius subsequently be appointed Ambassador to the 
Court of St. James ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hewillnot. 

Q. Has he accepted this new post ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He has accepted it. It’s the highest post in the gift 
of the Government. I don’t see why it shouldn’t be an honor to accept 

it. 

Q. When does that take effect, Mr. President, the resignation? 

THE PRESIDENT. Immediately. It is accepted today. 

Q. Will Mr. Grew continue to serve as Acting Secretary ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That will be up to the Secretary of State to say, when 
he takes over. He will be Acting Secretary just as he has been when 
Mr. Stettinius is gone. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that you would send up this nomination 
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for the new successor as soon as you get back to Washington. Does 
that mean Monday? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. Monday Or Tuesday, probably. 

Q. That means you might be returning 

THE PRESIDENT. I am returning to Washington on Sunday morning, 
and will be home in the afternoon at 2 o’clock, provided the Sacred 
Cow stays in the air. \Laughter\ 

Q. Wouldn’t you like to say a few words about your reactions to this 
homecoming? 

THE PRESIDENT. I was Overwhelmed with it, of couTse. All these people 
have seen me two or three times a day, for the last 30 or 40 years. I can’t 
see what there is about me now that would make them turn out like 
they did today. 

Q. Mr. President, can you say anything about your plans on pre- 
senting the Charter to the Senate on Monday ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have nothing to say about that, yet. 

Q. Mr. President, could you say who will direct the banking system 
in Germany— under what branch of the Government that would come ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s what I am going to try to arrange — ^that’s the 
reason I am going to Germany. 

Q. Mr. President^ following up the question on the presentation of 
the Charter, can you say whether you will do that in person ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t Want to say that today. I haven’t made up my 
mind on it definitely. 

Q. Mr. President, did you say when you would name a successor 
to Mr. Stettinius? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will make the announcement in Washington. 

Q. Probably Tuesday, did you say, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Probably. 

Q. Who will accompany you to Berlin, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, whoever is necessary to carry on negotiations 
for the Government of the United States. 

Q. In that connection, sir, you had previously announced that Mr. 
Byrnes would go 

THE PRESIDENT. I had asked Mr. Byrnes and Mr. Stettinius, and Mr. 
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Davies, and Admiral Leahy, and Harry Hopkins; and I am going to 
try to take everybody I need to transact the business. 

Q. You are going to remove Mr. Stettinius from this trip 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc rcmoved himself . 

Q. Well, Mr. Byrnes is still in the trip though, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is. He is. There has been no change except this 
one which I have announced. 

Q. Mr. President, will Justice Jackson go with you, by any chance.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mt. Jackson is in England now, attending to the job 
to which he was appointed. 

Q. Will he meet you 

Q. Mr. President, is the new Secretary of State going to the Big 
Three meeting.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope SO. [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, will Mr. Byrnes 

Q. Do you have a definite date on the meeting yet .? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I will givc you a definite date when you get 
back to Washington. 

Q. Will Mr. Byrnes go there in the capacity of a private citizen.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Bymes is going at my invitation. [Laughter] 

Q. Sir, what was the date that you said you would give us when 
you returned? 

THE PRESIDENT. The date of the conference 

Q. Yes, the conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. ^in Europe. 

Q. Will you have to add to the list, Mr. President, in order to include 
the new Secretary? [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT [laughing]. I can’t answer that question. I will have 
to look over the list and see. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, there are still persistent reports in Washing- 
ton that Secretary Morgenthau is about to resign. Is there anything to 
that, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. As I have told you time and again, I have the resig- 
nation of everybody who can resign in the Government, and I can ac- 
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cept them when I get ready, if it’s necessary. I hadn’t thought about 
accepting Mr. Morgenthau’s, however. 

Q. The same go for Mr. Ickes, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. Anybody who can resign has resigned to me 
as the new President, as they should. Those who want to stay, may, 
as I have said time and again. Mr. Stettinius is getting a better job. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, has anything been done with respect to the 
possible grant-in-aid to Great Britain, which has been discussed.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Nothing has been douc. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right — all right. [Laughter] 


note; President Truman’s fifteenth 
news conference was held in Memorial 
Hall at Independence at 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, June 27, 1945. The White 
House Official Reporter noted that the 
galleries were filled with visitors, in- 
cluding many children. He also noted 
that the day was hot and sultry and 


that the newspapermen and women 
were seated in chairs around the Presi- 
dent’s makeshift desk and chair, in 
front of the platform. 

Before the President began speaking, 
the Press Secretary stated the rules gov- 
erning news conferences as he had done 
at the conference at Olympia, Item 64. 


68 Remarks Upon Receiving an Honorary Degree From the 
University of Kansas City. June 28, 1945 

Mr. President, members of the Faculty, and Board of Trustees 
of the University of Kansas City: 

I can’t tell you how very much I appreciate this first honorary degree 
that you have conferred. I appreciate it more than I can tell you. I 
have been overwhelmed, since I have been back in Jackson Coxmty, to 
find out just what kind of fellow I am. You have been exceedingly kmd 
to me. You have absolutely disproved that maxim, that a prophet is not 
without honor save in his own coimtry. You certainly have honored 
me with everything possible. I hope I can deserve it. 

I have a tremendous— a tremendous task, one that I dare not look at 
too closely, for the simple reason that it is one that no man can do by 
himself. I must have the wholehearted — ^the unqualified support of 
the coimtry, to vdn the Japanese war, and then to win a peace. 
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And there is one thing we must learn. It has been a most difiBcult 
task for us to learn it; and that is that it is absolutely necessary for the 
greatest Republic that the sun has ever shone upon to live vsdth the 
world as a whole, and not by itself. 

It is difi&cult for us to appreciate the age in which we live. It is an 
attempt at an adjustment in this age that has brought about this terrible 
disaster through which we have just passed in the European situation, 
and through which we are now passing in the Pacific. 

The night before last, I arrived in Salt Lake City, Utah, at 10 p.m. 
from San Francisco, which I had left on the same time schedule at 8 pm. 
I left Salt Lake City the next morning after breakfast — ^and oh, what 
a breakfast that was! — ^and arrived in Kansas City, Missouri, in exactly 
three hours and a half. 

My grandfather made that trip time and again from 1846 to 1854, 
and again from 1864 to ^870, and when he made that trip it took him 
exactly 3 months to go, and 3 months to come back. 

That is the age in which we live. The time is coming when that 
trip, in my opinion, will be made in one hour and a half, instead of 
three hours and a half. The time is coming when we will be trans- 
porting the freight of the world, and the express of the world, and the 
mail of the world on a schedule that will be almost up with the travel 
of the earth in its turn on its axis. 

We must become adjusted to that situation. No further from here to 
Salt Lake City, or Salt Lake City to San Francisco, than it was from 
here to Lonejack in Eastern Jackson County, when we used to go to the 
picnics there on the sixteenth of August to celebrate the beginning of 
the Democratic campaign in the fall. 

I am anxious to bring home to you that the world is no longer county- 
size, no longer state-size, no longer nation-size. It is one world, as 
Willkie said. It is a world in which we must all get along. 

And it is my opinion that this great Republic ought to lead the way. 
My opinion is that this great Republic ought to carry out those ideals of 
Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

It was my privilege to be present at the signing of the Charter in 
San Francisco, which is the first step toward the accomplishment of 
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world peace. Back in 1787 and 1788, our forefathers wrote a Constitu- 
tion for thirteen independent States. They considered that Constitu- 
tion imperfect. They had to go out on a selling program to get enough 
States to ratify that Constitution to put it into effect. One of those 
thirteen States did not ratify that Constitution until it was actually put 
into effect. 

We are going to have to ratify this Constitution of San Francisco, and 
I want to see the United States do it first. 

I am standing here with the degree of Doctor of Laws. That means 
that we live, in this country at least, in an age of law and an age of 
reason, an age in which we can get along with otir neighbors. 

Now we must do that internationally. It will be just as easy for na- 
tions to get along in a republic of the world as it is for us to get along 
in the republic of the United States. 

Now, if Kansas and Colorado have a qxiarrel over a watershed they 
don’t call out the National Guard of each State and go to war over it. 
They bring suit in the Supreme Court and abide by its decision. There 
isn’t a reason in the world why we can’t do that internationally. 

There were two documents signed at San Francisco. One of them 
was the Charter of the United Nations. The other was the World 
Court. It will require the ratification of both of those Charters, and 
the putting of them into effect, if we expect to have world peace for 
future generations. 

That is one of the tasks which have been assigned to me. I am ac- 
cepting the responsibility. I am going to try to carry it out. 

First, we must win the war with Japan, and we are winning it. 

Then, we must win the peace in the world. And unless we lead the 
way, there will be no peace in the world. 

Again, I can’t tell you how much I appreciate this privilege, how 
much I appreciate the honor. I went to the Kansas City School of Law 
for two years and a half. As I told the Alumni this afternoon, I might 
have been able to finish that course in another year and a half— I say I 
might have been— if it hadn’t been for the fact that at that time I was 
a public servant here in Jackson County — Judge of the County Court 
for the Eastern District; and I had so many people interested in the 
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welfare of the county who wanted to see me that I couldn’t study law. 

Now I have just about — oh, I was going to say maybe a thousand 
times that many people who are interested in the welfare of the United 
States, but they have a much more difficult time discussing that with 
me individually than they did when I was a County Judge. 

So here I am— on a half-finished course — a Doctor of Laws! And I 
sure appreciate it. I just didn’t know how easy it was going to be to get 
that degree. I come back here as President of the United States, and 
I get the first honorary degree of Kansas University; and that certainly 
is appreciated by me. 

When I come to Jackson County, I can’t realize that I am the Presi- 
dent of the United States. I feel like I am just one of your fellow 
citizens. I see the same faces, and I try to talk to the same people. But, 
you know, there is one thing that I have found it impossible to do, 
and that is to shake hands with and talk to five hundred thousand 
people in 3 days. I just can’t do it^ much to my regret. I wish I could 
shake hands with everybody here tonight, and listen to your tales of 
woe, if you have one, as I used to do; but that is impossible. I just 
can’t do it. 

So I want you to consider that, because I have come here and have 
seen all of you face to face, that I have theoretically shaken hands with 
every one of you, and you can go home and say that you have done it. 

You want me to be physically able to carry out this tremendous task 
that has devolved upon me. I must be physically able to do that; and 
I can’t possibly sec everybody and talk to everybody in Jackson County 
and go back to Washington and convince the Senate that they ought to 
ratify this treaty. I know the Senate^ because I worked in the Senate 
for about 10 years. 

Again I want to thank you. I can’t thank you enough. I don’t dare 
to stop and think about it, because I would just stand up here and shed 
tears; and that is not what you want to see me do. I do appreciate that 
more than I can tell you. 

Thank you very much. 

note: The President spoke in the Mu- ferred to Clarence R. Decker, president 
nicipal Auditorium at Kansas City, Mo, of the University. 

His opening words “Mr. President” re- 
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€9 Address Before the Senate Urging Ratification of the 
Charter of the United Nations. July 2, 1945 

Mr. President— it has been a long time since I have said “Mr. President 
in this Chamber, and my how I miss it! — and Members of the Senate 
of the United States: 

It is good of you to let me come back among you. You know, I am 
sure, how much that means to one who served so recently in this Cham- 
ber with you. 

You also remember how I was tied down in the last three months I 
was here. I couldn’t speak, except to rule on the parliamentary ques- 
tions; and two or three times I was ruled out of order because I would 
make a speech on parliamentary questions. 

I have just brought down from the White House, and have delivered 
to your Presiding Officer the Charter of the United Nations. It was 
signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945 — 6 days ago — ^by the repre- 
sentatives of 50 nations. The Statute of the International Court of 
Justice is annexed to the Charter. 

I am appearing to ask for the ratification of the Charter, and the 
Statute annexed thereto, in accordance with the Constitution. 

The Charter which I bring you has been written in the name of 
“We, the peoples of the United Nations.” Those peoples— stretching 
all over the face of the earth— will watch our action here with great 
concern and high hope. For they look to this body of elected repre- 
sentatives of the people of the United States to take the lead in approv- 
ing the Charter and the Statute and pointing the way for the rest of the 
world. 

This Charter and the principles upon which it is based are not new 
to the United States Senate or to the House of Representatives. 

Over a year and a half ago the Senate, after thorough debate, adopted 
the Connally resolution, which contained the essence of this Charter. 
It called for— and I quote from the Connally Resolution, “a general 
international organization based on the principle of the sovereign equal- 
ity of all peace-loving states, and open to membership by all such 
states, large and small, for the maintenance of international peace and 
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security.” That is the end of the quotation from the Connally Resolu- 
tion. What I am now presenting to the Senate carries out completely 
this expression of national and international necessity. 

Shortly before that, the House of Representatives passed the Ful- 
bright resolution, also favoring the creation of international machinery 
with participation by the United States. 

You and the House of Representatives thus had a hand in shaping 
the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals, upon which the Charter has been based. 

No international document has been drawn in a greater glare of 
publicity than has this one. It has been the subject of public comment 
for months. This widespread discussion has created the impression in 
some quarters that there were many points of disagreement among the 
United Nations in drafting this Charter. Naturally, much more public 
attention was given to the items of disagreement than to the items of 
agreement. You know, if you want to get a headline, you want to fall 
out with some of your friends, and you will always get it. The fact 
is that there were comparatively few points upon which there was not 
accord from the very beginning. Disagreement was reduced to a mini- 
mum— and related more to methods than to principle. 

Whatever differences there were, were finally settled. They were 
setded by the traditional democratic method of free exchange of opin- 
ions and points of view. 

I shall not attempt here to go into the various provisions of the 
Charter. They have been so thoroughly discussed that I am sure you 
are all familiar with them. And they will be so thoroughly discussed 
on this floor that you and the people of the nation will all have a com- 
plete expression of views. I am sure of that. 

In your deliberations, I hope you will consider not only the words of 
the Charter but also the spirit which gives it meaning and life. 

The objectives of this Charter are clear. 

It seeks to prevent future wars. 

It seeks to setde international disputes by peaceful means, in con- 
formity with the principles of justice. 

It seeks to promote worldwide progress and better standards of living. 

It seeks to achieve universal respect for, and observance of, human 
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rights and jfundamental freedoms for all men and women — ^without 
distinction as to race, language, or religion. 

It seeks to remove the economic and social causes of international 
conflict and unrest. 

It is the product of many hands and many influences. It comes from 
the reality of experience in a world where one generation has failed 
twice to keep the peace. The lessons of that experience have been writ- 
ten into this document. 

The choice before the Senate is now clear. The choice is not between 
this Charter and something else. It is between this Charter and no 
Charter at all. 

Improvements will come in the future as the United Nations gain 
experience with the machinery and methods which they have set up. 
For this is not a static treaty. It can be improved — and, as the years 
go by, it will be— just as our own Constitution has been improved. 

This Charter points down the only road to enduring peace. There 
is no other. Let us not hesitate to join hands with the peace-loving 
peoples of the earth and start down that road, with God’s help, and 
with firm resolve that we can and will reach our goal. 

I urge ratification. I urge prompt ratification. 

Thank you. 


note: The President spoke at i pjn. m 
the Senate Chamber. 

The Charter of the United Nations 
together with the Statute of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice is printed in 


the U.S. Statutes at Large (59 Stat. 
1031). It was approved by the Senate 
on July 28, 1945, and after ratification 
entered into force on October 24, 1945. 


70 Memorandxim Reducing die Workweek of Federal 
Employees to 44 Hours. July 3, 1945 

To the heads of 'Executive Departments and Agencies: 

The Federal Goveriunent has been maintaining a work schedule of 
a six-day, 48-hour week for both the departmental and field service. I 
believe that the time has now come when we should make a change in 
this schedule. 
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It is my desire, therefore, that, with the exception of the War De- 
partment, the Navy Department, the Treasury Department, the Vet- 
erans Administration, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and the Panama 
Canal, the head of each department and agency establish, effective 
July I, a 44-hour workweek. In the case of the departments above 
named, it is my desire that they examine their various operations very 
carefully and, wherever possible, put into effect a 44-hour workweek. 

If the head of any department or agency other than the War Depart- 
ment^ the Navy Department, the Treasury Department, the Veterans 
Administration, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and the Panama Canal 
feels that it is still necessary for him to maintain a 48-hour workweek, 
contrary to the general policy above outlined, he should apply to the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget for an exception to this policy. 

It should be clearly understood that reductions in hours of work are 
not to constitute a basis for requests for additional funds or personnel. 

Harry S. Truman 


71 Letter Accepting Resignation of Harry L, Hopkins as 
Special Assistant to the President. July 3, 1945 

Dear Harry: 

I am sorry that I cannot persuade you to remain in government any 
longer. I should have liked it not only because of the great service 
which you could continue to render to the nation, but also because it 
would have given me great pleasmre to have you associated with my 
Administration. 

However, I imderstand fully the reasons which prompted your deci- 
sion— and I do not feel that I can justifiably ignore them. 

There are few people in the United States who know more fully than 
I the substantial role which you have played in the prosecution of our 
war. I know how much President Roosevelt relied upon you as he 
started the nation on the hard task of preparation to meet aggression 
from abroad. I know how much your efforts coimted toward the 
successful carrying out of the Lend-Lease program during the days 
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immediately preceding and following our entry into the war. And I 
know how much your tireless energy had to do with the carrying on of 
the war in all parts of the globe. 

During the earlier days when our nation was recovering from the 
depths of the depression, your participation in government affairs — ^first 
as administrator of relief activities, and later as Secretary of Com- 
merce — ^left its beneficial and lasting imprint on the economy of our 
nation. 

I am sure that you must feel much pride and a deep sense of accom- 
plishment in all your great and patriotic service to our country during 
the last twelve years. 

I know that I shall have to call upon you in the future— and I hope 
that you will soon be fully and completely recovered so that you can 
give me the benefit of your coimsel. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Harry L. Hopkins, The White House] 

note : Mr. Hopkins was appointed of resignation, dated July 2, 1945, was 
Special Assistant to the President by released with President Truman’s reply. 
President Roosevelt in 1941. His letter 


72 Statement by the President: The Fourth of July. 

July 4, 1945 

AGAIN THIS YEAR we celebrate July 4 as the anniversary of the day 
one hundred and sixty-nine years ago on which we declared our inde- 
pendence as a sovereign people. 

In this year of 1945, we have pride in the combined might of this 
nation which has contributed signally to the defeat of the enemy in 
Europe. We have confidence that, under Providence, we soon may 
crush the enemy in the Pacific. We have humility for the guidance 
that has been given us of God in serving His will as a leader of freedom 
for the world. 

This year, the men and women of our armed forces, and many 
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civilians as well, are celebrating the anniversary of American Inde- 
pendence in other countries throughout the world. Citizens of these 
other lands will understand what we celebrate and why, for freedom is 
dear to the hearts of all men everywhere. In other lands, others will 
join us in honoring our declaration that all men are created equal and 
are endowed with certain inalienable rights — ^life, liberty and the ptir- 
suit of happiness. 

Here at home, on this July 4, 1945, let us honor our Nation’s creed of 
liberty, and the men and women of our armed forces who are carrying 
this creed with them throughout the world. 


73 Statement by the President on the Death of John Curtin, 
Prime Minister of Australia. July 4, 1945 

IT IS with deep sorrow that I have learned of the death today of the 
Right Honorable John Curtin, Prime Minister of Australia, who has 
brought to the public service of his coxmtry not only great ability and 
integrity but also a deep sense of loyalty to the principles which have 
guided the United Nations through this war so victoriously ended in 
Europe and so successfully being waged in the Far East. The Govern- 
ment and people of the United States mourn with the people of 
Australia the passing of this great leader. 


74 Statement by the President Commending the Work of the 
United National Clothing Collection. July 4, 1945 

THE 7,300 local committees of the United National Clothing Collec- 
tion have rendered a service to world peace. By meeting and exceeding 
their goal of 150,000,000 pounds of clothing, the American people have 
accomplished the task assigned to them by Franklin D. Roosevelt in a 
cause that was close to his heart. It is good to know that the clothing 
is now on its way overseas to relieve the suffering of war victims in 
Europe and the Far East. 
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note: The statement was made follow- Kaiser asking him to head the second 
ing the receipt of a report by Henry J. United National Clothing Collection 
Kaiser, chairman of the United National campaign, see Item 144. 

Clothing Collection. For letter to Mr. 


75 Joint Statement Following Discussions With Foreign 
Minister Sofianopoulos of Greece. ]uly 5, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT today had the opportunity of a friendly conversa- 
tion with Mr. Sofianopoulos, Foreign Minister of Greece, who arrived 
yesterday in Washington after the conclusion of the San Francisco Con- 
ference where he headed the Greek delegation. The President ex- 
pressed appreciation to Mr. Sofianopoulos for his excellent work in 
San Francisco as chairman of one of the most important Conference 
committees. 

Mr. Sofianopoulos discussed with the President the United Nations 
Charter, and the President was pleased with Mr. Sofianopoulos’ ex- 
pression of confidence that the friendly atmosphere and the resulting 
success of the Conference enabled Greece, as one of the smaller nations, 
to look forward to a period of international understanding and security 
within the framework of a united family of nations. 

The President remarked with satisfaction upon the recent official 
notification to Tokyo by the Greek Government that Greece has con- 
sidered itself in a state of war with Japan since its severance of diplo- 
matic relations on December 8, 1941, and welcomed this further evi- 
dence that the Greek people, who played such a brave role in resisting 
Axis aggression on their own soil, are stanchly lined up with the Allies 
in their determination to see through to a victorious close the war 
against Japan. The President assured Mr. Sofianopoulos that the 
American people would never forget the heroic attitude of the Greek 
people or the great sacrifices made by Greece in the common interest. 

In discussing the urgent problems of rehabilitation and reconstruc- 
tion facing Greece at this time, the President expressed to Mr. Sofiano- 
poulos the sincere interest of this Government in seeing normal eco- 
nomic conditions reestablished in Greece as soon as possible. In this 
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connection the President assured Mr. Sofianopoulos of this Govern- 
ment’s desire not only to facilitate the relief and rehabilitation program 
of UNRRA in Greece, but also to assist in every feasible way in Greek 
reconstruction. 

Mr. Sofianopoulos expressed to the President the heartfelt gratitude 
of the Greek nation for the sympathy constantly manifested by the 
American Government and people during the dark years of occupa- 
tion, and his appreciation for the new words of encouragement and 
hope which the President gave him for the Greek people. 


76 The President’s News Conference of 
]uly 5, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] lam sending down Edward C. Moran, Jr., former 
Congressman from Maine, as Second Assistant Secretary of Labor, at 
the request of the Secretary of Labor. 

I am sending down Jesse M. Donaldson to be First Assistant Post- 
master General, at the request of the Postmaster General. 

Q. Where is he from, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Donaldson has been — 1 don’t know where he is from. 
He has been with the Department all his life. 

Q. That is First Assistant Postmaster General ? 

THE PRESIDENT. First Assistant Postmaster General. I have his record 
out there, which I will read to you, if you like. 

[2.] I have a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury ^ [reading] : 
“When Franklin D. Roosevelt came to Washington, he asked me to 
come vpith him, stating that when he was through we would go back 
to Dutchess County together. For 12 of the most eventful years in 
American history, I was associated with him, actively participating in 
meeting the important problems confronting the country both before 
and during the war. 

“Immediately after President Roosevelt’s death, I told you how I 
felt, and stated that I wanted you to know that your hands were imtied 

^ Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 
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as far as I was concerned. You were good enough to say that you 
needed my help and urged me to remain. 

“Since then, with your support, I have completed many of the most 
urgent tasks that were then pending. As I told you this morning, I 
feel the time has now come when I can appropriately be released from 
my responsibilities. Accordingly, I now tender my resignation as Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. My preference was to have this resignation 
effective immediately, but since you stated this morning that you wish 
me to remain until you return from Europe I will, of course, comply 
with your wishes. 

“Permit me to express my appreciation of the fine support you have 
given me since you became President. 

“I most fervently hope for the great success of your Administration 
in solving the diflEcult problems which lie ahead. 

“If you wish to consult me at any time, I shall always be at your 
service.” 

[3.] And I wrote him [reading \ : “Dear Henry: I am indeed sorry 
to learn that you have come to the conclusion that the time has arrived 
to be released from your responsibilities as Secretary of the Treasury. 
I am grateful, however, that you are willing to remain until I return 
from Europe so as to carry on the arduous work of the Treasury during 
my absence. 

“Yours has been a very long and efficient service to our country — 
both in peace and in war; and your departure from the Treasury will 
be a distinct loss. 

“Your service to the nation began in 1933 in the days when you super- 
vised the merger of the farm credit agencies into the Farm Credit Ad- 
ministration which has done so much to help the farmers of the nation. 

“Since you have been in the Treasury you have participated in for- 
mulating and administering a federal tax program which has raised im- 
precedented tax revenues with a minimum of disturbance to our econ- 
omy. These tax laws have seen an impartial and efficient administration 
under your supervision. 

“Under your supervision the Treasury through the sale of bonds has 
raised over two hundred billion dollars with which to finance our de- 
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fense and war activities. Raising this money was in itself a great 
achievement; but, in addition, it was accompanied by a substantial re- 
duction in the average rate of interest on the public debt. 

“You have been a steady champion of international monetary stabili- 
zation ever since the early days of your administration as Secretary of 
the Treasury. Through many years of activity and accomplishment 
in this field, your efforts are now bearing final fruit in the Bretton 
Woods legislation now pending before the Congress of the United 
States. In this, and in other ways, you have helped bring about the close 
fiscal cooperation which this government has had with its Allies during 
this war. Besides, m the days before the Lend-Lease statute was en- 
acted, many measures of cooperation with our Allies were formulated 
in your office. 

“I am sure that you must feel a great sense of accomplishment in 
this outstanding record of service to our country. On behalf of our 
people I extend to you the thanks of the nation. 

“I am appreciative of your offer of service in the future, and I am sure 
that there will be many occasions on which I shall seek your counsel.” 

Q. May I interrupt you just there.? Have you a successor in min d, 
Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc a successor in mmd, but he will not be an- 
nounced until I get back from Europe. 

[4.] Now here is another letter from Chester Springs, Pennsylvania, 
dated Jtme 30, 1945, addressed to the President [reading \ : “As I have 
served as a member of the Supreme Court for more than fifteen years, 
and have attained the age of seventy years, I desire to avail myself of 
the provisions of Section 260 of the Judicial Code, as amended, (28 
U.S. Code §375),-” 

Nobody but a Justice would write that. \Laughter'\ 

“ — ^and to resign my office as Associate Justice. 

“Accordingly, I tender you my resignation, to take effect July 31, 
1945. 

“I am. Sir, with great respect. Sincerely yours, Owen J. Roberts” 

[5.] “Dear Mr. Justice: I am indeed sorry that you have decided to 
retire from the Bench after your long service. 
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“The Supreme Court, in the period during which you have served 
as a member, has been called upon to pass upon some of the most im- 
portant economic and social problems in the history of oxir country. 

“As I told you this afternoon when I saw you and finally agreed to 
accept your resignation as of July 31, 1945 , 1 do so only on your promise 
to continue to give your country the benefit of your sound judgment 
and advice as occasion arises. 

“I extend to you the gratitude of the nation for the service you have 
rendered.” 

Q. Mr. President, I notice he resigned. Is that something difierent 
from the retirement the other Justices have ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think he intended to retire. I think that is the 
sense under the statute he cites. I think he intends to retire from the 
bench. At least, that’s how I took it. 

Q. Have you picked a successor to Justice Roberts yet, sir.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have not. I haven’t thought about a successor. 

I am ready for questions now, if you have any. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the reported 
mission of Mayor La Guardia to France, before the Big Three 
conference.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Mayor La Guardia has been wanting to go to 
France for some time, and I gave him the necessary permission the 
other day to go to France. 

Q. Can you tell us 

THE PRESIDENT. He is gouig on his — ^for his own welfare and benefit. 
He is not going on a mission for the Government. 

Q. He is not going in uniform, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. [L«agA^fr] 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, there has been some talk on the Hill that 
the Bretton Woods legislation would be postponed imtil after the 
Charter. Do you think this could be done ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I thuik you had best ask the leaders of the two Houses 
that question, because I don’t think it’s going to be delayed that way. 
At least, that is not my information. 

Q. Mr. President, is there any truth to the report that the Secretary 
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of the Treasury will be appointed to the United Nations Bank as — ^that 
is, the American section? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not ready to answer that question at this time. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, do you plan to hold a Big Two meeting with 
Prime Minister Churchill before going to the Berlin meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do not. There is going to be a Big Three meeting, 
and aU three will be there, 

Q. Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT. ^if you Want to call it that. 

[9.] Q. Out in Independence, we asked you about Secretary Mor- 
genthau and Ickes, and at that time you said you did not have it in 
mind to accept their resignations. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is true. 

Q. I wondered whether — ^about Ickes now, Mr. President? 
ILaughterl 

THE PRESIDENT. The Same answer at Independence goes for Mr. Ickes, 
and went for Mr. Morgenthau imtil this morning when he came in 
and told me that he simply wanted to quit and would be willing to stay 
until I got back from Europe. That was his own suggestion and not 
mine. 

Q. You do not have in mind, now, accepting Mr. Ickes’ resignation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I do not, for I am going to send Mr. Ickes to 
England to negotiate an oil treaty. 

Q. When is that, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. They are getting ready for it now. I don’t know just 
what the date will be. 

Q. Is that in relation to the Anglo-American oil agreement? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, that’s the one. 

Q. Renegotiate? 

THE PRESIDENT. Renegotiate, that’s the word. 

Q. They will be leaving relatively soon? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I don’t think the date has been definitely set, 
but it will be some time in the near future. 

Q. That’s the Middle East oil arrangement, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. That’s what it is. 
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Harry S. Truman, 

Q. Any other big Government changes? \Laughter'\ 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t think of any, right at the present time, you 
would be interested to know. {More laughter'] 

Q. Mildly. Mildly interested. 

Q. Mr. President, can you give us the date of the Big Three meeting ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not definitely, no. It will be some time in the next 
3 weeks, let us say that. 

Q. Any appointments anticipated, Mr. President, to the State De- 
partment — Secretaries — ^have you any of those in mind yet 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. ^Under Secretaries, Assistants? 

THE PRESIDENT. You heard what Mr. Byrnes said yesterday in his state- 
ment, that he had no intention of making any changes immediately, 
and I think that will be a matter for discussion when we get back from 
overseas. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you received the report from Stabiliza- 
tion Director Davis on speculation — curbs on speculation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No,Ihavcnot. I haven’t received it yet. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, could you tell us if, when you come back 
from Germany, you would like to see the Eiffel Tower again ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Of couTse I would like to see it, but I don’t think I 
will probably get a chance to see it. If that is what you want? 
{Laughter] 

Q. Do you expect to see General de Gaulle ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not On titis trip. 

Q. Do you contemplate making another trip, then, to Europe soon? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t tell. I can’t answer that. 

Q. Is there anything, Mr. President, you can tell us about your route 
on return? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t at the present time, because it hasn’t been 
definitely set. As soon as I have the information, I will give it to you. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You are entirely welcome. 

note: President Truman’s sixteenth at the White House at 4*05 P-ta. on 
news conference was held in his office Thursday, July 5, 1945. The White 
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House Official Reporter noted that a dent showed them Field Marshal Goe- 
few members of the press remained ring’s jewelled baton, 
after the conference and that the Presi- 


77 Statement by the President Announcing Establishment of 
Diplomatic Relations With the New Polish Government. 
]uly 5, 1945 

IT IS witb great satisfaction that I announce that effective today as of 
7 pjn. Eastern War Time the Government of the United States has 
established diplomatic relations with the newly formed Polish Pro- 
visional Government of National Unity now established at Warsaw. 
The establishment of this Government is an important and positive 
step in fulfilling the decisions regarding Poland reached at Yalta and 
signed on February ii, 1945. 

The New Polish Provisional Government of National Unity has in- 
formed me in a written communication that it has recognized in their 
entirety the decisions of the Crimea Conference on the Polish question. 
The new government has thereby confirmed its intention to carry out 
the provisions of the Crimea decision with respect to the holding of 
elections. 

Mr. Arthur Bliss Lane, whom I have chosen as United States Am- 
bassador to Poland, will proceed to Warsaw as soon as possible, ac- 
companied by his staff. 

78 Exchange of Messages With the Prime Minister of the 
Polish Provisional Government of National Unity. 

]uly 5, 1945 

I AM GRATIFIED to learn from your message to me transmitted 
through your Ambassador at Moscow that the Polish Provisional Gov- 
ernment of National Unity was established on June 28, 1945 in con- 
formity with the Crimea decision. I am pleased to note that Your 
Excellency’s Government has recognized in their entirety the decisions 
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of the Crimea Conference on the Polish question thereby confirming 
the intentions of Your Excellency’s Government to proceed with the 
holding of elections in Poland in conformity with the provisions of the 
Crimea decisions. The Government of the United States of America 
therefore on the basis of its assurances given at the Crimea Conference 
hereby establishes diplomatic relations with the Polish Provisional Gov- 
ernment of National Unity. I have chosen as Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary to Poland Mr. Arthur Bliss Lane, whom I 
have instructed to proceed to Warsaw as soon as possible. 

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Harry S. Truman 


[His Excellency, Edward Osobka-Morawski, Prime Minister of the Polish 
Provisional Government of National Unity, Warsaw, Poland.] 


note: Prime Minister Osobka-Moraw- 
ski’s message follows: 

His Excellency, Mr. Truman, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America: 

I have the honor to notify you that as 
a result of the understanding reached in 
Moscow between Representatives of the 
Warsaw Provisional Government and 
Polish Democratic leaders invited from 
Poland and from abroad under the 
auspices of the Commission of three set 
up at the Crimea Conference the Polish 
Provisional Government of National 
Unity was formed on the 28th of June, 
1945, in accordance with article 45 of 
the constitution of the Polish Republic 
of 1921. 


The Provisional Government of Na- 
tional Unity has recognized in their en- 
tirety the decisions of the Crimea Con- 
ference on the Polish question. 

At the same time I have the honor in 
the name of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of National Unity to approach the 
Government of the United States of 
America with a request for the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations between 
our nations and for the exchange of 
representatives with the rank of Am- 
bassador. 

Please accept the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 

Osobka-Morawski 


79 Memorandum to Federal Agencies on the Handling o£ 
Government Funds. July 6 , 1945 

To the Heads of cdl "Executive Departments and Agencies: 

Throughout the war period I have been concerned with the necessity 
of extreme care in the handling of government funds, especially when 
expenditures are at such unprecedented levels and so many oflEcials 
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are charged with disbursement of these funds. I am certain that you 
share my satisfaction that there has been so little evidence of abuse, 
and that you also share my strong desire that this good record shall be 
preserved. 

Therefore, I am asking you and the other Department and Agency 
heads to express and underscore my determination to insure the most 
exacting review of expenditures in every instance where there is the 
slightest ground to suspect either misuse or careless handling of govern- 
ment funds. Any such instance should be investigated promptly and, 
where appropriate, a vigorous disciplinary action should be invoked. 
I trust that you will transmit this message to your stafE and supplement 
it with appropriate instructions of your own. 

Harry S. Trujsian 

note: On the following day the Presi- Potsdam Conference which opened on 
dent went aboard the U.S.S. Augusta at July 17. He returned to Washington 
Newport News, Va., en route to the on August 7. 


80 Veto of Bill Relating to Law Enforcement in the District 
of Columbia. ]uly 9, 1945 

[ Released July 9, 1945. Jtdy 6, 1945 ] 

To the House of Representatives: 

The enrolled bill H.R. 2856, “To provide for better enforcement of 
law within the District of Columbia, and for other purposes,” is re- 
turned herevdth without my approval. 

The language of section i of the bill, although obscure and indefinite, 
is apparently intended to transfer jurisdiction over felonies committed 
within the park areas in the District of Columbia from the United States 
Park Police to the Metropolitan Police of the District of Columbia in 
situations where detective services are required. I am convinced that 
the effect of such legislation would be to impair rather than to improve 
law enforcement in these park areas. In the event that felonies are 
committed on park lands without the perpetrators being immediately 
apprehended, the provisions of section i would seem to place any mem- 
bers of the United States Park Police, functioning in connection with 
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the solution of such felonies, under the control of the detective force 
of the Metropolitan PoHce. During this time the United States officers, 
regardless of rank, would be subject to the orders of the Detective 
Bureau and precinct detectives of the Metropolitan Police force. This 
would require the members of the United States Park Police force to 
serve two masters whose authority over them would be uncertainly 
divided, and would necessarily have a demoralizing effect on that 
organization. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice 
and the Metropolitan Police are now authorized to participate with the 
United States Park Police in solving felony cases wherever their serv- 
ices are necessary. Approval of the bill would unsettle the practical 
working arrangements already set up for this purpose, without adding 
to the means available for the detection and apprehension of offenders. 

An additional objection to the provisions of section i is that they 
would remove full authority over the United States Park PoHce force 
from the Secretary of the Interior, who is charged by law with the ex- 
clusive charge and control of the National Capital Park System. 

Section 2 of the bill declares that no appropriations from the revenues 
of the District of Columbia shall be used to pay the salaries or for 
equipment of the United States Park PoHce, and section 3 would make 
this requirement effective from July i, 1945. Although the reports 
of the committees which considered the bill state that the practical effect 
of section 2 is merely to require that members of the Park PoHce force 
who perform truly Federal services and are under the control of Fed- 
eral authorities be paid out of the funds of the Federal Government, 
nevertheless the fact of the matter is that the appropriation for this 
purpose contained in the District of Columbia Appropriation Act for the 
fiscal year beginning July i, 1945, has not been made from Federal 
funds. Because of the terms of section 3, approval of the bill might 
well be construed as a repeal of so much of this appropriation as would 
otherwise be available for the salaries and equipment of the personnel 
involved. 

Both the Department of the Interior Appropriation Act for the fiscal 
year be ginning July I, 1945, and the Second Deficiency Appropriation 
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Act have been passed by the Congress in a forna which makes no provi- 
sions for the 70 members of the United States Park Police force — a ma- 
jority of that organization— whose salaries and equipment are, under 
the terms of the District of Columbia Appropriation Act, payable from 
revenues of the District of Columbia rather than from Federal funds. 
Hence the effect of a repeal of the appropriation for this purpose con- 
tained in that Act would be to deprive the United States Park Police 
of the necessary means for the pay of its personnel, and to jeopardize 
the performance of its essential protective functions. 

For these reasons, I feel that it is my duty to withhold my approval 
from H.R. 2856. 

Habsy S. Truman 

81 Statement by the President: Bastille Day. 

July 13, 1945 

IN BASTILLE DAY the people of France have given the world an 
undying symbol of Freedom. Throughout the long history of our 
friendship with France the people of the United States have shared 
the principles for which it stands. Never have those principles had a 
greater significance than in this year of the final overthrow of one of 
the darkest tyrannies that has ever tried to enslave mankind. 

82 Letter to Secretary Morgenthau Concerning the 
Appointment of Fred M. Vinson as His Successor. 

July 14, 1945 

Dear Henry: 

I have given careful consideration to your letter of July thirteenth 
urging that I send to the Senate immediately the nomination of Judge 
Vinson as Secretary of the Treasury. 

I am inclined to agree with you that for the reasons you mention it 
would be preferable to take this action now instead of waiting for my 
return from Europe. 
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I appreciate very much the fine spirit and keen sense of public respon- 
sibility in which you have approached this matter. 

With personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


[The Honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr., The Secretary of the Treasury] 


note: Secretary Morgenthau’s letter, 
also released, pointed out that such mat- 
ters as the continuation of war financ- 
ing, the tax enforcement drive, revenue 
legislation, and many other problems 
called for prompt decision; and that his 
successor should be given the opportu- 
nity to make the decisions since it would 
become his duty to carry them out. 


Secretary Morgenthau also referred to 
the possibility of a recess in the Senate, 
which would delay Judge Vinson’s 
confirmation. 

The letters were exchanged by wire- 
less while the President was aboard the 
U.S.S. Augusta en route to the Potsdam 
conference. 


83 Statement by the President on the Manpower Needs o£ 
the Western Railroads. July i6, 1945 

IF THE DEMANDS of the Japanese war are to be met, the railroads 
in the west must have additional manpower immediately. The man- 
power shortage is so serious that the War Department recently ordered 
4,000 experienced railroad men to be furloughed from the Army to 
help ease the situation, but they are only a fraction of the number 
needed. 

The western railroads today need 65,000 men and need them badly. 
We must keep men and materiel flowing into the ports as fast as our 
convoys can transport them to the battle zone. 

The effects of the shortage already are being felt, with the peak load 
still months away. Our soldiers returning from the European Cam- 
paign are not getting the best acco mm odations because many cars are 
in the shops awaiting repairs and overhauling. Some troops are being 
delayed at the ports because trams cannot be supphed promptly. Over- 
worked crews must be given time to rest before taking trains out on 
long, hard trips. Trains are often late because of short switching crews 
which cannot keep traffic moving at top efficiency. Unless additional 
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manpower is found those delays will become serious as the load 
increases. 

That is why I am bringing this situation to the attention of the 
American people. Any patriotic American who is not already engaged 
in essential war work can make a real contribution toward the defeat 
of Japan by applying for a job on a western railroad during this emer- 
gency period. Those who are now working on railroads can do a great 
service to their country by remaining on the job. 

note; The statement was released at No. President and his sta£E during the Pots- 
2 Kaiserstrasse in Babelsberg, Germany, dam conference. The President arrived 
which served as headquarters for the at Babelsberg on July 15. 


84 Special Message to the Congress on Amending the Surplus 
Property Act To Provide for a Single Administrator. 

July 17, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

On October 3, 1944, the Congress enacted the Surplus Property Act 
of 1944, a comprehensive scheme for the declaration, handling and 
disposal of all types of surplus property. 

The operations of the 3-man Surplus Property Board created by that 
Act have been marked by substantial achievements. It has set in mo- 
tion the disposal machinery which Congress authorized and it has 
begun to implement the standards which Congress laid down for the 
disposal of surplus property. Regulations already promulgated or m 
the process of adoption cover the most important types of property — 
consumer goods, plant equipment, industrial plants and farm lands. 
The emphasis in the Board’s task will then shift from the promulga- 
tion of policy to the effectuation of basic policies already established. 

The task of administration becomes increasingly difficult as the rate 
of surplus declarations rapidly rises. That rate is rising sharply now. 
To dispose of this growing volume of surplus property in a manner 
that will fully achieve the objectives declared by Congress will require 
the most efficient possible administrative machinery. 

While the present Surplus Property Act was under consideration by 
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the Congress the then Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion, 
Mr. Byrnes, recommended provision for a single A dmini strator. I 
think experience has proved him right. 

In a field which calls for quick and decisive action, it is undesirable to 
dilute responsibility for the disposal of surplus property. Administra- 
tion by a multimember Board has complicated day-to-day operations 
imder the Act. 

More recendy the retiring Chairman of the Board has stated to the 
Congress that although he originally shared the view that a 3-man 
Board was appropriate, his experience also led him to the belief that 
the Act can best be administered by a single Administrator. 

I am convinced that the effective performance of the vast administra- 
tive task remaining for the disposal of surplus property imperatively 
requires that authority to make decisions and responsibility for those 
decisions should be centralized in a single ofi&cial. Such an ofEcial 
should operate, as do all other executive agencies, under the general 
authority conferred by the President and the Congress on the Office 
of War Mobilization and Reconversion. Accordingly I request the 
Congress to amend the Surplus Property Act of 1944 by substituting a 
single Administrator for the present Surplus Property Board. 

note: On September 18, 1945, thePresi- of the Surplus Property Act of 1944 by 
dent approved Public Law 181 (59 Stat. a Surplus Property Administrator. 
533) providing for the administration 


85 Letter to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Transmitting Reports on 
Foreign War Relief Activities. July 17, 1945 

[ Released July 17, 1945. Dated July 14, 1945 ] 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith reports prepared by the Ameri- 
can Red Cross and the War Refugee Board reflecting foreign war relief 
operations which have been conducted during the period July i, 1940 
through April 30, 1945, from appropriations for foreign war relief 
consolidated and extended by the Second Deficiency Appropriation 
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Act, 1942, the Urgent Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1943, and the 
Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1944. 

These reports supplement those previously submitted as of April 30, 
1941, April 30, 1942, April 30, 1943, and April 30, 1944 and are of neces- 
sity of an interim nature since the foreign war relief program is still in 
progress. 

The Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1945 has extended the 
availability of $2,150,000 of this appropriation until December 31, 1945 
in order to provide for the termination of the program and a final report 
will be submitted following that date. 

There is also transmitted herewith a statement of allocations that 
have been made to government purchasing agencies from this appro- 
priation together with tmobligated balances remaining in each alloca- 
tion as of April 30, 1945. It will be noted that obligations reflected in 
this statement have been based on orders placed with vendors as dis- 
tinguished from the report of the American Red Cross which was pre- 
pared on the basis of requisitions submitted to government purchasing 
agencies. 

Respectfully yours, 

Habry S. Truman 


note: This is the text of identical let- 
ters addressed to the Honorable Ken- 
neth McKellar, President pro tempore 
of the Senate, and to the Honorable 
Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 


The reports of the American Red 
Cross and the War Refugee Board and 
the report on status of appropriation 
and allocations are printed in House 
Document 262 (79th Cong., ist sess.). 


86 Remarks at the Raising of the Flag Over the U.S. Group 
Control Council Headquarters in Berlin. July 20, 1945 

General Eisenhower, officers and men: 

This is an historic occasion. We have conclusively proven that a free 
people can successfully look after the affairs of the world. 

We are here today to raise the flag of victory over the capital of our 
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greatest adversary. In doing that, we must remember that in raising 
that flag we are raising it in the name of the people of the United States, 
who are looking forward to a better world, a peaceful world, a world 
in which all the people will have an opportunity to enjoy the good 
things of Kfe, and not just a few at the top. 

Let us not forget that we are fighting for peace, and for the welfare 
of mankind. We are not fighting for conquest. There is not one 
piece of territory, or one thing of a monetary nature that we want out 
of this war. We want peace and prosperity for the world as a whole. 
We want to see the time come when we can do the things in peace 
that we have been able to do in war. 

If we can put this tremendous machine of ours, which has made this 
victory possible, to work for peace we can look forward to the greatest 
age in the history of mankind. That is what we propose to do. 

note: The President spoke shortly be- the same one that had flown over the 
fore 4 p.m. in the courtyard at the head- Capitol in Washington when war was 
quarters buildings. The flag used was declared against Germany. 


87 Letter to David K. Niles, Administrative Assistant to the 
President. July 20, 1945 

[ Released July 20, 1945. Dated July 17, 1945 ] 

Dear Dave: 

I am glad that at my request you are remaining on in your post as 
one of the Administrative Assistants to the President. I know that your 
long record in government will be helpful to me as it was to the late 
President Roosevelt. 

For ten years you have taken an important part in the activities of 
our government in Washington. Beginning with the work of relieving 
the distress of unemployment, and later in the Department of Com- 
merce, the Ofl&ce of Production Management, and for the last several 
years, as an Administrative Assistant you have had a hand in many of 
the important events of the last decade. It will be of great service to 
have the benefit of your ability and conscientious service, and the ex- 
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perience and information you have acquired during these years will be 
most valuable. 

With kindest regards. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Haery S. Truman 

[Honorable David K. NEes, Administrative Assistant to the President, The White 
House] 


88 Letter Read by Secretary Vinson at the Humanitarian 
Award Dinner of the Variety Clubs of America. 

]uly 25, 1945 

[ Released July 25, 1945. Dated July 21, 1945 ] 

Dear Mr. O’Donnell: 

I deeply regret that circumstances will not permit me to be with 
you and with other admirers of Sir Alexander Fleming next Wednesday 
evening, when the Variety Clubs of America honor that great humani- 
tarian and benefactor of mankind. 

For aU that Sir Alexander has done to alleviate pain and suffering, 
through the great discovery which ever Avill bear his name, the world 
owes a debt of gratitude diflScult to estimate. It is particularly fitting, 
therefore, that Variety should give him its award for 1944 in recogni- 
tion of unusual and unselfish service in behalf of all humanity. 

From afar I welcome him to the Capital of the Nation and hail him 
as one who in our day and generation is going forward in the noble 
tradition of Lord Lister, William Harvey, and that other grand old 
Briton, Sir Thomas Browne. 

I could not close this note without adding a word of heartfelt appre- 
ciation to the Variety Clubs of America for their unwearied efforts in 
support of the war and in aiding all good causes both in peace and war. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[R. J. O’Donnell, Esq., National Chief Barker, The Variety Clubs of America] 
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note: The dinner was held at the May- released in Washington together with 
flower Hotel in Washington. The let- Secretary Vinson’s remarks, 
ter, dated Potsdam, July 21, 1945, was 


89 Letter to Alben W. Barkley on the Eighth Anniversary 
of His Election as Majority Leader of the Senate. 

July 27, 1945 

Dear Alben: 

Today marks the eighth anniversary of your service as Majority 
Leader of the Senate. I understand that this is twice as long as any of 
your predecessors have served. These years have been eventful ones. 
They have been years of great moment to the United States and to 
the world. 

In all of the recent events which have meant so much in shaping the 
future of our civilization you have played an important and effective 
role. Not only have you helped to fulfill the ideals and principles of 
our party, but you have been willing and anxious to lay aside all sem- 
blance of partisanship or desire for party advantage whenever the wel- 
fare of our nation required it. 

I congratulate you on your past service as Majority Leader, and, also, 
on your thirty-three years of service in the Congress. The nation is 
grateful to you for your patriotic share in the accomplishments of these 
years, and I know that the years to come vstill be equally fruitful. 

With all best wishes for your continued health and success from your 
old friend. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Habrv S. Trxtman 

[Honorable Alben W. Barkley, The United States Senate] 
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go Veto of Bill Authorizing the Improvement of Certain 
Harbors. July 31, 1945 

[ Released July 31, 1945. Dated July 28, 1945 ] 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 3477, a bill “Authoriz- 
ing the improvement of certain harbors in the interest of commerce 
and navigation.” 

The bill authorizes the improvement, for navigation, of Savannah 
Harbor, Georgia, and Two Harbors, Minnesota, in accordance with the 
reports of the Chief of Engineers, House Document No. 227, Seventy- 
ninth Congress, and House Document No. 805, Seventy-eighth Con- 
gress, respectively. The estimated cost of the Savannah Harbor project 
is 12,738,000, and of the Two Harbors $1,876,000. 

Since the entry of the United States into the present war, omnibus 
river and harbor and flood control acts have contained specific provi- 
sions restricting construction of the projects so authorized to the post- 
war period, unless required for the prosecution of the war. The most 
recent enactment (Public Law 14, approved March 2, 1945) adopted 
291 river and harbor projects at an aggregate estimate of cost of 
$381,968,332, subject to the specific provision: 

“That no project herein authorized shall be appropriated for or con- 
structed until six months after the termination of the present wars in 
which the United States is engaged unless the construction of such 
project has been recommended by an authorized defense agency and 
approved by the President as being necessary or desirable in the interest 
of the national defense and security, and the President has notified the 
Congress to that effect.” 

The bill under consideration does not contain such a restrictive pro- 
vision, and the Secretary of War, in submitting the reports of the Chief 
of Engineers on the above-mentioned projects, stated that: 

“Inasmuch as the proposed work would involve the use of man- 
power, material and equipment and since the project is not essential to 
the war effort, the Department is of the opinion that, if the project is 
approved, work thereon should not be initiated until after the war.” 
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Approval of the bill under consideration would permit, upon the 
availability of funds therefor, the immediate under takin g of these two 
projects and thus place them in a status preferential to the large number 
of projects that have been authorized by the Congress during the war 
period which are not essential to the prosecution of the war. 

Moreover, it seems to me that piecemeal legislation of this nature is 
inappropriate since it does not take into account a well-considered and 
well-rounded plan for projects to be imdertaken in a definite order of 
national preference and desirability. 

I therefore find it necessary to withhold my approval of the bill. 

Hakry S. Truman 


91 Joint Report With Allied Leaders on the Potsdam 
Conference. August 2, 1945 

I. REPORT ON THE TRIPARTITE CONFERENCE OF BERLIN 

ON JULY 17, 1945, the President of the United States of America, 
Harry S. Truman, the Chairman of the Council of People’s Commis- 
sars of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Generalissimo J. V. 
Stalin, and the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston S. Churchill, 
together with Mr. Clement R. Atdee, met in the Tripartite Conference 
of Berlin. They were accompanied by the foreign secretaries of the 
three governments, Mr. James F. Byrnes, Mr. V. M. Molotov, and Mr. 
Anthony Eden, the Chiefs of Stafi, and other advisers. 

There were nine meetings between July seventeenth and July twenty- 
fifth. The conference was then interrupted for two days while the 
results of the British general election were being declared. 

On July twenty-eighth Mr. Attlee returned to the conference as 
Prime Minister, accompanied by the new Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Ernest Bevin. Four days of further discussion then took 
place. During the course of the conference there were regular meetings 
of the heads of the three governments accompanied by the foreign 
secretaries, and also of the foreign secretaries alone. Committees ap- 
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pointed by the foreign secretaries for preliminary consideration of 
questions before the conference also met daily. 

The meetings of the conference were held at the Cecilienhof near 
Potsdam. The conference ended on August 2, 1945. 

Important decisions and agreements were reached. Views were ex- 
changed on a number of other questions and consideration of these 
matters will be continued by the council of foreign ministers established 
by the conference. 

President Truman, Generalissimo Stalin and Prime Miruster Attlee 
leave this conference, which has strengthened the ties between the 
three governments and extended the scope of their collaboration and 
understanding, with renewed confidence that their governments and 
peoples, together with the other United Nations, will ensure the crea- 
tion of a just and enduring peace. 

n. ESTABLISHMENT OF A COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS 

The conference reached an agreement for the establishment of a 
Council of Foreign Ministers representing the five principal powers to 
continue the necessary preparatory work for the peace settlements and 
to take up other matters which from time to time may be referred to the 
Council by agreement of the governments participating in the Council 

The text of the agreement for the establishment of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers is as follows: 

1. There shall be established a Council composed of the foreign min- 
isters of the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
China, France and the United States. 

2. (i) The Council shall normally meet in London, which shall be 
the permanent seat of the joint secretariat which the Council will form. 
Each of the foreign ministers will be accompanied by a high-ranking 
deputy, duly authorized to carry on the work of the Council in the 
absence of his foreign minister, and by a small staflF of technical advisers. 

(ii) The first meeting of the Council shall be held in London not 
later than September i, 1945. Meetings may be held by common agree- 
ment in other capitals as may be agreed from time to time. 

3. (i) As its immediate important task, the Council shall be author- 
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ized to draw up, with a view to their submission to the United Nations, 
treaties of peace with Italy, Riunania, Bulgaria, Htmgary and Finland, 
and to propose setdements of territorial questions outstanding on the 
termination of the war in Europe. The Council shall be utilized for 
the preparation of a peace settlement for Germany to be accepted by 
the government of Germany when a goveriunent adequate for the 
purpose is established. 

(ii) For the discharge of each of these tasks the Council will be 
composed of the members representing those states which were signa- 
tory to the terms of surrender imposed upon the enemy state concerned. 
For the purpose of the peace settlement for Italy, France shall be re- 
garded as a signatory to the terms of surrender for Italy. Other mem- 
bers will be invited to participate when matters directly concerning 
them are under discussion. 

(iii) Other matters may from time to time be referred to the Council 
by agreement between the member governments. 

4. (i) Whenever the Council is considering a question of direct 
interest to a state not represented thereon, such state should be invited 
to send representatives to participate in the discussion and study of that 
question. 

(ii) The Council may adapt its procedure to the particular problem 
under consideration. In some cases it may hold its own preliminary 
discussions prior to the participation of other interested states. In other 
cases, the Council may convoke a formal conference of the state chiefly 
interested in seeking a solution of the particular problem. 

In accordance with the decision of the conference the three govern- 
ments have each addressed an identical invitation to the governments 
of China and France to adopt this text and to join in establishing the 
Council. 

The establishment of the Covmcil of Foreign Ministers for the spe- 
cific purposes named in the text will be without prejudice to the agree- 
ment of the Crimea Conference that there should be periodic consulta- 
tion among the foreign secretaries of the United States, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Kingdom. 
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The conference also considered the position of the European Advisory 
Conamission in the light of the agreement to establish the Council of 
Foreign Ministers. It was noted with satisfaction that the Commission 
had ably discharged its principal tasks by the recommendations that it 
had furnished for the terms of Germany’s imconditional surrender, for 
the zones of occupation in Germany and Austria, and for the inter- 
Alhed control machinery in those countries. It was felt that further 
work of a detailed character for the coordination of allied policy for 
the control of Germany and Austria would in future fall within the 
competence of the Allied Control Council at Berlin and the Allied Com- 
mission at Vienna. Accordingly, it was agreed to recommend that 
the European Advisory Commission be dissolved. 

HI. GERMANY 

The Allied Armies are in occupation of the whole of Germany and 
the German people have begun to atone for the terrible crimes com- 
mitted under the leadership of those whom in the hour of their success, 
they openly approved and blindly obeyed. 

Agreement has been reached at this conference on the political and 
economic principles of a coordinated Allied policy toward defeated 
Germany during the period of Allied control. 

The purpose of this agreement is to carry out the Crimea Declara- 
tion on Germany. German militarism and Nazism will be extirpated 
and the Allies will take in agreement together, now and in the future, 
the other measures necessary to assure that Germany never again will 
threaten her neighbors or the peace of the world. 

It is not the intention of the Allies to destroy or enslave the German 
people. It is the intention of the Allies that the German people be 
given the opportunity to prepare for the eventual reconstruction of 
their life on a democratic and peaceful basis. If their own efiForts are 
steadily directed to this end, it will be possible for them in due course 
to take their place among the free and peaceful peoples of the world. 

The text of the agreement is as follows : 
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The Political and Economic Principles to Govern the Treatment of 
Germany in the Initial Control Period. 

A. Political Principles. 

1. In accordance with the agreement on control machinery in Ger- 
many, supreme authority in Germany is exercised on instructions from 
their respective governments, by the Commanders-in-Chief of the armed 
forces of the United States of America, the United Kingdom, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the French Republic, each in his own 
zone of occupation, and also jointly, in matters affecting Germany as a 
whole, in their capacity as members of the Control Council. 

2. So far as is practicable, there shall be uniformity of treatment of 
the German population throughout Germany. 

3. The purposes of the occupation of Germany by which the Con- 
trol Council shall be guided are: 

(i) The complete disarmament and demilitarization of Germany 
and the elimination or control of all German industry that could be 
used for military production. To these ends : 

(a) All German land, naval and air forces, the S.S., SA., S.D., and 
Gestapo, with all their organizations, staffs and institutions, including 
the General Staff, the OfiScers’ Corps, Reserve Corps, mili tary schools, 
war veterans’ organizations and all other military and quasi-military 
organization, together with all clubs and associations which serve to 
keep alive the military tradition in Germany, shall be completely and 
finally abolished in such manner as permanently to prevent the revival 
or reorganization of German militarism and Nazism. 

(b) All arms, ammunition and implements of war and all special- 
ized facilities for their production shall be held at the disposal of the 
Allies or destroyed. The maintenance and production of all aircraft 
and all arms, ammunition and implements of war shall be prevented. 

(ii) To convince the German people that they have suffered a total 
military defeat and that they cannot escape responsibility for what they 
have brought upon themselves, since their own ruthless warfare and 
the fanatical Nazi resistance have destroyed German economy and made 
chaos and suffering inevitable. 
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(iii) To destroy the National Socialist Party and its affiliated and 
supervised organizations, to dissolve all Nazi institutions, to ensure 
that they are not revived in any form, and to prevent all Nazi and 
militarist activity or propaganda. 

(iv) To prepare for the eventual reconstruction of German political 
life on a democratic basis and for eventual peaceful cooperation in 
international life by Germany. 

4. All Nazi laws which provided the basis of the Hitler regime or 
established discrimination on grounds of race, creed, or political opinion 
shall be abolished. No such discriminations, whether legal, adminis- 
trative or otherwise, shall be tolerated. 

5. War criminals and those who have participated in planning or 
carrying out Nazi enterprises involving or resulting in atrocities or war 
crimes shall be arrested and brought to judgment. Nazi leaders, influ- 
ential Nazi supporters and high officials of Nazi organizations and 
institutions and any other persons dangerous to the occupation or its 
objectives shall be arrested and interned. 

6. All members of the Nazi party who have been more than nom- 
inal participants in its activities and all other persons hostile to allied 
purposes shall be removed from public and semipublic office, and from 
positions of responsibility in important private undertakings. Such 
persons shall be replaced by persons who, by their political and moral 
qualities, are deemed capable of assisting in developing genuine demo- 
cratic institutions in Germany. 

7. German education shall be so controlled as completely to eliminate 
Nazi and mili tarist doctrines and to make possible the successful de- 
velopment of democratic ideas. 

8. The judicial system will be reorganized in accordance with the 
principles of democracy, of justice under law, and of equal rights for 
all citizens without distinction of race, nationality or religion. 

9. The administration of affairs in Germany should be directed to- 
wards the decentralization of the political structure and the develop- 
ment of local responsibility. To this end: 

(i) Local self-government shall be restored throughout Germany 
on democratic principles and in particular through elective councils as 
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rapidly as is consistent with military security and the purposes of 
military occupation; 

(ii) All democratic political parties with rights of assembly and of 
public discussion shall be allowed and encouraged throughout 
Germany; 

(iii) Representative and elective principles shall be introduced into 
regional, provincial and state (land) administration as rapidly as may 
be justified by the successful application of these principles in local 
self-government; 

(iv) For the time being no central German government shall be 
established. Notwithstanding this, however, certain essential central 
German administrative departments, headed by state secretaries, shall 
be established, particularly in the fields of finance, transport, communi- 
cations, foreign trade and industry. Such departments will act under 
the direction of the Control Council. 

10. Subject to the necessity for maintaining military security, freedom 
of speech, press and religion shall be permitted, and religious institu- 
tions shall be respected. Subject likewise to the maintenance of mil- 
itary security, the formation of free trade unions shall be permitted. 

B. Economic Principles. 

11. In order to eliminate Germany’s war potential, the production 
of arms, ammunition and implements of war as well as all types of 
aircraft and sea-going ships shall be prohibited and prevented. Pro- 
duction of metals, chemicals, machinery and other items that are 
directly necessary to a war economy shall be rigidly controlled and 
restricted to Germany’s approved post-war peacetime needs to meet the 
objectives stated in paragraph 15. Productive capacity not needed for 
permitted production shall be removed in accordance with the repara- 
tions plan recommended by the Allied Commission on reparations and 
approved by the governments concerned or if not removed shall be 
destroyed. 

12. At the earliest practicable date, the German economy shall be 
decentralized for the purpose of eliminating the present excessive con- 
centration of economic power as exemplified in particular by cartels, 
syndicates, trusts and other monopolistic arrangements. 
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13. In organizing the German economy, primary emphasis shall be 
given to the development of agriculture and peaceful domestic 
industries. 

14. During the period of occupation Germany shall be treated as a 
single economic unit. To this end common policies shall be established 
in regard to: 

(a) Mining and industrial production and allocations; 

(b) Agriculture, forestry and fishing; 

(c) Wages, prices and rationing; 

(d) Import and export programs for Germany as a whole; 

(e) Currency and banking, central taxation and customs; 

(f ) Reparation and removal of industrial war potential ; 

(g) Transportation and communications. 

In applying these policies account shall be taken, where appropriate, 
of varying local conditions. 

15. Allied controls shall be imposed upon the German economy but 
only to the extent necessary: 

(a) To carry out programs of industrial disarmament and demili- 
tarization, of reparations, and of approved exports and imports. 

(b) To assure the production and maintenance of goods and services 
required to meet the needs of the occupying forces and displaced per- 
sons in Germany and essential to maintain in Germany average living 
standards not exceeding the average of the standards of living of Euro- 
pean countries. (European countries means all European countries 
excluding the United Kingdom and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics.) 

(c) To ensure in the manner determined by the Control Council the 
equitable distribution of essential commodities between the several 
zones so as to produce a balanced economy throughout Germany and 
reduce the need for imports. 

(d) To control German industry and all economic and financial 
international transactions, including exports and imports, with the ahn 
of preventing Germany from developing a war potential and of achiev- 
ing the other objectives named herein. 

(e) To control all German public or private scientific bodies, research 


186 



Harry S. Truman, 19^5 Aug. 2 [91] 

and experimental institutions, laboratories, et cetera, connected with 
economic activities. 

16. In the imposition and maintenance of economic controls estab- 
lished by the Control Council, German administrative machinery shall 
be created and the German authorities shall be required to the fullest 
extent practicable to proclaim and assume a dmin istration of such con- 
trols. Thus it should be brought home to the German people that the 
responsibility for the administration of such controls and any break- 
down in these controls will rest with themselves. Any German con- 
trols which may run counter to the objectives of occupation will be 
prohibited. 

17. Measures shall be promptly taken: 

(a) To effect essential repair of transport; 

(b) To enlarge coal production; 

(c) To maximize agricultural output; and 

(d) To effect emergency repair of housing and essential utilities. 

18. Appropriate steps shall be taken by the Control Council to exer- 
cise control and the power of disposition over German-owned external 
assets not already imder the control of United Nations which have 
taken part in the war against Germany. 

19. Payment of reparations should leave enough resources to enable 
the German people to subsist without external assistance. In working 
out the economic balance of Germany the necessary means must be 
provided to pay for imports approved by the Control Coimcil in Ger- 
many. The proceeds of exports from current production and stocks 
shall be available in the first place for payment for such imports. 

The above clause will not apply to the equipment and products re- 
ferred to in paragraphs 4(A) and 4(B) of the Reparations Agreement. 

IV. REPARATIONS EROM GERMANY 

In accordance with the Crimea decision that Germany be compelled 
to compensate to the greatest possible extent for the loss and suffering 
that she has caused to the United Nations and for which the German 
people cannot escape responsibility, the following agreement on rep- 
arations was reached: 
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1. Reparation claims of the U.S.S.R. shall be met by removals from 
the zone of Germany occupied by the U.S.S.R. and from appropriate 
German external assets. 

2. The U.S.S.R. undertakes to settle the reparation claims of Poland 
from its own share of reparations. 

3. The reparation claims of the United States, the United ELingdom 
and other countries entitled to reparations shall be met from the western 
zones and from appropriate German external assets. 

4. In addition to the reparations to be taken by the U.S.S.R. from its 
own zone of occupation, the U.S.S.R. shall receive additionally from 
the western zones: 

(A) 15 percent of such usable and complete industrial capital equip- 
ment, in the first place from the metallurgical, chemical and machine 
manufacturing industries, as is unnecessary for the German peace econ- 
omy and should be removed from the western zones of Germany, in ex- 
change for an equivalent value of food, coal, potash, zinc, timber, clay 
products, petroleum products, and such other commodities as may be 
agreed upon. 

(B) 10 percent of such industrial capital equipment as is tmneces- 
sary for the German peace economy and should be removed from the 
western zones, to be transferred to the Soviet Government on repara- 
tions account without payment or exchange of any kind in return. 

Removals of equipment as provided in (A) and (B) above shall be 
made simultaneously. 

5. The amount of equipment to be removed from the western zones 
on account of reparations must be determined within six months from 
now at the latest. 

6. Removals of industrial capital equipment shall begin as soon as 
possible and shall be completed within two years from the determina- 
tion specified in paragraph 5. The delivery of products covered by 
4(A) above shall begin as soon as possible and shall be made by the 
U.S.S.R. in agreed installments within five years of the date hereof. 
The determination of the amoimt and character of the industrial capital 
equipment unnecessary for the German peace economy and therefore 
available for reparations shall be made by the control council under 
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policies fixed by the Allied Commission on Reparations, with the par- 
ticipation of France, subject to the final approval of the zone commander 
in the zone from which the equipment is to be removed. 

7. Prior to the fixing of the total amount of equipment subject to 
removal, advance deliveries shall be made in respect of such equipment 
as will be determined to be eligible for delivery in accordance with the 
procedure set forth in the last sentence of paragraph 6. 

8. The Soviet Government renounces all claims in respect of repara- 
tions to shares of German enterprises which are located in the western 
zones of occupation in Germany as well as to German foreign assets in 
all cotmtries except those specified in paragraph 9 below. 

9. The Govermnents of the United ICingdom and the United States 
of America renounce their claims in respect of reparations to shares of 
German enterprises which are located in the eastern zone of occupation 
in Germany, as well as to German foreign assets in Bulgaria, Finland, 
Hungary, Rumania and Eastern Austria. 

10. The Soviet Government makes no claims to gold captured by 
the Allied troops in Germany. 

V. DISPOSAL OF THE GERMAN NAVY AND MERCHANT MARINE 

The conference agreed in principle upon arrangements for the use 
and disposal of the surrendered German fleet and merchant ships. It 
was decided that the three governments would appoint experts to work 
out together detailed plans to give effect to the agreed principles. A 
further joint statement will be published simultaneously by the three 
governments in due course. 

VI. CITY OF KOENIGSBERG AND THE ADJACENT AREA 

The conference examined a proposal by the Soviet Government that 
pending the final determination of territorial questions at the peace 
settlement the section of the western frontier of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics which is adjacent to the Baltic Sea should pass from 
a point on the eastern shore of the Bay of Danzig to the east, north of 
Braunsberg-Goldap, to the meeting point of the frontiers of Lithuania, 
the Polish Republic and East Prussia. 
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The conference has agreed in principle to the proposal of the Soviet 
Government concerning the ultimate transfer to the Soviet Union of 
the City of Koenigsberg and the area adjacent to it as described above 
subject to expert examination of the actual frontier. 

The President of the United States and the British Prime Minister 
have declared that they will support the proposal of the conference at 
the forthcoming peace settlement. 

VII. WAR CRIMINALS 

The three governments have taken note of the discussions which have 
been proceeding in recent weeks in London between British, United 
States, Soviet and French representatives with a view to reaching agree- 
ment on the methods of trial of those major war criminals whose 
crimes under the Moscow Declaration of October 1943 have no partic- 
ular geographical localization. The three governments reaffirm their 
intention to bring those criminals to swift and sure justice. They hope 
that the negotiations in London will result in speedy agreement being 
reached for this purpose, and they regard it as a matter of great im- 
portance that the trial of those major criminals should begin at the 
earliest possible date. The first list of defendants will be published 
before September first. 

VIII. AUSTRIA 

The conference examined a proposal by the Soviet Government on 
the extension of the authority of the Austrian Provisional Government 
to all of Austria. 

The three governments agreed that they were prepared to examine 
this question after the entry of the British and American forces into 
the City of Vienna. 

IX. POLAND 

The conference considered questions relating to the Polish Provi- 
sional Government and the western boimdary of Poland. 

On the Polish Provisional Government of National Unity they de- 
fined their attitude in the following statement: 

A — ^We have taken note with pleasure of the agreement reached 
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among representative Poles from Poland and abroad which has made 
possible the formadon, in accordance with the decisions reached at the 
Crimea Conference of a Polish Provisional Government of National 
Unity recognized by the three powers. The establishment by the Brit- 
ish and United States Governments of diplomatic relations with the 
Polish Provisional Government has resulted in the withdrawal of their 
recognition from the former Polish Govermnent in London, which no 
longer exists. 

The British and United States Governments have taken measures 
to protect the interest of the Polish Provisional Government as the rec- 
ognized government of the Polish States in the property belonging to 
the Polish State located in their territories and under their control, 
whatever the form of this property may be. They have further taken 
measures to prevent alienation to third parties of such property. All 
proper facilities will be given to the Polish Provisional Government for 
the exercise of the ordinary legal remedies for the recovery of any prop- 
erty belonging to the Polish State which may have been wrongfully 
alienated. 

The three powers are anxious to assist the Polish Provisional Govern- 
ment in facilitating the return to Poland as soon as practicable of all 
Poles abroad who wish to go, including members of the Polish armed 
forces and the Merchant Marine. They expect that those Poles who 
return home shall be accorded personal and property rights on the 
same basis as all Polish citizens. 

The three powers note that the Polish Provisional Government in 
accordance with the decisions of the Crimea Conference has agreed to 
the holding of free and unfettered elections as soon as possible on the 
basis of universal suflFrage and secret ballot in which all democratic 
and anti-Nazi parties shall have the right to take part and to put for- 
ward candidates, and that representatives of the Allied press shall 
enjoy full freedom to report to the world upon developments in Poland 
before and during the elections. 

B— The following agreement was reached on the western frontier 
of Poland: 

In conformity with the agreement on Poland reached at the Crimea 
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Conference the three heads of government have sought the opinion of 
the Polish Provisional Government of National Unity in regard to the 
accession of territory in the north and west which Poland should receive. 
The President of the National Coimcil of Poland and members of the 
Polish Provisional Government of National Unity have been received 
at the conference and have fully presented their views. The three 
heads of government reafl&rm their opinion that the final delimitation 
of the western frontier of Poland should await the peace settlement. 

The three heads of government agree that, pending the final deter- 
mination of Poland’s western frontier, the former German territories 
east of a line running from the Baltic Sea immediately west of Swine- 
munde, and thence along the Oder River to the confluence of the west- 
ern Neisse River and along the western Neisse to the Czechoslovak 
frontier, including that portion of East Prussia not placed under the 
administration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in accordance 
with the understanding reached at this conference and including the 
area of the former free City of Danzig, shall be under the administra- 
tion of the Polish State and for such purposes should not be considered 
as part of the Soviet zone of occupation in Germany. 

X. CONCLUSION OF PEACE TREATIES AND ADMISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

ORGANIZATION 

The conference agreed upon the following statement of common 
policy for establishing, as soon as possible, the conditions of lasting peace 
after victory in Europe: 

The three governments consider it desirable that the present anoma- 
lous position of Italy, Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary and Rumania should 
be terminated by the conclusion of peace treaties. They trust that the 
other interested Allied governments will share these views. 

For their part the three governments have included the preparation 
of a peace treaty for Italy as the first among the immediate important 
tasks to be undertaken by the new Council of Foreign Ministers. Italy 
was the first of the Axis powers to break with Germany, to whose de- 
feat she has made a material contribution, and has now joined with 
the Allies in the struggle against Japan. Italy has freed herself from 
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the Fascist regime and is making good progress towards the reestablish- 
ment of a democratic government and institutions. The conclusion of 
such a peace treaty with a recognized and democratic Italian govern- 
ment will make it possible for the three governments to f ulfill their 
desire to support an application from Italy for membership of the 
United Nations. 

The three governments have also charged the Council of Foreign 
Ministers with the task of preparing peace treaties for Bulgaria, Fin- 
land, Hungary and Rumania. The conclusion of peace treaties with 
recognized democratic governments in these states will also enable the 
three governments to support applications from them for membership 
of the United Nations. The three governments agree to examine each 
separately in the near future, in the light of the conditions then pre- 
vailing, the establishment of diplomatic relations with Finland, Ru- 
mania, Bulgaria, and Hungary to the extent possible prior to the 
conclusion of peace treaties with those countries. 

The three governments have no doubt that in view of the changed 
conditions resulting from the termination of the war in Europe, repre- 
sentatives of the Allied press will enjoy full freedom to report to the 
world upon developments in Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland. 

As regards the admission of other states into the United Nations Or- 
ganization, Article 4 of the Charter of the United Nations declares 
that: 

“i. Membership in the United Nations is open to all other peace- 
loving states who accept the obligations contained in the present Charter 
and, in the judgment of the Organization, are able and willing to carry 
out these obligations; 

“2. The admission of any such state to membership in the United 
Nations will be effected by a decision of the General Assembly upon 
the recommendation of the Security Council.” 

The three governments, so far as they are concerned, will support 
appl ic atio n s for membership from those states which have remained 
neutral during the war and which fulfill the qualifications set out above. 

The three governments feel bound however to make it clear that 
they for their part would not favor any application for membership 
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put forward by the present Spanish Government, which, having been 
founded with the support of the Axis powers, does not, in view of its 
origins, its nature, its record and its close association with the aggressor 
states, possess the qualifications necessary to justify such membership. 

XI. TEKRITORIAL TRUSTEESHIPS 

The conference examined a proposal by the Soviet Government con- 
cerning trusteeship territories as defined in the decision of the Crimea 
Conference and in the Charter of the United Nations Organization. 

After an exchange of views on this question it was decided that the 
disposition of any former Italian territories was one to be decided in 
connection with the preparation of a peace treaty for Italy and that 
the question of Italian territory would be considered by the September 
Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs. 

xn. REVISED ALLIED CONTROL COMMISSION PROCEDURE IN RUMANIA, 
BULGARIA, AND HUNGARY 

The three governments took note that the Soviet representatives on 
the Allied Control Commissions in Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary, 
have communicated to their United Kingdom and United States col- 
leagues proposals for improving the work of the Control Commission, 
now that hostilities in Europe have ceased. 

The three governments agreed that the revision of the procedures of 
the Allied Control Commissions in these countries would now be under- 
taken, taking into account the interests and responsibilities of the three 
governments which together presented the terms of armistice to the 
respective countries, and accepting as a basis the agreed proposals. 

XIII. ORDERLY TRANSFERS OF GERMAN POPULATIONS 

The conference reached the following agreement on the removal of 
Germans from Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary: 

The three governments having considered the question in all its 
aspects, recognize that the transfer to Germany of German populations, 
or elements thereof, remaining in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hun- 
gary, win have to be undertaken. They agree that any transfers that 
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take place should be effected in an orderly and humane manner. 

Since the influx of a large number of Germans into Germany would 
increase the burden already resting on the occupying authorities, they 
consider that the Allied Control Council in Germany should in the first 
instance examine the problem with special regard to the question of the 
equitable distribution of these Germans among the several zones of 
occupation. They are accordingly instructing their respective repre- 
sentatives on the Control Council to report to their governments as soon 
as possible the extent to which such persons have already entered Ger- 
many from Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and to submit an 
estimate of the time and rate at which further transfers could be carried 
out, having regard to the present situation in Germany. 

The Czechoslovak Government, the Polish Provisional Government 
and the Control Council in Hungary are at the same time being in- 
formed of the above, and are being requested meanwhile to suspend 
further expiilsions pendmg the examination by the governments con- 
cerned of the report from their representatives on the Control Council. 


XIV. MILITARy TALKS 


During the conference there were meetings between the Chiefs of 
Staff of the three governments on military matters of common interest. 
Approved: 


note: The Potsdam conference ad- 
journed at 12:30 a.m. on August 2. 
Shordy thereafter the President left for 
the airport in Gatow from which he 
flew to England. After a luncheon with 
King George VI aboard the H.M.S. 
Renown in Plymouth Harbor, he em- 
barked for Newport News on the 
U.S.S. Augusta in the afternoon of Au- 
gust 2. He reached Washington on 
August 7. 


J. V. Stalin 
Harry S. Truman 
C. R. Attlee 

The foregoing report, signed at Pots- 
dam, was released simultaneously in 
Washington, London, and Moscow at 
5:30 p.m. Washington time. A list of 
the delegations of the participating 
countries, made public by the White 
House with the report^ is published in 
the Department of State Bulletin (vol. 
13, p. 160). 
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92 Veto of Bill Coaveying Certain Property to Norwich 
University. August 4, 1945 

[ Released August 4, 1945. Dated July 31, 1945 ] 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 3549, “To provide for 
the conveyance of certain Weather Bureau property to Norwich Uni- 
versity, Northfield, Vermont.” 

The bill authorizes the return to Norwich University, Northfield, 
Vermont, of land which the University heretofore conveyed to the 
United States for a nominal consideration, and provides for the dona- 
tion to the University of a two-story building and the weather station 
equipment therein, which the Govermnent erected on such land at a 
cost of approximately $13,000, and which is now surplus to the needs 
of the Department of Commerce after many years use as a Weather 
Bureau station. 

By the adoption of the Surplus Property Act of 1944, the Federal 
Government provided, within the frame-work of a single enactment, 
for a coordinated system of disposal of its surplus properties under 
uniform policies and procedures. If the Government is to succeed in its 
efforts to maintain a fair and impartial program for the disposal of its 
surpluses in the days ahead, I think it is important that the operating 
principles and standards of action governing such disposals should be 
kept confined within a single instrument. If we should discover from 
experience with the statute that its present policies are too narrow or 
inadequate, any changes found desirable should be accomplished by 
amendment of the act itself, so that all properties similarly situated or 
in particular categories may be disposed of under general prescriptions 
of the law. Individual enactments to provide relief in specific situa- 
tions, or to govern special cases, which in effect arc exceptions or amend- 
ments to the present law, it seems to me should be discouraged as 
detrimental to a sound public policy in a Government program of this 
character. 

For these reasons, I fed obliged to not lend my approval to this 
measure. 
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93 Statement by the President Announcing the Use of the 
A-Bomb at Hiroshima. August 6, 1945 

SIXTEEN HOURS AGO an American airplane dropped one bomb on 
Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army base. That bomb had more 
power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It had more than two thousand 
times the blast power of the British “Grand Slam” which is the largest 
bomb ever yet used in the history of warfare. 

The Japanese began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor. They 
have been repaid many fold. And the end is not yet. With this bomb 
we have now added a new and revolutionary increase in destruction 
to supplement the growing power of our armed forces. In their pres- 
ent form these bombs are now in production and even more powerful 
forms are in development. 

It is an atomic bomb. It is a harnessing of the basic power of the 
universe. The force from which the sun draws its power has been 
loosed against those who brought war to the Far East. 

Before 1939, it was the accepted belief of scientists that it was the- 
oretically possible to release atomic energy. But no one knew any 
practical method of doing it. By 1942, however, we knew that the 
Germans were working feverishly to find a way to add atomic energy 
to the other engines of war with which they hoped to enslave the world. 
But they failed. We may be grateful to Providence that the Germans 
got the V-i’s and V-2’s late and in limited quantities and even more 
grateful that they did not get the atomic bomb at all. 

The batde of the laboratories held fateful risks for us as well as the 
batdes of the air, land and sea, and we have now won the battle of the 
laboratories as we have won the other batdes. 

Be ginning in 1940, before Pearl Harbor, scientific knowledge useful 
in war was pooled between the United States and Great Britain, and 
many priceless helps to our victories have come from that arrangement. 
Under that general policy the research on the atomic bomb was begun. 
With American and British scientists working together we entered the 
race of discovery against the Germans. 

The United States had available the large number of scientists of 
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distinction in the many needed areas of knowledge. It had the tremen- 
dous industrial and financial resources necessary for the project and 
they could be devoted to it without undue impairment of other vital 
war work. In the United States the laboratory work and the produc- 
tion plants, on which a substantial start had already been made, would 
be out of reach of enemy bombing, while at that time Britain was ex- 
posed to constant air attack and was still threatened with the possibility 
of invasion. For these reasons Prime Minister Churchill and President 
Roosevelt agreed that it was wise to carry on the project here. We now 
have two great plants and many lesser works devoted to the production 
of atomic power. Employment during peak construction numbered 
125,000 and over 65,000 individuals are even now engaged in operating 
the plants. Many have worked there for two and a half years. Few 
know what they have been producing. They see great quantities of 
material going in and they see nothing coming out of these plants, for 
the physical size of the explosive charge is exceedingly small. We have 
spent two billion dollars on the greatest scientific gamble in history— 
and won. 

But the greatest marvel is not the size of the enterprise, its secrecy, 
nor its cost, but the achievement of scientific brains in putting together 
infinitely complex pieces of knowledge held by many men in different 
fields of science into a workable plan. And hardly less marvelous has 
been the capacity of industry to design, and of labor to operate, the 
machines and methods to do things never done before so that the brain 
child of many minds came forth in physical shape and performed as it 
was supposed to do. Both science and industry worked under the 
direction of the United States Army, which achieved a unique success in 
managing so diverse a problem in the advancement of knowledge in an 
amazingly short time. It is doubtful if such another combination could 
be got together in the world. What has been done is the greatest 
achievement of organized science in history. It was done under high 
pressure and without failure. 

We are now prepared to obliterate more rapidly and completely 
every productive enterprise the Japanese have above ground in any 
city. We shall destroy their docks, their factories, and their com- 
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munications. Let there be no mistake; we shall completely destroy 
Japan’s power to make war. 

It was to spare the Japanese people from utter destruction that the 
ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam. Their leaders promptly 
rejected that ultimatum. If they do not now accept our terms they 
may expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like of which has never 
been seen on this earth. Behind this air attack will follow sea and 
land forces in such numbers and power as they have not yet seen and 
with the fighting skill of which they are already well aware. 

The Secretary of War, who has kept in personal touch with all phases 
of the project, will immediately make public a statement giving further 
details. 

His statement will give facts concerning the sites at Oak Ridge near 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and at Richland near Pasco, Washington, and an 
installation near Santa Fe, New Mexico. Although the workers at 
the sites have been making materials to be used in producing the great- 
est destructive force in history they have not themselves been in danger 
beyond that of many other occupations, for the utmost care has been 
taken of their safety. 

The fact that we can release atomic energy ushers in a new era in 
man’s imderstanding of nature’s forces. Atomic energy may in the 
future supplement the power that now comes from coal, oU, and falling 
water, but at present it cannot be produced on a basis to compete with 
them commercially. Before that comes there must be a long period 
of intensive research. 

It has never been the habit of the scientists of this country or the 
policy of this Government to withhold from the world scientific knowl- 
edge. Normally, therefore, everything about the work with atomic 
energy would be made public. 

But under present circumstances it is not intended to divulge the 
technical processes of production or all the military applications, pend- 
ing further examina tion of possible methods of protecting us and the 
rest of the world from the danger of sudden destruction. 

I shall recommend that the Congress of the United States consider 
promptly the establishment of an appropriate commission to control the 
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production and use of atomic power within the United States. I shall 
give further consideration and make further recommendations to the 
Congress as to how atomic power can become a powerful and forceful 
influence towards the maintenance of world peace. 


note: This statement was released in 
Washington. It was drafted before the 
President left Germany, and Secretary 
of War Stimson was authorized to re- 
lease it when the bomb was delivered. 
On August 6, while returning from the 


Potsdam Conference aboard the U.S.S. 
Augusta, the President was handed a 
message from Secretary Stimson in- 
forming him that the bomb had been 
dropped at 7:15 p.m. on August 5. 


94 The President’s News Conference of 
August 8, 1945 


THE PRESIDENT. I havc Only a simple annoimcement to make. I can’t 
hold a regular press conference today; but this announcement is so im- 
portant I thought I would call you in. 

Russia has declared war on fapanl That is all! 

[Much applause and laughter, as the reporters raced out\ 


note: President Truman’s seventeenth 
news conference was held in his ofSce 
at the White House at 3 pjn. on 
Wednesday, August 8, 1945. The 


White House OfScial Reporter noted 
that Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy 
and Secretary of State James F. Byrnes 
were special guests at this conference. 


95 Letter to the Chairman, War Production Board, on 
Measures To Speed Reconversion. August 9, 1945 
Dear Chairman Krug: 

I have consulted with the Director of War Mobilization and Recon- 
version regarding steps to be taken by this Government to speed 
reconversion. 

Every opportunity must be given to private business to exercise its 
ingenuity and forcefulness in speeding the resumption of civilian pro- 
duction, subject to war needs. The Government has a major respon- 
sibility to assist in the achievement of an orderly transition from war 
production to civilian production. This is essential to the war pro- 
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duction that continues and to the development of a healthy national 
economy. 

You and I have agreed that the War Production Board can and 
should play an important role in reconversion. In order to help indus- 
try to obtain unprecedented civilian production it is necessary, as you 
have suggested, for the War Production Board to continue, for the 
present, some of the effective measures it adopted to achieve our un- 
precedented war production. These controls, however, should be lifted 
as soon as they are no longer needed. 

Accordingly, I request you to continue the following program which 
you have been carrying out: 

1. A vigorous drive to expand production of materials which are in 
short supply, not only because of military demands, but to meet civilian 
demands as well. 

2. Limitation upon the manufacture of products for which materials 
can not yet be made available, so as to avoid excessive pressure on supply 
which would threaten our stabilization program. 

3. A broad and efFecdve control of inventories so as to avoid specula- 
tive hoarding and an unbalanced distribution which would curtail 
total production and endanger our stabilization program. 

4. Granting priority assistance to break bottlenecks which may im- 
pede the reconversion process. 

5. Allocation of scarce materials necessary for the production of low- 
priced items essential to the continued success of the stabilization 
program. 

In carrying out this request, I know that you will give due regard 
to the demobilization and reconversion policies established by the 
Congress, as set forth in Sections 203 and 204 of the War Mobilization 
and Reconversion Act of 1944, and act under the guidance and direc- 
tion of the Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion. 

I am appreciative of the tremendous accomplishment of the War 
Production Board under your direction and that of your predecessors. 
I am equally confident of the great contribution which you and your 
Agency can make to the transition from our fully mobilized war 
economy to a sound and fully employed peacetime economy. 


201 



[95] Aug. 9 Public Papers of the Presidents 

To carry out these responsibilities I hope that all the oflEcials and staff 
of your Board whose services are needed will stay on the job. Their 
work is not yet done. The people of the United States expect them to 
be good soldiers and remain in service until the need has passed. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hajrry S. Truman 

[Honorable J. A. Krug, Chairman, War Production Board] 


96 Letter to Edward R. Stettinius Appointing Him U.S. 
Representative on the Preparatory Commission of the 
United Nations. August 9, 1945 


My dear Ed: 

I take pleasure in appointing you as the United States Representative 
on the Preparatory Commission of the United Nations established by 
agreement signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945. In carrying out 
this responsibility you will have the personal rank of Ambassador. 

With all best wishes for your success in this vitally important under- 
taking. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


[The Honorable Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., Personal Representative of the Presi- 
dent, The White House] 


note: The agreement establishing the 
Preparatory Commission of the United 
Nations is published in the Statutes at 
Large (59 Stat. 1411). 

The White House release of the letter 
stated that it was not expected that Mr. 


Stettinius would attend the initial rou- 
tine meetings of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Commission, called for 
August 16, but that the United States 
would be represented by an ofiScer of 
the State Department. 
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97 Radio Report to the American People on the Potsdam 
Conference. August 9, 1945 

[ Delivered from the White House at 10 pun. ] 

My fellow Americans: 

I have just returned from Berlin, the dty from which the Germans 
intended to rule the world. It is a ghost city. The buildings are in 
ruins, its economy and its people are in ruins. 

Our party also visited what is left of Frankfurt and Darmstadt. We 
flew over the remains of Kassel, Magdeburg, and other devastated 
cities. German women and children and old men were wandering 
over the highways, returning to bombed-out homes or leaving bombed- 
out cities, searching for food and shelter. 

War has indeed come home to Germany and to the German people. 
It has come home in all the frightfulness with which the German lead- 
ers started and waged it. 

The German people are beginning to atone for the crimes of the 
gangsters whom they placed in power and whom they wholeheartedly 
approved and obediently followed. 

We also saw some of the terrific destruction which the war had 
brought to the occupied countries of Western Europe and to England. 

How glad I am to be home again! And how grateful to Almighty 
God that this land of ours has been spared ! 

We must do all we can to spare her from the ravages of any future 
breach of the peace. That is why, though the United States wants no 
territory or profit or selfish advantage out of this war, we are going 
to maintain the military bases necessary for the complete protection of 
our interests and of world peace. Bases which our military experts deem 
to be essential for our protection, and which are not now in our posses- 
sion, we will acquire. We will acquire them by arrangements con- 
sistent with the United Nations Charter. 

No one can foresee what another war would mean to our own cities 
and our own people. What we are doing to Japan now — even with the 
new atomic bomb — ^is only a small fraction of what wotdd happen to 
the world in a third World War. 
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That is why the United Nations are determined that there shall be 
no next war. 

That is why the United Nations are determined to remain united 
and strong. We can never permit any aggressor in the future to be 
clever enough to divide us or strong enough to defeat us. 

That was the guiding spirit in the conference at San Francisco. 

That was the guiding spirit in the conference of Berlin. 

That will be the guiding spirit in the peace settlements to come. 

In the conference of Berlin, it was easy for me to get along in mutual 
understanding and friendship with Generalissimo Stalin, with Prime 
Minister Churchill, and later with Prime Minister Attlee. 

Strong foundations of good will and cooperation had been laid by 
President Roosevelt. And it was clear that those foundations rested 
upon much more than the personal friendships of three individuals. 
There was a fundamental accord and agreement upon the objectives 
ahead of us. 

Two of the three conferees of Teheran and Yalta were missing by 
the end of this conference. Each of them was sorely missed. Each 
had done his work toward winning this war. Each had made a great 
contribution toward establishing and maintaining a lasting world peace. 
Each of them seems to have been ordained to lead his country in its 
hour of greatest need. And so thoroughly had they done their jobs 
that we were able to carry on and to reach many agreements essential 
to the future peace and security of the world. 

The results of the Berlin conference have been published. There 
were no secret agreements or commitments — apart from current 
military arrangements. 

And it was made perfectly plain to my colleagues at the conference 
that, under our Constitution, the President has no power to make any 
treaties without ratification by the Senate of the United States. 

I want to express my thanks for the racellent services which were 
rendered at this conference by Secretary of State Byrnes, and which 
were highly c omm ended by the leaders of the other two powers. I 
am thankful also to the other members of the American delegation — 
Admiral Leahy and Ambassadors Harriman, Davies, and Pauley— and 


204 



Harry S. Truman, 19^5 Aug. 9 [97] 

to the entire American staff. Without their hard work and sound 
advice the conference would have been unable to accomplish as much 
as it did. 

The conference was concerned with many political and economic 
questions. But there was one strictly military matter uppermost in the 
minds of the American delegates. It was the winning of the war against 
Japan. On our program, that was the most important item. 

The military arrangements made at Berlin were of course secret 
One of those secrets was revealed yesterday, when the Soviet Union 
declared war on Japan. 

The Soviet Union, before she had been informed of our new weapon, 
agreed to enter the war in the Pacific. We gladly welcome into this 
struggle against the last of the Axis aggressors our gallant and vic- 
torious ally against the Nazis. 

The Japs will soon learn some more of the other military secrets 
agreed upon at Berlin. They will learn them firsthand— and they will 
not like them. 

Before we met at Berlin, the United States Government had sent to 
the Soviet and British Governments our ideas of what should be taken 
up at the conference. At the first meeting our delegation submitted 
these proposals for discussion. Subjects were added by the Soviet and 
British Governments, but in the main the conference was occupied with 
the American proposals. 

Our first nonmilitary agreement in Berlin was the establishment of 
the Council of Foreign Ministers. 

The Council is going to be the continuous meeting groimd of the 
five principal governments, on which to reach common understanding 
regarding the peace settlements. This does not mean that the five 
governments are going to try to dictate to, or dominate, other nations. 
It will be their duty to apply, so far as possible, the fundamental prin- 
ciples of justice xmderlying the Charter adopted at San Francisco. 

Just as the meeting at Dumbarton Oaks drew up the proposals to be 
placed before the conference at San Francisco, so this Council of For- 
eign Ministers will lay the groundwork for future peace setdements. 
This preparation by the Council will make possible speedier, more 
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orderly, more eflSdent, and more cooperative peace settlements than 
could otherwise be obtained. 

One o£ the first tasks of the Council of Foreign Ministers is to draft 
proposed treaties of peace with former enemy countries — ^Italy, Ru- 
mania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Finland. 

These treaties, of course, will have to be passed upon by all the na- 
tions concerned. In our own country the Senate will have to ratify 
them. But we shall begin at once the necessary preparatory work. 
Adequate study now may avoid the planting of the seeds of future 
wars. 

I am sure that the American people wiU agree with me that this 
Council of Foreign Ministers will be effective in hastening the day of 
peace and reconstruction. 

We are anxious to settle the future of Italy first among the former 
enemy countries. Italy was the first to break away from the Axis. 
She helped materially in the final defeat of Germany. She has now 
joined us in the war against Japan. She is making real progress toward 
democracy. 

A peace treaty with a democratic Italian government will make it 
possible for us to receive Italy as a member of the United Nations. 

The Council of Foreign Ministers will also have to start the prepara- 
tory work for a German peace settlement. But its final acceptance vdll 
have to wait until Germany has developed a government with which a 
peace treaty can be made. In the meantime, the conference of Berlin 
laid down the specific political and economic principles imder which 
Germany will be governed by the occupying powers. 

Those principles have been published. I hope that all of you will 
read them.’' 

They seek to rid Germany of the forces which have made her so 
long feared and hated, and which have now brought her to complete 
disaster. They are intended to eliminate Nazism, armaments, war 
industries, the German General Staff and all its military tradition. 
They seek to rebuild democracy by control of German education, by 
reorganizing local government and the judiciary, by encouraging free 

^ See Item 91. 
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speech, free press, freedom of religion, and the right of labor to 
organize. 

German industry is to be decentralized in order to do away with 
concentration of economic power in cartels and monopolies. Chief 
emphasis is to be on agriculture and peaceful industry. German eco- 
nomic power to make war is to be eliminated. The Germans are not 
to have a higher standard of hving than their former victims, the people 
of the defeated and occupied countries of Europe. 

We are going to do what we can to make Germany over into a decent 
mtion, so that it may evenmally work its way from the economic 
chaos it has brought upon itself, back into a place in the civilized world. 

The economic action taken against Germany at the Berlin confer- 
ence included another most important item-reparations. 

We do not intend again to make the mistake of exacting reparations 
in money and then lending Germany the money with which to pay. 
Reparations this time are to be paid in physical assets from those 
resources of Germany which are not required for her peacetime 
subsistence. 

The first purpose of reparations is to take out of Germany every- 
thing with whidi she can prepare for another war. Its second purpose 
is to help the devastated countries to bring about their own recovery 
by means of the equipment and material taken from Germany. 

At the Crimea conference a basis for fixing reparations had been pro- 
posed for initial discussion and study by the Reparations Comnaission. 
That basis was a total amount of reparations of twenty billions of 
dollars. Of this sxim, one half was to go to Russia, which had suf- 
fered more heavily in the loss of life and property than any other 
country. 

But at Berlin the idea of attempting to fix a dollar value on the prop- 
erty to be removed from Germany was dropped. To fix a dollar value 
on the share of each nation would be a sort of guarantee of the amount 
each nation would get— a guarantee which might not be fulfilled. 

Therefore, it was decided to divide the property by percentages of 
the total amount available. We still generally agreed that Russia 
should get approximately half of the total for herself and Poland, and 
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that the remainder should be divided among all the other nations 
entitled to reparations. 

Under our agreement at Berlin, the reparations claims of the Soviet 
Union and Poland are to be met from the property located in the zone 
of Germany occupied by the Soviet Union, and from the German 
assets in Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary, Rumania and East Austria. The 
reparations claims of all the other countries are to be met from property 
located in the western zones of occupation in Germany, and from the 
German assets in all other coimtries. The Soviet waives all claim to 
gold captured by the Allied troops in Germany. 

This formula of taking reparations by zones will lead to less friction 
among the Allies than the tentative basis originally proposed for study 
at Yalta. 

The dif&culty with this formula, however, is that the industrial 
capital equipment not necessary for German peace economy is not 
evenly divided among the zones of occupation. The western zones 
have a much higher percentage than the eastern zone, which is mostly 
devoted to agriculture and to the production of raw materials. In 
order to equalize the distribution and to give Russia and Poland their 
fair share of approximately 50 percent, it was decided that they should 
receive, 'without any reimbursement, 10 percent of the capital equipment 
in the western zones available for reparations. 

As you will note from the communique, a further 15 percent of the 
capital equipment in the western zones not necessary for Germany’s 
peace economy is also to be turned over to Russia and Poland. But 
this is not free. For this property, Poland and Russia will give to the 
western zones an equal amount in value in food, coal, and other raw 
materials. This 15 percent, therefore, is not additional reparations for 
Russia and Poland. It is a means of maintaining a balanced economy 
in Germany and providing the usual exchange of goods between the 
eastern part and the western part. 

It was agreed at Berlin that the payment of reparations, from what- 
ever zones taken, should always leave enough resources to enable the 
German people to subsist without sustained support from other nations. 

The question of Poland was a most difficult one. Certain compro- 
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raises about Poland had already been agreed upon at the Crimea con- 
ference. They obviously were binding upon us at Berlin. 

By the time of the Berlin conference, the Polish Provisional Govern- 
ment of National Unity had already been formed; and it had been 
recognized by all of us. The new Polish Government had agreed to 
hold free and unfettered elections as soon as possible, on the basis of uni- 
versal suffrage and the secret ballot. 

In acceptance — ^in accordance vpith the Crimea agreement, we did 
seek the opinion of the Polish Provisional Government of National 
Unity with respect to its western and northern boundaries. 

They agreed, as did we all, that the final determination of the borders 
could not be accomplished at Berlin, but must await the peace settle- 
ment. However, a considerable portion of what was the Russian zone 
of occupation in Germany was turned over to Poland at the Berlin 
conference for administrative purposes until the final determination 
of the peace setdement. 

Nearly every international agreement has in it the element of com- 
promise. The agreement on Poland is no exception. No one nation 
can expert to get everything that it wants. It is a question of give and 
take — of being willing to meet your neighbor half-way. 

In this instance, there is much to justify the action taken. The agree- 
ment on some line — even provisionally — ^was necessary to enable the 
new Poland to organize itself, and to permit the speedier withdrawal 
of the armed forces which had liberated her from the Germans. In 
the area east of the Cxirzon line there are over 3,000,000 Poles who are 
to be returned to Poland. They need room, room to settle. The new 
area in the West was formerly populated by Germans. But most of 
them have already left in the face of the invading Soviet Army. We 
were informed that there were only about a million and a half left. 

The territory the Poles are to administer will enable Poland better 
to support its population. It will provide a short and more easily de- 
fensible frontier between Poland and Germany. Settled by Poles, it 
will provide a more homogeneous nation. 

The Three Powers also agreed to help bring about the earliest possible 
return to Poland of all Poles who wish to return, including soldiers. 
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with the assurance that they would have all the rights of other Polish 
citizens. 

The action taken at Berlin will help carry out the basic policy of the 
United Nations toward Poland — ^to create a strong, independent, and 
prosperous nation with a government to be selected by the people 
themselves. 

It was agreed to recommend that in the peace settlement a portion 
of East Prussia should be turned over to Russia. That, too, was agreed 
upon at Yalta. It will provide the Soviet Union, which did so much to 
bring about victory in Europe, with an ice-free port at the expense of 
Germany. 

At Yalta it was agreed, you will recall, that the three governments 
would assume a common responsibility in helping to reestablish in 
the liberated and satellite nations of Europe governments broadly repre- 
sentative of democratic elements in the population. That responsibility 
still stands. We all recognize it as a joint responsibility of the three 
governments. 

It was reafl&rmed in the Berlin Declarations on Rumania, Bulgaria, 
and Hungary. These nations are not to be spheres of influence of any 
one power. They are now governed by Allied control commissions 
composed of representatives of the three governments which met at 
Yalta and Berlin. These control commissions, it is true, have not been 
functioning completely to our satisfaction; but improved procedures 
were agreed upon at Berlin. Until these states are reestablished as 
members of the international family, they are the joint concern of all 
of us. 

The American delegation was much disturbed over the inability of 
the representatives of a free press to get information out of the former 
German satellite nations. The three governments agreed at Berlin 
that the Allied press would enjoy full freedom from now on to report 
to the world upon all developments in Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
and Finland. The same agreement was reaflErmed also as to Poland. 

One of the persistent causes for wars in Europe in the last two cen- 
turies has been the selfish control of the waterways of Europe. I mean 
the Danube, the Black Sea Straits, the Rhine, the Kiel Canal, and all 
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Harry S. Truman, 

the inland waterways of Europe which border upon two or more states. 

The United States proposed at Berlin that there be free and unre- 
stricted navigation of these inland waterways. We think t-his is im- 
portant to the future peace and security of the world. We proposed 
that regulations for such navigation be provided by international 
authorities. 

The function of the agencies would be to develop the use of the 
waterways and assure equal treatment on them for all nations. Mem- 
bership on the agencies would include the United States, Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union, and France, plus those states which border on the 
waterways. 

Our proposal was considered by the conference and was referred to 
the Council of Ministers. There, the United States intends to press for 
its adoption. 

Any man who sees Europe now must realize that victory in a great 
war is not something you win once and for all, like victory in a ball 
game. Victory in a great war is something that must be won and kept 
won. It can be lost after you have won it— if you are careless or negli- 
gent or indifferent. 

Europe today is hungry. I am not talking about Germans. I am 
t alkin g about the people of the countries which were overrun and dev- 
astated by the Germans, and particularly about the people of Western 
Europe. Many of them lack clothes and fuel and tools and shelter and 
raw materials. They lack the means to restore their cities and their 
factories. 

As the winter comes on, the distress will increase. Unless we do 
what we can to help, we may lose next winter what we won at such 
terrible cost last spring. Desperate men are liable to destroy the struc- 
ture of their society to find in the wreckage some substitute for hope. 
If we let Europe go cold and hungry, we may lose some of the founda- 
tions of order on which the hope for worldwide peace must rest. 

We must help to the limits of our strength. And we will. 

Our meeting at Berlin was the first meeting of the great Allies since 
victory was won in Europe. Naturally our thoughts now turn to the 
day of victory in Japan. 
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The British, Chinese, and United States Governments have given 
the Japanese people adequate warning of what is in store for them. 
We have laid down the general terms on which they can surrender. 
Our warning went unheeded; our terms were rejected. Since then 
the Japanese have seen what our atomic bomb can do. They can fore- 
see what it will do in the future. 

The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima, a military base. That was because we wished in this first 
attack to avoid, insofar as possible, the killing of civilians. But that 
attack is only a warning of things to come. If Japan does not sur- 
render, bombs will have to be dropped on her war industries and, 
unfortunately, thousands of civilian lives will be lost. I urge Jap- 
anese civilians to leave industrial cities immediately, and save them- 
selves from destruction. 

I realize the tragic significance of the atomic bomb. 

Its production and its use were not lightly xmdertaken by this Gov- 
ernment. But we knew that our enemies were on the search for it. 
We know now how close they were to finding it. And we knew the 
disaster which would come to this Nation, and to all peace-loving 
nations, to all civilization, if they had found it first. 

That is why we felt compelled to undertake the long and uncertain 
and costly labor of discovery and production. 

We won the race of discovery against the Germans. 

Having found the bomb we have used it. We have used it against 
those who attacked us without warning at Pearl Harbor, against those 
who have starved and beaten and executed American prisoners of war, 
against those who have abandoned all pretense of obeying international 
laws of warfare. We have used it in order to shorten the agony of 
war, in order to save the lives of thousands and thousands of young 
Americans. 

We shall continue to use it until we completely destroy Japan’s power 
to make war. Only a Japanese surrender will stop us. 

The atomic bomb is too dangerous to be loose in a lawless world. 
That is why Great Britain, Canada, and the United States, who have 
the secret of its production, do not mtend to reveal that secret until 
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means have been found to control the bomb so as to protect ourselves 
and the rest of the world from the danger of total destruction. 

As far back as last May, Secretary of War Stimson, at my sugges- 
tion, appointed a committee upon which Secretary of State Byrnes 
served as my personal representative, to prepare plans for the future 
control of this bomb. I shall ask the Congress to cooperate to the 
end that its production and use be controlled, and that its power be made 
an overwhelming influence towards world peace. 

We must constitute ourselves trustees of this new force — ^to prevent 
its misuse, and to turn it into the channels of service to mankind. 

It is an avpful responsibility which has come to us. 

We thank God that it has come to us, instead of to our enemies; and 
we pray that He may guide us to use it in His ways and for His 
purposes. 

Our victory in Europe was more than a victory of arms. 

It was a victory of one way of life over another. It was a victory of 
an ideal founded on the rights of the common man, on the dignity of 
the human being, on the conception of the State as the servant — and 
not the master— of its people. 

A free people showed that it was able to defeat professional soldiers 
whose only moral arms were obedience and the worship of force. 

We tell ourselves that we have emerged from this war the most 
powerful nation in the world— the most powerful nation, perhaps, in 
all history. That is true, but not in the sense some of us believe it to 
be true. 

The war has shown us that we have tremendous resources to make 
all the materials for war. It has shown us that we have skillful work- 
ers and managers and able generals, and a brave people capable of 
bearing arms. 

All these things we knew before. 

The new thing— the thing which we had not known— the thing we 
have learned now and should never forget, is this: that a society of self- 
governing men is more powerful, more enduring, more creative than 
any other kind of society, however disciplined, however centralized. 

We know now that the basic proposition of the worth and dignity 
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of man is not a sentimental aspiration or a vain hope or a piece of 
rhetoric. It is the strongest, most creative force now present in this 
world. 

Now let us use that force and all our resources and all our skills 
in the great cause of a just and lasting peace! 

The Three Great Powers are now more closely than ever bound to- 
gether in determination to achieve that kind of peace. From Teheran, 
and the Crimea, from San Francisco and Berlin— we shall continue to 
march together to a lasting peace and a happy world ! 

note: The President returned to Wash- after traveling by special train from 
ington on August 7. He was welcomed Newport News where he had disem- 
by members of the Cabinet on his ar- barked that afternoon, 
rival at the White House at ii pjn., 


98 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to James F. Byrnes. August 13, 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

MR. JAMES F. BYRNES, as Director of War Mobilization from 
October 1942 to March 1945, discharged duties of great responsibility 
with outstanding success. Faced with the problem of aiding the Chief 
Executive in girding the nation for a conflict of unprecedented propor- 
tions, he accomplished his task with exceptional skill. His sympa- 
thetic consideration of both military and civilian needs struck a delicate 
balance that insured the armed forces sufficient manpower and materiel 
for a maximum effort in a global war while maintaining civilian econ- 
omy at the highest level of any belligerent in World War II. When 
necessary, he did not hesitate to support unpopular measures essential 
to the successful prosecution of the war. He continually gave ready 
hearing to all sides of momentous questions and rendered logical, 
sound decisions. He accompanied the Commander-in-Chief to vital 
conferences, applying his extensive knowledge of inter-AUied prob- 
lems to their prompt and elective solution. With vast understanding, 
exceptional ability as an arbiter, unswerving devotion to the national 
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interests and firm determination, Mr. Byrnes performed difficult serv- 
ices (of high importance), makmg a major contribution to the war 
effort. 

Hakry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony in the Rose 
Garden at the White House. 


99 Statement by the President on the loth Anniversary of 
the Social Security Act. August 13, 1945 

IN A WORLD still at war it is well that we pause to celebrate one of 
the great peacetime achievements of the American people, namely, 
the enactment of the Social Security Act. It is only ten years ago that 
this act became law. Yet in this brief period of time social security 
has become an essential part of the American way of life. 

We have a right to be proud of the progress we have already made 
in this field. We have a national system of old-age and survivors in- 
surance imder which forty million workers are insured not only for 
old-age annuities but also for monthly benefits to their vdves, chil- 
dren, and dependent parents in case of the worker’s death. Already 
there are well over one million beneficiaries actually receiving monthly 
checks under this insurance system. 

We have a nationwide unemployment insurance system brought 
about by Federal action but administered by the States, under which 
thirty-six mill ion workers are provided some protection against wage 
loss due to involuntary unemployment. 

We have provided Federal grants-in-aid to the States to enable them 
to pay cash assistance to the needy aged, the needy blind, and de- 
pendent children. Today two and three-quarter million men, women, 
and children are receiving this assistance. In addition, there are other 
provisions of the Social Security Act which promote child welfare and 
public health. 

But while we have made progress we still have a long way to go 
before we can truthfully say that our social security system furnished 
the people of this country adequate protection. Therefore, we should 
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lose no time in making of our Social Security Act a more perfect instru- 
ment for the maintenance of economic security throughout this country. 

I expect to present to the Congress specific recommendations looking 
toward this objective. 

A soimd system of social security requires careful consideration and 
preparation. Social security worthy of the name is not a dole or a 
device for giving everybody something for nothing. True social secu- 
rity must consist of rights which are earned rights — ^guaranteed by the 
law of the land. Only that kind of social security is worthy of the men 
and women who have fought and are now fighting to preserve the 
heritage and the future of America. 


100 The President’s News Conference of 
August 14, 1945 

THE PEEsiDENT \reading\: “I have received this afternoon a message 
from the Japanese Government—” 

Before I go any further, this will be in the form of releases, so you 
don’t have to copy it unless you want to. “—in reply to the message 
forwarded to that Goveriunent by the Secretary of State on August ii. 
I deem this reply a full acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration which 
specifies the unconditional surrender of Japan. In the reply there is 
no qualification. 

“Arrangements are now being roade for the signing of the surrender 
terms at the earliest possible moment. 

“General Douglas MacArthur has been appointed the Supreme Al- 
lied Commander to receive the Japanese surrender. Great Britain, 
Russia, and China will be represented by high-r anking officers. 

“Meantime, the Allied armed forces have been ordered to suspend 
offensive action. 

“Proclamation of V-J Day must wait upon the formal signing of the 
surrender terms by Japan. 

“The following is the Japanese Government’s message accepting our 
terms.” 
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But before I start to read that, there are three releases to come; one 
has to do with a 2-day holiday.^ The reason we are making it 2 days 
is because we didn’t get to celebrate for the other. \jMughter\ Then 
there is one that has to do with the draft.® 

This is the of&cial Swiss communique handed to the Secretary of 
State: 

“Sir: I have the honor to refer to your note of August ii, in which 
you requested me to transmit to my Government the reply of the Gov- 
ernments of the United States, the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and China to the message from the Japanese 
Government which was communicated in my note of August 10. 

“At 20.10 today (Swiss Time) the Japanese Minister to Switzerland 
conveyed the following written statement to the Swiss Government for 
transmission to the four Allied governments : 

“ ‘Communication of the Japanese Government of August 14, 1945, 
addressed to the Governments of the United States, Great Britain, the 
Soviet Union, and China: 

“ ‘With reference to the Japanese Government’s note of August 10 
regarding their acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam declaration 
and the reply of the Governments of the United States, Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union, and China sent by American Secretary of State 
Byrnes under the date of August ii, the Japanese Government have 
the honor to co mmu nicate to the Governments of the four powers as 
follows: 

“ ‘i. His Majesty the Emperor has issued an Imperial rescript regard- 
ing Japan’s acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam declaration. 

“ ‘2. His Majesty the Emperor is prepared to authorize and ensure the 
signature of his Government and the Imperial General Headquarters 
of the necessary terms for carrying out the provisions of the Potsdam 
declaration. His Majesty is also prepared to issue his commands to all 
the militar y, naval, and air authorities of Japan and all the forces xmder 
dieir control wherever located to cease active operations, to surrender 
arms and to issue such other orders as may be required by the Supreme 

1 See Item 102. * See Item 101. 


217 



[lOo] Aug. 14 Public Papers of the Presidents 


Commander of the Allied Forces for the execution of the above- 
mentioned terms.’ 

“Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

“ChargS d’ Affaires of the Swiss Government 
in the United State/’ 

Voice: I congratulate you! 

THE PRESIDENT. That is all. 

Joe Fox, Washington Star: Thank you, Mr. President. 

\Applause and further congratulations] 


note: President Truman’s eighteenth 
news conference was held in his office at 
the White House at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
August 14, 1945. The White House 
Official Reporter noted that members 
of the Cabinet were present; also the 


President’s official family, his secretariat, 
and Administrative Assistants George 
Schoeneman and David K. Niles. He 
also noted that former Secretary of State 
Corddl Hull was invited, but did not 
arrive until the conference was over. 


loi Statement by the President Announcing a Reduction in 
the Draft. August 14, 1945 

THE WAR DEPARTMENT has recommended, and I have approved, 
a request to the Director of Selective Service to reduce inductions im- 
mediately from 80,000 to 50,000 per month. This figure will provide 
only sufficient men to support the forces required for occupational duty 
and to permit the relief of long-service men overseas to the mavirrmtri 
extent transportation makes possible. 

In justice to the millions of men who have given long and faithful 
service under the difficult and hazardous conditions of the Pacific War 
and elsewhere overseas a constant flow of replacements to the occupa- 
tional forces is thought to be imperative. 

Mathematically and morally no other course of action appears 
acceptable. 

Transportation by air and sea should make possible the release from 
the ^my of five to five and a half million men during the next twelve 
to eighteen months. It is too early to propose definite figures for the 
occupation forces which will be required in the Pacific twelve months 
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from now or what reduction it may be possible to make in the strength 
o£ the Army force now allotted to occupation duties in Europe. It is 
apparent, however, that we can release as many men as can be brought 
home by the means available during the next year. 

The present problem, therefore, centers on tiie readjustment of per- 
sonnel now in tiniform and the induction of new men through Se- 
lective Service to permit the earliest possible release from the Army of 
those men who have long records of dangerous, arduous and faithful 
service. 

Requirements for future induction into the Army will be limited to 
the lowest age groups which will provide the numbers of men required. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that the age groups under 26 will satisfy 
this requirement. 


1 02 Statement by the President Commending Federal 
Employees. August 14, 1945 

ONE OF THE hardest working groups of war workers during the past 
fotur years — ^and perhaps the least appreciated by the public— has been 
the Federal employes in Washington and throughout the country. 
They have carried on the day-to-day operations of the government 
which are essential to the support of otir fighting men and to the carry- 
ing on of the war. 

On behalf of the nation, I formally express thanks to them. 

As a token of this feeling, I hereby request all the heads of the de- 
partments, agencies and bureaus throughout the government to excuse 
the employes thereof for tomorrow and Thursday. 

T his action is to be without charge against the annual leave of the 
employes. Only skeleton forces need be maintained. 

I hope that all of the employes of the government will enjoy this 
well-deserved — ^though inadequate — ^holiday. 

note: The President also recognized Executive Order 9240 to declare August 
the contribution of war workers in pri- 15 and 16 legal holidays for premium 
vate industry through a White House pay purposes. Sec also Item 115. 
release announcing that he had amended 
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103 Statement by the President: The Jewish New Year. 
August 15, 1945 

I EXTEND to all my fellow Americans of Jewish faith my hearty con- 
gratulations and best wishes for New Year’s Day. 

The enemies of civilization who would have destroyed completely 
all freedom of religion have been defeated. All faiths unite in thanks- 
giving to Almighty God on our victory over the forces of evil. 

Let us now all join to create the kind of peace settlement which will 
keep alive freedom of religious belief all over the world, and prevent 
the recurrence of all this misery and destruction. That is the most 
fitting memorial we can erect to those who have fought and suffered 
and labored and died in this struggle to preserve decency for mankind. 


104 Statement by the President Proposing Measures To 
Insure Industrial Peace in the Reconversion Period. 
August 16, 1945 

OUR NATIONAL WELFARE requires that during the reconversion 
period production of civilian goods and services go forward without 
interruption, and that labor and industry cooperate to keep strikes and 
lockouts at a minimum. We must work out means for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes that might adversely affect the transition to a 
peacetime economy. 

We have had an exceptionally good record of industrial peace during 
the war. We must take the necessary steps now to insure a continu- 
ation of this record in the reconversion period before us. We must also, 
in this period, continue the stabilization progr am, modifying it to meet 
the changes in our economy which are now t aking place. To these 
ends: 

I. In the near future I shall call a conference of representatives of 
organized labor and industry, for the purpose of working out by agree- 
ment means to minimiz e the interruption of production by labor dis- 
putes in the reconversion period. 
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The foundation of our wartime industrial relations was an agreement 
between representatives of industry and labor, who met at the call of 
the President immediately after Pearl Harbor. This agreement pro- 
vided that “for the duration of the war there shall be no strikes or lock- 
outs,” upon condition that a National War Labor Board be established 
for the peaceful adjustment of unsettled disputes. Pursuant to that 
agreement the President, by Executive Order 9017, created the War 
Labor Board, and Congress, in the War Labor Disputes Act, confirmed 
and strengthened its authority. 

The Board is an emergency agency. Its effectiveness has been rooted 
in the wartime agreement which led to its establishment. As a result 
of that agreement industry and labor, with but very few exceptions, 
have voluntarily accepted the Board’s decisions in the disputes which 
have been certified to it as affecting the war effort. A new industry- 
labor agreement to minimize interruption of production by labor dis- 
putes during the reconversion period ahead of us is imperatively needed. 

2. Pending the completion of the conference and tmtil some new 
plan is worked out and made effective, disputes which cannot be settled 
by collective bargaining and conciliation, including disputes which 
threaten a substantial interference with the transition to a peacetime 
economy, should be handled by the War Labor Board under existing 
procedures. For that interim period I call upon the representatives of 
organized labor and industry to renew their no-strike and no-lockout 
pledges, and I shall expect both industry and labor in that period to 
continue to comply voluntarily, as they have in the past, with the 
directive orders of the War Labor Board. 

3. The Stabilization Act is effective until June 30, 1946. During its 
continuance wage adjustments which might affect prices must continue 
to be subject to stabilization controls. With the ending of war pro- 
duction, however, there is no longer any threat of an inflationary bid- 
ding up of wage rates by competition in a short labor market. I am 
therefore authorizing the War Labor Board to release proposed volun- 
tary wage increases from the necessity of approval upon condition that 
they will not be used in whole or in part as the basis for seeking an 
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increase in price ceilings. Proposed wage increases requiring price 
relief must continue to be passed upon by the Board. 

4. The reconversion from wartime to peacetime economy will un- 
doubtedly give rise to maladjustments and inequities in wage rates 
which will tend to interfere with the effective transition to a peace- 
time economy. For the rem aining period of its existence, the Board 
should be given authority to deal with these maladjustments and in- 
equities, whose scope and nature cannot be clearly foreseen. I am 
therefore issuing a new Executive Order which will carry forward the 
criteria for passing upon wage increases as originally laid down in 
Executive Order 9250, and which will also vest in the Board authority 
to approve or direct increases which are necessary to aid in the effective 
transition to a peacetime economy. The new Executive Order will 
continue the previous requirement that any proposed wage increase 
affecting prices, if approved or directed by the Board, will become effec- 
tive only if also approved by the Director of Economic Stabilization. 

5. The War Labor Board should be terminated as soon after the 
conclusion of the forthcoming Industry-Labor conference as the orderly 
disposition of the work of the Board, and the provisions of the War 
Labor Disputes Act permit; and after facilities have been provided to 
take care of the wage stabilization functions under the Act of October 2, 
1942. 

6. Meanwhile, the strengthening of the Department of Labor, and 
the unification under it of functions properly belonging to it, are going 
forward under plans being formulated by the Secretary of Labor. In 
these plans particular stress is being laid on the upbuilding of the U.S. 
Conciliation Service. With the return to a peacetime economy and the 
elimination of the present temporary wartime agencies and procedures, 
we must look to collective bargaining, aided and supplemented by a 
truly effective system of conciliation and voluntary arbitration, as the 
best and most democratic method of maintaining sound industrial 
relations. 
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105 Proclamation 2660: Victory in the East — ^Day of Prayer. 
August 16, 1945 

By the President of the United States of America a Proclamaiion: 

The war lords of Japan and the Japanese armed forces have sur- 
rendered. They have surrendered unconditionally. Three months 
after victory in Europe victory has come in the East. 

The cruel war of aggression which Japan started eight years ago to 
spread the forces of evil over the Pacific has resulted in her total defeat. 

This is the end of the grandiose schemes of the dictators to enslave 
the peoples of the world, destroy their civilization, and institute a new 
era of darkness and degradation. This day is a new beginning in the 
history of freedom on this earth. 

Our global victory has come from the courage and stamina and 
spirit of free men and women united in determination to fight. 

It has come from the massive strength of arms and materials created 
by peace-loving peoples who knew that unless they won decency in 
the world would end. 

It has come from millions of peaceful citizens all over the world — 
turned soldiers almost overnight— -who showed a ruthless enemy that 
they were not afraid to fight and to die, and that they knew how to win. 

It has come with the help of God, Who was with us in the early days 
of adversity and disaster, and Who has now brought us to this glorious 
day of triumph. 

Let us give thanks to Him, and remember that we have now dedi- 
cated ourselves to follow in His ways to a lasting and just peace and to 
a better world. 

Now, Therefore, I, ELabry S. Truman, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby appoint Sunday, August 19, 1945, to be a 
day of prayer. 

I call upon the people of the United States, of all faiths, to unite in 
offering their thanks to God for the victory we have won, and in pray- 
ing that He will support and guide us into the paths of peace. 

I also call upon my countrymen to dedicate this day of prayer to the 
memory of those who have given their lives to make possible our 
victory. 


68931—61 IT 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to be aflSxed. 

Done at the City of Washington this sixteenth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-five, and of 
[seal] the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and seventieth. 

Harry S. Truman 

By the President: 

James F. Byrnes, 

Secretary of State 


106 The President’s News Conference of 
August 16, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I called this press conference at the suggestion of 
Mr. Ross, because I thought you hadn’t all had a chance to look me in 
the face or ask me any impertinent questions. {Laughterl I haven’t 
anything that you would break your arms to get out of the door for 
this morning. \Laughter'\ If you have questions to ask me — 

[i.] I have issued a proclamation setting aside Sunday as a day of 
prayer. After the 2 days’ celebration I think we will need the prayer. 
{Laughterl 

I am ready for any questions you have to ask. I will answer them if 
I can. 

[2.] Q. Mt. President, the question I have written down here is: 
What is to be done with those three huge plants in the Manhattan 
project? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is going to be up to the Congress. That Man- 
hattan project product, in the long run, will be used for the welfare and 
benefit of the world instead of its destruction; and if Congress is will- 
ing to go along, we will continue the experiments to show how we 
can use that for peace instead of war. 

Q. Are the wheels now turning? — do you happen to know? 

THE PRESIDENT. The wheels are turning. I hope the Congress will 
want to go along. 
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[3.] Q. Mr. President, did you notice that the Japanese radio speak- 
ers indicate they are looking for revenge in the future ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Nearly every defeated people does that. That is 
natural. But I don’t think they will have any chance at it. I don’t 
think they will be able to implement it at all; at least, I hope not. 

Q. Mr. President, there still seems to be a little confusion as to the 
legal status of V-J Day, when it comes. 

THE PRESIDENT. V-J will be declared by proclamation when the terms 
of surrender are signed and implemented. The surrender isn’t com- 
plete. There are still two million Japs fully armed. 

Q. Will that day, once it is proclaimed — do you envision it as a holi- 
day ? People will not be expected to work, will they ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think they have had their holidays. There is too 
much to do to declare too many holidays. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, one of the new bills is the full employment 
bill.? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. In Mr. Snyder’s report there was no mention of that. Is there 
any intention of 

THE PRESIDENT. Full employment is a “must.” 

[5.] Q. Mr, President, will you or General MacArthur announce 
the signing of the surrender terms .? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will be announced from General MacArthur’s 
headquarters. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, have you time to get back to the Supreme 
Court vacancy.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t had any chance to get to anything but 
what we have been going through; but politics is open and free now. 
\lMUghter'\ 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, anything you can tell us about the tax 
situation.? 

THE PRESIDENT. There is nothing now. Experts are working on it, 
and when they get the figures ready, I will give them to you. 

[8.] Q. Anything about the Jewish national state discussed at 
Potsdam? 
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THE PRESIDENT. ThcTc wos. I discusscd the matter with Mr. 
Churchill and Mr. Attlee, and we are still discussing it 

Q. Not with Stalin? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there was nothing he could do about it. 

Q. Mr. President, arc you aware of any negotiations or conversa- 
tions now with Korea? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not. 

Q. You know the situation; the Koreans are asking 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, the Korean situation was discussed at Berlin, 
and the Korean program, I think, will be carried through as we antici- 
pated— that it will be a free country. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, is Manila definitely fixed as the surrender 
place now? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t answcT that. That is in the hands of the Allied 
Commander in Chief. 

[10.] Q. Mr, President, did you take up the status of Hong Kong? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, it was not discussed. 

Q. Mr. President, there was a report General Eisenhower was return- 
ing here; have you any information on that. 

THE PRESIDENT. I haVC nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, was there any term of years fixed on the occupation 
of Germany? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Some thought the 2-year reparations period indicates that we 
might get out in that time. 

THE PRESIDENT. The occupation will depend entirely on how well the 
Germans rehabilitate themselves on the democratic way of life, 

Q. Does that apply to the Japanese also ? 

THE PRESIDENT, It Certainly will. 

Q. Mr. President 

THE PRESIDENT. Let this lady spcaL 

Q. Vivian Lovell, French News Agency: Have the different zones of 
occupation of Japan been discussed? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thcyhavcnot. 

Q. Are you anticipating any trips in the near future ? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No; it’s like moving a circus to get me around the 
country, and I will stay at home. \ljiuzhter'\ 

[ 1 1.] Q. Is Dean Acheson resigning from the Department of State ? 

THE PREsroENT. That is a matter for the Secretary of State. 

[12.] Q. What is the status of the War Labor Board under the new 
program— will it continue to exist 

THE PRESIDENT. No, the War Labor Board will only continue as long 
as there is a necessity, which I think will be only a limited time. 

[13.] Q. Will there be occupation zones in Japan.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Japan will be occupied under the Commander in 
Chief for the Allies. I don’t think there will be any necessity for zones 
of occupation in Japan. Probably there will be troops from the Allies 
in the occupation areas. 

[14.] Q. How long do you think the draft will have to continue, 
Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter that Congress will have to decide. 
The draft is only temporarily continued for the need to get those soldiers 
who have been fighting discharged first. There is no reason why these 
young fellows who have nothing to do now should not replace the ones 
who have done the fighting so they can be discharged. The Congress 
will have to pass on that when they meet. 

Q. Mr. President, are you going to make recommendations on what 
kind of peacetime military training we are to have ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am going to make recommendations to Congress 
on a universal military training program which is not peacetime 
conscription. 

Q. When? 

THE PRESIDENT. When Congress meets. 

[15.] Q. Any changes in the War Labor Board? Who will handle 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Department of Labor. 

[16.] Q. Do you care to go any further with that peacetime mili- 
tary training now? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, that will be a new story I will give you later. I 
don’t want to talk about it today. 
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[17.] Q. Do you envisage the appointment of a political adviser to 
General MacArthur like Bob Murphy is to General Eisenho-wer? 

THE PRESIDENT. If that is necessary, it will be done. The situation is 
entirely different in the Pacific. 

[18.] Q. What was the American view on Palestine at Berlin? 

THE PRESIDENT. The American view of Palestine is, we want to let as 
many of the Jews into Palestine as it is possible to let into that country. 
Then the matter will have to be worked out diplomatically with the 
British and the Arabs, so that if a state can be set up there they may 
be able to set it up on a peaceful basis. I have no desire to send 500,000 
American soldiers there to make peace in Palestine. 

Q. Was the meeting at Berlin the last of the Big Three meetings, 
Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I caimot answer that question. It will have to be 
decided later. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, are you in a position to discuss what you 
want to do with the Army and Navy after the war? There was some 
talk of combining them. 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t Want to discuss that this morning. I 
will discuss it at a later date. 

[20.] Q. Any decision made on the future home of the United 
Nations? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there has been no discussion of it. 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate calling a conference 
of capital and labor in the near future? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, Sometime after Congress meets. 

[22.] Q. Mr. President, in view of the rather sudden collapse of 
Japanese resistance, are plans in readiness now for the occupation? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, they are — ^for the control of the civilian govern- 
ment. General MacArthur has been working on those plans right 
along with his military plans. 

Joe Fox, Washington Star: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. Nice to have seen you all. 

note: President Truman’s nineteenth at the White House at 10:03 a.tQ. on 
news conference was held in his office Thursday, August 16, 1945. The White 
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House OfScial Reporter noted that Guy mation was the special guest at this 
Innes of the British Ministry of Infer- mnfprpnrp 


1 07 The President’s News Conference of 
August 23, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. I have a couple of announcements I want to read to 
you; they are mimeographed and you can get copies of them when you 
get through. 

[i.] This is to the heads of Executive departments and agencies: 

“It is my desire that not later than the week beginning September 9, 
1945, all departments and agencies reduce their administrative work- 
week to the basic 40 hours a week, unless such reduction in hours would 
result in a serious detriment to their essential operations. This will 
permit the establishment of a 5-day workweek wherever feasible. In 
those cases where you decide that it is absolutely necessary to tempo- 
rarily maintain a workweek in excess of 40 hours, please report to the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget the reasons for your decision.” 

[2.] Then this notice went out also : 

“Since there would appear to be no further necessity for continuing 
the present requirements for work on public holidays, such holidays, 
as enumerated below, should be observed as nonwork days: 

“The 1st day of January, the 22d day of February, the 30th day of 
May, the 4th day of July, the ist Monday of September, the nth day of 
November, the 4th Thursday in November, and Christmas Day. 

“In addition, the general restrictions placed on leaves of absence be- 
cause of war conditions are no longer necessary and the departments 
and agencies should return to their normal policies in granting leaves 
of absence for vacation purposes.” 

If you have any questions that I can answer. I’ll try to answer them. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, is Secretary Ickes continuing in the Cabinet? 

THE PKEsroENT. Secretary Ic\es will continue in the Cabinet. I had a 

1 The White House release of August 23 stated that at the direction of the President, 
George J. Schoeneman, Administrative Assistant, addressed this memorandum to the heads 
of executive departments and agencies. 
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session, with hini yesterday, and he is going to take a trip to London on 
the negotiation of the oil matter. 

Q. Is his service as Secretary contingent on the completion of that 
London mission? 

THE PREsroENT. It is not. It is contingent only on as long as he wants 
to remain; and I think he is satisfied to reniain. 

[4.] Q. General Hershey, in a speech in Boston last night, said that 
unless the Draft Act is amended the right of employment of the vet- 
erans would expire on V-J Day. Would you favor legislation on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think General Hershey is speaking about the provi- 
sion in the Draft Act that is apart from the provisions in the GI bill of 
rights. 

Q. He said there was no such provision in the GI biU of rights. 

THE PREsroENT. I think it can be interpreted that way, but we can 
have that amended. The Draft Act ends with the proclamation de- 
claring that hostilities have ceased and the war is over— which has not 
happened yet and won’t happen for some time to come. 

Q. Do I imderstand you to mean that the original intention of the 
Draft Act giving the veterans their jobs back would remain even if you 
had to patch it up with further legislation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s what I intended to say. 

Q. Providing a new bill ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The question was only in reference to the guarantee 
to veterans of their jobs. 

Q. Would that mean a new piece of legislation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It probably would require an amendment to the GI 
bill of rights, if that is not interpreted to mean what it says. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, please tell us a little about your visit with 
General de Gaulle. 

THE PRESIDENT. I had a very pleasant visit with the General. We dis- 
cussed questions that affect France and the United States, and instructed 
the Foreign Minister of France and the Secretary of State of the United 
States to discuss all the matters which are at issue between France and 
the United States, and then submit those matters to General de Gaulle 
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and myself for final decision if they could not reach an agreement 
which was satisfactory to both of us. 

Q. You expect to sec him again.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I imagine so. He is going to pay visits around various 
places in the United States. I imagine I will see him a gain. 

[6.] Q. Do you favor the immediate and public trial of the officers 
who were responsible for Pearl Harbor.? 

THE PRESIDENT. What was that? 

Q. Do you favor immediate and public trials to fix the responsibility 
of the Army and Navy officers who were in command at Pearl Harbor ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think I am about to receive a recommendation 
from the Secretaries of Navy and War on that. I will answer that 
when it comes. 

Q. Do you expect it soon? 

THE PRESIDENT. You will be informed when that comes. 

[7.] Q. Has Mr. Justice Roberts received an assi gnm ent from you 
and Mr. Byrnes? 

THE PRESIDENT. He refused one from Mr. Byrnes and me. I hope he 
will change his mind. 

Q. Could you tell us the nature of the assignment ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rather not discuss it until I am sure he will 
not take it. 

[8.] Q. Anything on the Supreme Court appointment yet, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, no announcement. I haven’t had a chance to 
give it the necessary thought. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the progress 
of the hospitalization and construction program? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I can’t; I haven’t had a chance to go into that 
either. As soon as possible I will go into it and then I will answer your 
questions. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, do you plan any subsidies on copper and 
zinc, since these metals are now in good supply — plentiful? 

THE PRESIDENT. If they are in plentiful supply the subsidy will not be 
necessary. 


63931—61 18 
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[ii.] Q. Can you tell us anything about your conferences with Dr. 
Soong.? 

THE PEESiDENT. No, uot at the present time. I will be glad to inform 
you as soon as I am in a position to do so without embarrassment to the 
Chinese Government, the Government of the United States, and the 
Soviet Union. All the relations between those three govermnents were 
discussed, but I am not at liberty to discuss that until the final conclu- 
sions have been reached. 

[12.] Q. Anything on lend-lease that you might report on, Mr. 
President? 

THE PKEsroENT. No, I think that very plainly stated the case.^ 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, do you take the view of General Hershey 
with regard to the Draft Act ? 

THE PEESIDENT. I am not legally inclined, and I don’t know the legal 
provisions in the Draft Act, because I haven’t studied it; so I can’t give 
you my views on that. 

Q. The Hershey view is 

THE PEESIDENT. General Hershey ought to know what he is talking 
about; he has been enforcing the Draft Act for some time. I will not 
discuss it because I am not familiar enough with it. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, have your ideas on reorganization reached 
the point where you want to discuss them ? 

THE PEESIDENT. I am trying to persuade the Congress to give me the 
power to make the reorganization, and until that is done I don’t want 
to talk about it. 

[15.] Q. Can you tell us anything about your luncheon today? 

1 The President referred to the following White House release, dated August 21, 1945 : 

The President has directed the Foreign Economic Administrator to take steps immedi- 
ately to discontinue all lend-lease operations and to notify foreign governments receiving 
lend-lease of this action. 

The President also directs that all outstanding contracts for lend-lease he canceled, ex- 
cept where Allied governments are willing to agree to talte them over, or where it is in 
the interest of the United States to complete them. 

The Foreign Economic Administrator furthermore is instructed to negotiate with 
Allied governments for possible procurement by them of lend-lease inventories now in 
stockpile and in process of delivery. 

If the military needs lend-lease supplies for the movement of troops or for occupation 
purposes, the military will be responsible for procurement. 

It is estimated that uncompleted contracts for non-munitions and finished goods in this 
country not yet transferred to lendi-lease countries amount to about $2 billion and that lend- 
lease supplies in stockpile abroad amount to between $1 and billion. 
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THE PRESIDENT. Oh, I got kind of lonely to see some of my friends and 
telephoned Mr. BifEle I would be down to see him. I didn’t expect to 
have an elaborate luncheon, but there were a dozen or so Senators and 
others present, and we had a very pleasant time, as we always do. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, are the Big Three, as reported, planning 
joint action to avert civil war in China ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter you better discuss with the Secre- 
tary of State. I haven’t heard anythina about it. 

[17.] Q. There has been some criticism of the demobilization pro- 
gram; have you talked with the Secretaries of War and Navy about 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I have talked with the Secretaries of War and 
Navy, General Marshall, and Admiral King; and their armed services 
are doing everything in their power to expedite demobilization. It 
wouldn’t make any difference what sort of plan they had, somebody 
wouldn’t like it. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, the British Prime Minister has discussed 
Franco-Spain; do you care to go a little further on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. There was an agreement on Franco-Spain; I think 
the Prime Minister of England very clearly stated the matter. None 
of us like Franco or his government. 

[19.] Q. Is there any news regarding labor-management? Have 
the arrangements been made yet? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, OS soon as they are made I will announce it. 

Q. Who is drawing up the agenda ? 

THE PRESIDENT. There is none yet. We’re trying to get that crowd 
together, and as soon as we have things arranged I’ll tell you the whole 
story. That meeting takes place tomorrow — ^to try to make the 
arrangements. 

[20.] Q. Ivir. President, will your V-J Day statement proclaim the 
end of hostilities or the end of the national emergency ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Neither one; it will merely state V-J Day. The 
matter will then be put in the lap of Congress to make whatever state- 
ment is necessary, with the recommendation that Congress not act 
precipitately in the matter but make an orderly reconversion. 
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Q. What would be the legal significance of declaration of V-J Day? 

THE PEESiDENT. That depends altogether on how it is worded. 
[Laughter] 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, there were some very strange reports in the 
Dutch press the last few days claiming that this country wants to con- 
trol Iceland, Greenland, and some Italian colonies. Any comment on 
that? 

THE PEESIDENT. That’s news to me; I can’t discuss it because I don’t 
know anything about it. 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to discuss the future of Indo- 
china and Thailand? 

THE PEESIDENT. No, I Wouldn’t; that’s a matter that the Foreign 
Ministers probably will discuss, and I don’t care to discuss it here today. 

Q. Thank you. 

THE PEESIDENT. That’s all right. 

[22.] Q. I think Mr. Crowley yesterday said lend-lease would be cut 
off except in those instances where it would be to the best interest of 
the country. Will you give us an illustration of that ? 

THE PEESIDENT. No, I Can’t; I can’t give you an illustration of it. If 
I find one I’ll be glad to give it to you. 

Q. Mr. President, did you take up with Mr. Crowley the question 
of the “pipeline” to Great Britain ? 

THE PEESIDENT. No, I didn’t; he had no instructions from me except 
what you saw in the release.^ 

Q. Can you tell us the reasons for termination of lend-lease? There 


^ The President referred to a White House release dated August 21. For text, see foot- 
note to [12] of this news conference. 

On August 20 the following statement was released simultaneously in Washington, 
Ottawa, and London: 

^*On January 19th, 1945, the President of the United States and the Prime Ministers of 
Great Britain and Canada announced their decision to maintain the Combined Production 
and Resources Board, Combined Raw Materials Board and Combined Food Board until 
the end of the Japanese War, The three governments have now decided that these three 
boards will continue, for the time being, to operate on the existing basis in order to 
ensure that there is no break in combined machinery, which is handling various critical 
supply questions of immediate importance. They will also arrange without delay for a 
review of the work of each Board with the object of determining the necessity for con- 
tinuing its operation.” 

See also Item 209. 
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have been statements that it was a direct blow at the British Govern- 
ment. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is not true at all. The reason is that the bill was 
passed by Congress defining lend-lease as a weapon of war, and after we 
cease to be at war it is no longer necessary. I happened to be Vice 
President at the time that law was extended and I made such a promise. 
I am merely living up to the promise I made as Vice President of the 
United States. 

Q. We haven’t yet ceased to be at war. We 

THE PRESIDENT. No, but hostilities have ceased. Hostilities are not 
going on. We are not conducting a war. I think, technically, we have 
come to the point where it is not necessary to continue lend-lease. 

[23.] Q. Sir, do you anticipate making any recommendation about 
the advance time — war tune 

THE PRESIDENT. That Will be taken care of in the message to Congress 
the 5th of September. I think we will go back to standard time. The 
States can do whatever they choose. 

Q. Sir, what else might be in that message? [Laughter^ 

THE PRESIDENT. I’ll give you that message when I get it ready. 
Voices: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s twentieth at the White House at 4 p.m. on Thurs- 
news conference was held in his ofSce day, August 23, 1945- 


108 Memorandum Concerning Veteran Preference in Federal 
Agencies. August 24, 1945 

[ Released August 24, 1945. Dated August 23, 1945 ] 

To the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies: 

Section 14 of tlie Veterans’ Preference Act of 1944 sets forth certain 
definite procedures to be followed by the heads of departments and 
agencies in connection with the proposed discharge, suspension for 
more than thirty days, furlough without pay, or reduction in rank or 
compensation of an employee of the Federal Government who is en- 
titled to veteran preference. 
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Tliis Section likewise grants to the veteran, or his designated repre- 
sentative, the right of an appeal to the Civil Service Commission. The 
law also provides that the Commission shall conduct an investigation, 
consider the evidence submitted, and then submit its findings and rec- 
ommendations to the proper administrative ofi&cer. 

It is my desire that the heads of all departments and agencies arrange 
to put into effect as promptly as possible the recommendations which 
the Civil Service Commission makes under Section 14 of the Veterans’ 
Preference Act of 1944. This constitutes another way in which the 
Federal Government can demonstrate that it intends to live up to both 
the letter and the spirit of the Veterans’ Preference Act. 

ELucry S. Truman 


109 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Presented 
to President de Gaulle of France. August 24, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF CHIEF COMMANDER 

GENERAL CHARLES DE GAULLE, President of the Provisional 
Government of the French Republic and Commander-in-Chief of 
France’s armed forces, performed distinguished services by maintaining 
his nation’s effort in the struggle against the c omm on enemy in Europe. 
From the chaos which followed the unleashing of the aggressor states’ 
military power he emerged to keep bright the flame of liberty among 
his countrymen, to rally them in the cause of freedom, to merge their 
revived strength with the growing might of the United Nations. In 
victory he returned to his native soil, there to rebuild on firm principles 
a nation rededicated to liberty, equality and fraternity. 

Harry S. Truman 

kote: The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony at the White 
House. 
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1 1 0 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Presented 
to Georges Bidault, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
France. August 24, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF COMMANDER 

GEORGES BIDAULT, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Provisional 
Government of the French Republic, was called to the colors in the 
autumn of 1939 and devotedly served his country as a sergeant of 
infantry until the spring of 1940 when he was taken prisoner by the 
Germans. In July 1941, after more than a year of captivity, he re- 
gained his freedom, whereupon without regard for his own safety or 
well-being he immediately became extremely active in French tmder- 
ground affairs. Displaying at all times zealous determination to drive 
the invader from France, he played a major part in organizing the 
French Resistance Movement for effective cooperation with the Allied 
armies, and became President of the National Council of Resistance, 
which post he occupied on the Day of Liberation. Continuing as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs to cooperate with the United Nations in 
the pursuit of their ideals, M. Bidault fostered a spirit of friendship 
and harmony between his republic and that of the United States. 

EDvrry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony at the White 
House. 


Ill Statement by the President on the 25th Anniversary of 
the Women’s Suffrage Amendment. August 25, 1945 

AUGUST 26, 1945, will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the rati- 
fication by the states of the Amendment to the National Constitution 
granting suffrage to women. 

Less 1-han a century ago women in the United States were denied the 
right to vote and were classed as inferiors under the law. In 1920 
there occurred one of the great events in our history—the Federal Con- 
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sdtution was amended to extend suffrage to the women of our country. 
Since that time the movement to raise the status of women in all other 
fields has gone steadily forward. 

In the total war through which we have just passed the home front 
has been no mere phrase, but truly a battlefront where women bore a 
major part of the struggle. 

Women walked into the pages of today’s history as good citizens and 
good soldiers. 

To praise women for making intelligent use of the ballot, or for doing 
their share in winning the war, would be an act of condescension the 
very opposite of that equal respect symbolized by the suffrage amend- 
ment. But on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Nineteenth Amend- 
ment, it is fitting that we, men and women alike, should give thanks 
for an America in which women can stand on the level footing of full 
citizenship in peace and in war. 


1 12 Statement by the President Concerning Veterans 
Hospitals. August 25, 1945 

A PROGRAM for the construction of new hospital beds for the treat- 
ment of veterans was recently recommended by the Veterans 
Administration. 

When these recommendations reached my desk I had decided to 
accept the resignation of General Hines as Veterans A dminis trator and 
to appoint General Omar N. Bradley as his successor. 

In all fairness to General Bradley I thought he should have an oppor- 
tunity to make his own recommendations, as he would be held respon- 
sible for his administration. In order that he might have this oppor- 
tunity, I approved the program for the construction of 29,000 beds 
but withheld approval of any locations. 

I expect General Bradley wiU expedite the submission of a program 
recommending locations for the beds. This will be acted on as 
prompdy as possible. 
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1 13 J oint Statement Following Discussions With President 
de Gaulle of France. August 25, 1945 

THE VISIT of General de Gaiille, President of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of the French Repubhc, to the President of the United States of 
America, has been marked by an important exchange of views between 
the two Chiefs of State, who, in the course of their first meeting, ex- 
pressed their sentiments of mutual high esteem. 

The conversations, which began immediately after General 
de Gaulle’s arrival in Washington, have made possible a thorough dis- 
cussion of a wide range of subjects, among them those of most immedi- 
ate interest to the two governments. 

Subsequent to the second conversation between President Truman 
and General de Gaulle, and at their request, the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Byrnes, and Foreign Minister, Monsieur Bidault, had during two days 
a full and frank discussion of political and economic questions in which 
the two coimtries are deeply interested. 

Following those discussions, both the Chiefs of State, and the Secre- 
tary of State and the French Foreign Minister, have fully recognized, 
in the course of a further meeting, the fundamental harmony between 
French and American aims in the construction of the postwar world 
and have expressed their readiness to act in accordance with this mutual 
unders tanding by establishing an even closer cooperation between the 
two coimtries. 


1 14 Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate and House 

Committees on Military Affairs on Axmy Manpower 
Requirements. August 7 ri, 1945 

Dear : 

It occurs to me that it would be helpful to your committee in plan- 
ning its legislative program to have my views on the matters which 
will be under your consideration. As you know, coincident with 
Japan’s acceptance of our surrender terms, two important steps were 
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taken to adjust Army manpower requirements: A world-wide cam- 
paign to obtain tbe maximum number of volunteers was initiated, and 
Selective Service calls were reduced from 80,000 to 50,000 men a month. 

The first of these steps will require legislative assistance. Present 
laws place a ceiling of 280,000 on the ntunber of enhstments which can 
be accepted; only men now in the service or those who have been dis- 
charged for less than 90 days can be enlisted directly; and there are 
some legal uncertainties regarding reenlistment bonuses, grades, mus- 
tering-out pay and other benefits under the G-I Bill of Rights. These 
matters should be clarified as rapidly as may be to the end that there 
will be no legal impediments to the maximum procurement of volun- 
teers. In addition the Congress will wish to consider what more can 
be done in the way of furnishing inducements which will stimulate 
volimtary enlistments. The more men who can be secured by this 
means, the fewer it will be necessary to induct into or continue in the 
service. 

The continuance of inductions through the medium of Selective 
Service will be one of your most critical problems. From many stand- 
points, I wish it were possible for me to recommend that the drafting 
of men be stopped altogether and at once. But, sharing the deep f eehng 
of our people that those veterans who have given long and arduous 
service must be returned to their homes with all possible speed and 
with the certainty that world conditions will require us during the 
transition period to settled peace to maintain a real measure of our 
irdlitary strength, I caimot so recommend. The situation in the Pacific 
continues to have many elements of danger, and war-torn and disorgan- 
ized Europe is facing a diflScult winter season with scarcities of food, fuel 
and clothing. Our occupation forces in those areas must be held at safe 
levels, determined largely by General MacArthur and General Eisen- 
hower who are on the ground and familiar with the simation. We 
cannot stop the certain in-flow of replacements into the armed forces, 
without necessitating prolonged service of veteran soldiers. 

My great concern at the present moment is for those now in the 
armed forces whose war service has separated them from their homes 
and loved ones for extended periods. An unforgivable discrimination 
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would result, if we should favor those who have had no military service 
by suspending their induction at the cost of requiring further sacrifice 
from those who have already done their part. 

Based on the present unsetded conditions in Europe, the uncertainties 
of the Pacific, and decent consideration for all the men in the service 
who have borne the burden of the past years, I have approved contin- 
uation of inductions until such time as the Congress shall estabhsh the 
broad national policies to govern full demobilization, occupation and 
world security. 

While the question of how to provide adequate military forces and 
at the same time to restore veterans to their homes is a matter for 
determination by the Congress, it appears clear to me that we dare not 
depend solely on volunteers. The continuation of inductions through 
Selective Service at a rate depending upon the rate of volunteering is 
the only safe and acceptable solution. However, it is my view that 
these inductions should be for a two year period unless sooner dis- 
charged and should consist of men in the age group 18 to 25 inclusive. 

It is my firm conviction, which I believe is shared by the majority 
in this coimtry, that war veterans who do not volunteer to remain in 
the service should be discharged as soon as it is practicable to do so. This 
means that we must start at once to obtain personnel exclusive of these 
veterans to carry the burden of the occupational period. Volunteers 
should be procured in maximum numbers and the remainder of what- 
ever strength is required obtained by post V-J Day inductions through 
Selective Service. 

The War Department is stressing the procurement of volunteers to 
the utmost. How many will be obtained is problematical but from 
past experience and the most recent studies 300,000 appears to be the 
maximum to be expected by July next. Inductions, if continued at 
the present reduced rate, for the same period would produce approxi- 
mately 500,000 men. On this basis there will be not more than 800,000 
non-veterans and volunteers in the army next July. 

It is certain that 800,000 men will be insufficient to meet over-all 
requirements next July. General Eisenhower’s and General Mac- 
Arthur’s estimates alone total 1,200,000, exclusive of the numbers re- 
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quired for supporting troops in the United States and other areas. 
The difference between the 800,000 non-veterans and volunteers and 
whatever total strength is required must be made up by holding addi- 
tional numbers of vetcraiu in the service. It is evident that any curtail- 
ment in the number of Selective Service replacements will only accentu- 
ate the number of veterans who must be retained in the service. While 
it will not be possible to discharge all of them even under the proposed 
system as soon as we would like, we will have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that the program will give them the best opportunity we can pro- 
vide for their early return to civil life. 

One other matter which deserves the immediate consideration of 
your Committee is the question of when the “emergency” or “war” 
should be officially terminated. I must emphasize the danger that lies 
in a too early unqualified formal termination. Tragic conditions would 
result if we were to allow the period of military service to expire by 
operation of law while a substantial portion of our forces had not yet 
been returned from overseas. I am confident that the Congress will 
take no action which would place the armed forces in such a position. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: This is the text of identical letters J. May, Chairmen of the Senate and 
addressed to the Honorable Elbert D. House Committees on Military Affairs, 
Thomas and to the Honorable Andrew respectively. 


1 15 Memorandum Concerning Reimbursement of War 

Contractors for Wages Paid for Work on August 15 and 
16. August 28, 1945 

[ Released August 28, 1945. Dated August 24, 1945 ] 

Memorandum to the Director of Contract Settlement and the Contract- 
ing Agencies of the Government: 

When the news was received on August 14, 1945, that the Japanese 
had accepted the Potsdam declaration, a statement was issued from the 
White House that the days of August 15 and 16, 1945, would be de- 
clared holidays for war workers under Executive Order 9240, which 
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provides for holiday premium pay. An Executive Order effectuating 
this was subsequently issued; and the Secretary of Labor pubUcly ex- 
pressed my hope that war workers who did not work on those two 
days would be paid by their employers at straight-time rates. There 
was widespread observance of these holidays, which represented an 
appropriate recognition of the magnificent contribution made by war 
workers to our victory. 

In view of these actions, contractors who pay the war workers among 
their employees for time off taken during these two days should be reim- 
bursed by the Government to the extent that the Government is com- 
pensating these contractors on a cost basis. This would include the 
holders of cost-plus-a-fixed-fee or other cost-type war contracts, because 
such pay for time off is a reasonable and proper cost of performing such 
contracts. It would also include the holders of war contracts terminated 
for the Government’s convenience to the extent that the cost of pay 
for time off is applicable to terminated work. 

It would be impracticable to attempt any reimbursement on this 
account to the holders of fixed-price war contracts that are completed 
and not terminated, for this would involve making many thousands 
of minor contract amendments. Such contractors, moreover, are con- 
tinuing to receive the contract price for their product. 

Please take all necessary steps to effeemate the foregoing. 

Hakry S. Truman 

note: The text of Office of Contract was also released. The regulation is 
Settlement Regulation No. 20, giving published in the Federal Register (10 
effect to the President’s memorandum, F.R. 10985). 


1 16 The President’s News Conference of 
August 29, 1945 

THE PRESEDENT. I havc a rclcasc for you this morning which is being 
handed to you in the form of three documents. The release date is i 
o’clock today. 

[Reading] I have here reports on the Pearl Harbor disaster. One 
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is from the Army and one is from the Navy. The Navy report gives a 
“Finding of Facts” by a Navy Court of Inquiry. Attached to this Find- 
ing of Facts are indorsements by the Judge Advocate General of the 
Navy, Rear Admiral T. L. Gatch; Admiral E, J. King, Chief of Naval 
Operations, and the Secretary of the Navy. You vdll find a summation 
of the findings in the final indorsement by the Secretary of the Navy 
at the end of the document. 

From the Army vpe have the report of the Army Pearl Harbor Board 
and, bound separately, a statement by the Secretary of War. Certain 
criticisms of the Chief of Staff, General Marshall, appear in the report 
of the Army Pearl Harbor Board. You vi^ill notice in the Secretary’s 
statement, begiiming on page nineteen, that he takes sharp issue with 
this criticism of General Marshall, stating that the criticism “is en- 
tirely unjustified.” The conclusion of the Secretary of War is that 
General Marshall acted throughout this matter "with his usual “great 
skill, energy and efficiency.” I associate myself wholeheartedly with 
this expression by the Secretary of War. 

Indeed I have the fullest confidence in the skill, energy and efficiency 
of all our war leaders, both Army and Navy. \Ends reading] 

Now, these documents will be given to you. There is a lot of reading 
matter in them, and you have 2 hours to look them over before the 
release date comes. Any questions ? 

Q. Yes; can you give us a 30-word lead? [Laughter] 

THE PBESiDENT. I could give you a 300-word lead. [Laughter] 

Q. Are your remarks quotable — on the record? 

THE PRESIDENT. My remarks are on the record. We can have a copy 
of my statement prepared for you. It is on the record. 

Q. We have until i o’clock to 

THE PRESIDENT. You have imtil I o’clock to study these documents, 
and you can consult Mr. Ross and anybody else you wish to consult. 

Q. Is what you are trying to clear up, sir, also for i o’clock release? 

THE PRESIDENT. They are all for i o’clock release; everything in con- 
nection with it is for i o’clock release. That is to give you time to look 
these things over so you won’t have to go off half cocked. 

Q. I suppose the documents are pretty well self-explanatory? 
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THE PRESIDENT. They are. 

Q. Do they present any action .? 

THE PRESIDENT. They State the facts so that there won’t be any more 
argument about what the facts are. 

Q. What is the stams on the court-martial matter .? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have nothing to say on the court-martial, except 
that if a court-martial is necessary, the gentlemen will have a prompt 
and fair trial. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us something about the circumstances 
surrounding the decision to make this public at this time ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, there has been a great deal of conversation in 
regard to Pearl Harbor and various boards have looked into the facts, 
and I just decided that the country is enrided to the facts. There is 
nothing there that needs to be covered up now that hostilities have 
ceased, and I think the sooner the press and the public know the facts 
the better off everybody will be. 

Any other questions .? 

Q. We still have a press conference tomorrow ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc Still have a press conference tomorrow, so you 
can cross-question me then on these documents if you care to. 
ILaughter"] 


note: President Truman’s twenty-first 
news conference was held in his office 
at 11:03 on Wednesday, August 
29, 1945. The White House Official 
Reporter noted that the following special 
guests attended this conference: Secre 
tary of State James F. Byrnes, Under 
Secretary of War Robert P. Patterson, 


Secretary of the Navy James V. For- 
restal. Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, 
Maj. M. F. Correa from the office of the 
Secretary of the Navy, Leo T. Crowley, 
Admimstrator of the Foreign Economic 
Administration, and George E. Allen, 
member, board of directors. War Dam- 
age Corporation. 


117 Letter to George E. Allen Concerning the Liquidation 
of War Agencies. August 30, 1945 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

As the various war agencies are dissolved from time to time, it will 
become necessary to liquidate such of their functions as are not trans- 
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ferred to the permanent Departments. This will involve unexpended 
funds, surplus personnel, and surplus equipment. 

Many suggestions have been made as to the most efficient and eco- 
nomical method of carrying on this liquidation. 

I have designated you as my Personal Representative to study the 
whole problem, and to make recommendations to me as to the best 
means of accomplishing liquidation. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Mr. George E. Allen, 1522 K Street NW., Washington 5, D.C.] 


1 18 The President’s News Conference of 
August 30, 1945 

THE PREsroENT. [i.] Byron Price has agreed to go to Germany in an 
advisory capacity on public relations. He is going with the approval 
of General Eisenhower and General Clay, and I am very happy that he 
is going, because I think he can be a great deal of help to that situation 
over there. 

[2.] In yesterday’s report which I handed to you I did not know at 
the time, because I hadn’t had time to read it completely myself, that 
there had been some aspersions cast on Cordell Hull. I want to agree 
fully and completely with Secretary Stimson on what he said about 
CordeU Hull. 

[3.] Ambassador Pauley this afternoon will hold a press conference 
at 3 p.m. on the reparations situation. I think it will be right interesting 
and instructive to those of you who are interested in reparations. 

Now if there are any questions 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, do you plan to confer with General de Gaulle 
again before he returns to France ? 

THE PREsroENT. I don’t know; if General de Gaulle returns to Wash- 
ington I may see him. 

[5.] Q. In a magazine article you wrote, or that appeared under 
your name, when you were a Senator 
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THE PRESIDENT. Things come back to haunt you! \lMughter\ 

Q» you said Admiral Kimmel and General Short were not on 

speaking terms. Admiral Kimmel subsequendy said that was a false 
statement. 

THE PRESIDENT. Apparendy, according to this report, it was not a 
statement of fact. I was speaking with the best information I had at 
the time. 

Q. Mr. President, was there any reason for putting out the report on 
the day that we entered Tokyo.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, no reason except that there was so much conver- 
sadon about it; there was no ulterior motive to it. 

Q. Mr. President, despite what you said yesterday, there are some 
very strong reports on the Hill and elsewhere that you are going to 
order the Army and Navy to institute a court-martial proceeding against 
certain people. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not. The matter has not been brought up to 
me. I don’t think I have authority to order a court-martial. I think 
it has to go through a form of procedure set up by Congress. 

Q. There is a lot of talk that indicates some of them think the 
gendemen, mentioning General Short and Admiral Ki m mel, should 
have a court-martial if for no other reason than to make their side 
public. 

THE PRESIDENT. If they Want it, I have no objection to it. I want 
everybody to be fairly treated. 

Q. You would like to see those fellows make their statement? 

THE PRESIDENT. Perfectiy satisfactory to me. 

Q. Is there any reason why they can’t make it without a court- 
martial? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will not put a muzzle on them. 

Q. Representative May represented the reports as a “whitewash.” 
Do you agree with that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I dou’t. I don’t think Representative May read the 
report. \Laughter\ If you read them very carefully, they are not a 
“whitewash.” 

Q. In that same article you discussed your feeling for need of unity 
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of command. In the light of these new reports is there anything more 
you would like to say about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Still in favor of unity of command, and always 
have been. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us about Mme. Chiang’s visit 
yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT. She was in to pay her respects before returning to 
China. We had a very pleasant visit on the situation in the Far East. 
She was very happy over the Russian-Chinese treaty, just as all of us 
are. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, did you happen to receive a petition from 
some people in Indiana, near Indianapolis, about a boy named Colby 
who has been sentenced to hang in Germany ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t remember receiving any such petition. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us about the 
general plans on what we are going to do to feed Europe this winter, 
now that lend-lease is 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t givc you the details on that. The plans are 
being studied and worked on. As soon as the British representatives 
come here from Great Britain I think we will work out a plan that 
will be satisfactory to all concerned. 

Q. You mean there will be an interim period between now and the 
time when the Bretton W oods monetary agreement begins ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s the present plan. 

Q. How much will that involve. 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t tcll you, because I haven’t the figures. 

[9.] Q. Will Byron Price be your representative or the representa- 
tive of one of the departments ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is my representative. 

[10.] Q. Have you any international assignment for Senator 
Maybank? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope Senator Maybank will stay in the Senate. He 
is a very excellent Senator. 

Q. We have that inference. 

Q. Did you know he wanted a diplomatic post? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No, I didn’t. He has never discussed the matter 
with me. 

[ii.] Q. Has Justice Roberts changed his mind about that inter- 
national appointment you wanted to give him.? 

THE PRESIDENT. He hasn’t made up his mind, and I would rather not 
discuss it until he does. 

[12.] Q. If we may return to the Pearl Harbor report for a moment, 
it seems to me that anyone who tries to make that clear to himself has 
a very tough time clarifying such things as why, when Stimson re- 
ported that they had told Hull that the Army and Navy wanted 3 
months more time, they didn’t know about it, and why, when Hull had 
broken with these people, that information was not relayed to Hawaii. 

THE PRESIDENT. I Wasn’t here then. 

Q. No, but I wondered if you were clear in your own mind. 

THE PRESIDENT. I have read it very carefully, and I came to the con- 
clusion that the whole thing is the result of the policy which the country 
itself pursued. The country was not ready for preparedness. Every 
time the President made an effort to get a preparedness program 
through Congress, it was stifled. Whenever the President made a state- 
ment about the necessity of preparedness, he was vilified for doing it. 
I think the country is as much to blame as any individual in this final 
situation that developed in Pearl Harbor. 

Q. May we have that in quotations, sir, exactly what you said ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

[13.] Q. Can you tell us anything more about the nature of Mr. 
Price’s duties? 

THE PRESIDENT. Oh, they just wanted an expert’s advice, and when 
Price’s job ceased over here, they asked that Price give us the benefit of 
his experience and advice. 

Q. Is that for the benefit of both radio and press ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Everything that has to do with public relations. 

Q. Does that apply to Great Britain? 

THE PRESIDENT. And to the United States also. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, there is one thing in the Army and Navy 
Board reports about Marshall and Stark telling President Roosevelt 
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they were not ready for war in November, and the Army report says 
that was transmitted November 27. 

THE PRESIDENT. I Only know what I see in the report. 

Q. Mr. President, that’s what made me think a court-martial would 
help to lay the whole thing out. 

THE PRESIDENT. It might — ^it might. I have no objection to a court- 
martial, but I don’t intend to order one. 

Q. Any reason now why the whole Roberts committee report ^ should 
not be released ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Only that there is still some information that should 
not be divulged that has nothing to do with the Pearl Harbor situation. 
It is the system by which we get information. We need that source of 
information now as we needed it then. 

Q. Mr. President, in all the pages of the volumes there is not a word 
about the two privates who gave the warning. 

THE PRESIDENT. They have been promoted; one is a lieutenant and 
the other a sergeant, I think. 

Q. The lieutenant who said “Forget it” is a lieutenant colonel. 

THE PRESIDENT. Ishe.? I didn’t know that. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, do you plan any early recommendation on 
the St. Lawrence Seaway .? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I do. I will let you know about it when I get it 
ready. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us further about the interim 
plan you have in mind between lend-lease and— which departments 
are working on it.!* 

THE PRESIDENT. State, FEA, and War Department. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, do you have any idea when the 52 pages 
deleted from the Army report will be made public ? “ 

THE PREsroENT. I dou’t think they ever will be. 

*The report “Attack TTpcn Pearl Harbor by Japanese Armed Forces” of the Commission 
appointed by President Roosevelt and headed by Associate Justice Owen J. Roberts is printed 
in Senate Document 159 (77 Cong., 2d sess ) 

« Chapter V of the report of the Army Pearl Harbor Board (released by the President 
to the press at his news conference of August 29) was omittedi in accordance with the 
Secretary of War's statement of that date, which the President also released. The 
missing 52 pages were made public by Secretary of War Patterson on October 5, 1945. 
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Q. Why? 

THE PRESIDENT. For the reason I just told you; there are sources of 
information to be protected. 

[18.] Q. Did Mme. Chiang talk with you about the relations of 
China with America and a meeting between you and the Generalissimo ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Generalissimo would like very much to see me, 
and I would like very much to see him , but no definite plans were 
made for a visit either way. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s twenty-sec- tended this conference: Secretary of 
ond news conference was held in his State James F. Byrnes, Fleet Admiral 
oflSce at the White House at 10 aun. on William D. Leahy, and Mrs. Alfred 
Thursday, August 30, 1945. The (Frances) Burns, a reporter on the 
White House OfiScial Reporter noted Boston Globe who was writing a special 
that the following special guests at- story on the President. 


1 19 Letter to Byron Price Requesting Him To Study 

Relations Between U.S. Forces of Occupation and the 
German People. August 30, 1945 
Dear Mr. Price: 

In accordance with our previous discussions, I am asking you to go 
to Germany as my personal representative to survey the general subject 
of relations between the American forces of occupation and the German 
people. You are hereby authorized to visit any place you deem neces- 
sary for this purpose. 

I hope you will place yourself at the disposal of General Eisenhower 
and General Clay for such advice and help as they may want in this 
field. 

At the end of your assignment, the duration of which you yourself 
will determine, I request you to submit to me your report and 
recommendations. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Byron Price, Washington, D.C.] 

note: Mr. Price’s report, dated November 9, 1945, was released on November 28. 
See Item 201. 
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120 Statement by the President Upon Signing Order 
Concerning Government Information Programs. 

August 31, 1945 

I HEAVE today signed an Executive Order abolishing the Office of 
War Information. 

This agency and its able personnel, under the leadership of Elmer 
Davis, have made an outstanding contribution to victory. Our military 
commanders have acclaimed its psychological warfare work as a power- 
ful weapon against the enemy. Its other overseas activities have aided 
our whole effort in the foreign field. 

In its domestic activities, OWI has performed an invaluable service 
in coordinating the Government’s wartime information and in utiliz- 
ing the generous contribution of private press, radio, motion pictures, 
advertising and other facilities to inform the American people about 
their Government’s wartime programs. 

Although it is possible to curtail wartime governmental information 
activities, some of our foreign information operations will continue to 
be necessary. 

Along with the international information functions of the OWI, this 
order also transfers to the Department of State the foreign information 
functions of the Office of Inter-American Affairs. The nature of pres- 
ent day foreign relations makes it essential for the United States to main- 
tain informational activities abroad as an integral part of the conduct 
of our foreign affairs. 

I have asked the Secretary of State to study our foreign informational 
needs, and to formtJate during the remainder of this calendar year, 
the program which he considers should be conducted on a continuing 
basis. 

The Office of Inter-American Affairs has played a major role in 
strengthening the relationships between the United States and the other 
American republics. As distinct from the informational activities, the 
work which the OIAA has been carrying on cooperatively with the 
governments of Latin American countries in public health, agriculture, 
and other fields will be continued by that agency. 
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To the fullest possible extent, American private organizations and 
individuals in such fields as news, motion pictures and co mmu nications 
will, as in the past, be the primary means of informing foreign peoples 
about this country. The government’s international information pro- 
gram will not compete with them. 

Instead it will be designed to assist American private enterprises en- 
gaged in the dissemination of information abroad, and to supplement 
them in those specialized informational activities in which co mm ercial 
or other limitations make it difficult for private concerns to carry on all 
necessary information work. 

This Government will not attempt to outstrip the extensive and 
growing information programs of other nations. Rather, it will en- 
deavor to see to it that other peoples receive a full and fair picture of 
American life and of the aims and policies of the United States 
government. 

The domestic work of OWI, such as cooperation with the press, radio, 
motion pictures, and other informational media in explaining govern- 
mental programs is no longer as necessary as it was. This order dis- 
continues these activities and provides for the liquidation of OWI 
itself. 

Hereafter each government agency will deal directly with the various 
private informational fadKties. Certain prewar information activities, 
placed in the OWI as a wartime measure, such as the publication of 
the United States Government Manual and answering inquiries from 
the public, are transferred by this order to the Bureau of the Budget. 


121 Statement by the President: Labor Day. 

September i, 1945 

SIX YEARS AGO the workers of the United States, and of the world, 
awoke to a Labor Day m a world at war. The democracies of Western 
Europe had just accepted the challenge of totalitarianism. We m the 
United States had two years of grace, but the issue was squarely joined 
at that hour, as we now know. There was to be no peace until tyranny 
had been outlawed. 
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Today we stand on the threshold of a new world. We must do our 
part in nnaking this world what it should be — z world in which the 
bigotries of race and class and creed shall not be permitted to warp 
the souls of men. 

We enter upon an era of great problems, but to live is to face prob- 
lems. Our men and women did not falter in the task of saving freedom. 
They will not falter now in the task of making freedom secure. And 
high in the ranks of these men and women, as a grateful world will 
always remember, are the workers of all free nations who produced the 
vast equipment with which victory was won. 

The tasks ahead are great, and the opportunities are equally great. 
Your Goveriunent is determined to meet those tasks and fulfill those 
opportunities. 

We recognize the importance and dignity of labor, and we recognize 
the right of every American citizen to a wage which will permit him 
and his dependents to maintain a decent standard of living. 


122 Radio Address to the American People After the Signing 
of the Terms of Unconditional Surrender by Japan. 
September i, 1945 

[ Broadcast from the White House at lo pan. ] 

My fellow Americans, and the Supreme Allied Commander, General 
Mac Arthur, in Tokyo Bay: 

The thoughts and hopes of all America — ^indeed of all the civilized 
world— are centered tonight on the batdeship Missouri. There on that 
small piece of American soil anchored in Tokyo Harbor the Japanese 
have just ofi&cially laid down their arms. They have signed terms of 
unconditional surrender. 

Four years ago, the thoughts and fears of the whole civilized world 
were centered on another piece of American soil — ^Pearl Harbor. The 
mighty threat to civilization which began there is now laid at rest. 
It was a long road to Tokyo— and a bloody one. 

We shall not forget Pearl Harbor. 
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The Japanese militarists will not forget the U.S.S. Missouri. 

The evil done by the Japanese war lords can never be repaired or 
forgotten. But their power to destroy and kill has been taken from 
them. Their armies and what is left of their Navy are now impotent. 

To all of us there comes first a sense of gratitude to Almi ghty God 
who sustained us and our Allies in the dark days of grave danger, 
who made us to grow from weakness into the strongest fighting force 
in history, and who has now seen us overcome the forces of tyranny 
that sought to destroy His civilization. 

God grant that in our pride of the hour, we may not forget the hard 
tasks that are still before us; that we may approach these with the 
same courage, zeal, and patience with which we faced the trials and 
problems of the past 4 years. 

Our first thoughts, of course— thoughts of gratefulness and deep 
obligation— go out to those of our loved ones who have been killed or 
maimed in this terrible war. On land and sea and in the air, American 
men and women have given their lives so that this day of ultimate victory 
might come and assure the survival of a civilized world. No victory 
can make good their loss. 

We think of those whom death in this war has hurt, taking from 
them fathers, husbands, sons, brothers, and sisters whom they loved. 
No victory can bring back the faces they longed to see. 

Only the knowledge that the victory, which these sacrifices have 
made possible, will be wisely used, can give them any comfort. It is 
our responsibility — ours, the living — to see to it that this victory shall 
be a monument worthy of the dead who died to win it. 

We think of all the millions of men and women in our armed forces 
and merchant marine all over the world who, after years of sacrifice 
and hardship and peril, have been spared by Providence from harm. 

We think of all the men and women and children who during these 
years have carried on at home, in lonesomeness and anxiety and fear. 

Our thoughts go out to the millions of American workers and busi- 
nessmen, to our farmers and miners — ^to all those who have built up 
this country’s fighting strength, and who have shipped to our Allies 
the means to resist and overcome the enemy. 


63981—61 19 
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Our thoughts go out to our civil servants and to the thousands of 
Americans who, at personal sacrifice, have come to serve in our Gov- 
ernment during these trying years; to the members of the Selective 
Service boards and ration boards; to the civilian defense and Red Cross 
workers; to the men and women in the USO and in the entertainment 
world— to all those who have helped in this cooperative struggle to 
preserve liberty and decency in the world. 

We think of our departed gallant leader, Franklin D. Roosevelt, de- 
fender of democracy, architect of world peace and cooperation. 

And our thoughts go out to our gallant Allies in this war: to those 
who resisted the invaders; to those who were not strong enough to 
hold out, but who, nevertheless, kept the fires of resistance alive within 
the souls of their people; to those who stood up against great odds and 
held the line, imtil the United Nations together were able to supply 
the arms and the men with which to overcome the forces of evil. 

This is a victory of more than arms alone. This is a victory of liberty 
over tyraimy. 

From our war plants rolled the tanks and planes which blasted their 
way to the heart of our enemies; from our shipyards sprang the ships 
which bridged all the oceans of the world for our weapons and supplies; 
from our farms came the food and fiber for our armies and navies and 
for our Allies in all the corners of the earth; from our mines and 
factories came the raw materials and the finished products which gave 
us the equipment to overcome our enemies. 

But back of it all were the will and spirit and determination of a 
free people— who know what freedom is, and who know that it is 
worth whatever price they had to pay to preserve it. 

It was the spirit of liberty which gave us our armed strength and 
which made our men invmcible ha batde. We now know that that 
spirit of libaty, the freedom of the individual, and the personal dignity 
of m a n, are the strongest and toughest and most enduring forces in all 
the world. 

And so on V-J Day we take renewed faith and pride in our own 
way of life. We have had our day of rejoicing over this victory. We 
have had our day of prayer and devotion. Now let us set aside V-J 
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Day as one of renewed consecration to the principles which have made 
us the strongest nation on earth and which, in this war, we have striven 
so mightily to preserve. 

Those principles provide the faith, the hope, and the opportunity 
which help men to improve themselves and thdr lot. Liberty does not 
make all men perfect nor all society secure. But it has provided more 
solid progress and happiness and decency for more people than any 
other philosophy of government in history. And this day has shown 
again that it provides the greatest strength and the greatest power which 
man has ever reached. 

We know that under it we can meet the hard problems of peace 
which have come upon us. A free people with free Allies, who can 
develop an atomic bomb, can use the same skill and energy and 
determination to overcome all the difficulties ahead. 

Victory always has its burdens and its responsibilities as well as 
its rejoicing. 

But we face the future and all its dangers with great confidence and 
great hope. America can build for itself a future of employment and 
security. Together with the United Nations, it can build a world of 
peace founded on justice, fair dealing, and tolerance. 

As President of the United States, I proclaim Sunday, September the 
second, 1945, to be V-J Day — ^the day of formal surrender by Japan. 
It is not yet the day for the formal proclamation of the end of the war 
nor of the cessation of hostilities. But it is a day which we Americans 
shall always remember as a day of retribution — as we remember that 
other day, the day of infamy. 

From this day we move forward. We move toward a new era of 
security at home. With the other United Nations we move toward a 
new and better world of cooperation, of peace and international good 
will and cooperation. 

God’s help has brought us to this day of victory. With His help we 
will attain that peace and prosperity for ourselves and all the world in 
the years ahead. 

note: The President’s address was part of the broadcast the surrender cere- 
monies on board the U.S.S. Missouri. 
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123 Radio Address to the Members of the Armed Forces, 
September 2, 1945 

[ Broadcast from the White House at 9:19 p.m. ] 

Men and women of the Armed Forces: 

I am speaking to you, the Armed Forces of the United States, as I did 
after V-Day in Europe,^ at a high moment of history. The war, to 
which we have devoted all the resources and all the energy of our 
country for more than three and a half years, has now produced total 
victory over all our enemies. 

This is a time for great rejoicing and a time for solemn contempla- 
tion. With the destructive force of war removed from the world, we 
can turn now to the grave task of preserving the peace which you gal- 
lant men and women have won. It is a task which requires our most 
urgent attention. It is one in which we must collaborate with our 
Allies and the other nations of the world. They are as determined as 
we are that war must be abolished from the earth if the earth, as we 
know it, is to remain. Civilization cannot survive another total war. 

I think you know what is in the hearts of your countrymen on this 
night. They are thousands of miles away from most of you. Yet they 
are close to you in deep gratitude and in a solemn sense of obligation. 
They remember— and I know they will never forget— those who have 
gone from among you, those who are maimed, those who, thank God, 
are still safe after years of fighting and suffering and danger. 

And I know that in this hour of victory their thoughts — ^like yours — 
are with your departed Commander in Chief, Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
This is the hour for which he so gallantly fought and so bravely died. 

I think I know the American soldier and sailor. He does not want 
gratitude or sympathy. He had a job to do. He did not like it. But 
he did it. And how he did it ! 

Now, he wants to come back home and start again the life he loves— 
a life of peace and quiet, the Hf e of the civilian. 

But he wants to know that he can come back to a good life. He wants 

^ There is no White House release of an address specifically directed to the Armed Forces 
after V-E Pay. The President may have been referring to his May 8 address to the Nation 
announcing the surrender of Germany. 
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to know that his children will not have to go back to the life of the 
foxhole and the bomber, the batdeship and the submarine. 

I speak in behalf of all your coimtrymen when I pledge you that we 
shall do everything in our power to make those wishes come true. 

For some of you, I am sorry to say, military service must continue for 
a time. We must keep an occupation force in the Pacific to clean out 
the militarism of Japan, just as we are cleaning out the militarism of 
Germany. The United Nations are determined that never again shall 
either of those countries be able to attack its peaceful neighbors. 

But the great majority of you will be returned to civilian life as soon 
as the ships and planes can get you here. The task of moving so many 
men and women thousands of miles to their homes is a gigantic one. 
It will take months to accomplish. You have my pledge that we will 
do everything possible to speed it up. We want you back here with 
us to make your contribution to our country’s welfare and to a new 
world of peace. 

The high tide of victory will carry us forward to great achievements 
in the era which lies ahead. But we can perform them only in a world 
which is free from the threat of war. We depend upon you, who have 
known war in all its horror, to keep this nation aware that only through 
cooperation among all nations can any nation remain wholly secure. 

On this night of total victory, we salute you of the Armed Forces 
of the United States — ^wherever you may be. What a job you have 
done! 

We are all waiting for the day when you will be home with us again. 

Good luck and God bless you! 


124 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Transmitting Proposed Reductions in Appropriations for 
Civilian War Agencies. September 5, 1945 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of 
Congress (i) proposed rescissions of portions of several war-related 
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appropriations available for the fiscal year 1946, amounting to 
$2,755,981,394, (2) proposed rescissions of portions of several contract 
authorizations available for the fiscal year 1946, amounting to $794,- 
561,208, (3) proposed reductions in the 1946 limitations on the admin- 
istrative expenses of several Government corporations and agencies, 
amounting to $9,318,307, (4) proposed provisions extending the avail- 
ability of several “national defense” appropriations to June 30, 1946, 

(5) a proposed provision returning a portion of funds of certain cor- 
porations to the United States Treasury, amounting to $1,190,500, and 

(6) a proposed provision authorizing the transfer of appropriated funds 
for the liquidation expenses of agencies. 

In making these recommendations for reductions in wartime appro- 
priations, I am sensitive to the responsibility which lies on Congress and 
the President to make such reductions in a way that will best serve the 
national interest We shall be impelled by a natural desire to reduce 
war appropriations quickly but in many cases the question of whether 
reductions should be made or to what extent they should be made will 
involve decisions on problems of major importance to the future well- 
being of the Nation which require time for careful consideration and 
resolution. 

With these considerations in coind it seems to me that a sound course 
is to take action to reduce appropriations only to the extent such reduc- 
tion can be entirely supported by conditions existing or clearly fore- 
seeable at the time. Where further reductions must be based partially 
on judgment as to unknown future conditions, I believe it is the 
soxmder course to delay them until their effect can be predicted with 
more reasonable assurance. 

I thus view this proposal as one of many which I shall make under 
the procedure for orderly reductions in war appropriations which Con- 
gress has provided by enacting section 303 of the Second Deficiency 
Appropriation Act of 1944. In a few days I shall transmit recom- 
mendations with respect to appropriations for the War and Navy 
Departments. I also plan another full review of war and war-related 
appropriations and a report to Congress on January 3, 1946, containing 
recommendations for further adjustments. In the meantime, I shall 
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proceed to take administrative action to the full extent of my authority 
to speed reduction in war and war-related activities. 

The details of this proposal are set forth in the letter of the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in whose comments 
and observations thereon I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Haxry S. Truman 


note: a White House release describ- 
ing the President’s proposal pointed out 
that 28 agencies were involved, that the 
recommended rescissions in war-related 
appropriations constituted a reduction 
of approximately 37 percent of current 
available balances of appropriations of 
$7,439,000,000, and that the recissions 


in contract authorizations constituted a 
reduction of about 58 percent. 

The details of the proposal, as set 
forth in the letter of the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget transmitted with 
the President’s letter, are printed in 
House Document 280 (79th Cong., ist 
sess.). 


125 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Harry L. Hopkins. September 5, 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

MR. HARRY L. HOPKINS performed services of outstanding value 
to the United States of America from December 1941 to July 1945. As 
Special Adviser to the President during critical months of World War 
II, he assumed tasks of utmost urgency and far-reaching consequence, 
lightening the burden of the Commander-in-Chief. He gave great 
assistance to the armed forces in their relationships with the Chief 
Executive, attacking with piercing imderstanding the tremendous prob- 
lems incident to the vast military operations throughout the world. As 
C h ai rman of the Munitions Assignment Board, he channeled material 
to all Allied forces with a skill measurable in terms of the steady suc- 
cesses which have been achieved in crushing Germany and closing with 
Japan in the final struggle. As Chairman of the President’s Soviet 
Protocol Committee, he determined supply quotas to be dispatched to 
Russia, accomplishing this mission with statesmanshiplike skill. At 
major conferences of world powers he threw his every effort toward 
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the speedy solution of weighty problems. With deep appreciation of 
the armed forces’ needs and broad knowledge of the Commander-in- 
Chiefs over-all policy, with exceptional ability to weld our Allies to 
the common purpose of victory over aggression, Mr. Hopkins made a 
selfless, courageous and objective contribution to the war effort. 

Harry S. Trxjman 

note: The presentation was made by ceremony also honoring Howard Bruce 
the President in the Rose Garden at the (see Item 126). 

White House at 12:30 pan., in a joint 


126 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Howard Bruce. September 5, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

MR. HOWARD BRUCE rendered exceptionally meritorious and dis- 
tinguished service to the War Department in the performance of duties 
of great responsibility from July 1942 to June 1945. As Director of 
Materiel, Army Service Forces, during one of the most critical periods 
of the war, and in other highly important positions on the staff of the 
Commanding General, Army Service Forces, he displayed exceptional 
initiative and resourcefulness, and greatly assisted in developing and 
managing the greatest military procurement program in history. His 
leadership in conceiving and bringing to peak efl&ciency the Supply 
Control System greatly improved Army procurement methods. His 
early endeavors to create an orderly program to conserve critical ma- 
terials helped alleviate supply shortages. His efforts in removing ob- 
stacles to production resulted in immediate and lasting improvement 
in the Army procurement program. With unusual perseverance and 
devotion to duty, Mr. Bruce contributed his energy and ability to the 
prosecution of the war. His accomplishments reflect great credit upon 
himself and the military service. 

Harry S. Truman 

note; The presentation was made by ceremony also honoring Harry Hopkins 
the President in the Rose Garden at the (see Item 125). 

White House at 12:30 pm., in a joint 

262 



Sept. 6 [128] 


Harry S. Truman, 

127 The President’s News Conference of 
September 5, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. I just Called you in to give you an announcement on the 
Roosevelt Memorial Association meeting over in the White House. It 
was well attended, and the various proposals for memorials were dis- 
cussed, and it was finally agreed to appoint a committee to nominate 
officers for the Roosevelt Memorial Association into an enlarged execu- 
tive committee and to study plans and call another meeting to report 
back to the Executive Committee again. And the committee ap- 
pointed — I was authorized to appoint the committee— was Mr. Hop- 
kins, chairman; Miss Perkins, Mr. Morgenthau, Mr. Walker, and 
Admiral Leahy. And that was the substance of the meeting. Now, I 
am going to have a press conference tomorrow, and I will let you ask 
me all the questions you want then. 

Reporter: Mr. President, it is going to be very pleasant to have you 
at the Byron Price dinner tomorrow night, at the Press Club, 

THE PRESIDENT. Isn’t that Saturday ? 

Reporter: No, tomorrow, Thursday. 

THE PRESIDENT. I’ll be there; but you must be careful of me. 
[Laughter] 

note: President Truman’s twenty-third the White House at 4 p.m. on Wednes- 
news conference was held in his ofSce at day, September 5, 1945- 


128 Special Message to the Ckingress Presenting a 21-Point 
Program for the Reconversion Period. 

September 6 , 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

I regret that you have been compelled to cut short your recess period. 
I know, however, that you have been just as eager as any of us to meet 
the problems which naturally have crowded down upon us with the 
surrender of the Japanese. 


63931 — - 61 - 


-20 
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You have cut short a well-merited vacation in order to do so. I hope 
that the American people realize as fully as I do, that from the very first 
days of the emergency, the Congress has most energetically and patriot- 
ically devoted its time, energies, and capabilities to the immediate prob- 
lems of war and to the long-range problems of peace. The legislative 
branch of the Government is entitled to its full share of credit and 
glory for the victory of the Allied armies. I wish to take this opportunity 
on behalf of the Nation to congratulate you on the great victory which 
has been won— in which you played so important a part. 

The Congress reconvenes at a time of great emergency. It is an 
emergency about which, however, we need have no undue fear if we 
exercise the same energy, foresight, and wisdom as we did in carrying 
on the war and winning this victory. 

The sudden surrender of the Japanese has not caught us unawares. 
President Roosevelt, as early as the Fall of 1943, began to set up 
machinery which he foresaw would become necessary to meet the 
reconversion period. The Congress in its wisdom has adopted some of 
that machinery by statute, and has improved and added to it. As a 
result. Government agencies, for some time, have been able to plan 
for the immediate and long-range steps which now have to be taken. 

As the Congress has undoubtedly noticed, many steps were taken 
immediately after the surrender of the Japanese. Many more have 
been taken since. 

The process of reconversion will be a complicated and diflScult one. 
The general line of approach to the problem is to achieve as full peace- 
time production and employment as possible in the most efficient and 
speedy manner. The following policies have been laid down and will 
be followed; 

(1) Demobilize as soon as possible the armed forces no longer needed. 

(2) Cancel and settle war contracts as quickly as possible. 

(3) Clear the war plants so as to permit contractors to proceed with 
peacetime production. 

(4) Hold the line on prices and rents until fair competition can 
operate to prevent ioflation and imdue hardship on consumers. 

(5) Hold wages in line where thdr increase would cause inflationary 
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price rises. Where price ceilings would not be endangered, collective 
bargaining should be restored. 

(6) Remove all possible wartime goveriunent controls in order to 
speed and encourage reconversion and expansion. 

(7) Keep only those controls which are necessary to help recon- 
version and expansion by preventing bottlenecks, shortages of material, 
and inflation. 

(8) Prevent rapid decrease of wage incomes or purchasing power. 

The major objective, of course, is to reestablish an expanded peace- 
time industry, trade, and agriculture, and to do it as quickly as possible. 

Obviously during this process there will be a great deal of inevitable 
imemployment. What we must do is to assist industry to reconvert to 
peacetime production as quickly and effectively as possible so that the 
number of unemployed -will be swiftly and substantially reduced as 
industry and business and agriculture get into high production. 

The Government is now doing what it can to hurry this reconversion 
process. 

Through contract termination procedures it is providing quick pay- 
ment to contractors. 

It has released controls on practically all materials which are neces- 
sary for peacetime production, reserving only those few in which there 
is still a critical shortage. 

It has m ade arrangements for credit facilities for industry. 

By plant and surplus property disposal, it is helping private enterprise 
to get started again. 

In the consumer field the Government has released controls over 
articles which were needed for the war in such large quantities that 
civilians had to go without. 

For the information of the Congress, I am submitting as an appendix 
to this message a report by the Director of War Mobilization and Re- 
conversion showing what has already been done by the Federal Govern- 
ment in reconversion.^ 

There is much that the Congress can do to help this process and to 

Mr« Snyder’s report, dated September 4, 1945, and entitled “The Transition : Phase 
One,” is printed with the (message in Honse Document 2821 C79th Cong., 1st sess.). 
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tide over the period between now and the time when reconversion is 
completed and civilian jobs are plentiful in a stable economy that pro- 
vides full production, full employment, and a high standard of living. 

I. UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

The end of the war came more swiftly than most of us anticipated. 
Widespread cut-backs in war orders followed promptly. As a result, 
there has already been a considerable number of workers who are be- 
tween jobs as war industries convert to peace. Other workers are re- 
turning to a 40-hour week and are faced with a corresponding reduction 
in take-home pay. 

This has led to a natural feeling of uneasiness among the rank and 
file of our people. Let me emphasize that there will be no reason for 
undue timidity. A vast backlog of orders may soon make possible the 
greatest peacetime industrial activity that we have ever seen. But this 
can happen only if the Congress and the administration move vigorously 
and courageously to deal with the economic problems which peace has 
created. Then there need be no reason to fear either the immediate 
future or the years that lie ahead of us. 

Determined action now will create the atmosphere of confidence 
which is so vital to a rapid reconversion with a minimum of unemploy- 
ment and hardship. 

No matter how rapidly reconversion proceeds, however, no amount 
of effort or planning will be able immediately to provide a job for 
everyone displaced from war work. Obviously, displaced war workers 
cannot find jobs until industry has been regeared and made ready to 
produce peacetime goods. During this lag the Government should 
provide help. The cost of this transition from war to peace is as much 
a part of the cost of war as the transition from peace to war — ^and 
we should so consider it. 

This course is recommended not only as a matter of justice and hu- 
manity, but also as a matter of sound business. Nothing would be more 
harmful to our economy than to have every displaced war worker stop 
buying consumer goods. And nothing would be more conducive to a 
large-scale cessation of buying than the feeling on the part of displaced 
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war workers that all their income had stopped and that their remaining 
financial resources had to be hoarded. 

For one group of those who may become unemployed in the near 
future — ^the demobilized veterans — ^the Congress has already made spe- 
cial provision. Any veteran who has satisfactorily completed 90 days 
of service is now entitled by law to a weekly unemployment allowance 
of $20 for as much as 52 weeks depending on the length of his service. 

By contrast, there are more than 15,000,000 workers not protected 
under our present unemployment insurance laws. There are many 
millions more for whom protection is inadequate. Many of these have 
been unable to accumulate adequate savings. 

On May 28, 1945, I recommended to the Congress that the Federal 
Government immediately supplement the unemployment insurance 
benefits now provided by the several States. That is the only feasible 
way to provide at least a subsistence payment in all parts of the United 
States during this coming unemployment period. 

As I pointed out then, the existing State laws relative to unemploy- 
ment insurance are inadequate in three respects: 

(1) Only about 30,000,000 of our 43,000,000 nonagricultural workers 
are protected by unemployment insurance. Federal Government em- 
ployees, for example, such as Federal shipyard and arsenal workers, 
are not covered. Nor are employees of small businesses and small in- 
dustrial establishments. Nor are the officers and men of the merchant 
marine who have braved enemy torpedoes and bombs to deliver sup- 
plies and the implements of war to our armed services and our allies. 

(2) The weekly benefit payments under many of the State laws are 
now far too low to provide subsistence and purchasing power for the 
workers and their families. Almost half of the States have the clearly 
inadequate maximum of $15 to $18 a week. 

(3) Many of the States pay benefits for too short a period. In more 
t han one-third of the States, for example, 18 weeks is the maximum. 

I recommended then, and I urgently renew my recommendation 
now, that the Congress take immediate action to make good these 
deficiencies for the present emergency period of reconversion. 

Specifically, coverage should be extended to include Federal em- 

267 



[ i 28] Sept. 6 Public Papers of the Presidents 

ployees, maritime workers, and other workers not now insured. This 
additional compensation during the present emergency will have to be 
financed entirely by the Federal Government but the benefits should 
appropriately be administered by the States. 

I also recommended, and I now repeat that recommendation, that 
the Congress provide, through supplementary Federal emergency bene- 
fit payments, additional xmemployment benefits so as to bring them 
up to adequate standards in all the States. All payments, however, 
should be made through the existing unemployment compensation 
machinery of the several States. 

During this emergency every eligible worker should be entitled to 
26 weeks of memployment benefits in any one year. The maximum 
weekly payment for those workers whose previous earnings were high 
enough, should be not less than $25 per week. 

If the Congress decides to take this very necessary step, it will also 
wish to reconsider and increase the imemployment allowance provided 
for veterans. 

There has been so much misrepresentation about this temporary pro- 
posal that I think I should categorically state what the bill does not do. 

It does not give everyone $25 a week. Under it, an applicant must 
be ready, willing, and able to work and must have earned wages hi gh 
enough so that the percentage rate will yield this maximum figure. 

It does not federalize the imemployment compensation system. It 
leaves it with the States. 

It is not intended to take the place of the permanent amendmt-nfs to 
the unemployment compensation system which are now being studied 
by the Congress. It is an emergency measure designed to expand the 
present system without changing its principles. It is designed only to 
meet the immediate pressing human problems of reconversion. 

This recommendation is not to be confused with the broader question 
of extending, expanding, and improving our entire social security pro- 
gram of which unemployment insurance is only a part I expect to 
communicate with the Congress on this subject at a later date. But 
I sincerely urge that we do not wait for consideration of such a complex 
question before enacting this much needed emergency legislation. 
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2. FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT 

In addition to those workers who will temporarily lose their jobs, 
there will be millions of others whose incomes will fall sharply with 
the end of war production. These will be added to the several milli on 
wage earners who even now have hourly earnings much below what 
is necessary for a decent standard of hving. 

The inadequacy of these wages, in many cases, has been temporarily 
concealed by wartime increases in take-home pay resulting from over- 
time work. As these props to income are removed, however, low- 
wage earners will be hard pressed to feed, clothe, and house their fam- 
ilies. This jSies in the face of a sound public policy. Failure to correct 
this situation will slow down, if it will not actually stop, our drive to- 
ward an expanding market for business and agriculture. 

The foundations of a healthy national economy cannot be secure 
so long as any large section of our working people receive substandard 
wages. The existence of substandard wage levels sharply curtails the 
national purchasing power and narrows the market for the products 
of our farms and factories. 

In the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, the Congress adopted a 
program intended to provide a minimum wage standard for a large 
number of American workers. 

In that statute, the Congress declared it to be our national policy to 
eliminate, from interstate industry, wage levels detrimental to the 
maintenance of minimum standards of living. The establishment then 
of a minimum wage of 25 cents per hour represented a first step toward 
the realization of that policy. The goal of 40 cents per hour, which 
under the act was to be made effective by 1945, was actually made fuUy 
effective more than a year ago by the voluntary action of the industry 
committees. 

I believed that the goal of a 40 cent minimum was inadequate when 
established. It has now become obsolete. 

Increases in the cost of living since 1938 and changes in our national 
wage structure, require an immediate and substantial upward revision 
of this minimum. Only in that way can the objectives of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act be realized, the national purchasing power pro- 
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tected, and an economy of full production and abundance preserved 
and maintained for the American people. 

The high prosperity which we seek in the postwar years will not be 
meaningful for all our people if any large proportion of our industrial 
wage earners receive wages as low as the minimum now sanctioned by 
the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

I therefore recommend that the Congress amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act by substantially increasing the minimum wage specified 
therein to a level which will eliminate substandards of living, and as- 
sure the maintenance of the health, eflSiciency, and general well-being of 
workers. 

The scope of the Fair Labor Standards Act also should be clarified 
and extended. In view of changes which have occurred since 1938 , 1 
believe it is no longer necessary to exclude from the minimum wage 
program the large number of workers engaged in agricultural process- 
ing who are now excluded. There now exists a twilight zone in which 
some workers are covered, and others, doing similar work, are not. Ex- 
tension of coverage would benefit both workers and employers by 
removing competitive inequities. 

Our achievements in this field during the last seven years of estab- 
lishing minimum wages have been gratifying; but we must continue 
to move forward, step by step. 

I urge that the Congress act promptly. The wage structure on which 
businessmen may make future plans should be settled quickly. 

3. WARTIME CONTROLS 

One of the outstanding achievements of the war has been the success 
of the Government m holding the line against inflation. This is the 
first time in any major war that the United States has been able sub- 
stantially to stabilize its economy. 

That fact now permits us to enter into the diBScult period of read- 
justment without the threat of a disastrous price collapse. 

For this result much credit is due to the Congress, which in the face 
of great insistence from many interested pressure groups refused stead- 
fastly to take the easy way. 
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Great credit is due to the Office of Economic Stabilization, the War 
Labor Board, the Office of Price Administration, the War Food Ad- 
ministration, the War Production Board, and the other stabilization 
agencies. Despite great pressure and often unjust abuse, they con- 
tinued to hold the line for the benefit of the great mass of Americans. 

And above all, great credit is due to the people of the United States, 
the great body of average citizens, who, for four difficult years and 
with only a few exceptions, subordinated their personal interest to the 
long-range interest of the Nation as a whole. 

Many of the demands of the war for commodities have now de- 
creased. They will decrease further during the initial period of un- 
employment which will come with the cancellation of war contracts. 
As a result, prices of some commodities are bound to soften. But if 
that happens in the next few months, we cannot allow ourselves to be 
misled. We must keep in mind the experience of the period immedi- 
ately after the first World War. After a lull of a few months follow- 
ing the Armistice of 1918, prices turned upward, scrambling for inven- 
tories started, and prices soon got completely out of hand. We found 
ourselves in one of the worst inflations in our history, culminating in the 
crash of 1920 and the disastrous deflation of 1920 and 1921. 

We must be sure this time not to repeat that bitter mistake. When 
reconversion really gets under way, and men go back to work, and 
payrolls increase, and the pent-up demands of the war years at home 
and abroad for peacetime products begin to make themselves felt, we 
shall face the same scramble for goods, the same speculative excesses 
that developed in 1919. We must be in a position to overcome that 
danger if we expect to achieve an orderly transition to peacetime levels 
of full production and full employment. However, we must not al- 
low inflationary dangers to obscure our vision of the possibilities of lower 
incomes and widespread imemployment. Our policy must guard 
against both contingencies. 

Immediately after the Japanese decision to surrender, the Office of 
Price Administration moved promptly to eliminate rationing on gaso- 
line, fuel oil, stoves, and processed foods. 

During the transition period the Price Administrator, of course, will 
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elimina te rationing and price controls on one commodity after another 
just as soon as supply comes into balance with demand. At the same 
time he will make whatever price adjustments are required to facilitate 
rapid reconversion and reemployment. 

However, it will be necessary for him to continue to resist unreason- 
able pressures for higher prices on some commodities, just as he has 
resisted them all through the war. In resisting these pressures and in 
carrying out his difficult responsibilities, I must state clearly that he 
has both my backing and my confidence. 

It will similarly be necessary for the Government to resist pressures 
for increases in wage rates which would imperil price ceilings. 

Without some general stabilization the consumer cannot be protected. 
Without stabilization, reconversion cannot proceed as rapidly as it 
should; for stability of cost is indispensable to sound business planning. 

The price control and stabilization program has received the back- 
ing of the great majority of businessmen throughout the war period. 
With few exceptions, business groups have realized clearly their own 
personal stake and the stake of our basic economy in the success of the 
anti-inflation program. 

During the months that lie ahead, however, some groups in business 
may be tempted to substitute for this long-range wartime thinking, a 
short-range policy designed to secure prices high enough to provide 
immediate profits over and above thek temporarily high costs of pro- 
duction due to their initial low volume. 

These pressures must be resisted. Prices must be held firmly on re- 
conversion items as well as on cost of living items during the coming 
months. 

The American people are entided to a firm assurance not only on 
the part of the Administration, but from the Congress itself, that rents 
and the prices of clothing, food, and other essentials will be held in line. 
They are also entitled to buy washing machines, vacuum cleaners, auto- 
mobiles and other products at prices based on our traditional system 
of high output and low unit costs. 

The promise of good profits for businessmen must not be based on 
small initial volume. It must be based on the full all-out production 
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whicii it is my belief that American industry will rapidly achieve. 

Because of heavy wartime needs, it has been necessary to allocate 
available supplies of many foods among various claimanrs within this 
country, and among other countries. It has been necessary to set aside 
large blocks of specified commodities in order to ma ke these commodi- 
ties available for military and other essential needs. Rationing of food 
for consumers has been necessary in the interest of fair distribution. 

Many of these controls have already been eliminated and all remain- 
ing allocations, set-asides, and rationing will be removed as rapidly as 
the supply situation will permit. 

However, suppHes of some of our principal foods will continue be- 
yond the end of 1945 to be too small for the demand. 

For example, the world will be short of requirements for fats and 
oils and sugar for some months, and allocations and rationing wiU 
probably have to be continued into 1946. We must not move so rapidly 
as to endanger the orderly distribution of goods on which we have based 
our living during the emergency. 

Let me add that in no case should rationing controls be removed 
if by so doing we should jeopardize our relief shipments to Europe 
and other distressed war areas. We have a moral obligation to the 
people of these liberated areas. More than that, our own enlightened 
self-interest tells us that hungry people are rarely advocates of democ- 
racy. The rehabilitation of these coirntries, and indeed the removal 
of American occupational troops, may be unnecessarily delayed if we 
fail to meet these responsibilities during the next few months. 

During the reconversion period and as long as shortages in certain 
materials other than food continue, the War Production Board will 
have to support the stabilization program as it has done during the 
past four years. 

It must be in a position to take action where necessary, to increase 
scarce materials and facilities, break bottlenecks, channel production to 
meet essential needs, safeguard the opportunities for small business 
concerns, and, above all, to control inventories so as to prevent specu- 
lative hoarding and unbalanced distribution. 

As the Congress knows, the War Production Board has already re- 
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moved a great majority of the controls which were in force during the 
war, and many more will be removed during the next few months. 

I trust that the Congress will agree, however, that the controls which 
still remain and which are sdll considered necessary by the agency 
charged with responsibility should not be removed until the need for 
them disappears. The need to control a few critical materials which 
the war has caused to be in short supply will continue for some time 
until adequate supplies are again available. Foremost among these 
materials are tin and crude rubber. 

It will also be necessary for some period to prevent the hoarding of 
items now badly needed and in great demand for the civilian econ- 
omy. Many critical shortages can be avoided by the extension of gen- 
eral inventory controls which would prevent the accumulation of 
unreasonably large stocks in the hands of a few. This will speed the 
reconversion program and will also greatly assist in avoiding inflation 
of the price structure. 

The extension of one further type of control should have considera- 
tion at this time. In the national interest, this Government has made 
and should continue to make agreements for securing our fair share 
of materials from certain foreign sources and also agreements for sup- 
plying various materials and products abroad. The Government should 
have authority to assure the carrying out of such commitments. 

These production and inventory controls, as well as the allocations 
of food, set-asides of commodities, and rationing among consumers 
have been set up under the Second War Powers Act. 

Most of the provisions of this act expire on December 31, 1945. 

I am convinced that an orderly transition to a peacetime economy 
will require the use of some of these controls after the first of the year. 

I request the Congress, therefore, to extend the provisions of the 
Second War Powers Act, either in its present form or with appro- 
priate limitations, preserving the powers necessary to achieve the ob- 
jectives I have outlined. 

The Congress has my definite assurance that none of these war powers 
will be exercised by the executive branch of the Government unless 
they are deemed essential to the attaiiunent of the objective of an 
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orderly stabilized reconversion. The Congress should, of course, if it 
extends the statute, reserve the right to terminate it by legislation at 
any time it deems necessary. 

I hope that the Congress will not delay the extension of this authority. 
Delay would retard reconversion by creating uncertainty on the part 
of business as to whether necessary controls will be retained or not. 
Businessmen, in planning for next year’s activities, will be assisted 
greatly by knowing in advance whether or not the Government is going 
to keep a firm hand at the brakes to prevent inflation. 

The termination of the wartime food subsidies, for which a total of 
$1,798,000,000 has been authorized for the current year, is one of the 
important problems in reconversion. Agencies dealing directly with 
this problem are now meeting jointly to determine in what order and 
at what time these food subsidies may be eliminated without an imdue 
disturbance to farm income or living costs. 

Subsidies for purposes other than food are also being reviewed by 
the agencies concerned, who are collecting the necessary data for an 
orderly liquidation at the earliest date compatible with the stabilization 
program. 

Those subsidies which were designed originally to stimulate increased 
production should not be removed at a time or in a maimer to incite 
inflation and upset our economy. 

I have directed that early reports be made on this important problem. 

4. WAR POWERS AND EXECUTIVE AGENCIES REORGANIZATION 

I should like to bring to the attention of the Congress the legal dif- 
ficulties that will arise unless care is taken in the drafting of legislation 
terminating wartime controls and wartime agencies. 

I have asked the Attorney General to prepare a report on the prin- 
cipal statutes that confer wartime powers and on the various wartime 
agencies, with particular reference to the circumstances under which 
each terminates. 

A copy of this memorandum ^ is attached for the information of the 

iThe report of the Attorney General to the President, in the form of a letter dated 
September 1, 1940, is printed with the message in House Document 282 C79th Cong., 1st 
sess.), 
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Congress. It is an able and comprehensive summary of the applicable 
laws. 

Your attention is particularly called to the statement in the opinion 
of the Attorney General to the effect that the broad basis of govern- 
mental power on which the existing emergency and wartime statutes 
rest has not been terminated by the unconditional surrender of our 
enemies. 

Certain of the wartime statutes which have been made effective “in 
time of war,” “during the present war,” or “for the duration of the war” 
continue to be effective until a formal state of peace has been restored, 
or until some earlier termination date is made applicable by appropriate 
governmental action. Another group of statutes which by their pro- 
visions terminate “upon the cessation of hostilities” or “upon termina- 
tion of the war,” will in fact and in law terminate only by a formal 
proclamation to that effect by the President or by appropriate con- 
gressional action. 

From time to time action will be taken with respect to these agencies, 
with the general objective of streamlining the Government into a peace- 
time organization as quickly as possible. 

The time has not yet arrived, however, for the proclamation of the 
cessation of hostilities, much less the termination of the war. Needless 
to say, such proclamations will be made as soon as circumstances permit. 

It has been necessary during the course of the war to make numerous 
important redistributions of functions among executive agencies. 

This has been accomplished by the President mider the authority 
of title I of the First War Powers Act. This act expires six months 
after the termination of the war, or at such earlier time as may be 
designated by appropriate governmental action. 

If the Congress or the President were formally to declare the present 
war terminated, it would automatically cause all the steps taken under 
the First War Powers Act with respect to the war agencies to expire, 
and would have the Government revert automatically to its preexisting 
status six months after the declaration. 

If this were to occur, it would cause great confusion and chaos in the 
Government. 
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It is the policy of this administration not to exercise wartime powers 
beyond the point at which it is necessary to exercise them. 

Similarly, the wartime agencies of the Government will not be al- 
lowed to continue to perform functions not required by present 
conditions. 

Those functions of the wartime agencies which must be retained 
during part or all of the period of reconversion should be transferred 
as promptly as practicable to the permanent departments and agencies 
of the Government. The remaining functions, appropriate only to the 
crisis through which we have passed, should be terminated in an 
orderly, systematic fashion as soon as possible. 

A program of winding up wartime agencies and distributing their 
functions on a peacetime basis is now being pursued under the powers 
vested in the President by tide I of the First War Powers Act. 

Therefore, I urge that the Congress do not yet adopt a resolution 
proclaiming the termination of the war or the termination of the emer- 
gency or the cessation of hostilities. Such a resolution would auto- 
matically cause the death of many war powers and wartime agencies 
before we are ready. 

At the same time I recognize that the Congress may wish to repeal 
certain specific wartime statutes. If this is to be done, the repeal should 
be on a selective basis, through the adoption of specific statutes dealing 
with each wartime power which the Congress decides should be 
ternainated. 

In my message dated May 24, 1945, it was recommended that per- 
manent legislation be enacted which would authorize the President to 
submit to the Congress, from time to time, plans providing for the 
reorganization of executive agencies, each such plan to become effective 
unless the Congress should reject it by concurrent resolution. 

This type of joint action by the Congress and the President has 
produced, and will produce, far better results than can be achieved 
by the usual legislative process in the field of executive reorganization. 
If proper progress is to be made, it is necessary to permit the President 
to lay out the machinery for carrying out his responsibility for the 
conduct of the executive branch, subject to rejection by the two Houses 
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of Congress. Executive initiative, subject to congressional veto, is an 
effective approach to governmental reorganization. 

The responsibility of conducting the executive branch rests upon 
the President. It is fair and eflEcient to permit him to lay out the 
machinery for carr3dng out that responsibility. 

The means for doing this should be generally along the lines of the 
Reorganization Act of 1939, which gives the initiative to the President, 
but reserves power to the Congress by a majority vote to nullify any 
action of the President which does not meet Avith its approval. 

Considerable progress was made in efi&ciency of government under 
this Reorganization Act of 1939, I recommend that such powers be 
made of permanent duration and that the legislation be sufficiendy 
flexible to permit any kind of adjustment for which necessity may 
arise. 

It is clear to all of us that the Government has a difficult and im- 
portant task in the years which lie ahead. Our Government belongs 
to the people and the people have a right to expect from their Govern- 
ment the greatest possible efficiency in carrying out its task. 

Our Government has never been as efficient as we should like to see 
it. To some degree this may be charged to the size of some of the 
tasks assigned to it. To some extent, it is also due to the lack of trained 
Government personnel and the low salaries paid to Government 
officials. 

There is no question that the war has taught us a great deal about 
Government administration. There is still, however, much room for 
improvement. 

I have undertaken direedy through the members of the Cabinet 
and also through the Directors of the Office of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion and the Bureau of the Budget to emphasize the need 
for more efficient operation in all the executive branches of the Govern- 
ment. I have requested them to examine administrative procedures, 
and to speed up and simplify their operations to the maximum practical 
degree. 

I have also requested the Bureau of the Budget to examine closely 
with each department and agency head, the actual needs of his office 
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following the surrender of Japan. They have been asked to reduce 
budgets promptly and fully wherever cuts are indicated. The Bureau 
of the Budget is now completing studies which will result in reductions 
of millions of dollars in the expense of operating our Government. 

We must continue relentlessly this program for increased Govern- 
ment efficiency. The Congress can depend upon the Executive to push 
this program with the utmost vigor. 

5. FULL EMPLOYMENT 

I am confident that, with the cooperation of American industry, 
labor, and agriculture, we can bridge the gap between war and peace. 

When we have reconverted our economy to a peacetime basis, how- 
ever, we shall not be satisfied with merely our prewar economy. The 
American people have set high goals for their own future. They have 
set these goals high because they have seen how great can be the pro- 
ductive capacity of our country. 

The levels of production and income reached during the war years 
have given our citizens an appreciation of what a full production peace- 
time economy can be. 

They are not interested in boom prosperity— -for that only too often 
leads to panic and depression. But they are interested in providing 
opportunity for work and for ultimate security. 

Government must do its part and assist industry and labor to get 
over the line from war to peace. 

That is why I have asked for unemployment compensation legislation. 

That is why I now ask for full-employment legislation. 

The objectives for our domestic economy which we seek in our long- 
range plans were summarized by the late President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt over a year and a half ago in the form of an economic bill of rights. 
Let us make the attainment of those rights the essence of postwar 
American economic life. 

I repeat the statement of President Roosevelt: 

In our day these economic truths have become accepted as self-evident. We 
have accepted, so to speak, a second bill of rights under which a new basis of 
seemrity and prosperity can be established for all — ^regardless of station, race, or 
creed. 
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Among these are: 

The right to a useful and remunerative job in the industries, or shops or farms 
or mines of the Nation. 

The right to earn enough to provide adequate food and clothing and recreation. 

The right of every farmer to raise and sell his products at a return which will 
give him and his family a decent living. 

The right of every businessman, large and small, to trade in an atmosphere of 
freedom from unfair competition and domination by monopolies at home or 
abroad. 

The right of every family to a decent home. 

The right to adequate medical care and the opportunity to achieve and enjoy 
good health. 

The right to adequate protection from the economic fears of old age, sickness, 
accident, and unemployment. 

The right to a good education. 

All of these rights spell security. And after this war is won we must be pre- 
pared to move forward, in the implementation of these rights, to new goals of 
human happiness and well-being. 

America’s own rightful place in the world depends in large part upon how fully 
these and similar rights have been carried into practice for our citizens. For 
unless there is security here at home there cannot be lasting peace in the world. 

I shall from time to time communicate with the Congress on some 
of the subjects included in this enumeration of economic rights. 

Most of them, in the last analysis, depend upon full production and 
full employment at decent wages. 

There has been much discussion about the necessity of continuing 
full employment after the war if we hope to continue in substantial 
degree the prosperity which came with the war years. The time has 
come for action along these lines. 

To provide jobs we must look first and foremost to private enter- 
prise— to industry, agriculture, and labor. Government must inspire 
enterprise with confidence. That confidence must come mainly 
through deeds, not words. 

But it is clear that confidence will be promoted by certain assur- 
ances given by the Government: 

Assurance that all the facts about full employment and opportunity 

will be gathered periodically for the use of all. 

Assurance of stability and consistency in public policy, so that 
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enterprise can plan better by knowing what the Government intends 
to do. 

Assurance that every governmental policy and program •will be 
pointed to promote maximum production and employment in private 
enterprise. 

Assurance that priority will be given to doing those things first 
which stimulate normal employment most. 

A national reassertion of the right to work for every American citizen 
able and willing to work — ^a declaration of the ultimate duty of Gov- 
ernment to use its own resources if all other methods should fail to 
prevent prolonged unemployment— these will help to avert fear and 
establish full employment. The prompt and firm acceptance of this 
bedrock public responsibility will reduce the need for its exercise. 

I ask that full employment legislation to provide these vital assur- 
ances be speedily enacted. Such legislation should also provide ma- 
chinery for a continuous full-employment policy— to be developed and 
pursued in cooperation among industry, agriculture, and labor, between 
the Congress and the Chief Executive, between the people and their 
Government. 

Full employment means full opportunity for all under the Ameri- 
can economic system— nothing more and nothing less. 

In human terms, full employment means opportimity to get a good 
peacetime job for every worker who is ready, able, and willing to take 
one. It does not mean made work, or making people work. 

In econo mi c terms, full employment means full production and the 
opportunity to sell goods— all the goods that industry and agriculture 
can produce. 

In Government terms, full employment means opportunity to reduce 
the ratio of pubKc spending to private investment •without sacrificing 
essential services. 

In world-wide terms, full employment in America means greater 
economic security and more opportunity for lasting peace throughout 
the world. 

These goals and the machinery to carry them out are set forth in 
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legislation now pending before the Congress on which extensive public 
hearings have been held. The country justifiably expects early action 
along these lines. 

6. FAIR EMPLOYMEOT PRACTICE COMMITTEE 

During the years of war production we made substantial progress in 
overcoming many of the prejudices which had resulted in discrimina- 
tions against minority groups. 

Many of the injustices based upon considerations of race, religion, 
and color were removed. Many were prevented. Perfection was not 
reached, of course, but substantial progress was made. 

In the reconversion period and thereafter, we should make every 
effort to continue this American ideal. It is one of the fundamentals 
of our political philosophy, and it should be an integral part of our 
economy. 

The Fair Employment Practice Committee is continuing during the 
transition period. I have already requested that legislation be enacted 
placing the Fair Employment Practice Committee on a permanent 
basis. I repeat that recommendation. 

7- LABOR DISPUTES AND WAGE STABILIZATION 

Our national welfare requires that during the reconversion period 
production of civilian goods and services — ^as full production as pos- 
sible — go forward without interruption, and that labor and industry 
cooperate to keep strikes and lock-outs at a minimum. 

Those who have the responsibility of labor relations must recognize 
that responsibility. This is not the time for short-sighted manage- 
ment to seize upon the chance to reduce wages and try to injure labor 
unions. Equally it is not the time for labor leaders to shirk their 
responsibility and permit widespread industrial strife. 

With this objective in view, I shall shortly convene a conference 
of representatives of organized labor and industry for the purpose of 
working out by agreement means to minimiz e labor disputes. 

In the interim period, pending the convening of the conference, I 
have called upon the representatives of organized labor and industry 
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to continue their adherence to the no-strike, no-lock-out policy. Dur- 
ing this interim period, labor disputes which threaten a substantial in- 
terference with the transition to a peacetime economy should be sub- 
mitted to the War Labor Board. They would there be handled by the 
Board under existing procedures. The country will expect parties 
to any such disputes to comply voluntarily with the determinations 
of the War Labor Board. 

The threat of inflationary bidding-up of wage rates by competition 
in a short labor market has disappeared. Therefore the War Labor 
Board has removed the necessity of approving proposed voluntary 
wage increases, so long as they will not be used to obtain an increase 
in price ceilings. 

I have conferred upon the War Labor Board adequate authority to 
correct maladjustments and inequities in wage rates arising in the re- 
conversion period which will tend to interfere with the effective transi- 
tion to a peacetime economy. 

The Board should be terminated as soon after the conclusion of the 
forthcoming industry-labor conference as the orderly disposition of 
the work of the Board and the provisions of the War Labor Disputes 
Act permit, and after facilities have been provided to take care of the 
wage stabilization functions under the act of October 2, 1942. 

Meanwhile, plans for strengthening the Department of Labor, and 
bringing under it functions properly belonging to it, are going for- 
ward. With the return to a peacetime economy and the elunination 
of the present temporary wartime agencies and procedures, we must 
look to collective bargaining, aided and supplemented by a truly eflFec- 
tive system of conciliation and voluntary arbitration, as the best and 
most democratic method of maintaining sound industrial relations. 

8. UNITED STATES EMPLOYMENT SERVICE EXTENSION 

Placing demobilized veterans and displaced war workers in new 
peacetime jobs is the major human problem of our country’s reconver- 
sion to a peacetime economy. It is imperative that this work be done 
swiftly and efficiently, and that men and women lose a minimum 
amount of time between jobs. 
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The next few months are crucial. What we do now will affect our 
American way of life for decades to come. 

The United States Employment Service has an important responsi- 
bility in the performance of this task. 

At present, this agency operates as a national and centralized sys- 
tem with a free flow of information among its offices. Under the 1946 
appropriation act, the offices are to be turned back to the 48 States 
within 90 days after the cessation of hostilities. 

Shortly after the declaration of war, the Government realized that 
the manpower of the Nation could be mobilized more efficiently if the 
United States Employment Service were centralized under Federal 
control. Hundreds of thousands of workers had to be recruited from 
all parts of the country. Often, they were wanted in regions far from 
their homes. Certain areas had surpluses of labor; others were desper- 
ately in need of more workers. This situation could be met only 
through a centrally operated employment service that covered the 
entire Nation. 

Now we are faced with this problem in reverse. Himdreds of thou- 
sands of men and women will want to seek jobs in towns and cities 
other than those in which they worked during the war. They may 
want to return home, or they may want to strike out in search of new 
opportunities in new surroundings. Millions of veterans also will be 
coming back in search of peacetime jobs. They will want to know 
where such jobs can be found, not only in their own areas, but also in 
other parts of the land. 

The task of helping this vast army of job seekers to fit themselves 
into peacetime economy is fully as difficult as the mobilization of man- 
power for war. To make any decided change in the machinery to 
handle this problem now would cause unnecessary hardship to workers 
and veterans. It would slow down the entire process of reconversion. 

I urgently recommend that the Congress do not yet return the Em- 
ployment Service to the States. Ultimately it should be so returned. 
However, it should be continued under Federal control at least imtil 
the expiration of the War Mobilization Act— June 30, 1947. 
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I also recommend that its appropriation be increased by |io,ooo,ooo 
for the current fiscal year. Prompt action on this matter is especially 
important since persoimel and facilities must be quickly enlarged to 
handle the rising tide of veterans and war workers who will be seeking 
jobs. 

9. AGRICULTUKE 

One of the most magnificent production jobs in the war has been 
done by the farmers of the United States. They have met the un- 
precedented demands of the war, and, at the same time, have provided 
our civilian population with more food per capita than during the 
1935-39 prewar period. 

No other group in America labored longer or harder to meet the 
war demands put upon them. Food production last year reached 
a peak more than a third above the prewar years despite the fact that 
farm population has declined by about five million since 1940. 

Fortunately, farmers were aided by better-than-average weather con- 
ditions over the country. We cannot, however, count on continuance 
of better-than-average weather. Therefore, because of the great de- 
mands for food that exist in this country and for relief abroad, the 
Department of Agriculture is planning for another year of full pro- 
duction. This does not mean the same volume of production for each 
individual crop, because the surrender of Japan has brought changes 
in the demand pattern. But the total acreage needed for next year 
will not be greatly different from this year. 

The Government now must be prepared to carry out the Nation’s 
responsibility to aid farmers in making their necessary readjustments 
from a wartime to a peacetime basis. The Congress already has pro- 
vided postwar supports against price collapse for many farm products. 
This was a provision of wisdom and foresight. 

After the First World War farm prices dropped more than 50 per- 
cent from the spring of 1920 to the spring of 1921. We do not intend 
to permit a repetition of the disaster that followed the First World 
War. The Secretary of Agriculture has assured me that he will use all 
means now authorized by the Congress to carry out the price-support 
commitments. 
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But there is need for additional measures to strengthen the machin- 
ery for carrying out price-support commitments, and for laying the 
basis for broader peacetime markets for agricultural products. 

The Congress already has provided for one such postwar measure 
that needs now to be adapted to our changed situation. Recognizing 
that the lend-lease program required greatly increased production and 
that this inaease could not be suddenly discontinued when the pro- 
gram stopped, the Congress wisely set aside $500,000,000 of lend-lease 
funds for price support of farm conunodities. This money is now avail- 
able for the purpose for which it was intended, but in order that it 
may be used most eflFectively whenever the need arises, I recommend 
early legislation which would make those funds available to the Com- 
modity Credit Corporation on a continuing basis. Such action would 
reaffirm the specific intent of the Congress as to the use of this money 
in safeguarding farm prices. 

Strengthening the machinery for carrying out price-support com- 
mitments is the one measure necessary to safeguard farm prices. Stim- 
ulation of the export of farm commodities is another. More food is 
needed in the war-ravaged areas of the world. In the process of meet- 
ing relief requirements abroad, we have the opportunity of developing 
export markets for the future. 

The farmer has always faced certain specific problems which are 
peculiar to his occupation. His crops are at the mercy of the weather. 

The factory owner and the worker at the machine have available 
to them insurance programs which protect them from losses. Our 
farmers have the right to the same kind of protection. Strengthening 
and further development of crop instirance for farmers, organized and 
backed by the Federal Government, can give them this protection. 
A well-rounded crop-insurance program, together with the assurance 
of reasonable and stable farm prices, will go a long way toward meet- 
ing basic problems which have plagued farmers in the past. 

Much that has been accomplished during the war was made possible 
by the wise national program in support of scientific research in agri- 
culture and forestry, and by the program for the conservation and im- 
provement of our soE and forest resources. These policies have paid 
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large dividends during the war. We ought to continue and strengthen 
them. 

Within recent years the Congress has enacted various measures which 
have done much to improve the economic status of this country’s 
farmers and to make rural living more attractive. In enacting indi- 
vidual pieces of legislation it has not been possible to make adjust- 
ments in existing measures in keeping with the changing pattern of 
needs. The Secretary of Agriculture is now reexamining existing agri- 
cultural programs in the light of peacetime needs in order that they 
make the fullest contribution to the welfare of farmers and the people 
as a whole. I hope that the Congress also, through its appropriate 
committees, will give careful consideration to this problem with a view 
to making such adjustments as are necessary to strengthen the effective- 
ness of these various measures. 

10. SELECTIVE SERVICE 

While the cruel lessons of war are fresh in every mind, it is fitting 
that we now undertake appropriate measures for the future security of 
the United States. 

The times call for a broad and realistic appraisal of our military 
needs and obligations. This Nation, and the other members of the 
family of nations, are facing the hazardous transition to a peace economy 
in a world grown acutely sensitive to power. 

We have charted the course to a stable world peace, but that course 
still remains to be sailed. 

We must, of course, plan for the immediate needs of this year and 
the next. But we would break faith with those who won for us the 
victory, if we should fail at the same time to adopt an integrated and 
long-range program for the national security. 

As a sovereign nation, we must continue to be ready to defend our 
national integrity by maintaining and manning adequate defense estab- 
lishments within this continent^ at the Panama Canal, and at all our 
bases overseas. As a member of the Security Council of the United 
Nations, we have an immediate obligation to bear a share, commen- 
surate with our national standing, in safeguarding the future security 
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of all peace-loving nations. As a victor in the greatest war of history, 
we are committed now to an armed occupation of the lands of our de- 
feated enemies until it is assured that the principles for which we fought 
shall prevail in the reconstruction of those lands. 

To meet these immediate obligations will require the maintenance 
for some time of a real measure of our present land, sea, and air power. 

And in this first year after victory our people have another obliga- 
tion, one which is felt in almost every American home. We owe it to 
those now in the armed forces that they be returned to civilian life 
with all possible speed. 

To provide the personnel necessary to meet these immediate obliga- 
tions we must obtain replacements for those veterans who have already 
rendered long and arduous service. 

We shall make every effort to raise these replacements by recruiting 
volunteers. To that end I ask that the Congress consider ways and 
means to assure the maximum success of the recruiting campaigns 
which have already been authorized. I suggest that legislation be 
enacted to remove the present restriction on eligibility for volimtary 
enlistment and to allow the armed forces to enlist a larger number 
of volunteers than is now authorized. It is further recommended that, 
in order to enable the armed forces satisfactorily to compete in the 
procurement of personnel, the Congress provide suitable inducements 
for volunteer service in the Army and Navy. 

However, in view of our extensive national commitments, I am cer- 
tain, as are the War and Navy Departments, that we cannot rely on 
voluntary recruitment as the sole method of procuring the necessary 
replacements. 

I, therefore, urge that the Congress continue inductions to assure 
replacements for these veterans, in such numbers as are not supplied by 
volimteers. 

An unforgivable discrimination would result if, by suspending in- 
ductions now, we should favor those who have had no military service 
at the cost of requiring continued sacrifice from those who have already 
done their part. 

Our first concern should be for those who have been in the armed 
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forces for several years. They have been separated from their homes 
and from their loved ones. Many of them have been under constant 
fire and continuous danger for months and even years. We should 
try to avoid imposing further service upon them. 

The only way that this can be done is to continue the induction of 
young men who as yet have not served a tour of active duty in the 
armed services. Only when we find that we are able to obtain a suffi- 
cient number of volunteers to fill the necessary quotas for our occupa- 
tional needs, can we discontinue the Selective Service System. 

Of course it is entirely up to the Congress to choose the means by 
which we will provide and maintain the necessary strength to meet 
our commitments. The alternatives presented are very simple. There 
are no others. Either we retain men now in the service for a further 
indefinite period, or we provide replacements by further inductions. 

As you know, I have already directed the Selective Service to cut 
down the number of inductions from 80,000 to 50,000 per month, and 
to limit them to the age group of 18 through 25. 

It would seem reasonable to limit inductions hereafter to men be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 25, inclusive, and fix their maximum term of 
service at two years. 

Under the existing statute, inductees can be legally retained only for 
the duration of the war and a period of six months thereafter. I trust 
that, in any event, the Congress will not pass a resolution to the effect 
that the war has terminated for the purposes of this statute. To do 
so would give to all inducted men and temporary officers of the Army 
now on active duty the right to civilian status, and would create an 
impossible demobilization situation. 

These are the military steps which it is apparent must be taken at 
once to meet the needs of the transition from war to peace. First 
things necessarily come first. 

But the full needs of our national security run far beyond this im- 
mediate period of transition. We should make timely preparations for 
the Nation’s long-range security, while we are still mindful of what 
it has cost us in this war to have been unprepared. 

It is, therefore, my intention to communicate with the Congress from 
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time to time during the current session with respect to a comprehensive 
and continuous program of national security, including a universal 
training program, unification of the armed services, and the use and 
control of atomic energy. 

II. HOUSING 

The largest single opportunity for the rapid postwar expansion of 
private investment and employment lies in the field of housing, both 
urban and rural. The present shortage of decent homes and the en- 
forced widespread use of substandard housing indicate vital unful- 
filled needs of the Nation. These needs will become more marked as 
veterans begin to come back and look for places to live. 

There is wide agreement that, over the next ten years, there should 
be built in the United States an average of from a million to a million 
and a half homes a year. 

Such a program would provide an opportunity for private capital 
to invest from six to seven billion dollars annually. Private enter- 
prise in this field could provide employment for several million work- 
ers each year. A housing program of this realistic size would, in turn, 
stimulate a vast amount of business and employment in industries 
which make house furnishings and equipment of every kind, and in 
the industries which supply the materials for them. It would pro- 
vide an impetus for new products, and would develop new markets for 
a variety of manufactured articles to be made by private enterprise. 

Housing is high on the list of matters calling for decisive Congres- 
sional action. This is reflected in rec omm endations contained in re- 
ports recently issued by the postwar committees of the Senate and of 
the House of Representatives. While differing opinions may be held 
as to detail, these proposals for action already developed in the Congress 
appear to me sound and essential. 

I urgently recommend that the Congress, at an early date, enact broad 
and comprehensive housing legislation. 

The cardinal principle underlying such legislation should be that 
house construction and financing for the overwhelming majority of 
our citizens should be done by private enterprise. 
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We should retain and improve upon the present excellent Govern- 
ment facilities which permit the savings of the people to be channeled 
voluntarily into private house construction on financing terms that will 
serve the needs of home owners of moderate income. 

The present principles of insurance of housing investment— now 
tested by years of experience — ^should be retained and extended, so 
as to encourage direct investment in housing by private financing 
institutions. 

The Government, in addition to providing these facilities to help 
private enterprise and private capital build homes, should take effec- 
tive measures to stimulate research in methods and materials of hous- 
ing construction. In this way, better and cheaper methods may be 
developed to build homes. 

In addition to this type of research, the Government might well 
imdertake to assist communities in making recurrent community studies 
in matters relating to housing and real estate generally. Such a pro- 
gram would contribute in great degree to the progress of private initia- 
tive and private capital investment in housing. 

We must go on. We must widen our horizon even further. We 
must consider the redevelopment of large areas of the blighted and 
slum sections of our cities so that in the truly American way they may 
be remade to accommodate families not only of low-income groups as 
heretofore, but of every income group. We must make it possible for 
private enterprise to do the major part of this job. In most cases, it is 
now impossible for private enterprise to contemplate rebuilding slum 
areas without public assistance. The land cost generally is too high. 

The time has come for the Government to begin to undertake a 
program of Federal aid to stimulate and promote the redevelopment 
of these deteriorating areas. Such Federal aid should be extended 
only to those communities which are willing to bear a fair part of the 
cost of clearing their blighted city areas and preparing them for rede- 
velopment and rebuilding. 

The rebuilding of these areas should conform to broad city plans, 
provide adequately for displaced families and make maximum use of 
private capital. Here lies another road toward establishing a better 
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standard of city Kving, toward increasing business activity and providing 
jobs. 

This Nation has recognized the need of using public funds to clear 
slums and to provide homes for those families who could not other- 
wise enjoy adequate housing because of the difference between their 
present earning power and the cost or rental of a decent home. We 
cannotj and we will not, recede from these purposes. 

For those low-income groups, representing but a small portion of the 
total housing need, our prewar program of Federal aid to communities 
for low-rent housing should be resumed. Only in that way can we 
make progress toward our ultimate goal laid down in the economic 
bill of rights of a decent home for every American family. 

I recommend, also, that we quicken our rate of progress in rural 
housing. As a general rule, housing conditions on farms and in rural 
areas are relatively worse than in our cities. In housing, as well as 
in other benefits of the American system, farm families should enjoy 
equality with city dwellers. 

A decent standard of housing for all is one of the irreducible obli- 
gations of modem civilization. The housing challenge is now squarely 
before us. The people of the United States, so far ahead in wealth and 
productive capacity, deserve to be the best housed people in the world. 
We must begin to meet that challenge at once. 

12. RESEARCH 

Progress in scientific research and development is an indispensable 
condition to the future welfare and security of the Nation. The 
events of the past few years are both proof and prophecy of what 
science can do. 

Science in this war has worked through thousands of men and 
women who labored selflessly and, for the most part, anonymously 
in the laboratories, pilot plants, and proving grounds of the Nation. 

Through them, science, always pushing forward the frontiers of 
knowledge, forged the new weapons that shortened the war. 

Progress in science cannot depend alone upon brilliant inspiration 
or sudden flights of genius. We have recently had a dramatic dem- 
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onstration of this truth. In peace and in war, progress conies slowly 
in small new bits, from the unremitting day-by-day labors of thousands 
of men and women. 

No nation can maintain a position of leadership in the world of 
today unless it develops to the full its scientific and technological 
resources. No government adequately meets its responsibilities unless 
it generously and intelligently supports and encourages the work of 
science in imiversity, industry, and in its own laboratories. 

During the war we have learned much about the methods of or- 
ganizing science, and about the ways of encouraging and supporting 
its activities. 

The development of atomic energy is a clear-cut indication of what 
can be accomplished by our universities, industry, and Government 
working together. Vast scientific fields remain to be conquered in the 
same way. 

In order to derive the full profit in the future from what we have 
learned, I urge upon the Congress the early adoption of legislation 
for the establishment of a single Federal research agency which would 
discharge the following functions: 

1. Promote and support fundamental research and development proj- 
ects in all matters pertaining to the defense and security of the Nation. 

2. Promote and support research in the basic sciences and in the social 
sciences. 

3. Promote and support research in medicine, public health, and 
allied fields. 

4. Provide financial assistance in the form of scholarships and grants 
for young men and women of proved scientific ability. 

5. Coordinate and control diverse scientific activities now conducted 
by the several departments and agencies of the Federal Government. 

6. Make fully, freely, and publicly available to conunerce, industry, 
agriculture, and academic institutions, the fruits of research financed 
by Federal funds. 

Scientific knowledge and scientific research are a complex and inter- 
related structure. Technological advances in one field may have great 
significance for another apparently unrelated. Accordingly, I urge 
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upon the Congress the desirability of centralizing these functions in a 
single agency. 

Although science can be coordinated and encouraged, it cannot be 
dictated to or regimented. Science cannot progress unless founded 
on the free intelligence of the scientist. I stress the fact that the 
Federal research agency here proposed should in no way impair that 
freedom. 

Even if the Congress promptly adopts the legislation I have recom- 
mended, some months must elapse before the newly established agency 
could commence its operations. To fill what I hope will be only a 
temporary gap, I have asked the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development and the Research Board for National Security to con- 
tinue their work. 

Our economic and industrial strength, the physical well-being of 
our people, the achievement of full employment and full production, 
the future of our security, and the preservation of our principles will 
be determined by the extent to which we give full and sincere support 
to the works of science. 

It is with these works that we can build the highroads to the future. 

13. TRANSITION TAX REVISION 

Taxes will play a vital role in attaining a prosperous peace, 

I recommend that a transitional tax bill be enacted as soon as pos- 
sible to provide limited tax reductions for the calendar year 1946. Like 
the Tax Adjustment Act of 1945, the new bill should aim principally 
at removing barriers to speedy reconversion and to the expansion of 
our peacetime economy. 

This matter has been under study jointly by congressional and 
Treasury tax staffs. I am assured that a program will be ready for 
early consideration by the Congress. 

We must reconcile ourselves to the fact that room for tax reduc- 
tion at this time is limited. A total war effort c anno t be liquidated 
overnight. 

It is estimated that war expenditures in the current fiscal year will 
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drop 40 billion dollars below last year, but that they will still amount 
to 50 billion dollars out of total expenditures of 66 billion dollars. With 
current receipts estimated at 36 billion dollars, we face an estimated 
deficit of 30 billion dollars in the current fiscal year. Expenditures, 
although further reduced, will necessarily continue at high levels in 
the fiscal year 1947. 

In considering tax reductions for 1946 we must not lose sight of 
the budgetary situation and our obligations to 85,000,000 bondholders. 

After passage of the transitional bill, I hope that the Congress will 
give careful consideration to the modernization of the Federal tax 
structure. A major objective of this modernization should be the 
encouragement of business incentives and expansion, and of consumer 
purchasing power. In this connection consideration of further tax 
reductions should have due regard to the level of governmental ex- 
penditures and the health and stability of our economy. 

14. SURPLUS-PROPERTY DISPOSAL 

On July 17 1 recommended that the Congress enact legislation creat- 
ing a single Surplus Property Administrator in place of the board of 
three which was provided in the statute enacted last year. 

I realize that this recommendation came too late to be dealt with 
prior to your recess, but I strongly urge that you act on it now. 

A single administrator can do much to obviate the confusion which 
still exists in this field, and will be able to expedite the disposal of the 
many billions of dollars of surplus property. 

The disposition of plants and equipment is of particular urgency. 
They should be disposed of prompdy by sale or lease on a basis that is 
fair to the Govermnent and to industry. Our objectives should be to 
provide early and continuous employment, and through private pro- 
duction, to supply hungry markets and check inflationary tendencies. 
Leases may often enable the Government and the operator to deter- 
mine actual value by actual experience. The sooner we can put plants 
and equipment to work, the sooner we can discard our wartime con- 
trols in the transition from war to peace. 
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15. SMALL BUSINESS 

During the war special attention was paid to small business. The 
American small business is the backbone of our free-enterprise sys- 
tem. The efforts of the Congress in protecting small business during 
the war paid high dividends, not only in protecting small business 
enterprise, but also in speeding victory. In spite of the fact, however, 
that many businesses were helped and saved, it is true that many 
thousands of them were obliged to close up because of lack of materials 
or manpower or inability to get into war production. 

It is very important to the economy of the United States that these 
small businesses and many more of them be given opportunity to 
become a part of American trade and industry. To do this, assistance 
should be given to small businesses to enable them to obtain adequate 
materials, private financing, technological improvements, and surplus 
property. 

While some special facilities for small business are required, the great- 
est help to it will come from the maintenance of general prosperity 
and full employment. It is much more difficult for small business to 
survive the hazards which come from trade recessions and widespread 
unemployment. What small business needs chiefly is a steady supply 
of customers with stable purchasing power. 

I am sure that the Congress will see to it that in its legislation ade- 
quate protection and encouragement will be given to the small business 
of the Nation. 

16. VETERANS 

It has been a fundamental objective of the Congress and of the admin- 
istration to make generous provision for those who have served the 
Nation in its armed forces, and for the dependents of those who have 
died in their country’s cause. 

Although a full list of what has been done toward this objective 
would be entirely too long to enumerate here, it might be well to list 
some of the major steps already taken: 

(i) Adoption of a National Service Life Insurance Act under which 
about 17V2 million insurance applications have been approved, result- 
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ing in insurance coverage of more than $135,000,000,000, 

(2) Provision of increased compensation or pension for disabled 
veterans. 

(3) Extension and expansion of hospital benefits. 

(4) Vocational education and training for veterans having a serv- 
ice-connected disability constituting a vocational handicap, 

(5) Mustering-out pay ranging from $100 to $300 dependent upon 
length of service and rate of pay. 

(6) Education or training for any veteran vp'hose education or train- 
ing was interrupted by entrance into the service, 

(7) Guarantee of loans to veterans for the purchase of a home, a 
farm, or a business. 

(8) Legislation to protect the veteran’s right to reemployment in 
his preservice job, if desired. 

(9) Provision of unemployment allowances for veterans who be- 
come xmemployed at any time within two years after discharge, of $20 
per week for not to exceed 52 weeks. 

(10) Civil-service laws to insure preference to veterans in govern- 
mental service. 

(11) There has also been instituted in each State pursuant to law 
an efficient system whereby the counseling and placement needs of 
veterans will be the responsibility of veterans appointed for that special 
work. 

The transition of veterans from military to civilian activities can- 
not be accomplished satisfactorily by the Federal Government alone 
or the States alone, or, indeed, by both. Government can help chiefly 
through organization and over-all planning. But the real work must 
be done in each community, through cooperation of the industrial, 
labor, and civic organizations interested in the welfare of the community 
and of the veterans. 

There have been established information centers m all the field 
activities of the Selective Service System, United States Employment 
Service, and Veterans Administration totaling more than 8,000. Vet- 
erans ma y there obtain information on any question of interest to them. 

Also, the Retraining and Reemployment Administration in coopera- 
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tion with the leadership of local communities has established approxi- 
mately 1,450 community information centers. There are therefore 
9,000 information centers of all types throughout the country available 
to veterans for information purposes. With respect to agricultural 
interests, use has been made of county committees. 

Broad and generous as this legislation for veterans has been, there 
will be need of amendments and improvements. I recommend that 
the Congress give prompt consideration to the recommendations which 
have been made by the Veterans Administration for the purpose of 
clarifying and liberalizing the provisions relative to hospital and med- 
ical care, to vocational training under the Vocational Rehabilitation 
Act, and to education and training under the Servicemen’s Readjust- 
ment Act. I also urge consideration of the suggestions made by the 
Veterans Administration with respect to the loan guarantee features 
of the latter Act, to amendments clarifying and liberalizing the Na- 
tional Service Life Insurance Act, and those which would increase the 
rates of compensation for specific injuries including multiple 
amputations. 

I have recommended that the Selective Training and Service Act be 
continued; but if the Congress determines to the contrary, I urgently 
recommend that it clarify the provisions thereof which specifically deal 
with the right of reemployment. 

Favorable consideration should be given by the Congress to Federal 
reclamation projects as outstanding opportunities for returning vet- 
erans. The great Columbia Basin project in the Northwest, the 
projects in the Missouri River Basin, and others of equal significance 
will bring into existence many thousands of new family-size farms 
upon which returning veterans can secure a livelihood for themselves 
and their families and create new wealth for the Nation. A number 
of farms can be made ready for veterans rapidly if legislation now pend- 
ing is enacted without delay. This legislation woxald authorize neces- 
sary and proper assistance to veterans who seek to develop farm homes 
on irrigated lands in Federal reclamation project areas. 

I also recommend that the Congress expedite legislation giving vet- 
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erans social-security coverage credit for the period of their service in 
the armed services. 

The latest available statistics in the Veterans’ Administration shows 
that pension payments in varying amounts are now going forward 
each month to approximately 600,000 veterans of World War II and 
to the dependents of more than 100,000 deceased veterans of World 
War II. 

Insurance claims under the National Service Life Insurance Act 
have been allowed in a total of 361,000 cases involving insurance of 
approximately 2^ billion dollars. 

More than 200,000 World War II veterans have already been afforded 
hospital care in Veterans Administration facilities. 

At the time of Pearl Harbor, the Veterans Ad mi nistration and the 
Federal Board of Hospitalization had tmder way a hospital-building 
program which by 1949, the estimated peak of needs for World War I 
veterans, would have provided a total of 100,000 beds for hospital and 
domiciliary care. Since Pearl Harbor the hospital-building program 
has been expedited. 

The Veterans Administration now has approximately 82,000 hos- 
pital and 14,000 domiciliary beds. Thirteen thousand beds are now 
under construction, and funds are available for 15,000 more. 

The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act authorizes appropriations to the 
extent of $500,000,000 for the construction of veterans’ hospitals and 
also the transfer to the Veterans Administration of suitable facilities of 
the Army and Navy after the end of the war, when surplus to their 
needs. The program of the Veterans Administration and the Federal 
Board of Hospitalization contemplates keeping abreast of developing 
needs through such transfers and additional construction. To this end 
a plan has just been approved for construction of 29,000 additional beds. 

Since World War I there have been more than 3,000,000 hospital 
admissions in veterans’ facilities— and most of them since 1925. Con- 
sidering that the total number of veterans of World War I and all 
living veterans of prior wars did not exceed one-third the number of 
the veterans of World War II, it can readily be seen how important it 
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is to provide hospital privilege. The subject is one which should re- 
ceive the most careful consideration from the point of view of the extent 
and quality of facilities to be provided and maintained. 

In the last analysis, if we can insure the proper economic conditions, 
we may be sure that the genius and initiative of Americans who met 
successfully all demands of the greatest war in history, both on the 
fighting front and on the production front, will make certain the re- 
integration of veterans into an expanding civilian economy. Anything 
less would not meet the country’s obligations to its veterans. 

17. PUBLIC WORKS AND NATIONAL RESOtXRCES 

During the war years we have expended our resources — ^both human 
and natural— without stint. We have thrown into the battle for freedom 
everything we had. 

Thousands of our finest young men — our best human resources — 
have given their lives. Additional thousands have been injured so that 
they may not be able to realize their full promise. The education of 
millions of young men and young women has been disrupted. At best, 
the Nation wiU be deprived of the full benefit of their services as 
scientists, doctors, technicians, lawyers, and educators for 3 to 5 years, 
or even longer, while they complete the preparation which the necessi- 
ties of war interrupted. 

The depletion of our natural resources is even more startling. We 
have torn from the earth copper, petroleum, iron ore, tungsten, and 
every other mmeral required to fight a war, without regard to our 
future supplies. We have taken what we needed. We were not able 
to, and we did not, take account of tomorrow. 

At the same time, our splendid prewar program to build up our 
national resources was sharply halted. The diligent and constant search 
for additional deposits of minerals was almost abandoned in favor of 
a frantic eflFort to discover and make possible the production of the 
materials of war. 

The long-range programs to conserve the precious inches of topsoil 
which, in many parts of the country, lie between plenty and poverty 
were necessarily interrupted. We had neither the manpower nor the 
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materials to spare for projects to prevent the ravages of floods which 
constantly despoil our land. We had neither the men nor the facilities 
to continue a large-scale program of reclaimmg land and of bringing 
new land into cultivation. 

With a few exceptions, we were forced to suspend the program to 
which this Nation is committed of harnessing the waters of our great 
rivers so that they may become vehicles of commerce, beneficent pro- 
ducers of cheap electric power, and servants of the Nation instead of 
instruments of destruction. 

In brief, although during this war this Nation has reached the apex 
of its power — a peak of greatness and might which the world had 
never seen— our national capital account has greatly suffered. We 
must proceed with all possible diligence not merely to restore these 
depleted resources to their prewar standards but to make them greater 
and richer than ever before. 

We must make a diligent effort to discover new deposits of the 
precious and indispensable minerals upon which our national life is 
foimded. 

We must develop for the use of industry new technologies so that 
the vast deposits of low-grade ores that have not heretofore been con- 
sidered usable may be put to work for the good of all of us. 

We should build and improve our roads — ^the arteries of commerce; 
we must harness our streams for the general welfare; we must rebuild 
and reclaim our land; we must protect and restore our forests. 

This is not only to provide men and women with work, it is to assure 
to the Nation the very basis of its life. It is to play the part of a good 
businessman who insists carefully on maintaining and rebuilding his 
plant and machinery. 

We know that by the investment of Federal funds we can, within 
the limits of our oven Nation, provide for our citizens new frontiers — 
new territories for the development of industry, agriculture, and 
commerce. 

We have before us the example of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
which has inspired regional resource development throughout the 
entire world. 
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We know that we have programs, carefully considered and exten- 
sively debated, for regional development of the Coltimbia River in the 
great Northwest, the Missouri River, the Central Valley of California, 
and the Arkansas River. 

In the Col umb ia Valley the first major step has been completed for 
the reclamation of barren land and the production of enormous quan- 
tities of power. The waters of the Missouri and the Arkansas and 
the rivers of California can be put to work to serve the national interest 
in a similar fashion. 

If these rivers remain scourges of our Nation, it is only because we 
do not have the prudence to harness them for the benefit of our people. 
If there are among us for any period of time farmers who do not farm 
because there is no suitable land available to them; workers who do 
not work because there is no labor for their hands, we have only our- 
selves to blame so long as we fail to make available to them the oppor- 
tunities before otu: very eyes. 

I hope that the Congress will proceed as rapidly as possible to au- 
thorize regional development of the natural resources of our great 
river valleys. 

It should be unnecessary to say that the conservation and develop- 
ment of the national plant must proceed according to an intelligent 
and coordinated design. The watersheds of this Nation are not utterly 
independent, one of the other; our irreplaceable wealth of minerals, 
land, and timber is not composed of segments which can effectively be 
dealt with separately. Any program of public works must have as its 
unifying purpose the greatest possible contribution to the wealth of the 
Nation and to the wealth-producing capability of the Nation. 

It is necessary that we proceed as speedily as possible to set up ma- 
chinery to make an inventory of our national wealth and our basic 
resources, and to test the suitability of plans and proposals for public 
works in light of this purpose. An agency of this sort could provide 
us with consistent direction toward the goal of rehabilitation and im- 
provement of our basic national resources. 

Shortages of materials and manpower made it necessary in the inter- 
ests of the war effort to suspend many public works which mi ght 
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otherwise have been undertaken. Now that materials and manpower 
will become more plentiful, we should be prepared to undertake a pro- 
gram of useful public works, not only to improve the physical plant 
of the United States but to provide employment to great masses of our 
citizens when private industry cannot do so. Only such public works 
should now be undertaken, however, as will not compete with the use 
of materials and manpower by private industry. Plans for other public 
works should be perfected and put in reserve. 

In this connection I have several recommendations: 

(1) During the war the construction of Federal public works has 
been restricted to those necessary for national defense and the prose- 
cution of the war. Projects which normally would have been con- 
structed were deferred, and a large backlog of needed construction 
has accumulated. Plans for some of these projects — ^specifically those 
relating to reclamation, rivers and harbors, flood control, and the con- 
servation of our natural resources — ^are now ready, and their construc- 
tion can go forward when funds are provided and materials and 
manpower are available tvithout competing with private industry. 
Plans for other Federal projects are being prepared through the use of 
funds wisely appropriated by the Congress for advance preparation. 
Additional funds are needed for this purpose, and I urge that the 
Congress provide them. 

(2) I recommend that the Congress enact legislation authorizing 
additional construction of certain Federal buildings. A portion of this 
program has already been authorized but has been held up by reason 
of cost limits imposed upon the buildings which caimot now be met 
because of increased needs and costs. 

(3) I recommend that the Congress release the funds for the high- 
way program authorized under the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1944 
(Public Law 521, 78th Cong.). Under this act $500,000,000 has been 
authorized for the first year and $500,000,000 for each of the two suc- 
ceeding years, making a total authorization of billion. With the 
States’ share of the cost included, this would provide a total highway 
construction program of $3,000,000,000 for a 3-year period. 

(4) I recommend that the Congress appropriate $25,000,000 to con- 
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tinue the construction of the Inter-American Highway through the 
Central American Republics to the Canal Zone. 

(5) I recommend that the Congress enact legislation to provide the 
necessary airports and airport facilities to serve the great needs of an 
expanded postwar air transportation and commerce. A well-planned 
airport program would improve transportation, amplify the usefulness 
of the airplane, and contribute to a healthy aircraft manufacturing 
industry. 

The Congress now has before it a survey of the present and future 
needs for airports in the United States prepared by the Secretary of 
Commerce. This report indicates the necessity for approximately 
3,000 new airports and for improvements to more than half of the 
existing 3,000 airports. The report recommends that the program be 
spread over a period of 10 years and that the cost be shared equally 
between Federal and non-Federal governmental agencies. I recom- 
mend passage of appropriate legislation to implement this program. 

(6) States and local governments should be encouraged to construct 
useful public works of the types that must necessarily supplement and 
go along with the private construction of homes and industrial facili- 
ties. If private construction is to move forward at a rapid rate, it is 
vitally important that local governments promptly proceed with the 
construction of such facilities as streets, sewers, water supply, hos- 
pitals, airports, schools, and other necessary public facilities. Such 
projects should be imdertaken at this time where they supplement and 
encourage private construction, not where they compete with it for 
manpower and materials. 

The Congress has already authorized under title V of the War 
Mobilization and Reconversion Act of 1944 appropriations for ad- 
vances of Federal fimds to State and local governments to assist them 
in the preparation of detailed drawings and specifications for their 
public works. The appropriation thus far made is entirely inadequate 
and I shall request additional funds in order to speed up this important 
activity during the reconversion period. 

The majority of State and local governments are awaiting a decision 
concerning Federal assistance. In order to get needed public facilities 
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started promptly which do not compete with private construction, I 
recommend that the Congress give early consideration to grants for 
such public works imder conditions that will insure that each level 
of government, Federal, State, and local, shall make its appropriate 
contribution. 

(7) The Congress has also been giving consideration to legislation 
with respect to the construction of hospitals and health centers through- 
out the country. During the war the Goveriunent, through the Federal 
Works Agency and the Public Health Service, has assisted State and 
local governments and nonprofit organizations in the construction of 
such facilities. The beneficial results of this program are well known. 
The Federal Government must continue to recognize its obligation to 
maintain and improve the health of the Nation by providing Federal 
grants where necessary for the construction of hospital and health 
centers. 

Programs of internal improvements of a public character— Federal, 
State, and local — ^must preserve competitive bidding, guarantee collec- 
tive bargaining and good wages for labor, utilize the skills of our 
returned veterans to the fullest extent, and effectively prevent discrim- 
ination because of race, creed, or color. 

18. LENIVLEASE AND POSTWAR RECONSTRUCTION 

With the arrival of VJ-day lend-lease aid has practically come to 
an end. It was always understood that it would come to an end at 
that time. Immediately after Japan accepted the terms of uncondi- 
tional surrender, I instructed the Foreign Economic Administrator to 
advise promptly all governments that deliveries of supplies under lend- 
lease would cease on VJ-day. 

I also directed the Administrator in advance of the actual termina- 
tion of lend-lease deliveries on VJ-day to enter into immediate nego- 
tiations with the receiving governments for the purchase of all goods 
in the pipe line or in storage. These negotiations are proceeding 
satisfactorily. 

In due time we must consider the settlement of the lend-lease obliga- 
tions which have been incurred during the course of the war. We 
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must recognize that it will not be possible for our Allies to pay us 
dollars for the overwhelming portion of the lend-lease obligations 
which they have incurred. But this does not mean that all lend-lease 
obligations are to be canceled. We shall seek under the procedure 
prescribed in the Lend-Lease Act and in subsequent agreements with 
other govermnents to achieve settlements of our wartime lend-lease 
relations which will permit generally a sound world-wide economy and 
vnll contribute to international peace and our own national security. 

We must turn from economic cooperation in war to economic co- 
operation in peace. We have taken steps to carry out the Bretton Woods 
proposals for an international monetary fund and an International 
Bank. We are preparing to extend the operations of the Export-Import 
Bank. Our objective is to enable the peace-loving nations of the world 
to become self-supporting in a world of expanding freedom and rising 
standards of living. 

Further legislation is also necessary. If we are to avoid the main- 
tenance of governmental monopoly of international credit, the Johnson 
Act must be repealed. Private loans on a sane basis are an essential 
adjunct to the operations of the Export-Import and International Bank 
operations. 

I am directing the executive agencies to give full weight to foreign 
requirements in determining the need for maintaining domestic and 
export controls and priorities. 

We have already solemnly stated that we will do all that is reasonably 
possible to help war-torn countries to get back on their feet. I am sure 
that the Congress will wish the Government to live up to that pledge. 

Further legislative action is needed in connection with the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. I recommend that 
the Congress fulfill the commitment already made by appropriating 
the remaining $550,000,000 granted by the Congress for United States 
participation. 

The Council Meeting of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration has just been brought to a successful conclusion. 
At that meeting our delegate foimd the need for an additional contri- 
bution from all participating countries, to enable the United Nations 
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Relief and Rehabilitation Administration to complete its work in 
Europe and Asia. On his motion, the Council voted to recommend to 
member countries a further contribution. Our own share will amount 
to approximately $1,350,000,000. I am confident that you will find 
this request for an additional authorization and appropriation fully 
justified, and I ask for prompt examination and consideration of the 
request. 

In meeting the needs of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration, surplus military and lend-lease goods will be used 
to the fullest possible extent. 

Finally, I foresee the need for additional interim lending power to 
insure a rapid and successful transition to peacetime world trade. Ap- 
propriate recommendations will be made to the Congress on this 
matter when we have completed the exploratory conversations already 
begun with our associates. We wish to maintain the flow of supplies 
without interruption. Accordingly, I have directed the executive agen- 
cies to complete their conversations and studies at the earliest possible 
moment. I ask the Congress for speedy consideration of the recom- 
mendations when they are made. 

19. CONGKESSIONAl, SALARIES 

Now that restrictions on voluntary salary increases have been re- 
moved, I hope that the Congress will take action soon on the salaries 
of its Members. 

My experience as a Member of the Senate has given me a very keen 
appreciation of the quantity and quality of the work of the Members 
of the Congress. They are called upon to carry great responsibility and 
make important decisions in a multitude of matters involving the wel- 
fare of the Nation and of the world. Their tasks continue day in and 
day out. They have increased in number and in importance year by 
year. 

There is no doubt in the mind of any thinking American that Mem- 
bers of the Congress are grossly underpaid and have been for many 
years. I think that they are entitled — and have already so expressed 
myself— to a salary anywhere from fifteen to twenty-five thousand dol- 
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lars a year. I recommend that the Congress enact legislation providing 
t-haf the salaries of its Members be increased to twenty thousand dollars 
per year. 

At the same time I recommend the repeal of the provision now appli- 
cable to the House of Representatives for an additional expense allow- 
ance. There should be a straight, out-and-out salary increase for all 
Members. We should make service in the Congress of the United 
States available without hardship to ordinary citizens who have to look 
to the salary for their sole support. I also recommend that an adequate 
retirement system shotild be provided for the Members of the Congress 
who have served for a long period of years. 

This should be the first step in creating a decent salary scale for all 
Federal Government employees — executive, legislative, and judicial. 

The most important impediment to obtaining efficient administra- 
tive officials in the Federal Government has been the pitiful wage scale. 
During the war many able and experienced men were obtained for 
Federal service on purely patriotic grounds. Some of these men who 
are unable to continue at the present salary scales would be willing to 
remain at adequate salaries. 

In most of the various classifications of Federal employees, the wage 
scales, with few exceptions, are obsolete and inadequate. This is par- 
ticularly true of the Federal judiciary. 

I sincerely hope that the Congress will take early steps to provide 
decent wage scales for its Members and for the executive and judicial 
branches of the Government. 

20 . SALE OF SHIPS 

Prompt resumption of the normal operation of our merchant marine 
to expedite the reestablishment of our foreign trade is a major part of 
general reconversion from a wartime to a peacetime economy. The 
Maritime Commission has already received numerous inquiries and 
applications from potential purchasers of ships at home and abroad 
for private ownership and operation. 

It is recommended that suitable legislation to permit such sales be 
expedited so that the uncertainty about the disposal of our large sur- 
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plus tonnage may be removed. In this way, American shipping com- 
panies may undertake commercial operation as rapidly as ships can be 
released from Government control, and the foreign market can also 
be used for selling those vessels which are in excess of the needs of our 
postwar American merchant marine and national defense. 

21. STOCK Pn.ING OF STRATEGIC MATERIAL 

One of the costliest lessons of our unpreparedness for this war was 
the great danger involved in depending upon foreign sources for sup- 
plies of raw materials necessary in times of national emergency. The 
United States should never again permit itself to be placed in a posi- 
tion where its defense may be jeopardized by the fact that it has been 
cut off from the source of strategic raw materials. 

I recommend that the Congress enact legislation to bring about the 
acquisition and retention of stock piles of materials in which we are 
naturally deficient but which are necessary to supply the needs of the 
Nation for its defense. 


I shall shortly communicate with the Congress recommending a 
national health program to provide adequate medical care for all 
Americans and to protect them from financial loss and hardships re- 
sulting from illness and accident. I shall also communicate with the 
Congress with respect to expanding our social-security system, and im- 
proving our program of education for our citizens. 

In this hour of victory over our enemies abroad, let us now resolve to 
use all our efforts and energies to build a better life here at home and 
a better world for generations to come. 

The Congress has played its full part in shaping the domestic and 
foreign policies which have won this victory and started us on the 
road to lasting peace. 

The Congress, I know, will continue to play its patriotic part in the 
diflEcult years ahead. We face the future together with confidence — 
that the job, the full job, can and will be done. 

EUrry S. Truman 
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129 The President’s News Conference of 
September 6, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] By memorandum on May 6 [1942] the President 
prescribed a policy to effectuate the maximum utilization of the facili- 
ties of the domestic airline companies in the prosecution of the war. 
It now seems desirable that the policy prescribed in the memorandum 
be terminated. Accordingly, the War Department need no longer 
follow the policy except with respect to paragraph 6 of the mem- 
orandum concerning priorities for air transportation which shall be 
followed until October 15. 

That means that all priorities in air travel will be removed by 
October 15. 

[2.] I want to announce the appointment of the Honorable Paul V. 
McNutt as United States High Commissioner to the Philippines. Mr. 
McNutt served as High Co mmis sioner to the Philippines from 1937 to 
1939. He was succeeded by Francis B. Sayre, who resigned in 1942. 
The High Co mmi ssioner is the representative of the President of the 
United States in the Philippines. Since September 16, after the with- 
drawal from Corregidor, the Secretary of the Interior has been handling 
the affairs without the help of a High Commissioner. Now it is de- 
sirable and necessary to appoint a High Commissioner so that all the 
activities of the United States Government in the rehabilitation of the 
Philippines can be coordinated and handled for the best interests of 
the Philippine Islands. 

Q. When does he take over.? 

THE PRESIDENT. As soon as he can qualify. His name went up to the 
Senate today. 

Q. Is that for the Philippines only? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Philippines only. That’s the only place we have 
a right to appoint a High Commissioner, and that is to expedite the 
things that are necessary to be done to help the Philippines to recover 
their position so that they can have independence as quickly as possible. 

That’s all I have; if you have any questions 

Q. Mr. President, what about Mr. McNutt’s report or survey on 
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health, and rehabilitation? Do you wish to comment upon that? 

THE PSEsroENT. I didn’t understand the question. 

Q. Mr. McNutt was head of the conservation commission on Philip- 
pine health and rehabilitation. 

THE PEEsroENT. Yes, he was, and that will be a part of his job to imple- 
ment the findings of that commission and whatever else is necessary to 
be done to put the Philippines on its feet. There is certain legislation 
pending in the Congress which is necessary to be passed to have that 
object carried out, and we have to have a High Commissioner in the 
Philippines. 

[3.] Q. Would you have anything to say on the Navy’s proposal for 
the retention of bases in the far Pacific? 

THE PSESBDENT. No, I am not familiar with what the Navy’s proposal 
was. As I said in the speech after the Potsdam conference, we expect, 
by negotiation and otherwise, to occupy the necessary bases there for 
the peace of the world and for our own welfare in the Pacific Ocean 
and elsewhere. 

Q. The Navy didn’t mention Okinawa specifically. I wonder if you 
have anything to say about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have not studied it, but if it is necessary to have one 
on Okinawa, I think we can negotiate so we can have it. 

[4.] Q. It is reported that you have selected Bob Patterson of the 
War Department to be a member of the Supreme Court. 

THE PRESIDENT. Somebody knows more than I do, then. [Laughier'\ 
I haven’t yet made up my mind on an appointment for that vacancy. 

Q. In that connection there are a lot of reports that you plan to ap- 
point Bennett Clark to the Court of Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia, and also E. Barrett Prettyman to 

THE PRESIDENT. I saw that ui the paper, too; that is most interesting. 

Q. Do you want to comment further on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have no co mme nt now. When I am ready to make 
those appointments I will announce them to you, but there’ll be a lot 
more rumors before they are announced. \lMUghter^ 

[5.] Q. Ag ain back to Mr. McNutt’s appointment as High Com- 
missioner of the Philippines. The News has carried stories that it will 
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be to the Western Pacific. Could you outline that a little more.? Is it 
only to the Philippines.? 

THE pREsroENT. That’s what the law requires. It is for the Philippines 
only. He has nothing to do with the other parts of the Pacific Ocean. 
There are other things that will have to be done from the peace table. 

[6.] Q. Can you say what Snyder, Symington, and Biffle are to do 
on their European trip ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I Can; they are going there to investigate the sur- 
plus property proposition, to see how much can be turned over through 
UNRRA to the countries on a starvation basis. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Barkley aimoimced that you had an- 
nounced your support of a possible congressional investigation of 
Pearl Harbor. Can you indicate to us some of the things you hope 
such an investigation will reveal? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Only thing I hope is that it will get at the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

Q. Mr. President, may we infer from that that you do not think any 
of the reports so far have told the truth ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I took the repoits as they were given. They satisfied 
me, but apparently they did not satisfy everybody. 

[8.] Q. Has Justice Roberts indicated yet whether he is going to 
accept whatever international post you offered him? 

THE PRESIDENT. He has decided not to accept it. 

Q. Can you tell us now what the post was? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I Wanted him to be judge of the court to try 
war criminals. 

Q. Japanese? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, the international mihtary tribunal to try war 
criminals. He decided not to accept 

[9.] Q. Have you given any thought to releasing the transcript of 
the testimony of those saboteur trials back in 1943 ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t thought about it. 

Q. Do you see any reason why they should not be released now? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t, but I would have to look into it. 
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[10.] Q. Do you think the 52 pages of the Army and Navy initial 
report should be turned over to Congress ? 

THE HREsmENT. Congress will have the right of access to all the testi- 
mony there is available. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you have any guess as to what 
the total budget might be in this country the next few years if your 
program is put into effect } 

THE PEEsroENT. I could tell you if I were going to submit a guess to 
Congress tomorrow, but it can’t be submitted until we have the infor- 
mation about the military needs. I am not going to guess at it. When 
it comes time for the budget estimates I will have them ready. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, you said the other day you had been con- 
sidering the St. Lawrence Waterway. 

THE PREsroENT. I am considering it. 

Q. The question at that time was brief, and your answer was brief. 
I was wondering if there is anything further you can tell us on that. 

THE PBESiDENT. I Can’t tell you now, but I think I will be in a position 
in a few days to announce it. I will give you all the facts then. 

Q. Is the program of the various watersheds tied together? 

THE piuEsroENT. Itisnot. 

[13.] Q. There are reports that you might name Ellis Arnall as 
Solicitor General. 

THE PRESIDENT. I have nothing to say about that at the present time. 

Q. There is a report that General Kutz is to be relieved as Engineer 
Commissioner; have you anything to say about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think he is probably reaching the retirement age; 
if he is, he will have a successor. That is a regular Army routing 
matter. 

Q. Can you say anythmg about the Office of Contingent Services 
now? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t at the present time. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You are entirely welcome. 

note: President Truman’s twenty- o£ 5 ce at the White House at 4 pjn. on 
fourth news conference was held in his Thursday, September 6 , 1945" 
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130 Letter to the Surgeon General Concerning Termination 
of the Nurses Training Program. September 8, 1945 

[ Released September 8, 1945. Dated September 6, 1945 ] 

My dear Dr. Parran: 

In view of recent developments in the course of the war, measures 
should be taken to bring about an early termination of the program for 
the training of nurses that was established by the act of June 15, 1943 
(57 Stat. 153). 

It appears that it will not be necessary or in the public interest to 
continue to initiate training courses for this program after October 15, 
1945, for the purpose of assuring a supply of ntirses for the armed serv- 
ices, Governmental and civilian hospitals, health agencies and war 
industries. I therefore request you to terminate the recruitment of 
student and graduate nurses immediately and to see to it that no 
students are enrolled in courses imder the Act which begin after 
October 15, 1945. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon General, Public Health Service] 

note; The White House release of the services; furthermore, it would enable 
letter noted that the President’s action some 30,000 young women enrolled un- 
would permit more than 1100 nurses der the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps in 
training schools to make necessary ad- classes then starting to receive Federal 
justments in their educational pro- assistance toward their education, 
grams, budgets, and hospital nursing 


13 1 Citation Accompanying the Congressional Medal of 

Honor Presented to General Jonathan M. Wainwright. 
September 10, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

GENERAL JONATHAN M. WAINWRIGHT, Commanding 
United States Army forces in the Philippines from 12 March to 7 May 
1942, distinguished himself by intrepid and determined leadership 
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against greatly superior enemy forces. At the repeated risk of life 
above and beyond the call of duty in his position, he frequented the 
firing line of his troops where his presence provided the example and 
incentive that helped make the gallant efforts of these men possible. 
The final stand on beleaguered Corregidor, for which he was in an 
important measure personally responsible, commanded the a dmir ation 
of the nation’s allies. It reflected the high morale of American arms 
in the face of overwhelming odds. His courage and resolution were 
a vitally needed inspiration to the then sorely pressed freedom-loving 
peoples of the world. 

Haiury S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by General Wainwright’s return to Wash- 
the President in the Rose Garden at ington after his release from imprison- 
the White House on the occasion of ment by the Japanese. 


132 The President’s News Conference of 
September 12, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I want to annoimcc the appointment of Francis 
Biddle to represent the United States on the International Court to try 
war criminals. Federal Judge John J. Parker is his alternate. 

I announce the appointment of E. Barrett Prettyman of Washing- 
ton, D.C., to succeed Justin Miller as Associate Justice of the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. 

Q. Justin what? 

THE PRESIDENT. Justui MillcT. Mr. Ross wUl have you a release on 
their lives and who they are succeeding, and everything, after this is 
over. 

I announce the appointment of former Senator Bennett Champ 
Clark to be Associate Justice of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia, succeeding Thurman Arnold, resigned. 

I announce the appointment of Wilbur K. Miller to be an Associate 
Justice of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia to succeed Fred M. Vinson. 
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Q. Miller— wherefrom? 

THE PRESIDENT. Owensboro, Kenmcky. 

Q. Wilbur K., sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wilbur K., W-i-l-b-u-T. 

Q. What’s that court again? 

THE PRESIDENT. United States Court of Appeals. 

I am appointing Alexander Holtzoff of Chicago to be Associate Jus- 
tice of the District Court of the United States for the District of 
Columbia. 

Q. H-e-r-t 

THE PRESIDENT. HoltZOff, H-O-l-t-Z-O-f-f. 

Q. Where does he live ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He lives here in Washington. Biographical sketches 
will be given out by the press office. 

I’m appointing John J. O’Coimell of Pittsburgh to be Judge of the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, a new 
position created by the Congress. He Eves at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

I announce the appointment of Harrington Wimberly of Oklahoma 
to be a member of the Federal Power Commission, succeeding 

Q. Wimberly? 

THE PRESIDENT. W-i-m-b-e-r-l-y. 

Q. Wherefrom? 

THE PRESIDENT. Altus, Oklahoma — ^A-l-t-u-s. 

Q. To be a member of the Federal Power Commission ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, Succeeding Basil Manly, and you will be fur- 
nished details on that by Mr. Ross. 

Q. Succeeding Basil Manly? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. Manly’s resignation takes place— is effective the 
1st of October, 

Q. Does the Commission elect its own chairman ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

I announce the appointment of Richard Sachse to be a member of 
the Federal Power Co mmis sion, succeeding John W. Scott. 

Q, Spelled how, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT [after a pause^ S-a-c-h-s-c. I had to look that up. 
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Q. Succeeding John W. 

THE PRESIDENT. Succeeding John W. Scott. Sachse is from California; 
I don’t know what town. He’s on the Railroad Commission of the 
State of California. I don’t know what his home town is; I think he 
lives in southern California, though. 

I announce the resignation of Elmer Davis. Ned Dalton has been 
appointed to carry out the liquidation of the Office of War Informa- 
tion. You will find an exchange of letters on that. 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Dalton is from ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. 

Voice: Louisvdle. 

Q. D-a-l-t-o-n? 

THE PRESIDENT. D-a-l-t-O-n. 

Q. N-e-M? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, NcU Dalton. 

Gael E. Sullivan to be Second Assistant Postmaster General in the 
place of Smith Purdum, effective October ist. Don’t seem to have 
anything on him. He takes the place of Smith Purdum. 

Q. How do you spell that last name? 

THE PRESIDENT. Gael Sullivan, G-a-e -1 S-u-l-l-i-v-a-n. He takes the 
place of Purdum, P-u-r-d-u-m. 

Q. Where is Mr. Sullivan from, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Chicago. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us the reason why Justice Rob- 
erts turned down the job on the International Court? 

THE PRESIDENT. To quote Justice Roberts himself, he wanted to take 
it, but he said he had been working so long and so continuously that 
he thought he was entitled to a rest and he would rather not take it, 
so we had to let him off. 

[3.] Q. Would you tell us what you think of the Senate attitude on 
the unemployment compensation bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. My Statement is in the message. When the bill 
comes to me I wdl comment on it. 

[4.] Q. The view was expressed in some quarters that the United 
States ought not to extend financial assistance to Britain because it 
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would be underwriting a Socialist govenunent. What is your thought 
on that? 

THE PBESiDENT. I think it is a perfectly silly conclusion. \lMughter\ 

Q. Mr. President, may we quote you on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. That is just what I think. Great Britain is 
entided to the sort of government Great Britain wants, and I think 
it is none of our affair so long as we are friendly with Great Britain. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, there’s a feeling in Australia that the Jap- 
anese are getting rather kid-glove treatment. In view of the fact that 
Australia is very near Japan, they are very much worried. Would you 
like to comment on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think the govenunent will be worked out in the 
manner that it should be worked out, and I think if Australia will be 
just a litde patient she will be satisfied with what is done. 

[6.] Q. There seems to be some question about Korea, the use 
of Japanese overlords there to administer their government; is that a 
theater decision or a Washington decision? 

THE PRESIDENT. It is a theater decision and it is a practical matter. 
As soon as it is possible to remove the Japanese, they vrill be removed. 
The policy toward Korea will be announced later. 

Q. Would you have any comment, sir, on that announcement that 
the Japanese will be removed in due time? That might mean a day, 
a month, or a year. Would you like to put a limitation on the time? 

THE PRESIDENT. What do you mean ? 

Q. Would you like to put a limitation on it to a month or a year? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would suggest that you ask General MacArthur 
what the conditions are. He can tell you better than anyone else. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, this morning’s Post has an editorial saying 
it thinks you ought to appoint a lot of Republicans. Would you 

THE PRESIDENT. I’m a Democrat. [L«»gA#er] 

Q. Would you tell us, sir— perhaps— do you have an analysis in your 
own mind as to the appointments you made this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have not. I didn’t appoint them from a political 
point of view but for their fitness for the place. 
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Q. Are you a Democrat, Mr. President, who is going to the left, or 
to the right? 

THE PRESIDENT. You’ll have to work t h at out by the acts as they come 
forward. I’ll give you no leads on that. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything to add on your trip south 
in November to North Carolina and Georgia ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I’m going down there to pay a visit to the district 
of Mr. Doughton — a promise which I made while I was Vice Presi- 
dent. It has no connection with his place with the Ways and Means 
Committee of the House. He and I have been friends for a long time. 

[9.] Q. Do you expect to attend the Annapolis centennial on 
October 10? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have been trying to make arrangements to attend; 
I don’t want to say definitely that I will go. 

[10.] Q. Dispatches out of Turkey this morning claim you had sent 
a communication on the Dardanelles. 

THE PRESIDENT. I read that communication at Potsdam. It is a com- 
munication for the foreign ministers conference in London. 

Q. In the meantime you have informed Turkey of your position? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not that I know of. I have had no direct communi- 
cation with Turkey. 

[ii.] Q. Have you decided on the labor delegate to the Inter- 
national Labor Organization? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter that the Labor Department will 
decide. 

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us about the Solicitor 
General appointment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not yet. I will be able to make an announcement 
on that in a few days. 

Q. And the Supreme Court? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Still considering men for the Supreme Court. 
I have reached no decision. 

Q. Is Judge Clark under consideration for that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t Want to answer that question. 

Q. There are reports that Mr. Sthnson is retiring. 
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THE PEEsiDENT. That is a matter for Mr. Stimson to announce at the 
proper time. I have no comment to make on that now. 

Voice: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You’rc welcome. 

note: President Truman’s twenty-fifth in the White House at 10:33 a.m. on 
news conference was held in his oflSce Wednesday, September 13, 1945. 


133 Message to General Pershing on His 85th Birthday. 

September 13, 1945 
Dear General Pershing: 

This should be one of the happiest of your many birthdays as you 
remember that this time we went all the way through to Berlin, as you 
counseled in 1918. I hail a great soldier who happily exemplified also 
the vision of the statesman. 

With every good wish. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[General John J. Pershing, Walter Reed Hospital] 


134 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
Transmitting Proposed Reductions in Appropriations 
for the Navy. September 14, 1945 

[ Released September 14, 1945. Dated September 13, 1945 ] 

the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir: With reference to appropriations and contract authorizations for 
the Navy Department and naval service, I have the honor to transmit 
for the consideration of Congress (i) proposed rescissions of several 
appropriations available in the fiscal year 1946, amounting to $8,305,- 
859,122, (2) proposed rescissions of several contract authorizations 
available in the fiscal year 1946, amounting to $3,212^442,131, (3) pro- 
posed rescissions of the unrequired balances of prior year appropriations, 
amounting to $5,306,252,674, and (4) proposed decreases in the amoimts 
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which may be transferred from various naval appropriations to the 
appropriations for printing and binding, and contingent expenses, for 
the fiscal year 1946. 

In making these recommendations for reductions, consideration has 
been given to the tremendous problem of demobilization and the yet 
undetermined requirements for a peacetime Navy. 

As indicated in my letter of September 5, 1945 , 1 plan a continuing 
review of naval appropriations with the view to recommending further 
adjustments as conditions warrant. It is also suggested that the appro- 
priate committees of Congress give consideration to a complete review 
of existing legislation authorizing the construction of naval vessels. 

The details of these proposed rescissions are set forth in the letter of 
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in 
whose comments and observations thereon I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Habxy S. Truman 


note; a White House release announc- 
ing the President’s action pointed out 
that proposed rescissions (i) and (2) 
referred to in the first paragraph of the 
letter and totaling $11.5 billion included 
$3,212,442,131 of contract authoriza- 
tions available in fiscal year 1946, and 
appropriations for the following major 
items: 

Savings because of demobilization in 
enlisted personnel from a strength of 

3.300.000 at the rate of approximately 

250.000 per month; cutbacks in ship 


construction which permitted with- 
drawal of $1,047,366,607 in cash which 
would not be expended during fiscal 
year 1946; maintenance and operation 
of ships and Navy yards, including fuel, 
$1,372,183,000; aviation program, $1,- 
404,300,000; ordnance, $2,550,451,000. 

The details of the proposed rescis- 
sions as set forth in the letter of the Di- 
rector of the Bureau of the Budget 
transmitted with the President’s letter, 
are printed in House Document 286 
(79th Cong., 1st sess.). 


135 Statement by the President on the European Relief and 
Rehabilitation Program. September 17, 1945 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT is now in a position to 
fulfill the main requests of Europe— with the exception of sugar, fats 
and oils — ^from this date until January i as these requests have been 
stated to it by the governments of the liberated countries and by 
UNRRA. 
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Provision of the supplies thus requested does not, however, mean that 
the civilian populations of Europe will reach even a mini m u m level of 
subsistence, and much suffering may be expected during the coming 
winter in certain areas of the continent. 

The limi ting factor in meeting the minimum needs of the liberated 
peoples is no longer one of shipping. For the moment, in the case of 
most commodities, it is no longer a problem of supply. Today it is 
primarily a twofold financial problem; first, to work out credits or 
other financial arrangements with the European governments; second, 
to make additional funds available to UNRRA for emergency relief. 

Thi s Government is bending every effort to find solutions to this 
problem, in cooperation vdth the respective claimants, with a view to 
increasing the flow of urgently needed supplies. Pending such settle- 
ments this government is taking necessary measures in relation to pro- 
duction, distribution and shipping of supplies to insure a broad, equita- 
ble and continuous flow of current stocks and new production of relief 
and rehabilitation supplies for liberated areas, which it is anticipated 
will be required, in addition to those quantities which they have already 
requisitioned. One purpose of such measures is to prevent the dis- 
sipation of available supplies in domestic channels where they are not 
essential. 

When I returned from Potsdam I said, “If we let Europe go cold and 
hungry, we may lose some of the foundations of order on which the 
hoped for world-wide peace must rest. We must help to the limits 
of our strength. And we will.” That pledge, made not only to otu: 
Allies, but to the American people, must be kept. It should be made 
perfectly clear that, contrary to the belief of many, relaxation of ration- 
ing on the home front is not a factor in the allocation of relief supplies 
to Europe. The Department of Agriculture reports that, despite the 
release of cheese from rationing controls, and the possible relaxation 
of domestic meat rationing, we have sufficient quantities of meat and 
dairy products to fulfill the requirements placed upon us by UNRRA 
and the paying governments for the last quarter of the year. Further- 
more, should UNRRA secure the additional financial resources it so 
urgently needs, and the paying governments conclude more satis- 
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factory financial arrangements, again raising the problem of supply, 
both the Department of Agriculture and the War Production Board 
have the authority to issue set-aside orders on specific quantities of 
commodities purchased, regardless of whether they are rationed, to 
insure deliveries abroad. This does not mean that it may not become 
necessary to resume ration controls of certain items i£ they become so 
short in supply that such controls are required to insure more equitable 
distribution. 

KELtEF NEEDS SUMMAEIZED 

The most desperate needs of the liberated people are for coal, trans- 
portation and food, in that order of priority. Other commodities 
urgently required include hides and leather, cotton, wool, textiles, soap, 
farm equipment, including fertilizer and seeds, repair parts and ma- 
chinery, medical supplies, and a general list of raw materials. The 
items which are causing major concern because of worldwide shortages 
are coal, sugar and fats, hides and leather, textiles, and a few of the raw 
materials, in minor quantities. Locomotives constitute a special and 
acute problem because of the time factor involved in their manufacture. 

Coal presents not only the most serious but the most complicated 
problem. Once self-sufficient in this commodity, Europe is now with- 
out the labor, the food, the transportation, the housing and the ma- 
chinery needed to restore production quickly to its pre-war level. The 
Allied Control Commission is making every effort to speed the resump- 
tion of German production in order to supply the liberated areas, but 
despite considerable progress, the people of these areas face a winter 
of extreme hardship. 


WHAT IS BEING DONE 

The United States is now shipping approximately 1400,000 tons of 
coal to Europe a month. For the period ending January i the goal is 
8,000,000 tons, or slightly more than one percent of our domestic pro- 
duction. The limiting factor is not primarily one of supply, but of 
inland transportation facilities both here and abroad. 

The Department of Agriculture reports that shipments of food to the 
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paying governments and UNRRA during the last quarter of this year 
will include approximately these quantities : 

150 million pounds of meat and meat products ; 

70 milli on bushels of wheat; 

28 thousand short tons of raw sugar; 

90 millio n pounds of dried peas and beans; 

13 milli on pounds of lard. 

In addition, the Department of Agriculture is prepared to ship the 
following supplies of dairy products, in at least these quantities, as soon 
as financial arrangements have been satisfactorily completed: 

60 million pounds of cheese; 

200 million pounds of evaporated milk; 

25 million pounds of dry whole milk powder; 

80 milli on pounds of dry skim milk powder; 

15 millio n potmds of condensed milk. 

It should be remembered that these supplies will serve not to im- 
prove, but only to sustain the diet of the liberated peoples, which re- 
mains below the minimum level of subsistence. In some cases the 
doubling of these food shipments waits only upon the conclusion of 
satisfactory financial arrangements. 

This Government has abundant evidence that the American people 
are aware of the suffering among our allies. They have also made plain 
their determination that this country shall do its full part, along with 
other supplying nations, in helping to restore health and strength to 
those who fought at our side both in Europe and in the Far East It is 
an American responsibility not only to our friends, but to ourselves, to 
see that this job is done and done quickly. 


136 Statement by the President on the Liberation of Korea. 
September 18, 1945 

THE SURRENDER of the Japanese forces in Seoul, ancient Korean 
capital, heralds the liberation of a freedom-loving and heroic people. 
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Despite their long and cruel subjection under the warlords of Japan, 
the Koreans have kept alive their devotion to national liberty and to 
their proud cultural heritage. This subjection has now ended. The 
Japanese warlords are being removed. Such Japanese as may be tem- 
porarily retained are being utilized as servants of the Korean people 
and of our occupying forces only because they are deemed essential by 
reason of their technical qualifications. 

In this moment of liberation we are mindful of the diflScult tasks 
which lie ahead. The building of a great nation has now begun with 
the assistance of the United States, China, Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union, who are agreed that Korea shall become free and independent. 

The assumption by the Koreans themselves of the responsibilities and 
functions of a free and independent nation and the elimmation of all 
vestiges of Japanese control over Korean economic and political life will 
of necessity require time and patience. The goal is ia view but its 
speedy attamment will require the joint efforts of the Korean people 
and of the allies. 

The American people rejoice in the liberation of Korea as the Tae- 
gook-kee, the ancient flag of Korea, waves again in the Land of the 
Morning Calm. 


137 The President’s News Conference of 
September 18, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I am reorganizing the Labor Department, putting 
all the functions of the War Labor Board, the War Manpower Com- 
mission, and the USES into the Labor Department, and transferring 
their functions to the Secretary of Labor, giving him all their powers 
and appropriations and everything else that goes with them; and 
eventually we will centralize every labor function in the Labor De- 
partment, so far as possible. 

[2.] I am transferring OES, Office of Economic Stabilization, to 
War Mobilization and Reconversion; that is, to Mr. Snyder. 

[3.] I signed the act providing for a single Surplus Property Ad- 
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ministrator this morning. I appointed Stuart Symington to that job. 

[4.] I received an acceptance from Judge Owen Roberts today to 
act as rbairman of the committee to award Medals of Merit to civilians. 

[5.] Now I have accepted the resignation of Mr. Stimson today as 
Secretary of War and appointed Robert P. Patterson to be Secretary 
of War. I accepted Mr. Stimson’s resignation very reluctantly. I think 
he is one of our great public servants. I want to annoxmee also that 
the Assistant Secretaries, John J. McCloy and Robert Lovett, sent me 
their resignations at the same time Mr. Stimson did, but I am not 
accepting them immediately. 

[6.] I am appointing Senator Harold H. Burton of Ohio to be 
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. \Subdued 
laughter and a surprised low whistle'\ 

Q. Anything else, Mr. President.? 

[7.] Q. We do have a question, Mr. President. I wonder if you 
can tell us what action the reorganized Labor Department might be 
taking in the Detroit situation. 

THE PKESiDENT. That will be entirely in the hands of the Secretary 
of Labor, and he will take whatever action is necessary, whatever ac- 
tion he can, under the law. 

Q. Do you plan to put the FEPC under the Labor Department, 
too? 

THE PRESIDENT. If it belongs to the War Manpower Commission, 
that’s where it will go. 

[8.] Q. What happens to the Chairman of OES ? ^ 

THE PRESIDENT. The Chairman of the OES? Well, he won’t have 
anything to do. John Snyder will take his job. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, did you have any advance information, or 
know what General MacArthur said about the number of troops 
needed in Japan? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I didn’t. I’m glad to see that the General won’t 
need as many as he thought. He said first 500,000, later 400,000 and 
now 200,000. It helps to get as many more men out of the Army as 
possible. 

^ William H. Davis, Director, Office of Economic Stabilization. 
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[10.] Q. Mr. President, is there going to be any change in the Execu- 
tive order of August 18 on the loan policy ? 

THE PEESIDENT. No. 

[ii.] Q. May I follow that with another question, sir.? Mr. Davis, 
who was Economic Stabilizer, some few days ago said it was planned 
to increase wages 50 percent in 5 years without increasing prices. 

THE PEESIDENT, He Wasn’t speaking for the administration when he 
made that statement. 

[12.] Q. With this cut in occupation troops in Japan, do you see 
an earlier end to the draft than previously ? 

THE PEESIDENT. I Can’t answcT that tmtil I know the policy of the 
War Department and know how many troops of occupation are needed. 
The draft will not be continued any longer than is absolutely necessary. 

Q. Is there any indication General Eisenhower’s request for troops 
may be reduced.? 

THE PEESIDENT. There has been some indication of that— yes. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s twenty-sixth conference: Lewis B. Schwellenbach, 
news conference was held in his office Secretary of Labor; John W. Snyder, 
at the White House at 4 pun. on Tues- Director, Office of War Mobilization 
day, September 18, 1945. The White and Reconversion; and David R. Cal- 
House Official Reporter noted that the houn of St. Louis, 
following special guests attended this 


138 Statement by the President Concerning Demobilization 
of the Armed Forces. September 19, 1945 

EVERY AMERICAN has an interest in when our soldiers and sailors 
will return to civilian life. With many of us, this is a personal interest. 
We all want to feel sure that no one is going to be held in the service 
a day longer than is necessary to see the job through. 

I think we should all be very clear about one thing. An impression 
has spread that the speed of demobilization is governed by our future 
needs for occupation and other forces. That is, of course, not true. 

No one now can accurately forecast what those needs are going to be. 


63931— ei 24 
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Our earlier estimates are being constantly revised. For example, Gen- 
eral MacArthur this week stated that he would be able to handle the 
occupation of Japan and Korea with half the troops that only a month 
ago he estimated he would need for that purpose. 

Carrying on our demobilization as rapidly as we can— which we 
are now doing— we shall not really face the problem of the size or 
makeup of the occupation forces until next Spring. By that time, we 
ought to know how many men we shall need for occupation and to 
what extent that need can be met through volunteers. 

I think the Army has given all of us good reason for the same con- 
fidence in its ability to win the battle of demobilization which we had 
in its ability to win the war. The day Japan surrendered the Army had 
to scrap all its plans for an all-out assault and do a right-about face. 
That was August 14th. In less than one month since then the number 
of men discharged firom the Army each day has risen from 4,200 to 
more than 15,200. Our soldiers are now being returned to civilian 
life at a rate in excess of 650 per hour, 24 hours per day. This repre- 
sents a speedup of better than 375 percent in 30 days. Such a per- 
formance justifies full confidence. 

The Army’s plans call for the return to their homes of more than 
2,000,000 soldiers between V-J Day and Christmas, 1945. Between 
now and Christmas the discharge rate will steadily rise from the present 
daily figure of 15,200 to not less than 22,000 per day and by January, 
1946, to more than 25,000 per day. 

The Army and Navy mean to do the task set for them with the mini- 
mum number of men. There will be no padding in our armed forces. 
America is going to keep the full strength she needs for her national 
commitments. But the rest of the men are coming back home, and 
coming as fast as the Services can get them out. 
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139 Letter Accepting Resignation of Henry L. Stimson as 
Secretary of War. September 20 , 1945 

[ Rdeascd September 20, 1945. Dated September 19, 1945 ] 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The time has come when a grateful Nation must recognize your 
right to enter into the retirement which you have earned through forty 
years of outstanding public service. I therefore accept, effective as of 
the close of business on Friday, September twenty-first, your resigna- 
tion as Secretary of War. By a happy coincidence you will lay down the 
burden of office on your seventy-eighth birthday. 

I trust that the day may be as happy to you personally as it will be 
memorable in the national history. My warmest greetings to a hale 
veteran yoimg in all save years. You richly merit the leisure which is 
now yours to enjoy. 

It is difficult to estimate the value of the long public service in which 
you have attained high eminence in such diverse fields of activity. You 
have held three Cabinet posts imder four Presidents. To the discharge 
of the duties of each of these posts you have brought wisdom, vision 
and true statesmanship. No one saw more clearly than you how the 
shape of things to come was foreshadowed in the Japanese aggression 
in Manchuria. Historians will speculate whether the holocaust which 
spread over the whole world within a decade could not have been pre- 
vented had your advice as Secretary of State been followed. 

The Nation and the world are familiar with the inadequacy of our 
Army when you went back to the Department of War, a little more 
fhan five years ago. Under your a dmini stration it reached the greatest 
strength in our history and became the best trained and best equipped 
army in the world. 

These are but two phases of your public service. As I tender to you 
the thanks of the Nation, I cherish the hope that we may continue 
to rely on the counsel which you can give out of so rich an experience. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of War] 

kote: Secretary Stimson served from July 10, t^o, through September 21, 1945* 
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140 Letter to General William J. Donovan on the 
Ter min ation of the OflSce of Strategic Services. 

September 20, 1945 
My dear General Donovan: 

I appreciate very much the work which you and your staff under- 
took, begixuiing prior to the Japanese surrender, to liquidate those war- 
time activities of the OflSce of Strategic Services which will not be 
needed in time of peace. 

Timely steps should also be taken to conserve those resources and 
skills developed within your organization which are vital to our peace- 
time purposes. 

Accordingly, I have today directed, by Executive order, that the 
activities of the Research and Analysis Branch and the Presentation 
Branch of the OflSce of Strategic Services be transferred to the State 
Department. This transfer, which is effective as of October i, 1945, 
represents the beginning of the development of a coordinated system 
of foreign intelligence within the permanent framework of the 
Government. 

Consistent with the foregoing, the Executive order provides for the 
transfer of the remaining activities of the OflSce of Strategic Services to 
the War Department; for the abolition of the OflSce of Strategic Serv- 
ices; and for the continued orderly liquidation of some of the activities 
of the Office without interrupting other services of a military nature 
the need for which will continue for some time. 

I want to take this occasion to thank you for the capable leadership 
you have brought to a vital wartime activity in your capacity as Director 
of Strategic Services. You may well find satisfaction in the achieve- 
ments of the Office and take pride in your own contribution to them. 
These are in themselves large rewards. Great additional reward for 
your efforts should lie in the knowledge that the peacetime intelligence 
services of the Government are being erected on the foundation of the 
facilities and resources mobilized through the Office of Strategic 
Services during the war. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Major General William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic Services] 
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14 1 Letter to Secretary Byrnes Concerning the Development 
of a Foreign Intelligence Program. September 20 , 1945 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I have today signed an Executive order which provides for the trans- 
fer to the State Department of the functions, personnel, and other re- 
sources of the Research and Analysis Branch and the Presentation 
Branch of the Ofi&ce of Strategic Services. The order also transfers the 
remaining activities of the OflSce of Strategic Services to the War De- 
partment and abolishes that Office. These changes become effective 
October i, 1945. 

The above transfer to the State Department will provide you with 
resources which we have agreed you will need to aid in the development 
of our foreign policy, and will assure that pertinent experience accumu- 
lated during the war will be preserved and used in meeting the prob- 
lems of the peace. Those readjustments and reductions which are 
required in order to gear the transferred activities and resources into 
State Department operations should be made as soon as practicable. 

I particularly desire that you take the lead in developing a compre- 
hensive and coordinated foreign intelligence program for all Federal 
agencies concerned with that type of activity. This should be done 
through the creation of an interdepartmental group, heading up under 
the State Department, which would formulate plans for my approval. 
This procedure will permit the planning of complete coverage of the 
foreign intelligence field and the assigning and controlling of opera- 
tions in such manner that the needs of both the individual agencies and 
the Government as a whole will be met vtith maximum effectiveness. 

Sincerely yours, 

Habry S. Truman 

[The Honorable, The Secretary of State] 
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142 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Henry L. Stimson. September 21, 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

AS SECRETARY OF WAR from the beginning of the actual mobiliza- 
tion of the Army to the final victory over Japan, Henry Lewis Stimson 
gave the United States of America a measure of distinguished service 
exceptional in the history of the nation. 

Following 40 years of conspicuous public service in which he fought 
as a combat officer in one war and twice served in the cabinets of 
Presidents, Mr. Stimson unhesitatingly accepted the vast responsibility 
for the development of the American armies to play a determining part 
in the desperate human conflict now victoriously terminated. 

His fearlessness, his integrity, his rich experience, his wisdom and 
his statesmanship were largely contributory to the successful mobiliza- 
tion, deployment and operations of an Army in which his countrymen 
may take everlasting pride. His steadfast purpose and unselfish devo- 
tion were an inspiration to men-at-arms in American forces throughout 
the world in their bitter fight to maintain moral right, freedom, justice 
and civilization itself. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by day of Mr. Stimson’s term of service as 
the President in a ceremony in the Rose Secretary of War. 

Garden at the White House on the last 


143 Statement of Policy, Approved by the President, Relating 
to Post-War Japan. September 22, 1945 

[ Released September 22, 1945. Dated September 6, 1945 ] 

U.S. initial post-surrender policy for JAPAN 
Purpose of this Document 

This document is a statement of general initial policy relating to 
Japan after surrender. It has been approved by the President and 
distributed to the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and to 
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appropriate U.S. departments and agencies for their guidance. It does 
not deal with all matters relating to the occupation of Japan requiring 
policy determinations. Such matters as are not included or are not 
fully covered herein have been or will be dealt with separately. 

PART I — Ultimate Objectives 

The ultimate objectives of the United States in regard to Japan, to 
which policies in the initial period must conform, are: 

(a) To insure that Japan will not again become a menace to the 
United States or to the peace and security of the world. 

(b) To bring about the eventual establishment of a peaceful and 
responsible government which wih respect the rights of other states 
and will support the objectives of the United States as reflected in the 
ideals and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. The United 
States desires that this government should conform as closely as may 
be to principles of democratic self-government but it is not the respon- 
sibility of the Allied Powers to impose upon Japan any form of govern- 
ment not supported by the freely expressed will of the people. 

These objectives will be achieved by the following principal means: 

(a) Japan’s sovereignty will be limited to the islands of Honshu, 
Hokkaido, Kyushu, Shikoku and such min or outlying islands as may 
be determined, in accordance with the Cairo Declaration and other 
agreements to which the United States is or may be a party. 

(b) Japan will be completely disarmed and demilitarized. The 
authority of the militarists and the influence of militarism will be 
totally elimin ated from her political, economic, and social life. Insti- 
tutions expressive of the spirit of militarism and aggression will be 
vigorously suppressed. 

(c) The Japanese people shall be encouraged to develop a desire for 
individual liberties and respect for fundamental human rights, par- 
ticularly the freedoms of religion, assembly, speech, and the press. 
They shall also be encouraged to form democratic and representative 
organizations. 

(d) The Japanese people shall be afforded opportunity to develop for 
themselves an economy which will permit the peacetime requirements 
of the population to be met 
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PART u— Allied Authority 

1. Military Occupation. 

Tkere will be a military occupation of the Japanese home islands 
to carry into efiect the surrender terms and further the achievement 
of the ultimate objectives stated above. The occupation shall have the 
character of an operation in behalf of the principal allied powers act- 
ing in the interests of the United Nations at war with Japan. For that 
reason, participation of the forces of other nations that have taken a 
leading part in the war against Japan will be welcomed and expected. 
The occupation forces will be under the command of a Supreme Com- 
mander designated by the United States. 

Although every effort will be made, by consultation and by con- 
stitution of appropriate advisory bodies, to establish policies for the con- 
duct of the occupation and the control of Japan which will satisfy the 
principal Allied powers, in the event of any differences of opinion 
among them, the policies of the United States will govern. 

2. Relationship to Japanese Government. 

The authority of the Emperor and the Japanese Goveriunent will be 
subject to the Supreme Commander, who will possess all powers neces- 
sary to effectuate the surrender terms and to carry out the policies 
established for the conduct of the occupation and the control of Japan. 

In view of the present character of Japanese society and the desire of 
the United States to attain its objectives with a minimum commitment 
of its forces and resources, the Supreme Commander will exercise his 
authority through Japanese governmental machinery and agencies, in- 
cluding the Emperor, to the extent that this satisfactorily furthers 
United States objectives. The Japanese Government will be permitted, 
imder his instructions, to exercise the normal powers of government in 
matters of domestic administration. This policy, however, will be 
subject to the right and duty of the Supreme Commander to require 
changes in governmental machinery or personnel or to act directly if 
the Emperor or other Japanese authority does not satisfactorily meet 
the requirements of the Supreme Commander in effectuating the sur- 
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render terms. This policy, moreover, does not commit the Supreme 
Commander to support the Emperor or any other Japanese govern- 
mental authority in opposition to evolutionary changes looking toward 
the attainment of United States objectives. The policy is to use the 
existing form of Government in Japan, not to support it. Changes in 
the form of Government initiated by the Japanese people or govern- 
ment in the direction of modifying its feudal and authoritarian tenden- 
cies are to be permitted and favored. In the event that the effectuation 
of such changes mvolves the use of force by the Japanese people or 
government against persons opposed thereto, the Supreme Commander 
should intervene only where necessary to ensure the security of his 
forces and the attainment of all other objectives of the occupation. 

3. Publicity as to Policies. 

The Japanese people, and the world at large, shall be kept fully in- 
formed of the objectives and policies of the occupation, and of progress 
made in their fulfilment. 


PART va.— Political 

I. Disarmament and Demilitarization. 

Disarmament and demilitarization are the primary tasks of the mili- 
tary occupation and shall be carried out promptly and with determina- 
tion. Every effort shall be made to bring home to the Japanese people 
the part played by the military and naval leaders, and those who col- 
laborated with them, in bringing about the existing and future distress 
of the people. 

Japan is not to have an army, navy, airforce, secret police organization, 
or any civil aviation. Japan’s groimd, air and naval forces shall be dis- 
armed and disbanded and the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters, 
the General Staff and all secret police organizations shall be dissolved. 
Military and naval materiel, military and naval vessels and military and 
naval installations, and military, naval and civilian aircraft shall be sur- 
rendered and shall be disposed of as required by the Supreme 
C omm ander- 

High officials of the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters, and 
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General Staff, other high military and naval ofl&cials of the Japanese 
Government, leaders of ultra-nationalist and militarist organizations and 
other important exponents of militarism and aggression will be taken 
into custody and held for future disposition. Persons who have been 
active exponents of militarism and militant nationalism will be re- 
moved and escluded from public office and from any other position of 
public or substantial private responsibility. Ultra-nationalistic or mili- 
taristic social, political, professional and commercial societies and in- 
stitutions vsdll be dissolved and prohibited. 

Militarism and ultra-nationalism, in doctrine and practice, including 
para-miKtary training, shall be eliminated from the educational system. 
Former career military and naval officers, both commissioned and non- 
commissioned, and all other exponents of militarism and ultra-nation- 
alism shall be excluded from supervisory and teaching positions. 

2. War Criminals. 

Persons charged by the Supreme Commander or appropriate United 
Nations Agencies ■with being war criminals, including those charged 
with having visited cruelties upon United Nations prisoners or other 
nationals, shall be arrested, tried and, if convicted, punished. Those 
wanted by another of the United Nations for ofienses against its 
nationals, shall, if not wanted for trial or as witnesses or otherwise by the 
Supreme Commander, be turned over to the custody of such other 
nation. 

3. Encouragement of Desire for Individual Liberties and Democratic 
Processes. 

Freedom of religious worship shall be proclaimed promptly on occu- 
pation. At the same time it should be made plain to the Japanese that 
ultra-nationalistic and militaristic organizations and movements will 
not be permitted to hide behind the cloak of religion. 

The Japanese people shall be afforded opportunity and encoiuraged to 
become familiar ■with the history, institutions, culture, and the accom- 
plishments of the United States and the other democracies. Association 
of personnel of the occupation forces vitith the Japanese population 
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should be controlled, only to the extent necessary, to further the policies 
and objectives of the occupation. 

Democratic political parties, vstith rights of assembly and public dis- 
cussion, shall be encouraged, subject to the necessity for maintaining the 
security of the occupying forces. 

Laws, decrees and regulations which establish discr imin ations on 
grounds of race, nationality, creed or pohtical opinion shall be abro- 
gated; those which conflict with the objectives and policies outlined in 
this document shall be repealed, suspended or amended as required; 
and agencies charged specifically with their enforcement shall be 
abolished or appropriately modified. Persons unjustly confined by 
Japanese authority on political grounds shall be released. The judicial, 
legal and police systems shall be reformed as soon as practicable to con- 
form to the policies set forth in Articles i and 3 of this Part III and 
thereafter shall be progressively influenced, to protect individual liber- 
ties and civil rights. 

PART Vi— Economic 

I. Economic DemUitarization. 

The existing economic basis of Japanese milit ary strength must be 
destroyed and not be permitted to revive. 

Therefore, a program will be enforced containing the following ele- 
ments, among others; the immediate cessation and future prohibition 
of production of all goods designed for the equipment, maintenance, 
or use of any military force or establishment; the imposition of a ban 
upon any specialized facilities for the production or repair of imple- 
ments of war, including naval vessels and all forms of aircraft; the 
institution of a system of inspection and control over selected elements 
in Japanese economic activity to prevent concealed or disguised mili- 
tary preparation; the elimination in Japan of those selected industries 
or branches of production whose chief value to Japan is in preparing 
for war; the prohibition of specialized research and instruction directed 
to the development of war-making power; and the limitation of the 
size and character of Japan’s heavy industries to its future peaceful re- 
quirements, and restriction of Japanese merchant shipping to the ex- 
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tent required to accomplish the objectives of demilitarization. 

The eventual disposition of those existing production facilities within 
Japan which arc to be eliminated in accord with this program, as be- 
tween conversion to other uses, transfer abroad, and scrapping will be 
determined after inventory. Pending decision, facilities readily con- 
vertible for civilian production should not be destroyed, except in emer- 
gency situations. 

2 . Promotion of Democratic Forces. 

Encouragement shall be given and favor shown to the development 
of organizations in labor, industry, and agriculture, organized on a 
democratic basis. Policies shall be favored which permit a wide distri- 
bution of income and of the ownership of the means of production and 
trade. 

Those forms of economic activity, organization and leadership shall 
be favored that are deemed likely to strengthen the peaceful disposition 
of the Japanese people, and to make it difficult to command or direct 
economic activity in support of military ends. 

To this end it shall be the policy of the Supreme Commander: 

(a) To prohibit the retention in or selection for places of importance 
in the economic field of individuals who do not direct future Japanese 
economic effort solely towards peaceful ends; and 

(b) To favor a program for the dissolution of the large industrial 
and banking combinations which have exercised control of a great part 
of Japan’s trade and industry. 

3 . Resumption of Peaceful Economic Activity. 

The policies of Japan have brought down upon the people great eco- 
nomic destruction and confronted them with the prospect of economic 
difficulty and suffering. The plight of Japan is the direct outcome of its 
own behavior, and the Allies will not undertake the burden of repair- 
ing the damage. It can be repaired only if the Japanese people renounce 
all military aims and apply themselves diligently and vtith single pur- 
pose to the ways of peaceful living. It will be necessary for them to 
undertake physical reconstruction, deeply to reform the nature and 
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direction of their economic activities and institutions, and to find useful 
employment for their people along lines adapted to and devoted to 
peace. The Allies have no intention of imposing conditions which 
would prevent the accomplishment of these tasks in due time. 

Japan will be expected to provide goods and services to meet the needs 
of the occupying forces to the extent that this can be effected without 
causing starvation, widespread disease and acute physical distress. 

The Japanese authorities will be expected, and if necessary directed, 
to maintain, develop and enforce programs that serve the following 
purposes: 

(a) To avoid acute economic distress. 

(b) To assure just and impartial distribution of available supplies. 

(c) To meet the requirements for reparations deliveries agreed upon 
by the Allied Governments. 

(d) To facilitate the restoration of Japanese economy so that the 
reasonable peaceful requirements of the population can be satisfied. 

In this connection, the Japanese authorities on their own responsibility 
shall be permitted to establish and administer controls over economic 
activities, including essential national public services, finance, banking, 
and production and distribution of essential commodities, subject to the 
approval and review of the Supreme Commander in order to assure their 
conformity with the objectives of the occupation. 

4. Reparations and Restitution. 

Reparations. Reparations for Japanese aggression shall be made : 

(a) Through the transfer — ^as may be determined by the appropriate 
Allied authorities— of Japanese property located outside of the territories 
to be retained by Japan. 

(b) Through the transfer of such goods or existing capital equip- 
ment and facilities as are not necessary for a peaceful Japanese economy 
or the supplying of the occupying forces. Exports other than those 
directed to be shipped on reparation account or as restitution may be 
made only to those recipients who agree to provide necessary imports 
in exchange or agree to pay for such exports in foreign exchange. No 
form of reparation shall be exacted which will interfere with or 
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prejudice the program for Japan’s demilitarization. 

Restitution. Full and prompt restitution will be required of all 
identifiable looted property. 

5. Vised, Monetary, and Banking Policies. 

The Japanese authorities will remain responsible for the manage- 
ment and direction of the domestic fiscal, monetary, and credit policies 
subject to the approval and review of the Supreme Commander. 

6. Internationd Trade and Financid Relations. 

Japan shall be permitted eventually to resume normal trade relations 
with the rest of the world. During occupation and imder suitable 
controls, Japan will be permitted to purchase from foreign countries 
raw materials and other goods that it may need for peaceful purposes, 
and to export goods to pay for approved imports. 

Control is to be maintained over all imports and exports of goods, 
and foreign exchange and financial transactions. Both the policies 
followed in the exercise of these controls and their actual administration 
shall be subject to the approval and supervision of the Supreme Com- 
mander in order to make sure that they are not contrary to the poli- 
cies of the occupying authorities, and in particular that all foreign 
purchasing power that Japan may acquire is utilized only for essential 
needs. 

7. Japanese Property Located Abroad. 

Existing Japanese external assets and existing Japanese assets located 
in territories detached from Japan under the terms of surrender, in- 
cluding assets owned in whole or part by the Imperial Household and 
Government, shall be revealed to the occupying authorities and held 
for disposition according to the decision of the Allied authorities. 

8. Equdity of Opportunity for Foreign Enterprise within Japan. 

The Japanese authorities shall not give, or permit any Japanese busi- 
ness organization to give, exclusive or preferential opportunity or terms 
to the enterprise of any foreign coimtry, or cede to such enterprise con- 
trol of any important branch of economic activity. 
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Harry S. Truman, ^945 


9. Imperial Household Property. 

Imperial Household property shall not be exempted from any action 
necessary to carry out the objectives of the occupation. 


note: The White House release of the 
text of this document stated that it was 
prepared joindy by the Department of 
State, the War Department, and the 
Navy Department, and that it was ap- 
proved by the President on Septem- 


ber 6. The release further stated that 
“the document in substance was sent to 
General MacArthur by radio on August 
29 and after approval by the President 
by messenger on September 6.” 


144 Letter to Henry J. Kaiser Calling Upon Him To Head 
the Second United National Clothing Collection 
Campaign. September 23, 1945 

[ Released September 23, 1945. Dated August 21, 1945 ] 

Dear Henry: 

Again the need for used clothing for war sufferers all over the world 
is urgent. It is imperative that we act at once to provide clothing for 
the relief of men, women and children in war ravaged lands. 

I am, therefore, calling upon you again to lead the Nation in this 
campaign to alleviate incalculable hardships which will be endured 
next winter unless we act without delay. The results achieved under 
your leadership earlier this year were magnificent. 

Splendid as were the results of that effort, however, it is plainly evi- 
dent that additional quantities of clothing must be secured to meet the 
tremendous war relief needs which the world now faces, not only in 
Europe but also in liberated areas in the Pacific. Other countries — 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand— will conduct collections to help meet 
this urgent situation, but the dire need justified another appeal to the 
people in the United States. 

Without adequate clothing and other necessities of life to sustain vic- 
tims of war on the long road to rehabilitation there can be no peace. I, 
therefore^ ask you and the more than seven thousand local chairmen of 
the United National Clothing Collection to lead the Nation in another 
clothing collection drive for the relief of victims of war. 
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The universal response last spring, when all groups concerned with 
problems of war relief joined with United Nations Relief and Rehabili- 
tation Administration in one great national appeal, has proven beyond 
any doubt the value and efficiency of the united endeavor which I now 
request you to carry on again. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Henry J. Kaiser, 1522 Latham Square Building, Oakland, California] 
note: Mr. Kaiser’s letter of acceptance, dated August 24, 1945, was also released. 

145 Message Approved by the President Concerning the 
Extent of General MacArthur’s Authority in Japan. 
September 24, 1945 

[ Released September 24, 1945. Dated September 6, 1945 ] 

I. THE AUTHORITY of the Emperor and the Japanese Govern- 
ment to rule the State is subordinate to you as Supreme Conamander for 
the Allied powers. You will exercise your authority as you deem 
proper to carry out your mission. Our relations with Japan do not rest 
on a contractual basis, but on an unconditional surrender. Since your 
authority is supreme, you will not entertain any question on the part of 
the Japanese as to its scope. 

2. Control of Japan shall be exercised through the Japanese Govern- 
ment to the extent that such an arrangement produces satisfactory re- 
sults. This does not prejudice your right to act directly if required. 
You may enforce the orders issued by you by the employment of such 
measures as you deem necessary, including the use of force. 

3. The statement of intentions contained in the Potsdam Declaration 
will be given full effect. It will not be given effect, however, because 
we consider ourselves bound in a contractual relationship with Japan 
as a result of that document. It will be respected and given effect be- 
cause the Potsdam Declaration forms a part of our policy stated in good 
faith with relation to Japan and with relation to peace and security in 
the Far East. 
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note: The White House release of the 
message stated that it was approved by 
the President on September 6 and was 
transmitted the same day to General 
MacArthur through the Joint Chiefs of 


Staff. It further stated that the message 
was prepared joindy by the Depart- 
ment of State, the War Department, 
and the Navy Department. 


146 Letter to the Speaker o£ the House of Representatives 
Transmitting Proposed Reductions in Appropriations for 
the War Department. September 25, 1945 


The Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of 
the Congress (i) proposed rescissions of portions of appropriations for 
the Military Establishment available for the fiscal year 1946, amounting 
to $28,^2,772,000, and (2) a proposed provision authorizing certain 
transfers of appropriated funds. 

I plan a continuing review of appropriations for the Military Estab- 
lishment and will recommend such further adjustments as conditions 
warrant. 

The details of these proposed rescissions and the proposed provision 
pertaining to existing appropriations are set forth in the letter of the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in whose 
comments and observations thereon I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


note: a White House release describ- 
ing the President’s proposal pointed out 
that, in addition to the recommended 
rescissions amotmting to $28.7 billion, 
another half billion dollars would be 
returned to the Treasury by the War 
Department from funds available in 
special replacing accounts. The release 
also stated that the recommended re- 
ductions reflected savings due to the 
decrease in the strength of the Army 
and reduced requirements for supplies 


and equipment made possible by the 
surrender of Japan. The release fur- 
ther stated that it was contemplated that 
the Army would be reduced to a 
strength of 1,950,000 by June 30, 1946. 
It added that allowances had been made 
for an adequate research program, lim- 
ited procurement of newly developed 
weapons of warfare, and for continued 
production on a reduced scale of ad- 
vanced types of aircraft. 

The details of the proposal as set 
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forth in the letter of the Director of the House Document 290 (79*^ Cong,, 1st 
Bureau of the Budget^ transmitted with sess.). 
the President’s letter, are printed in 


147 The President’s News Conference of 
September 26, 1945 

THE PBEsiDENT. WcU, IVc no particular announcements to make to you 
this morning; I just thought maybe it was time to have a press confer- 
ence, and if you 

[i.] Q. Mr. President, what is your reaction to proposals from 
abroad for the establishment of an Allied Control Commission for 
Japan? 

THE PREsroENT. Well, the establishment of the Japanese Government 
was agreed to by all the Allied nations interested, and it is satisfactory 
to them. I hadn’t received any notice there would be a discussion of 
that sort. 

[2.] Q. Getting a little closer home, some weeks ago I asked you 
about the St. Lawrence Seaway, and you said you expected to have 
something for us soon. 

THE PRESIDENT. I’m Still expecting it; I haven’t it ready yet. 

Q. In view of the fact that Governor Dewey has sent in his protest 
about New York State being excluded from that proposed bill, can 
you tell us when you are going to reply to Governor Dewey? 

THE PRESIDENT. Probably tomorrow. I’ll give it to you when it’s 
ready. 

[3.] Q. There has been a lot of curiosity about the gift of that C-54 
to General de Gaulle. The Treasury, the State Department, the White 
House, and the Attorney General don’t seem to know under what 
statute or Executive order a President is authorized to make such a 
gift. I wonder if you could make some comment on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The gift was made to General de Gaulle the same as 
the gift to former Prime Minister Churchill, General Chiang Kai-shek, 
and the King of Saudi Arabia under the War Powers Act^ and was done 
as a matter of good will, because we had more C-54’s than we could use 
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and General de Gaulle needed one. It was the Government of the 
United States in a gesture of friendship to the Government of France. 

[4.] Q. May I return to the first question? I believe the statement 
from the White House the other day said that when the other countries 
are not in agreement on occupation policy, that the policy of the United 
States will prevail. 

THE PREsroENT. That is correct. 

Q. The question I wanted to ask is, is there a mechanism to bring 
about a concerted policy on Japan? Is there a periodical opportunity 
to see that others agree ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The appointment of General MacArthur as Allied 
Commander in Chief was concurred in by all the interested powers, 
and he is designated to act for all the interested powers. 

Q. Do the other interested powers have the opportunity to express 
views on evolving occupation policies? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, they do, through the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Q. What if the Russians desire to get in touch vdth General Mac- 
Arthur and they are not members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff ? 

THE PRESIDENT. They have a representative with General MacArthur 
through whom they can get in touch with him, or through me if they 
desire. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any comments to make on reports firom 
London yesterday saying, I believe, that the Russians might want more 
part in the control of Japan ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I have no comment, because all I know is what I 
have seen in the papers. 

Q. When do they expect Mr. Byrnes back, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think Sometime within the next 10 days. I don’t 
know exactly. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think General MacArthur may come or send 
someone to the United States for consultation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t look foT him to do that; unless he feels it 
is necessary, I have no reason to ask him to come. 

[5.] Q. Any plans in the works for another Big Three conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. Any what? 
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Q. Any plans for another Big Three meeting ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[6.] Q. Anything to say on the reports of the failure of the Big 
Five foreign ministers’ conference in London 

THE PRESIDENT, They’re all surmises. You don’t know a thing about 
the meeting until it’s over. Let’s wait until we hear the ofEcial report 
of the Big Five and see whether it’s a failure or not. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, do you propose to send up a message this 
week on the atomic bomb and its disposition .? 

THE PRESIDENT. Sometime soon. 

[8.] Q. Mh. President, do you care to comment on the Ways and 
Means Committee’s killing the unemployment compensation bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. I didn’t know they had killed it. If they have, I’m 
sorry, and they’ll hear from me later.^ 

[9.] Q, Mr. President, the papers in Arkansas say you are to be 
there October 5 and 6 for the cotton-picking championship. Is that so .? 

THE PRESIDENT. I was expecting to go to Caruthersville to the fair 
on the 6th, and I had said to the Governor of Arkansas that if I could 
manage it I would stop there, but it looks now as if I am not going to 
get to either one. 

[10.] Q. May I ask you another question about the St. Lawrence 
Waterway: will there be a bill on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s Up to the Congress whether there’ll be a bill. 
I have voted for that twice. 

Q. You are expecting to send a message soon ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

[11.] Q. To go back from the St. Lawrence to Japan: what is the 
disposition of the fleet units that have been seized? Do we fall heir 
to the title to these, or are we going to split them up with the other 

THE PRESIDENT. They wiU probably be worked out as a reparations 

White House release of September 80, 1945, stated that some of the comment on 
the President's supplementary unemployment compensation proposal had Indicated a com- 
plete misunderstanding of the significance of the $25 a week maximum. As the President 
sought to make clear in his message to Congress on September 6th, the release continued, 
the $25 was a celling and not a guarantee that everyone would get $25 a week. All existing 
State laws which calculated weekly benefits as a percentage of wage loss would remain 
In effect, the release added. 
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question, just the same way the German and Italian fleets were worked 
out. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, do you think we are in more of an isola- 
tionist mood in this country now? David Lawrence wrote an article 
in the Star last night saying we are in more of an isolationist mood than 
in the past. 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t agree with him. If we ever get to that point, 
we are on the road to ruin just as in 1920. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Roosevelt, in his past conferences, 
make a commitment to the King of Arabia that the United States 
would not make an issue out of the Palestine question ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there is no record of any conference between the 
King of Arabia and the President in which any such statement was 
made. I have looked for it very carefully. 

[14.] Q. Is Leo Crowley planning to get out of Government? 

THE PRESIDENT. Leo— Mr. Crowley — ^has been trying to resign for some 
time, and I have persuaded him to stay so far. He may want to do it 
again, and I will probably talk with him some more.^ 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, have you taken up with Senator Downey 
anything about his proposed bill — ^that 20 percent wage increase bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. He was in and talked with me, but no conclusion was 
reached on it. He has a perfect right to introduce it if he wants to. 

Q. Mr. President, 

Q. Mr. President, do you have a nomination on the Solicitor General ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Let the lady ask a question; you had one before. 

[16.] Q. {Lady reporter'] The strike situation was apparently a 
factor m the House Ways and Means Committee’s shelving of the jobless 
bill; I wonder if you have anything to say on the strike situation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, the Secretary of Labor is working on the situation 
and I think he will bring it to a successful conclusion. 

Q. Can you tell us anything on the increase of wages at all ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rather not make a comment on it now. 

lA White House release dated September 27 announced that the President had that 
day accepted Mr Crowley’s resignation as Administrator of the Foreign Economic Adminis- 
tration and as a member of the board of directors of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion, effective at the close of business October 15. The release also Included the text of the 
letters exchanged between the President and Mr. Crowley. 
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[17.] Q. Mr. President, what are the chances of the United Nations 
headquarters being in the United States ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter that will be up to the United Nations 
to be settled by vote. They’re welcome to come to the United States if 
they so desire. 

[18.] Q. I may have misunderstood you, but do you, by your 
Downey reference, do you mean to say that you have no views on the 
subject of the Downey bill ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I have no comment to make on the Downey bill. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President^ has this disposition of the remainder of the 
German fleet been worked out ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The disposition was worked out at Berlin. It was to 
be divided into three sections, one to go to Russia, one to Great Britain, 
and one to the United States. 

Q. WiU that same split likely be made with the Japanese fleet ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t answer that until I have more information. 

[20.] Q. What about General Eisenhower’s new directive on 
Germany? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is following out the directive he received from the 
Potsdam conference — I like to call it the Berlin conference. 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, do you favor sharing the atomic bomb with 
other nations? 

THE PRESIDENT. I ivill answcT that question in my message to Congress. 

[22.] Q. Anything on the Labor conference agenda? 

THE PRESIDENT. You better speak to the Secretary on that. 

[23.] Q. How do you feel about the Alaska statehood question? 

THE PRESIDENT. Of couTse when Alaska is ready for statehood, it will 
be given to her. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note; President Truman’s twenty- [Ransome J.] Williams of South 
seventh news conference was held in his Carolina; Mayor Edwin Wehman of 
ofiGce at the White House at 10:05 Charleston; Mayor H. L. Smith, 

on Wednesday, September 26, 1945. Georgetown, S.C.; Mr. Julian Mitchell, 
The White House Official Reporter Chairman of the Board, National 
noted that the fdlowing special guests Banks, S.C.; Mr. B. M. Edvrards, Presi- 
attended this conference: “Governor dent of all National Banks, S.C.; Mr. 
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Arthur Simmons, Chairman of the Mr. Robert Figg, Solicitor of S.C.; Mr. 

Board, Ports Authority; Mr, James Coatsworth Means, Director, Ports Au- 

Smith, State Auditor; Mr. Morrison thority; Mr. Howard Danna, Ports Au- 

Tuten, Chairman, Ways and Means thority; Hon. J, D. Parler, State 

Committee; Mr. Thaddeus Street; Mr. Senator, S.C.; Hon. Solomon Blatt, 

Milton Pearlstine, on Ports Authority; Speaker of House of Representatives,” 


148 Telegram to the Governor of New York Concerning 
the St. Lawrence Seaway and Power Projects. 

September 27, 1945 

[ Released Sq)tember 37, 1945. Dated September 26, 1945 ] 

Honorable Thomas E. Dewey 

The Governor of the State of New Yor\ 

Albany, New Yor\ 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of September nine- 
teenth with reference to the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway and 
Power Projects. 

I am sure that you are aware of the fact that I have been and still am 
in favor of constructing both the Seaway and the Power projects; and 
was happy and proud to vote for them on December 12, 1944 when I 
was Vice President-elect but still a member of the United States Senate. 

I continue to be enthusiastically in favor not only of the development 
of the St. Lawrence Waterway but also of the water power on the 
river. I also continue to believe very strongly that the necessary power 
fadHties should be built by the Federal Government and turned over 
to the appropriate New York State agency in accordance with the agree- 
ment recommended by the Corps of Engineers of the United States 
Army and the Power Authority of the State of New York dated 
February 7, 1933. This was the program of President Roosevelt, and I 
have always been in favor of it. 

A group of Senators interested in these same objectives, composed of 
Republicans and Democrats, have been holding meetings to discuss the 
best means of obtaining these results. I am informed that you have 
been kept fully advised about these conferences as they have progressed. 
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The conferees have been advising with my representatives as to the best 
manner to bring the proposals to a successful conclusion in the Congress 
of the United States. 

Inasmuch as it is a legislative matter, I am inclined to follow their 
ultimate conclusions on the best means of avoiding continued fruitless 
discussion and of getting some early, definite action toward accomplish- 
ing both of these objectives. It is the early construction of the project — 
both power and seaway — ^which will benefit the people of New York 
and the Great Lakes area, and not the form of any particular bill. 

As you know, I have always been, and still am, ready to cooperate in 
any way I can to have the Congress of the United States ratify as soon 
as possible the Canadian-American agreement of March 19, 1941 for the 
development of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin, and also take the 
appropriate steps to transfer to the State of New York the ownership 
and management of the St. Lawrence power facilities at the Inter- 
national Rapids. 

I am not so much interested in the details of legislative procedure; 
nor do I feel that it is proper for me to interfere with the sponsors 
of the legislation as to the legislative procedure to be followed. I am, 
however, most interested in the ultimate objectives which I am sure you 
wish to attain just as I do. 

Copies of this telegram are being sent to the interested Senators and 
to the members of the New York State Power Authority. 

Harry S. Truman 


note: Governor Dewey’s telegram, re- 
leased with the President’s reply, stated 
that he had been informed that the 
President intended to sponsor a bill 
which would merely ratify the interna- 
tional agreement for the development of 
the St. Lawrence and completely omit 
the accord between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the State of New York for 
the development of its power resources. 
The telegram further stated that it had 
been suggested that the President would 
urge an amendment to the bill, after 
introduction, to permit the inclusion of 


the Federal-State accord. 

Governor Dewey stated that he was 
opposed to this procedure. “If the 
Federal-State accord is ultimately to be 
part of the bill,” he added, “in fairness 
to the committee members considering 
It and to the vital interests of the people 
of the State of New York the accord 
should be a part of the bill from the 
very beginning.” 

The telegram concluded with a state- 
ment that copies were being sent to in- 
terested Senators and members of the 
New York State Power Authority. 
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149 Veto of Bill for the Relief of the City of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. September 27, 1945 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 1634, 79th Congress, 
ist Session, a bill for the relief of the City of Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

The purpose of the measure is to authorize and direct payment of the 
sum of $8,750.13 to the City of Council Bluffs, Iowa, in full settlement 
of all claims against the United States for 50,144 sacks purchased by 
the city which were used together with other sacks furnished by the 
Engineer Corps, United States Army, to strengthen embankments 
along the Missouri River in order to avert the flood which threatened 
the city in the spring of 1943. The sacks for which payment is sought 
were purchased directly by the City of Council Bluffs from a private 
concern in advance of the threatened high waters. 

It appears that during the high water conditions encountered, the 
U.S. District Engineer at Omaha, Nebraska, rendered all possible assist- 
ance to local interests in the protection of private and public property 
at Council Bluffs and in strengthening all flood protection systems. 
This assistance also included rescue work. 

As indicated in the report on the measure, it has been the policy of 
the Engineer Department over a period of years to furnish Govern- 
ment property such as boats, barges and other equipment to stricken 
communities for emergency use in protection of life and property when 
no suitable private equipment was on hand. The cost of this assistance 
has been borne by the War Department. It has never been the prac- 
tice of the Engineer Department to make monetary restitution for 
efforts or materials expended by local authorities in flood fighting. 
The emergency flood protection measures taken by the City of Council 
Bluffs do not appear to differ from those taken by other cities and 
municipalities similarly affected by flood conditions. 

Because the enactment of the bill would have the effect of establish- 
ing a precedent for the payment of similar expenditures made by local 
interests during the 1943 flood emergency, as well as other emergencies 
which might arise on all navigable waters and their tributaries which 
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have been improved in the aid of navigation, and for flood control 
purposes, I feel obliged to withhold my approval of the legislation. 

Hakry S. Truman 


150 Proclamation 2667 : Policy of the United States With 
Respect to the Natural Resources of the Subsoil and Sea 
Bed of the Continental Shelf. September 28, 1945 

By the President of the United States of America a Proclamation: 

Whereas the Government of the United States of America, aware 
of the long range world-wide need for new sources of petroleum and 
other nainerals, holds the view that efforts to discover and make avail- 
able new supplies of these resources should be encouraged; and 
Whereas its competent experts are of the opinion that such resources 
imderlie many parts of the continental shelf off the coasts of the United 
States of America, and that with modern technological progress their 
utilization is already practicable or will become so at an early date; and 
Whereas recognized jurisdiction over these resources is required in 
the interest of their conservation and prudent utilization when and as 
development is undertaken; and 

Whereas it is the view of the Government of the United States that 
the exercise of jurisdiction over the natural resources of the subsoil and 
sea bed of the continental shelf by the contiguous nation is reasonable 
and just, since the effectiveness of measures to utilize or conserve these 
resources would be contingent upon cooperation and protection from 
the shore, since the continental shelf may be regarded as an extension 
of the land-mass of the coastal nation and thus naturally appurtenant 
to it, since these resources frequently form a seaward extension of a 
pool or deposit lying within the territory, and since self-protection com- 
pels the coastal nation to keep close watch over activities off its shores 
which are of the nature necessary for utilization of these resources; 

Now, Therefore, I, B^rry S. Truman, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the following policy of the United 
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States of America with respect to the natural resources of the subsoil 
and sea bed of the continental shelf. 


Having concern for the urgency of conserving and prudently utiliz- 
ing its natural resources, the Government of the United States regards 
the natural resources of the subsoil and sea bed of the continental shelf 
beneath the high seas but contiguous to the coasts of the United States 
as appertaining to the United States, subject to its jurisdiction and con- 
trol. In cases where the continental shelf extends to the shores of an- 
other State, or is shared with an adjacent State, the boundary shall be 
determined by the United States and the State concerned in accordance 
with equitable principles. The character as high seas of the waters 
above the continental shelf and the right to their free and unimpeded 
navigation are in no way thus affected. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to be aj 05 xed. 

Done at the City of Washington this twenty-eighth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-five, and 
[seal] of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and seventieth. 

Harry S. Truman 

By the President: 

Dean Acheson 

Acting Secretary of State 


note: The White House press release 
issued with this proclamation reads in 
part as follows: 

“The policy proclaimed by the Presi- 
dent in regard to the jurisdiction over 
the continental shelf does not touch 
upon the question of Federal versus 
State control. It is concerned solely 
with establishing the jurisdiction of the 
United States from an international 
standpoint. It will, however, make 
possible the orderly development of an 
underwater area 750,000 square mUes in 
extent. Generally, submerged land 
which is contiguous to the continent 


and which is covered by no more than 
100 fathoms (600 feet) of water is con- 
sidered as the continental shelf. 

“Petroleum geologists believe that 
portions of the continental shelf beyond 
the 3-mile limit contain valuable oil de- 
posits. The study of subsurface struc- 
tures associated with oil deposits which 
have been discovered along the gulf 
coast of Texas, for instance, indicates 
that corresponding deposits may under- 
lie the offshore or submerged land. 
The trend of oil-productive salt domes 
extends directly into the Gulf of Mexico 
off the Texas coast. Oil is also being 
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taken at present from wells within the 
3'mile limit off the coast of California. 
It is quite possible, geologists say, that 
the oil deposits extend beyond this tra- 
ditional limit of national jurisdiction. 

“Valuable deposits of minerals other 
than oil may also be expected to be 
found in these submerged areas. Ore 
mines now extend under the sea from 
the coasts of England, Chile, and other 
countries. 

“While asserting jurisdiction and con- 
trol of the United States over the min- 
eral resources of the continental shelf, 
the proclamation in no wise abridges 
the right of free and unimpeded navi- 
gation of waters of the character of high 
seas above the shelf, nor does it extend 
the present limits of the Territorial 
waters of the United States. 

“The advance of technology prior to 
the present war had already made possi- 
ble the exploitation of a limited amount 


of minerals from submerged lands 
within the 3-mile limit. The rapid de- 
velopment of technical knowledge and 
equipment occasioned by the war now 
makes possible the determination of the 
resources of the submerged lands out- 
side of the 3-mile limit. With the need 
for the discovery of additional resources 
of petroleum and other minerals, it be- 
came advisable for the United States to 
make possible orderly development of 
these resources. The proclamation of 
the President is designed to serve this 
purpose.” 

Executive Order 9633, reserving and 
setting aside the resources of the con- 
tinental shelf and placing them for ad- 
ministrative purposes, pending legisla- 
tive action, under the jurisdiction and 
control of the Secretary of the Interior, 
was released with the foregoing proc- 
lamation. For text see 3 CFR, 1943- 
1948 Comp., p. 437. 


151 Statement by the President on Announcing the 

Termination of the American Production Mission in 
China. September 29, 1945 


WHILE concluding this war mission, the American Government de- 
sires to continue its close cooperation with China. The American Pro- 
duction Mission is tangible evidence of the enduring friendship of our 
two nations. Out of our work together on problems of war production 
have come practical experience and mutual high regard which will be 
of great value to the future economic relations of our two countries and 
the world. 


note: This statement is part of a White 
House release announcing that the 
President was sending his Personal 
Representative, Edwin A. Locke, Jr., to 
China to discuss with Generalissimo 


Chiang Kai-shek and key Chinese offi- 
cials ways in which the industrial ex- 
perience of the United States could best 
be utilized to aid sound peacetime eco- 
nomic reconstruction and development 
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of China, The release stated that Mr, 
Locke would give particular attention 
to the situation confronting the Chinese 
as a result of China’s acquisition of large 
industries in Manchuria and other lib- 
erated provinces. The release further 
stated that Mr. Locke would be accom- 
panied by his Economic Adviser, Albert 
Z. Carr, 

In announcing that Mr. Locke would 
make arrangements for terminating the 
work of the American Production Mis- 
sion, established late in 1944 to aid 
China’s war effort, the release stated 


that the Mission had maintained a staff 
of about 20 American industrial special- 
ists in Chungking, The release con- 
tinued: “Their close collaboration with 
the Chinese Government has been in- 
strumental in obtaining increased pro- 
duction of munitions and basic raw 
materials from Free China’s industrial 
facilities. Since the Japanese surrender 
the Mission has been aiding the Chinese 
Government in dealing with the initial 
problems of reconversion and industrial 
revival.” 


152 Letter to General Eisenhower Concerning Conditions 
Facing Displaced Persons in Germany, 

September 29, 1945 

[ Released September 29, 1945, Dated August 31, 1945 ] 

My dear Genercd Eisenhower: 

I have received and considered the report of Mr, Earl G, Harrison, 
our representative on the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
upon his mission to inquire into the condition and needs of displaced 
persons in Germany who may be stateless or non-repatriable, particularly 
Jews, I am sending you a copy of that report, I have also had a long 
conference with him on the same subject matter. 

While Mr, Harrison makes due allowance for the fact that during 
the early days of liberation the huge task of mass repatriation required 
main attention, he reports conditions which now exist and which re- 
quire prompt remedy. These conditions, I know, are not in conformity 
with policies promulgated by SHAEF, now Combined Displaced Per- 
sons Executive. But they are what actually exists m the field. In 
other words, the policies are not being carried out by some of your 
subordinate officers. 

For example, militar y government officers have been authorized and 
even directed to requisition billctmg facilities from the German popula- 
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tion for the benefit of displaced persons. Yet, from this report, this has 
not been done on any wide scale. Apparently it is being taken for 
granted that all displaced persons, irrespective of their former persecu- 
tion or the likelihood that their repatriation or resettlement will be 
delayed, must remain in camps — ^many of which are overcrowded and 
heavily guarded. Some of these camps are the very ones where these 
people were herded together, starved, tortured and made to witness the 
death of their fellow-inmates and friends and relatives. The announced 
policy has been to give such persons preference over the German civilian 
population in housing. But the practice seems to be quite another 
thing. 

We must intensify our efforts to get these people out of camps and 
into decent houses until they can be repatriated or evacuated. These 
houses should be requisitioned from the German civilian population. 
That is one way to implement the Potsdam policy that the German 
people “cannot escape responsibility for what they have brought upon 
themselves.” 

I quote this paragraph with particular reference to the Jews among 
the displaced persons : 

“As matters now stand, we appear to be treating the Jews as the Nazis 
treated them except that we do not exterminate them. They are in con- 
centration camps in large numbers under our military guard instead of 
S.S. troops. One is led to wonder whether the German people, seeing 
this, are not supposing that we are following or at least condoning Nazi 
policy.” 

You will find in the report other illustrations of what I mean. 

I hope you will adopt the suggestion that a more extensive plan of 
field visitation by appropriate Army Group Headquarters be instituted, 
so that the humane policies which have been enunciated are not per- 
mitted to be ignored in the field. Most of the conditions now existing 
in displaced persons camps would quickly be remedied if through in- 
spection tours they came to your attention or to the attention of your 
supervisory officers. 

I know you will agree with me that we have a particular responsibility 
toward these victims of persecution and tyranny who are in our zone. 
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We must make clear to the German people that we thoroughly abhor 
the Nazi policies of hatred and persecution. We have no better op- 
portunity to demonstrate this than by the maimer in which we ourselves 
actually treat the survivors remaining in Germany. 

I hope you will report to me as soon as possible the steps you have 
been able to take to clean up the conditions mentioned in the report. 

I am communicating directly with the British Government in an 
effort to have the doors of Palestine opened to such of these displaced 
persons as wish to go there. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Habry S. Truman 

[General of the Army D. D. Eisenhower, G. Hq. USFET] 

note: Mr, Harrison’s report, in the made public General Eisenhowers re- 
form of a letter to the President, was ply, dated October 8, 1945. The letter 
also released. It is published in the De- is published in the Department of State 
partment of State Bulletin (voL 13, p. Bulletin (vol. 13, p. 607). 

456), See also Items 187 and 188. 

On October 16, the White House 


153 Letter to Harry L. Hopkins Concerning the Roosevelt 
National Memorial Committee. October i, 1945 

Dear Mr. Hopkins: 

I have your letter of September twenty-ninth and approve the action 
taken by the committee appointed by me at the meeting of September 
fifth. 

Now that your recommendations have been made, we can all proceed 
to speedy action to set up a national memorial worthy of the historic 

achievements in war and peace of the late illustrious President. 

Very sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

note: Mr. Hopkins’ letter, released cers and enlarging the membenhip o£ 
with the President’s reply, dealt with the memorial cmnniittee. 
plans for designating permanent oflS- 
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154 Radio Address Opening the 1945 National War Fund 
Campaign. October 2, 1945 

[ Broadcast from the White House at 10:30 pjn. ] 

My fellow citizens of the United States: 

This is the month when in cities and towns throughout the country 
the community war fund is making its aimual appeal. Perhaps you 
wonder why I am co min g to you in behalf of a war fund drive, now 
that all our enemies have surrendered. I shall tell you why. 

First let me explain that your community war fund joins in one com- 
bined appeal the agencies of the National War Fund serving our own 
armed forces and merchant mariae and those agencies helping to relieve 
the suffering and want of war victims among our Allies. The same 
federated fund also unites— in Community Chest cities— with the ap- 
peal for local agencies guarding the health and welfare of our own 
American homes and families. 

We must support these war fund agencies because of their support 
of our armed forces. Of course we gave our armed forces in the field 
the best equipment and supplies that we could provide. We gave our 
men the best training and leadership we could secure. We gave them 
everything we could. But there was one thing that we had to depend 
on the member agencies of the National War Fimd to supply. That 
was the plain, human friendship, the good-neighborliness, the little bit 
of home, that they provided our service men and women through every 
USO club and unit. 

I am speaking to you tonight because it is important, because it is 
imperative, that these War Fund agencies finish the job they were set 
up to do. War service has not ended. I don’t need to tell that to any- 
one whose son is still serving with the occupation forces or with the 
service troops in this country. For them, the war is still going on. 
That’s why USO and USO-Camp Shows must go on with the fine 
work they’ve been doing — ^until all our service men and women are 
back home with us again. 

Our returning veterans are looking forward to happy homes in which 
their children can grow up the way they should. They are looking 
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forward to living in a community which is concerned with the welfare 
of its citizens. They may not think of this in terms of a child welfare 
program, a family service society, a scout troop, a recreation program, 
a visiting nurse or a clinic. But these services, which in most of our 
cities are performed by agencies of the local Community Chest, help 
to determine the quality of Uving in their community. These are the 
services from which everyone in the community benefits. 

The appeal of the National War Fund and your local Community 
War Fund is a human appeal for three causes— for continued friendly 
services for the men and women who still have a job to do in the armed 
forces; for health and welfare services for our own people at home; 
and for relief and assistance for the war stricken people of liberated 
countries — our Allies who fought by our side. 

We have won the victory of arms; now let us push on to greater 
conquests — ^to the total victory of human justice and decency and faith 
in mankind. 

Let us be generous, and let us give abundant thanks to God in 
victory through our generosity. 


155 Special Message to the Congress on the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. October 3, 1945 

T o the Congress of the U nited States: 

As a part of ottr program of international cooperation, expanding 
foreign trade, and domestic progress m commerce and industry, I 
rec omm end the speedy approval by the Congress of the Agreement of 
March 19, 1941 between the United States and Canada for the develop- 
ment of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin. When approved, the 
two countries will be able to harness for the public benefit one of the 
greatest natural resources of North America, opening the Great Lakes 
to ocean navigation, and creating 2,200,000 horsepower of hydroelectric 
capacity to be divided equally between the people of the United States 
and Canada. 

The development, utilization and conservation of our natural re- 


6S931— 61 ^26 


359 



[155] Oct. 3 Public Papers of the Presidents 

sources are among those fields of endeavor where the government’s 
responsibility has been well recognized for many generations. 

During the war we were forced to suspend many of the projects 
designed to harness the waters of our great rivers for the promotion 
of commerce and industry and for the production of cheap electric 
power. We must now resume these projects and embark upon others. 

The Congress and the people of our country can take just pride and 
satisfaction in the foresight they showed by developing the Tennessee 
and Columbia Rivers and the rivers in the Central Valley of California. 
Without the power from these rivers the goal of 50,000 airplanes a 
year — considered fantastic only five short years ago, but actually sur- 
passed twice over— would have been impossible. Nor could we have 
developed the atomic bomb as early as we did without the large blocks 
of power we used from the T ennessee and Columbia Rivers. 

The timely development of these rivers shortened the war by many 
years, and saved coundess American lives. We must ever be grateful 
for the vision of the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the 
wisdom of the Congress in urging and approving the harnessing of 
these priceless natural resources. 

One of the great constructive projects of the North American con- 
tinent, in fact, one of the great projects of the world, which was delayed 
by the exigencies of war, is the St. Lawrence Seaway and Power project. 

For fifty years the United States and Canada under both Republican 
and Democratic administrations, under Liberal and Conservative gov- 
ernments, have envisioned the development of the project together, as 
a joint enterprise. 

Upon the expectation that we would join with them in completing 
this great engineering project, Canada has already built more than 
half its share of the undertaking. 

We, however, still have our major contribution to make. 

Every engineering investigation during the past fifty years, every 
economic study in the past twenty-five years has found the project feasi- 
ble and economically desirable. The case has been proved; the plans 
are ready. 

The St Lawrence Seaway will make it possible to utilize our war ex- 
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panded factories and shipping facilities in the development of inter- 
national economic cooperation and enlarging world commerce. New 
and increasing opportunities for production and employment by private 
enterprise can be expected from this cheap water transportation. 

It is the kind of useful construction which will furnish lucrative 
employment to many thousands of our people. 

The completion of the Seaway will bring many benefits to our great 
neighbor and ally on the North. The experience of two wars and of 
many years of peace has shown beyond question that the prosperity and 
defense of Canada and of the United States are closely linked together. 

By development of our natural water power resources, we can look 
forward with certainty to greater use of electricity in the home, in the 
fectory and on the farm. The national average annual consumption of 
electricity by domestic consumers has almost doubled in the past ten 
years. Even with that increase, the national average is only 65 per cent 
as high as in the Tennessee Valley where electric rates are lower. 
Increase in the consumption of electricity will mean more comforts on 
the farms and in city homes. It will mean more jobs, more income and 
a higher standard of living. We are only on the threshold of an era of 
electrified homes and mechanical aids to better living. We can en- 
courage this trend by using the bounty of nature in the water power of 
our rivers. 

If we develop the water power of the St. Lawrence River, the United 
States’ share of that power will be available for distribution within a 
radius of 300 miles. This will include most of New York State and its 
neighbor states to the East. Public and private agencies will be able to 
pass on to the consumers in that area all the advantages of this cheap 
power. 

Under the leadership of Governor and later President Roosevelt, the 
State of New York created the framework of a state power program. 
I have always been, and still am, in favor of that program. 

Under it, the power facilities are to be constructed by the Federal 
Government and turned over by it to the State of New York. The 
terms of allocation of costs to the State of New York have been agreed 
upon in a memorandum of agreement dated February 7, 1933, recom- 
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mended for execution by the United States Army Corps of Engineers 
and the Power Authority of the State of New York. This basis of 
allocation is fair and acceptable. 

It has always been understood by the responsible proponents of this 
development that the water power project should become the property 
of the State of New York, and that the electric power should be de- 
veloped and handled by the State. That should continue to be the 
poHcy, and I recommend that it be so declared by the Congress. 

Any agreement with the State of New York to this end must protect 
the interests of the United States as well as the interests of neighboring 
states; and will, of course, have to be submitted for approval by the 
Congress before it can become effective. 

I urge upon the Congress speedy enactment of legislation to ac- 
complish these objectives so that work may start on this great under- 
taking at the earliest possible time. 

Harry S. Truman 


156 Special Message to the Congress on Atomic Energy. 
October 3, 1945 

T 0 the Congress of the United States: 

Almost two months have passed since the atomic bomb was used 
against Japan. That bomb did not win the war, but it certainly short- 
ened the war. We know that it saved the lives of untold thousands of 
American and Allied soldiers who would otherwise have been killed in 
battle. 

The discovery of the means of releasing atomic energy began a new 
era in the history of civilization. The scientific and industrial knowl- 
edge on which this discovery rests does not relate merely to another 
weapon. It may some day prove to be more revolutionary in the de- 
velopment of human society than the invention of the wheel, the use 
of metals, or the steam or internal combustion engine. 

Never in history has society been confronted with a power so full of 
potential danger and at the same time so full of promise for the future 
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of man and for the peace of the world. I think I can express the faith 
of the American people when I say that we can use the knowledge we 
have won, not for the devastation of war, but for the future welfare of 
humanity. 

To accomplish that objective we must proceed along two fronts — ^the 
domestic and the international. 

The first and most urgent step is the determination of our domestic 
policy for the control, use and development of atomic energy within the 
United States. 

We caimot postpone decisions in this field. The enormous invest- 
ment which we made to produce the bomb has given us the two vast 
industrial plants in Washington and Tennessee, and the many associ- 
ated works throughout the country. It has brought together a vast 
organization of scientists, executives, industrial engineers and skilled 
workers — a national asset of inestimable value. 

The powers which the Congress wisely gave to the Government to 
wage war were adequate to permit the creation and development of this 
enterprise as a war project. Now that our enemies have surrendered, 
we should take immediate action to provide for the future use of this 
huge investment in brains and plant. I am informed that many of the 
people on whom depend the continued successful operation of the 
plants and the further development of atomic knowledge, arc getting 
ready to return to their normal pursuits. In many cases these people 
are considering leaving the project largely because of uncertainty con- 
cerning future national policy in this field. Prompt action to establish 
national policy will go a long way towards keeping a strong organization 
intact. 

It is equally necessary to direct future research and to establish con- 
trol of the basic raw materials essential to the development of this power 
whether it is to be used for purposes of peace or war. Atojnic force in 
ignorant or evil hands could inflict untold disaster upon the nation and 
the world. Society cannot hope even to protect itself— much less to 
realize the benefits of the discovery— unless prompt action is taken to 
guai'd against the hazards of misuse. 

I therefore urge, as a first measure in a program of utilizing our 
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knowledge for the benefit of society, that the Congress enact legislation 
to fix a policy with respect to our existing plants, and to control all 
sources of atomic energy and all activities connected with its develop- 
ment and use in the United States. 

The legislation should give jurisdiction for these purposes to an 
Atomic Energy Commission with members appointed by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

The Congress should lay down the basic principles for all the activi- 
ties of the Commission, the objectives of which should be the promotion 
of the national welfare, securing the national defense, safeguarding 
world peace and the acquisition of further knowledge concerning 
atomic energy. 

The people of the United States know that the overwhelming power 
we have developed in this war is due in large measure to American 
science and American industry, consisting of management and labor. 
We believe that our science and industry owe their strength to the spirit 
of free inquiry and the spirit of free enterprise that characterize our 
country. The Commission, therefore, in carrying out its functions 
should interfere as little as possible with private research and private 
enterprise, and should use as much as possible existing institutions and 
agencies. The observance of this policy is our best guarantee of main- 
taining the pre-eminence in science and industry upon which our na- 
tional well-being depends. 

All land and mineral deposits owned by the United States which 
constitute sources of atomic energy, and all stock piles of materials 
from which such energy may be derived, and all plants or other prop- 
erty of the United States connected with its development and use should 
be transferred to the supervision and control of the Commission. 

The Commission should be authorized to acquire at a fair price, by 
purchase or by condemnation, any minerals or other materials from 
which the sources of atomic energy can be derived, and also any land 
containing such minerals or materials, which are not already owned by 
the United States. 

The power to purchase should include real and personal property 
outside the limits of the United States. 
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The Commission should also be authorized to conduct aU necessary 
research, experimentation, and operations for the further development 
and use of atomic energy for military, industrial, scientific, or medical 
purposes. In these activities it should, of course, use exisring private 
and public institutions and agencies to the fullest practicable extent. 

Under appropriate safeguards, the Commission should also be per- 
mitted to license any property available to the Commission for research, 
development and exploitation in the field of atomic energy. Among 
other things such licensing should be conditioned of course upon a 
policy of widespread distribution of peacetime products on equitable 
terms which will prevent monopoly. 

In order to establish effective control and security, it should be de- 
clared unlawful to produce or use the substances comprising the sources 
of atomic energy or to import or export them except under conditions 
prescribed by the Commission, 

Finally, the Commission should be authorized to establish security 
regulations governing the handling of all information, material and 
equipment under its jurisdiction. Suitable penalties should be pre- 
scribed for violating the security regulations of the Commission or any 
of the other terms of the Act. 

The measures which I have suggested may seem drastic and far- 
reaching. But the discovery vrith which we are dealing involves forces 
of nature too dangerous to fit into any of our usual concepts. 

The other phase of the problem is the question of the international 
control and development of this newly discovered energy. 

In international relations as in domestic affairs, the release of atomic 
energy constitutes a new force too revolutionary to consider in the 
framework of old ideas. We can no longer rely on the slow progress 
of time to develop a program of control among nations. Civilization 
demands that we shall reach at the earliest possible date a satisfactory 
arrangement for the control of this discovery in order that it noay be- 
come a powerful and forceful influence towards the maintenance of 
world peace instead of an instnnnent of destruction. 

Scientific opinion appears to be practically unanimous that the essen- 
tial theoretical knowledge upon which the discovery is based is already 
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widely known. There is also substantial agreement that foreign re- 
search can come abreast of our present theoretical knowledge in time. 

The hope of civilization lies in international arrangements looking, if 
possible, to the renunciation of the use and development of the atomic 
bomb, and directing and encouraging the use of atomic energy and all 
future scientific information toward peaceful and humanitarian ends. 
The difficulties in working out such arrangements are great. The 
alternative to overcoming these difficulties, however, may be a desper- 
ate armament race which might well end in disaster. Discussion of the 
international problem cannot be safely delayed untU the United Na- 
tions Organization is functioning and in a position adequately to deal 
with it. 

I therefore propose to initiate discussions, first with our associates 
in this discovery. Great Britain and Canada, and then with other na- 
tions, in an effort to effect agreement on the conditions under which 
cooperation might replace rivalry in the field of atomic power. 

I desire to emphasize that these discussions wUl not be concerned 
with disclosures relating to the manufacturing processes leading to the 
production of the atomic bomb itself. They will constitute an effort 
to work out arrangements covering the terms imder which interna- 
tional collaboration and exchange of scientific information might safely 
proceed. 

The outcome of the discussions will be reported to the Congress as 
soon as possible, and any resulting agreements requiring Congressional 
action will be submitted to the Congress. 

But regardless of the course of discussions in the international field, 
I believe it is essential that legislation along the lines I have indicated 
be adopted as promptly as possible to insure the necessary research in, 
and development and control of, the production and use of atomic 
energy. 

Haxry S. Truman 

note; The Atomic Energy Commission was established by the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1946 (60 Stat. 755). 
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Harry S. Truman, 

157 The President’s News Conference of 
October 3, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I Want to announce some appointments first: 

Watson B. Miller, of Maryland, to be Federal Security Administrator. 

Lowell B. Mason, of Illinois, to be on the Federal Trade Commission 
for an unexpired term from September 25, 1942, succeeding Com- 
missioner March, deceased. 

Q. Do you know Commissioner March’s full name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t; I can get it for you, Tony.^ 

John F. Sonnett — S-o-n-n-e-t-t — ^to be Assistant Attorney General, 
succeeding Francis M. Shea, whose resignation was announced today; 
he’s gone to work for Mr. Jackson over in Europe. 

Q. Francis M. Shea? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes; he’s the one that resigned, and John F. Sonnett is 
taking his place. 

[2.] I have a statement here on the Philippines I’m going to read : 

“As you know. President Osmena of the Philippines is in Washing- 
ton. On Monday, I conferred with him and with the High Commis- 
sioner to the Philippines, Mr. McNutt, and the Acting Secretary of the 
Interior, Mr. Fortas. I propose to confer again with President Osmena 
and to formulate a broad program for this government with respect to 
the Philippines. This program will, of course, reflect the traditional 
friendship of the people of the United States and of the Philippines, 
and it will take accoimt of the heroic and loyal conduct of the Filipinos 
during the war. In preparation for my further conferences with Presi- 
dent Osmena, I have asked Mr. McNutt and Mr. Fortas to consult with 
the President of the Philippines with respect to all matters of mutual 
interest. 

“At the moment, I want to clarify the question of the date upon 
which Philippine independence may be expected. Under the statutes 
now in force, independence is scheduled for July 4, 1946, or sooner if 
the President of the United States shall so proclaim. There has been 
wide speculation as to whether a date prior to July 4, 1946, will be fixed. 


1 Bmest B. Vaccaro, Associated Press. 
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This speculation has introduced a high degree of uncertainty at a very 
critical time in Philippine affairs, and has resulted in some confusion 
in the programs of both the Commonwealth government and United 
States agencies. 

“It would be neither just nor fair to the loyal people of the Philippines 
who have been our brothers in war as well as in peace, to proclaim their 
independence until the necessary program for rehabilitation has been 
worked out and until there has been a determination of the funda- 
mental problems involved in our mutual relationship after independ- 
ence. Additional time is also required to enable the Philippine govern- 
ment to set its own house in order and to hold a free democratic election. 

“To assist in the orderly working out of these problems, I am taking 
this opportunity to state that I do not intend to consider advancing the 
proclamation of Philippine independence to a date earlier than July 4, 
1946, until the necessary measures which I have outlmed have been 
taken.” 

I want to be sure that the Filipinos have been properly reconditioned 
so that when they do become a free and independent nation they can 
stand as a firee and independent nation; and we owe that to the Fili- 
pinos because they have been our friends in this war. 

[3.] Fve got a new board — tissued an Executive order setting up a 
new board to replace the existing board to make recommendations 
on the awarding of medals of merit to civilians who have performed 
meritorious service in the war. I appointed Judge Owen J. Roberts 
to be the chairman and Lt. Gen. William Knudsen and Stephen T. 
Early to be members of that board. 

[4.] I sent down to Congress a few minutes ago a message on the 
atomic bomb, a copy of which will be available to you when you go out. 
It suggests to Congress that they set up a commission to control the 
atomic energy development so that it may not become a monopoly, and 
that the plants which we now have for the creation of atomic energy 
be maintained and kept in operation, and that further research and 
development be pursued for the welfare of humanity; and I also in- 
formed the Congress that I will send them at a later date a message 
with regard to the atomic bomb. On this first message the first part 
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has to do with the control of atomic energy for peacetime purposes, 
and the control of it for wartime use is a matter that will be taken up 
at a later date. 

I am ready for cross-examination. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can say on the lack of 
policy on wages? 

THE pxEsiDENT. I think the only thing I can say— I thought some- 
body might ask me a question like that— will be to read an extract from 
an Executive order issued on August 18, 1945, which establishes wage 
pohcy. This is part IV; there are three paragraphs of il^ and if you 
wUl bear with me I will read them to you. It’s rather dry : 

“i. The National War Labor Board, and such other agencies as may 
be designated” — 

It has been said by a lot of people that there is no wage policy, 
nationally. 

— “by the Director of Economic Stabilization with the approval of 
the Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion, are authorized to 
provide that employers may, through collective bargaining with duly 
certified or recognized representatives of the employees involved or, 
if there is no such representative, by voluntary action, make wage or 
salary increases vitithout the necessity of obtaining approval therefor, 
upon the condition that such increases will not be used in whole or in 
part as the basis for seeking an increase in price ceilings, or for resisting 
otherwise justifiable reductions in price ceilings, or, in the case of prod- 
ucts or services being furnished under contract with a federal procure- 
ment agency, will not increase the costs to the United States. 

“2. In addition to the authority to approve increases to correct gross 
inequities and for other specified purposes, conferred by Section 2 of 
Title II of Executive Order 9250, the National War Labor Board or 
other designated agency is hereby authorized to approve, without re- 
gard to the limitations contained in any other orders or directives, 
such increases as may be necessary to correct maladjustments or in- 
equities which would interfere with the effective transition to a peace- 
time economy; provided, however, that in dispute cases this additional 
authority shall not be used to direct increases to be effective as of a 
date prior to the date of this order. 
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“Where the National War Labor Board or other designated agency, 
or the Price Administrator, shall have reason to believe that a proposed 
wage or salary increase will require a change in the price ceiling of the 
commodity or services involved, such proposed increase, if approved by 
the National War Labor Board or such other designated agency under 
the authority of this section shall become effective only if also approved 
by the Director of Economic Stabihzadon. 

“3. OfiEcials charged Avith the settlement of labor disputes in accord- 
ance with the terms of Executive Order 9017 and Section 7 of the War 
Labor Disputes Act shall consider that labor disputes which would 
interrupt work contributing to the production of military suppHes or 
interfere with effective transition to a peacetime economy are disputes 
which interrupt work contributing to the effective prosecution of the 
war.” 

That has been in effect ever since August 18, and I think is a definite 
labor poUcy— wage policy, I mean. 

Q. Mr. President, that’s a wage policy put into effect during the war, 
and 

THE PRESIDENT. No, AugUSt l8. 

Q. What date did you say .? 

THE PRESIDENT. August i8, 1945. And that was set up with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of Labor, the labor organizations, and of 
industry. They all sat right here and approved that. 

Q. You call attention to it because it’s still 

THE PRESIDENT. It’s stiU the policy of the Government; that’s sure. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, anything to say about the London 
conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t; Mr. Byrnes will be here in a short time, 
and we’ll let him make the necessary report. 

[7.] Q. What do you think of the Russian renewal of their demand 
for a four-power control commission for Japan ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Only know what I’ve seen in the papers; I’ve had no 
official notice, and I’ll have to discuss it with Mr. Byrnes. 

[8.] Q. Do you have any comment on the situation in Argentina ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. 
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[9.] Q. Mr. President, have you received any request from the 
British to send troops to Palestine ? 

THE PEESIDENT. No. I haven’t. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, there seems to be a dispute about the use of 
funds for child-care centers; have you taken notice of that.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I have extended it to October 31, and I am con- 
sidering seriously sending up a request to Congress that they extend 
it to March 31.^ But that will require several million dollars. 

[ii.] Q. Has there been any request for this Government to as- 
sume joint responsibility with the people of Great Britain in the Pales- 
tine situation.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[12.] Q. Have you talked with Ed Pauley about his fumre 
activities? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t; I haven’t seen Mr. Pauley for some 
time. He said he would come to see me. 

[13.] Q. We hear from London that the United Nations has de- 
cided to locate within the United States; have you any particular sites 
in mind? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. I do have a message from Mr. Stet- 
tinius that they did vote to locate the headquarters in the United States, 
and that China and Australia favor San Francisco. He pointed out 
there were other available locations in the United States. The specific 
message will be discussed later. I just got it before this conference. 

[14.] Q. Is it your intention to keep the Coast Guard imder the 
Navy? 

THE PRESIDENT. It wUl be returned to the Treasury at the proper 
time. 

[15.] Q. Can you tell us anything about your conference with Mr. 
MoUison? 

THE PRESIDENT. I appointed him to be judge of the Court of Customs. 

Q. The nomination gone up? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, it Went up at noon. 

Q. We didn’t get it. 

^ See Item 159. 
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THE PRESIDENT. It was supposcd to bc in your hands. I thought I 
would be repeating it. 

[16.] Q. It has been about a week since your conference with the 
Democratic Ways and Means Committee, and nothing has happened 
on the compensation bill. Are you thinking of 

THE PRESIDENT. I think if you give the Ways and Means Committee 
time, they’ll do something about it. 

[17.] Q. During Mr. Mackenzie King’s call Sunday was there any 
consideration of the atomic bomb ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc discussed cvery subject in which Canada and the 
United States are interested, but I am not at liberty to make any 
statement. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, in your message about the atomic bomb 
do you have any recommendation about mineral lands not owned by 
the Government? 

THE PRESIDENT. There’s a recommendation that a commission be 
given power to purchase all such land. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You are entirely welcome. 

note: President Truman’s twenty- office at the White House at 4:05 p.m. 
eighth news conference was held in his on Wednesday, October 3, 1945. 


158 Statement by the President Concerning Government 
Operation of Petroleum Refineries Closed by Strikes. 
October 4, 1945 

I REGRET that it has become necessary for the Government to take 
over the plants of twenty-six oil producing and refining companies 
which have been shut down by strikes. It has become necessary to take 
this action in order to maintain adequate oil reserves for the needs of our 
armed forces. 

During the past two weeks some fifty petroleum refineries, together 
with a number of related transportation and distribution facilities, have 
been shut down due to work stoppages. The shut down daily capacity 
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amounts to i,&j^,ooo barrels, representing about one-third of the total 
refinery capacity of the Nation. 

The plants remaining in operation are insufficient to produce enough 
petroleum to supply both the direct military requirements and the 
minimum essential war supporting activities on the home front. So 
critical has the supply situation become that essential militar y opera- 
tions are already jeopardized. Throughout the Nation, serious short- 
ages are developing which would, if not corrected immediately, impair 
essential industrial and agricultural production, and all forms of 
transportation. 

Oil is so vital to the continuing military operation, and so essential to 
production for the armed services and national security at home, that 
we must move without further delay to protect our petroleum supply 
positions. The public interest, in an emergency of this character, 
transcends the interests of any group. 

There is no other way, except by the action taken today, to prevent 
our armed forces from suffering through lack of necessary oil. 

Nothing will be permitted to stand in the way of the adequate supplies 
of any kind for our armed forces and for their proper redeployment and 
demobilization. 

note: The text of Executive Order Processing of Petroleum and Petroleum 
9639 “Authorizing the Secretary of the Products” (3 CFR, 1943-1948 Comp., 
Navy To Take Possession of and Op- p. 440) was released with the Presi- 
erate Certain Plants and Facilities Used dent’s statement, 
in the Transportation, Refining and 


159 Letter to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Concerning Federal 
Assistance for Child Care Centers. October 4, 1945 

Dear Mr. : 

In my communication of September 5, 1945 , 1 transmitted for the 
consideration of the Congress proposed rescissions of portions of several 
war-related appropriations, including appropriations available to the 
Federal Works Agency under the heading “Office of the Administrator: 
War public works (community facilities)” to the extent of $19,115,000. 


373 



[159] Oct. 4 Public Papers of the Presidents 

This item included funds that had been appropriated by the Congress 
for war-time child care centers on the understanding with the Federal 
Works Agency that when the need for women in war production and 
essential supporting services ended, Federal funds would be withdrawn. 
Therefore, my communication of September fifth was based upon that 
understanding. 

On August twenty-seventh I requested the Federal Works Adminis- 
trator to present to the Congress the problem which had arisen where 
local communities were not able to continue needed child care centers 
for children whose mothers are the wives or widows of servicemen. 
The Federal Works Administrator now advises me that the appropriate 
Committees of the Congress do not believe it feasible to enact special 
legislation to take care of this problem for this particular group of 
mothers. 

Although some communities have already arranged with local funds 
to operate centers for children of working mothers, the majority of them 
have not yet completed such arrangements. In some communities. 
State or local laws or other limitations make it impossible for them to 
assume this responsibility by October thirty-first, the presently scheduled 
date for the termination of Federal assistance. 

The reconversion of the war-time child care program to peacetime 
operations under which the local communities would assume the finan- 
cial responsibility requires Federal assistance for a few more months. 
This extension of time would give working mothers more time to make 
other arrangements for the care of their children and would give local 
communities additional time to provide the necessary State or local 
funds. 

Included in the amoxmt which I have heretofore recommended for 
rescission is an item of $7,000,000 for service projects. If this amount is 
not repealed, the Federal Works Agency would be able to make Federal 
funds available for the operation of needed child care centers until 
March i, 1946. I therefore now recommend that the amount of the 
proposed rescission for “War public works (c ommuni ty facilities)” be 
reduced to $12,115,000. 

Yours very truly, 

Hakry S. Truman 
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note: This is the text of identical let- of the Senate, and to the Honorable 
ters addressed to the Honorable Ken- Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the House of 
neth McKellar, President pro tempore RepresentaUves. 


160 Remarks at the Presentation of the Congressional Medal 
of Honor to Fourteen Members of the Navy and Marine 
Corps. October 5, 1945 


THIS IS ONE of the pleasant duties of the President of the United 
States. These are the young men who represent us in our fighting 
forces. 

They said we were soft, that we would not fight, that we could not 
win. We are not a warlike nation. We do not go to war for gain or 
for territory; we go to war for principles, and we produce young men 
like these. I think I told every one of them that I would rather have 
that medal, the Congressional Medal of Honor, than to be President of 
the United States. 

We fought a good fight. We’ve won two great victories. We’re 
facing another fight, and we must win the victory in that. That is a 
fight for a peaceful world, a fight so we won’t have to do this again, so 
we won’t have to maim the flower of our young men, and bury them. 
Now let us go forward and win that fight, as we have won these other 
two victories, and this war will not have been in vain. 

Thank you. 


note: The President presented the 
medals in a ceremony held at 10:30 am. 
on the South Lawn at the White 
House. The citations were read by 
Vice Adm. L. E. Denfdd. 

A list of the recipients, in order of 
presentation, follows: Lt Col. Gregory 
Bo3dngton, USMCR; Lt. Comdr. 
George L. Street, USN; Maj. Louis H. 
Wilson, USMC; Capt. Joseph J. Mc- 
Carthy, USMCR; 2nd Lt. ArAur J. 


Jackson, USMC; Sgt. William G. Har- 
rell, USMCR; Pharmacist’s Mate 
George E. Wahlen, USNR; Cpl. Rich- 
ard E. Bush, USMCR; Cpl. Dougjas T. 
Jacobson, USMCR; Cpl. Hershel W. 
Williams, USMCR; Hospital Appren- 
tice First Class Robert Eugene Bush, 
USNR; Pfc. Jacklyn H. Lucas, 
USMCR; Pvt. Franklin E. Sigler, 
USMCR; and Pvt. Wilson D. Watson, 
USMCR. 
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i6i Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Admiral Chester W. Nimitz. 

October 5, 1945 

THE PEESIDENT of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the Gold Star in lieu of the Third Distinguished Service Medal to 

FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER WU-LIAM NIMITZ, UNITED STATES NAVY 

for service as set forth in the following 
Citation 

For exceptionally meritorious service to the Government of the United 
States as Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet and Pacific 
Ocean Areas, from June 1944, to August 1945. Initiating the final phase 
in the battle for victory in the Pacific, Fleet Admiral Nimitz attacked 
the Marianas, invading Saipan, inflicting a decisive defeat in the Japa- 
nese Fleet in the First Battle of the Philippines and capturing Guam 
and Tinian. In vital continuing operations, his Fleet Forces isolated 
the enemy-held bastions of the Central and Eastern Carolines and 
secured in quick succession Peleliu, Angaur and Ulithi. With recon- 
naissance of the mail beaches on Leyte effected, approach channels 
cleared and opposition neutralized in joint operations to reoccupy the 
Philippines, the challenge by powerful task forces of the Japanese 
Fleet resulted in a historic victory in the three-phased Battle for Leyte 
Gulf, October 24 to 26, 1944. Accelerating the intensity of aerial offen- 
sive by pressure exerted at every hostile strong point. Fleet A dmir al 
Nimitz culminated long-range strategy by successful amphibious assault 
on Iwo Jitna and Okinawa. A wise, steadfast and indomitable leader. 
Fleet Admiral Nimitz, by his daring strategy and his faith in the cour- 
age and skill of the oflScers and men imder his co mman d, finally placed 
representative forces of the United States Navy in the harbor of Tokyo 
for the formal capitulation of the Japanese Empire. Through his 
mastery of naval warfare, his strategical skill, his sound judgment and 
his inspiring leadership, he demonstrated the highest qualities of a 
naval ofl&cer and rendered services of the greatest distinction to his 
coimtry. 
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note: The President read the citation 
to Admiral Nimitz and presented him 
with the award in a ceremony held in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 


Although the ceremony called for the 
Gold Star, the President also pinned the 
Distinguished Service Medd on Ad- 
miral Nimitz, 


162 Letter Accepting Resignation of J. A. Krug as Chairman 
of the War Production Board. October 5, 1945 

[ Released October 5, 1945. Dated October 4, 1945 ] 

My dear Cap: 

I have your letter in which you request to be relieved of your respon- 
sibilities as Chairman of the War Production Board, It is with regret 
that I accede to your wishes and accept your resignation as Chairman, 
effective at the close of business on November 3, 1945. 

You have earned the thanks of the Nation— indeed of the United 
Nations — ^for an epic achievement in industrial production. During 
the critical months which have ensued since you assumed duties, first as 
Acting Chairman, and now for more than a year as Chairman, the 
results have been litde short of miraculous. The prodigious tasks which 
have been performed by American industry under your leadership are 
reflected in the capitulation of our enemies in unconditional surrender. 

For the magnificent work that you have done I desire to express the 
Nation’s gratitude. As we go into the reconversion period, we shall 
like to think that we can call upon you from time to time for the cotm- 
sel which you can give us out of your great experience. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hasry S. Truman 

note: Mr. Krug served as Acting November 3, 1945. His letter of resig- 
nbairman of the War Production Board nation, dated September 25, 1945, was 
from August 27, 1944, to October i, released with the President’s reply. 
1944, and then as Chairman through 
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163 Remarks at the Pemiscot County Fair, Caruthersville, 
Missouri. October 7, 1945 

Jim Ahern, my friends of Southeast Missouri, Northeast Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and Illinois: 

It is a pleasure to be here today. Once again I am your guest at the 
American Legion Fair. It is a customary procedure for me. This is 
number twelve. I came down here the first time, if I remember cor- 
rectly, in 1934. At that time I was the Presiding Judge of the County 
Court of Jackson County, and a candidate for United States Senator. 
The next time I came I was the United States Senator from Missouri, 
and for nine times I came down here as the Senator from Missouri — 
because I liked to come. I have almost as many friends in this part of 
the great State of Missouri as I have in Jackson County, and that is 
really saying somethmg. 

Last year I came as the candidate for Vice President of the United 
States. Mr. Roosevelt and myself were the candidates on the Demo- 
cratic ticket. We won that election, as you know, and I settled down 
as President of the Senate and its Presiding OflEcer to happily enjoy a 
4-year term. 

Then suddenly, like a bolt out of the blue, Mr. Roosevelt passed 
away— a great leader, a great humanitarian, the greatest of our war 
Presidents. And the greatest responsibility that ever has fallen to a 
human being in the history of the world fell to me. 

In my first address to the Congress, after that happened, I explained 
to them that I had not sought that responsibility, nor had I sought the 
honor which goes with that responsibility. But I have been a public 
servant in one phase or another for the past 30 years, and I have never 
shirked a job. I shall not shirk this one. 

I told the Members of Congress and the Nation that if we were to 
be successful — and we will be, undoubtedly — ^it would require the 
cooperation not only of the Congress but of the country as a whole, for 
us to accomplish the things which Almighty God intended this great 
Nation to accomplish. 

Just to rehearse for your benefit a few of the things that have hap- 
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pened since April 12, 1945— just about 6 months ago. The San Fran- 
cisco Conference was convened on the 25th day of April-just 13 days 
after I was sworn in as President of the United States. That confer- 
ence was successful, and just about 4 months after it was convened, the 
United States Senate approved the Charter of the United Nations by 
an overwhelming majority. There were only two Senators against it, 
and I never did understand why they were against it. At any rate, the 
United States entered on an entirely new development of its foreign 
policy. 

Some 3 months after that I went to Berlin to meet with tlie heads of 
the Governments of Russia, Great Britain, and the United States, in 
order to discuss the world outlook for the coming peace. The delibera- 
tions of that conference will be felt for generations in the final peace. 

Just a little less than a month after I became President, that is, 26 
days after I was inaugurated, the Axis powers in Europe folded up. 
On the i2th day of August, Japan folded up. In the meantime, one of 
the most earth-shaking discoveries in the history of the world was 
made — ^the development of atomic energy was discovered. That dis- 
covery was used in the last war effort against Japan, and the effect of 
that atomic bomb is too terrible for contemplation. But we have only 
begun on the atomic energy program. That great force, if properly 
used by this country of ours, and by the world at large, can become 
the greatest boon that humanity has ever had. It can create a world 
which, in my opinion, will be the happiest world that the sun has ever 
shone upon. 

Now I am reminding you of all these things which have taken place 
in the last short 6 months to impress upon you the terrible responsibili- 
ties of the President of the United States. The President of the United 
States is your President. I am telling you just what his responsibihties 
are, because you are my friends and I think you understand the diflE- 
culties which I face. 

Now it is just as necessary to have the cooperation of every branch, 
and every member of every part of the Government of the United 
States, from the constable in this township to the President of the Senate. 
We must have that cooperation. We must go forward— we are going 
forward. 
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We understand that the road to peace is just as difficult and maybe 
more difficult than was the road to victory during the war. And the 
reason for that difficulty is that we all distinctly understand that after 
every war there is bound to be a letdown, there is bound to be a change 
of attitude, there are bound to be a great many of us who say, “Oh well, 
I don’t have to work any more. I don’t have to take any interest in the 
welfare of my Goveriunent any more.” We can’t have that attitude. 
We must cooperate now as we never have before in the history of this 
country. We have the greatest production machine that the world has 
ever seen. We conclusively proved that free government is the most 
efficient government in every emergency. We conclusively proved that, 
by our victories over Germany and Italy and Japan and their allies. In 
order to prove to the world that our reconversion program can be 
handled just as efficiendy, and that our tremendous production machine 
can be operated for peace as well as for war, we must all get in and push. 

That doesn’t require anything in the world but plain understanding 
among ourselves. That requires the cooperation of management and 
labor and the farmers, and every storekeeper, and every man who has an 
interest in the Government of the United States. And by showing 
that we ourselves know where we are going and why, we can show the 
rest of the world the road to liberty and to peace. We are not anywhere 
near stalled on that road. We are only beginning to travel it. 

We are going to have difficulties. You can’t do any thing worthwhile 
without difficulties. No man who ever accomplishes anjrthing can 
expect to do it without making mistakes. The man who never does 
anything never makes any mistakes. We may make mistakes. We 
may have difficulties, but I am asking you to exercise that admonition 
which you will find in the Gospels, and which Christ told us was the 
way to get along in the world: Do by your neighbor as you would be 
done by. 

And that applies to you, and you, just as it applies to Great Britain 
and France and China and Russia and Czechoslovakia, and Poland and 
Brazil. When the nations decide that the welfare of the world is much 
more important than any individual gain which they themselves can 
make at the expense of another nation, then we can take this discovery 
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which we have made and make this world the greatest place the sun has 
ever shone upon. 

Now, in 1938, 1 stood on this platform right here and explained to 
you that our then isolationism would eventually lead to war. I made 
that speech after President Roosevelt made his speech at Chicago in 
1937, in which he warned the world that we were approaching another 
world war. 

We can’t stand another global war. We can’t ever have another 
war, unless it is total war, and that means the end of our civilization as 
we know it. We are not going to do that. We are going to accept 
that Golden Rule, and we are going forward to meet our destiny which 
I think Almighty God intended us to have. 

And we are going to be the leaders. 

Thank you very much. 

note: The President spoke 314:30 p.m. T. Ahem, president of the American 
at the Fair grounds. His opening Legion Fair Association, 
words “Jim Ahern” referred to James 


164 The President’s News Conference at Tiptonville, 
Tennessee. October 8, 1945 

[i.] Q. Mr. President, you made a statement, as near as I can remem- 
ber, in your speech at the fair, that when the nations of the world learn 
to put total world progress ahead of individual gain at the expense of 
other states, then we could put this great discovery of the release of 
atomic energy to work, to make the world a better place to live in. 
Would it be too long a “bone” as to interpret your remark there as 
meaning that the atomic secret would not be shared, unless and until 
we had positive assurance that the world had progressed to that point ? 

THE PKESiDENT. No, that would not be true, for this reason. The 
scientific knowledge that resulted in the atomic bomb is worldwide 
knowledge already. It is only the know-how of putting that knowledge 
practically to work that is our secret; just the same as know-how in the 
construction of the B-29, and the plane that is following the B-29, the 
greatest long-distance bomber in the world, and the know-how to make 
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automobiles by mass production, and anything else. So far as the 
scientific knowledge is concerned, all the scientists know the answer, 
but how to put it to work practically is our secret. 

Q. What I am getting at is, would it apply to letting them in on the 
know-how? 

THE PBESIDENT. Well, I don’t think it would do any good to let them 
in on the know-how, because I don’t think they could do it, anyway. 
You would have to have the industrial plant and our engineering 
ability to do the job, as well as the scientific knowledge, and there 
isn’t any reason for trying to keep the scientific knowledge covered up, 
because all the great scientists know it in every country; but the prac- 
tical know-how is our ability to do the job. 

Q. Mr. President, what you mean 

THE PRESIDENT. That is OUT job. If they catch up ivith us on that, 
they will have to do it on their own hook, just as we did. 

Q. You mean, then, that we will not share that knowledge with our 
allies? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just the Same as we haven’t shared our engineering 
knowledge, or any of our engineering secrets. But so far as the scien- 
tific knowledge is concerned, they all know that, anyway. 

Q. But so far as the bomb secret is concerned, we will not share 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not the know-how of putting it together, let’s put it 
that way. 

Mr. Ross: Are you talking on or off the record, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am talking on the record, Charlie. 

Mr. Ross: You understand that the President is not to be directly 
quoted, all you men who are not familiar with the rules. 

Q. Mt. President, isn’t Great Britain also in on that know-how? 

THE PRESIDENT. Great Britain and Canada. 

Q. Have they 

THE PRESIDENT. They are our partners. 

Q. ^have they also agreed not to let the information out? 

THE PRESIDENT. It hasn’t been discussed with them, because we have 
all the infomution so far as the practical know-how is concerned, but I 
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am sure they would agree. You see, Great Britain started the program 
by the expenditure of about |ioo million in the beginning; and when 
we got into the war, it was decided that it was such a great program 
and required the expenditure of so much money that nobody could do 
it but us, and that was true. We spent more than $2 billion in creating 
it. 

Q. Isn’t it true that they couldn’t do it themselves, and neither could 
Canada? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, they couldn’L 

Q. Who are you going to name to conduct conversations with 
Britain and Canada ? 

THE psEsiDENT. The Secretary of State. 

Q. Will you name any special advisers for him ? 

THE PEEsiDENT. No. That’s what I have the Secretary of State for. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, on the general foreign situation, are you 
disturbed at all, or how do you feel about the apparent failure of the 
London conference to produce 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it’s a failure. I think it was one step 
in arriving at a final conclusion. I am not in the slightest alarmed at 
the world situation. It will work out. Just as much as the domestic 
situation will work out in the long run, 

Mr. Ross: Mr. President, you might want to say a word, in addition 
to what you said yesterday, about world leadership in the application 
of the Golden Rule. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the world leadership I was referring to was 
leadership in the application of the Golden Rule. I did not want to 
assume that we would automatically take leadership in every field, but 
I think we can take leadership in that thing, that we would treat the 
other nations as we would like to be treated. 

[3.] Q. What do you think accounts for this wave of work stop- 
pages and general labor unrest ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Reaction. Reaction of the— from the tremendous 
war effort. Everybody feels like letting down, and that has been the 
case after every war we have ever fought, the Revolution, the War of 
1812, the Mexican War, War Between the States, Spanish-American 
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War, the First World War, and this one. And this one, of course, is 
much greater than any of the rest of them, and we are going to have 
comparatively greater dfficulty in getting people to realize that the 
readjustment job is their job. And they will finally realize it. I am 
not worried about it at all. 

Q. Mr. President, there has been a reduction in take-home pay in 
most— in many cases. Isn’t that a part of it? 

THE PRESIDENT. To somc extent. Doesn’t make any difference, be- 
cause it would be about the same whether there was a reduction in 
pay or not. Well, that is one of the contributing causes. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, if we can return to the atomic bomb subject 
for just a minute, sir 

THE PRESIDENT. SurC. 

Q. ^have any of these other countries that are our allies asked 

for the secret of the know-how ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. They have not? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection, I have read that one of the 
causes for the lack of accord between this coimtry and Russia — or on 
Russia’s part, at least— grows out of the fact that we have the atomic 
bomb, and Russia doesn’t. 

THE PRESIDENT. It isn’t tTue — ^it isn’t true at all. The difficulty, I 
think, is a matter of understanding between us and Russia. There has 
always been a difficulty, principally because we don’t speak the same 
language. It is a most difficult matter to translate the meaning of 
what I am saying right now into Russian, so it will mean the same 
thing in Russian as it means in English. The same thing is true when 
you translate Russian into English. When I was at the conference with 
Stalin at Berlin, he had an interpreter and I had one, and it took the 
four of us to be sure that we each understood the meaning of the other; 
and when we did, there was no difficulty in arriving at an agreement. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with that last question on the atomic 
bomb subject again, when will you send your message down to 
Congress? 
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THE PRESIDENT. On the foreign situation ? 

Q. On the atomic bomb. You remember you said at your last 
conference you were going to send one on the international phase of the 
bomb 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right, but I am not ready to do that yet, so I 
can’t make any specific statement on the subject. I will do it when I 
get ready. I will tell you about it. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, there has been a lot written about your mak- 
ing some sort of direct appeal to management and labor to get together, 
along the lines of the cooperation you spoke about at the fair? 

THE PRESIDENT. I made it yesterday. 

Q. Is that all? I see. 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s all. I wouldn’t say that’s all, but I don’t want 
to answer the question. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, not for use now, but when you do make 
your speech at Gilbertsville — ^we have been reading the text of the 
speech today, preparing for our advance stories — ^are you retreating at 
all from your idea of the big basic regional power authorities 

THE PRESIDENT. No,Iamnot. 

Q. directed by the Federal Government? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not retreating at all. I think if you read the 
speech carefully, it is consistent and stays with the program as outlined 
in my New Orleans speech in 1944. You were there, Eddie.^ 

Q. Yes, sir. 

[7.] Q. You described this reaction from the war as a letdown, and 
you said you are not terribly worried about it. Can you elaborate on 
that, and tell us what you foresee in the working out of this thing? 
There is tremendous interest in it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think we are facing the greatest era in the 
history of the world, and I don’t think we need be alarmed at the 
diflSculties that will be in the way of arriving at the consummation of 
that era. It doesn’t worry me, because there hasn’t been a war in which 
we fought that we finally haven’t come out in much better shape than 


^ Edward B Lockett, Time Magazine 
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we were previous to the period, and I don’t think there is going to be 
any change from that. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, if you don’t mind my going back to the 
speech 

THE PRESIDENT. ShoOt. 

Q. ^when you said that in each case you think the local people — 

in your speech I am speaking about the next one — ^should make the 
final decision, I didn’t know whether you were speaking of the decision 
as to whether greater emphasis should be put on flood control, or 
power, or other things, or on the decision of who would have respon- 
sibility for the operation 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, being from Missouri, I think always of the 
Missouri River as a common example. That river has four different 
projects, each one of which is important in a certain section of that 
river. The river from Sioux City, Iowa, to St. Louis — or from Omaha 
to St. Louis, if you want to make it easier — ^is interested in flood control 
first, and then in navigation. From the mouth of the Platte River in 
Nebraska up to Montana, they are interested in irrigation, and when 
you get to the “clear” sections of the river, in power. Those four things 
will have to be coordinated, and each section of the river developed for 
the benefit of the people of the river in those various sections, but there 
isn’t any reason why an authority couldn’t do that. 

Q. Including TVA.? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. Just a question of emphasis? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. Your idea is that these other developments in the coimtry should 
be patterned along the lines of the TVA ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think SO. I think it has been very successful. The 
Columbia River, I think, can easily be developed along the lines of the 
TVA, because it’s the same sort of river— it’s a “clear” river, if you 
know what I mean. It doesn’t carry a lot of silt 

Q. In other words, there were seven other regional authorities, which 
I believe Mr. Roosevelt proposed ; 

THE PRESIDENT. I think SO, ycs. 

386 



Harry S. Truman, 79^5 Oct. 8 [164] 

Q. ^and you were pretty much in accord with that at the time, 

as I remember.? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, to return to the original question, as I get 
your reply, there is nothing on the horizon, or foreseeable in the im- 
mediate future that would influence your administration to give away 
the engineering know-how to any country ? 

THE PRESIDENT. We never have done that. 

Q. That is what I understand. 

Q. Is anybody in position to use that know-how, if we offered it to 
them? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. That is the best answer. 

Q. At some future time, Mr. President, wouldn’t Russia be able to 
use it? 

THE PRESIDENT. YouT guess is as good as mine on that. I can’t an- 
swer that. You will have to go there and take a look around. I have 
never been there. 

Q. Are you going there? {Laughter"] 

THE PRESIDENT. No, Smitty,^ I am not. 

Q. Said he, hopefully! {More laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. I would like Very much to go, and to see Russia as 
it is, for my own information; but, of course, there isn’t a chance of 
my getting to do that. I think Russia has been badly misrepresented 
in this country, as we have been badly misrepresented in Russia. If 
there is complete understanding, there wouldn’t be very many difScul- 
ties between us, because Russia’s interests and ours do not clash, and 
never have. We have always been friends, and I hope we always will 
be. 

Q. Are there more difficulties, Mr. President, than merely a question 
of expenditure of the large sums of money in the development of the 
know-how of the atomic bomb ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it’s the engineering know-how, and it’s the 
scientific knowledge, the practical use. That is the only difficulty 
there is. 


1 Morriman Smith, United Press Associations. 
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Q. Is it a matter of resources also? 

THE PEESJDENT. YcS. 

Q. Mineral resources? 

THE PRESIDENT. Rcsourccs and industrial plant, principally. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, you were asked at a White House press con- 
ference one day if the meeting in Berlin was the last of the Big Three 
meetings, as I remember; and you said you didn’t know at that time. 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know yet. 

Q. You don’t know? That story keeps popping up, particularly 
from London, saying that there is another Big Three meeting in the 
wind. 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know. Your guess is as good as mine. I am 
not in on the inside. [Laughter] 

Q. You can’t write all the copy. 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t. That’s the truth. I am telling you the 
truth. 

Q. Mr. President, how far would you go into the future on that phase 
of it— not having a meeting now, or in the near future ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I can’t go into it because I don’t know what the 
developments vsdll be. If a Big Three meeting would be necessary to 
clarify the program, I would not stand in the way of a Big Three 
meeting. In fact, we had a very successful one in Berlin. At least, I 
thought it was a successful one. 

Q. In other words, if things — a Big Three meeting would help 
understanding, we would have it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Certainly we would have it. That’s the best an- 
swer. But I see no reason for one in the immediate future. 

Reporter: Well, thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s twenty- near Tiptonville, Tenn., at 8:15 p.m. 
ninth news conference was held on the on Mon^y, October 8, 1945. 
porch of Linda Lodge on Reelfoot Lake, 
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165 Address and Remarks at the Dedication of the Kentucky 
Dam at Gilbertsville, Kentucky. October 10, 1945 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

Nine years ago the first dam of the Tennessee Valley Authority — 
the Norris Dam on the Clinch River — ^was dedicated by my illustrious 
predecessor — ^Franklin D. Roosevelt. At the very start of his Presidency, 
he had the great vision and foresight to recommend and encourage the 
comprehensive development of this entire great Valley. 

It is nov? a matter of great pride to me to dedicate the sixteenth great 
structure built by the TVA — ^the Kenmcky Dam. The system of dams 
across the Tennessee now puts under the control of man a whole vast 
river — and harnesses it to do his work. This has not yet happened on 
any other river. The completion of this dam marks a new high point 
in modern pioneering in America. 

Nine years ago TVA was a highly controversial subject. Today it is 
no longer an experiment, but a demonstration. By all except a small 
minority it is now regarded as a great American accomplishment, of 
which all of us are proud. 

Here in this great valley American enterprise and courage and skill 
have come through again with a genuine achievement. The TVA does 
not belong to the people of the Tennessee Valley alone. It belongs to 
all the United States. And indeed, it has inspired regional resource 
development all over the world. Distinguished observers from more 
than fifty countries have come to this historic American Valley. They 
came here to study what has been done. They went away to try to 
adapt to their ovra regions the lessons that have been learned here from 
actual experience. 

As a Senator I was always a strong supporter of the TVA. And I can 
say to you that I have never had occasion to regret my support of the 
TVA and of the idea it represents. Its record has fully justified the 
hopes and the confidence of its old friends. 

But it is more th an dams and locks and chemical plants and power 
lines. It is an important experiment in democracy. In it, administra- 
tive methods have been devised which bring the people and their Fed- 
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eral Government closer together — ^not in Washington, but right where 
the people live. Here in this Valley there has been firmly established 
the basic principle of development of resoxirces on an autonomous 
regional basis. 

Why has TVA succeeded so well ? Why does it have the esteem of the 
people of this Valley, and attract the attention of other regions of 
America, and of the entire world ? To me the answer is clear — ^TVA 
is just plain commonsense. It is commonsense hitched up to modern 
science and good management. And that’s about all there is to it. 

Instead of going at the river piecemeal with a dam here and a dam 
there, the river was treated as a whole. The dams were all designed so 
that they would fit together as a unit and in that way get the most 
service out of the river for mankind. 

Consider Kentucky Dam itself. This dam vpill hold back four mil- 
lion acre feet of flood water from the lower Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 
The people behind the levees on those rivers know how much that will 
mean to them in protection from disaster. When the danger of flood 
is past, those flood waters are not to be wasted. They will be put 
through the water wheels here at the dam to produce great quantities of 
electricity. That electricity will rush to serve the people of the Valley, 
their homes and farms and industries. 

Kentucky Dam also provides a deep-water, navigable channel 183 
miles long. The other TVA dams carry that reliable deep water chan- 
nel all the way to Knoxville in east Tennessee, 650 miles away. As a 
result, the South and the Middle West of this Nation are now con- 
nected by water transportation. The benefits of this dam go not only 
to the Tennessee Valley; they go to Saint Paul and Minneapolis, to New 
Orleans and Memphis, to Saint Louis and Kansas City, to Omaha and 
Sioux City— to all the communities in the great Mississippi Valley that 
are served by our inland waterways. 

In addition to power and flood control and navigation, there is recrea- 
tion. TVA has joined with the various States and local communities 
in the development of great lakes here in the South. Here we have 
boating, fishing, and hunting where thousands upon thousands of 
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people in the Tennessee Valley and the Middle West may enjoy them- 
selves. 

As President Roosevelt said when he first recommended the creation 
of the T ennessee V alley Authority in April of 1933 ; 

“. . . The usefulness of the entire Tennessee River . . . transcends 
mere power development; it enters the wide fields of flood control, soil 
erosion, afforestation, elimination from agricultural use of marginal 
lands, and distribution and diversification of industry.” 

His prophecy has been fulfilled, for in the TVA the Congress has 
provided for a tying together of all the things that go to make up a well 
rounded economic development. 

It is easy to see that most of these commonsense principles can be 
applied to other valleys, and I have already recommended to the Con- 
gress that a start be made in that direction. Careful planning and 
commonsense development can convert the idle and wasting resources 
of other valleys into jobs and better living. 

No two valleys are exactly alike, of course. For that reason, the 
details of just how this region or that region should be developed are 
matters that require study and judgment in each particular case. The 
procedure in each valley may have to be a little different. The details 
of administration and control may have to be different. But the under- 
lying commonsense principles of this development here in the Tennessee 
Valley can provide guidance and counsel to the people in other regions 
who likewise aspire to put their resources to the greatest use. 

Let me emphasize that in the last analysis such development is a 
matter for the people themselves to decide. Here in this Valley, State 
and local agencies, public and private, have joined with TVA in a two- 
way partnership. This was a natural result of the policy of regional 
decentralization. That same policy ought to be followed in the other 
river valleys as regional agencies are created by the Congress and set to 
work. 

We must continue all over the United States to wage war against flood 
and drought. Our vast store of natural resources can be made to serve 
us in peace with the same efficiency as they did in war. We should exer- 
cise our commonsense, go ahead, and continue to get the job done. 
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Much has already been done in the past 12 years on river develop- 
ment in other parts of the country — on the Columbia and Colorado, 
on the Missouri, on the rivers of the Central Valley of California. They 
are all designed to make the rivers and their generous bounty serve 
instead of injuring mankind. 

Waters are now being harnessed and changed into electricity — elec- 
tricity which has helped supply the weapons of victory in war — elec- 
tricity which can be used to improve the standards of living and comfort 
and efiSciency in the farms and homes of thousands of American 
families. Waters are now making crops grow on land where recently 
there was only desert dust. 

The valleys of America await their full development. The time has 
come— now that materials and manpower are more plentiful — to press 
forward. The days of the pioneer are not dead. The development of 
our natural resources calls for men of courage, of vision, of endurance, 
just as in the pioneering days of old. 

The Nation, I am sure, is determined to march forward. We will 
not listen to the whispers of the timid, that dreams like those of the 
Tennessee Valley are impossible to accomplish. In the great valleys 
of America there is a challenge to all that is best in our tradition. 
Ahead of us lies a great adventure in building even stronger the foun- 
dations of our beloved country. America will not hesitate to meet 
that challenge. 

[Informal remarks at the conclusion of the address^ 

Now I want to say to you how very happy and how glad I am to be 
your guest here today. I am particularly glad because Senator Barkley 
and Congressman Gregory informed me that people always turn out 
like this for them when they come home. Barkley whispered to me 
conning over here that if people keep treating him like this, there is no 
possible way for him to retire from public life. I hope that time will 
never come, because Barkley is a good public servant. 

As for Congressman Gregory, I had the pleasure of giving him his 
first plane ride the other day. He said he didn’t like riding in a plane. 
A lot of people are averse to riding in a plane, even my wife hates to 
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ride in a plane; but after I got Gregory aboard, he confessed that if 
he was going to get his neck broken, he would just as soon break his 
neck with Barkley and me as anybody he knew. 

I hope that the development of this great Valley here will result in 
the development of our other river valleys along the same line. You 
know, our resources have barely been touched. Some of our natural 
resources — Clumber, for instance — have been exhausted by senseless de- 
forestation. We are trying to remedy that situation now by 
reforestation. 

This great development has proven conclusively that a free people 
can do anything that is necessary for the welfare of the human race as 
a whole. We created the greatest production machine in the history 
of the world. We made that machine operate, to the disaster of the 
dictators. Now then, we want to keep that machine operating. We 
must keep that machine operating. We have just discovered the 
source of the sun’s power — ^atomic energy; that is, we have found out 
how to turn it loose. We had to turn it loose in the beginning for 
destruction. We are not going to use it for destruction any more, I 
hope. But that tremendous source of energy can create for us the 
greatest age in the history of the world if we axe sensible enough to 
put it to that use and to no other. I think we are going to do just that. 
I think our Allies are going to cooperate with us in peace, just as we 
cooperated with them in war. 

I think we can look forward to the greatest age in history, and I have 
said that every time I have had an opportunity to address anybody. 
The greatest age m history is upon us. We must assume that respon- 
sibility. We are gomg to assume it, and every one of you, and all of 
us, are going to get in and work for the welfare of the world in peace, 
just as we worked for the welfare of the world in war. That is abso- 
lutely essential and necessary. 

We are having our little troubles now— a few of them. They are 
not serious— just a blowup after the letdown from war. You remember 
what a terrible time we had the first two days after the Japanese folded 
up. Everybody had to blow off steam. Well, there is still some of 
fha f steam that wants to be blown off, and we still have a few selfish 


393 



[165] Oct. 10 ?uhlic Papers of the Presidents 

men who think more of their own personal interests than they do of 
the public welfare. 

But they are not going to prevail. You are not going to let them pre- 
vail. You are going to force everybody to get into this harness, and 
push and pull until that great age I am prophesying comes about. 

We can’t do it tomorrow. We can’t do it next month. We prob- 
ably can’t do it all next year. It is going to take some time for us to 
re ali ze just exactly what we have and what we will do with it. 

Now, let’s all go home and go to work. Cut out the foolishness and 
make this country what it ought to be — the greatest nation the sun has 
ever shone upon. 

Thank you very much. 

166 Statement by the President on the 34th Anniversary of 
the Chinese Republic. October 10, 1945 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE today join the people of all free nations 
in saluting the people of China upon this thirty-fourth anniversary of 
China’s national revolution. For the first time in fourteen years China 
is able to celebrate the Double Tenth without fear of aggression. The 
tremendous sacrifices which the Chinese people made for so long in 
their stirring and effective resistance to the Japanese invader have finally 
been rewarded in complete victory over the enemy, and the American 
people take pride in the decisive role played by our gallant ally in this 
titanic struggle for world freedom. 

With final victory in the war achieved, China now faces the urgent 
problems of reconstruction of her devastated nation — ^a task which will 
require all of the inspired leadership and full cooperation of the 
Chinese people which have been so evident during these years of 
desperate struggle for survival and without which Japan’s savage aims 
of aggression might have succeeded. 

On behalf of the American people I take pleasure in reaffirming our 
abiding faith in the ability of the Chinese nation to accomplish the 
democratic objectives established for it by Dr. Sun Yat-sen and in pledg- 
ing our assistance and support to the attainment of this end. 
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167 Remarks on Presenting the Congressional Medal of 
Honor to Fifteen Members of the Armed Forces. 
October 12, 1945 


WELL, once again I have had a very great privilege. I would rather 
do what I have been doing this morning than any other one of my 
arduous duties. This one is a pleasure. 

When you look at these young men, you see the United States of 
America, the greatest republic on earth, the country that can meet any 
situation when it becomes necessary. 

These young men were doing their duty. They didn’t think they 
were being heroes. They didn’t think they were doing any thing un- 
usual. They were just doing what the situation called for. 

As I have told the rest of these young men who have been here before 
me, I would much rather have that Medal around my neck than to be 
President of the United States. It is the greatest honor that can come 
to a man. It is an honor that all of us strive for, but very few of us 
ever achieve. 

Now these young men will go back and become citizens of this great 
country, and they will make good citizens; and you won’t find any of 
them bragging about what they have done or what they propose to do. 
They are just going to be good citizens of the United States, and they are 
going to help us take this Republic to its leadership in the world, where 
it belongs, and where it has belonged for the past 25 years. 

Thank you very much for giving me this pleasure and this privilege. 


note: The presentation was made by 
the President in a ceremony on the 
South Lawn at the White House. The 
Congressional Medal of Honor was 
awarded to the following mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces from the 
European and Pacific theaters: Cpl. T. 
A. Atkins, Cpl. Edward A. Bennett, 


Cpl. M. E. Biddle, Capt. J. M. Burt, 
Cpl. C. B. Craft, Cpl. Desmond T. Doss, 
T. Sgt. F. V. Homer, T. Sgt. C. H. 
Karaberis, Sgt. T. J. Kelly, Sgt. D. J. 
Kerstetter, Sgt. N. Oresko, T. Sgt. C. 
Rodriguez, ist Lt. E. A. Silk, ad Lt. 
J. C. Sjogren, and Pfc. W. A. Soder- 
man. 


395 



[i68] Oct. 12 Vublic Papers of the Presidents 

i68 Letter to Representative Powell of New York Regarding 
the Refusal of Permission to His Wife for a Concert in 
Constitution Hall. October 12, 1945 


Dear Congressman Powell: 

I have your telegram in which you inform me that your wife. Miss 
Hazel Scott, has been refused the use of Constitution Hall for a concert 
on October twentieth. 

Artistic talent is not the exclusive property of any one race or group. 
One of the marks of a democracy is its willingness to respect and re- 
ward talent without regard to race or origin. 

We have just brought to a successful conclusion a war against totali- 
tarian countries which made racial discrimination their state policy. 
One of the first steps taken by the Nazis when they came to power 
was to forbid the public appearance of artists and musicians whose 
religion or origin was unsatisfactory to the “Master-race.” 

I am sure that you will realize however the impossibility of any inter- 
ference by me in the management or policy of a private enterprise 
such as the one in question. 

Very sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 


note: The White House also released 
a telegram from Mrs. Truman to Rep- 
resentative Powell, acknowledging his 
telegram of October ii concerning the 
invitation she had accepted to attend a 
tea given by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, who had refused 


permission to Miss Scott to give a con- 
cert in Constitution Hall. In her tde- 
gram Mrs. Truman called attention to 
the fact that the invitation was extended 
and accepted prior to the controversy 
over the use of Constitution Hall by 
Miss Scott. 


169 Special Message to the Congress on Puerto Rico. 

October 16, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

It is the settled policy of this Government to promote the political, 
social and economic development of people who have not yet attained 
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full self-government, and eventually to make it possible for them to 
determine their own form of government. 

It is our pride that this policy was faithfully pursued in the case of 
the Philippines. The people of the Philippines deter min ed that they 
desired political independency and the Government of the United 
States made provision to this effect. 

It is now time, in my opinion, to ascertain from the people of Puerto 
Rico their wishes as to the ultimate status which they prefer, and, 
within such limits as may be determined by the Congress, to grant 
to them the kind of government which they desire. 

The present form of government in the Island appears to be unsatis- 
factory to a large number of its inhabitants. Different groups of people 
in Puerto Rico are advocating various changes in the present form of 
government. 

These advocated changes include different possibilities: (i) the right 
of the Puerto Ricans to elect their own Governor with a wider measure 
of local self-government; (2) Statehood for Puerto Rico; (3) complete 
independence; and (4) a Dominion form of government. 

Each of these propositions is being urged in the Island, and each 
has its own advocates. Uncertainty has been created among the people 
as to just what the future of Puerto Rico is to be. These uncertainties 
should be cleared away at an early date. 

To this end, I recommend that the Congress consider each of the 
proposals, and that legislation be enacted submitting various alternatives 
to the people of Puerto Rico. In that way, the Congress can ascertain 
what the people of Puerto Rico themselves most desire for their political 
future. 

However, in the interest of good faith and comity between the people 
of Puerto Rico and those of us who live on the mamland, Congress 
should not submit any proposals to the Puerto Ricans which the Con- 
gress is not prepared to enact finally into law. We should be prepared 
to carry into effect whatever options are placed before the people of 
Puerto Rico, once the Puerto Ricans have expressed their preference. 

I hope that this problem can be considered by the Congress at an 
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early date, and that appropriate legislation be enacted designed to make 
definite the future status of Puerto Rico. 

Habry S. Truman 

NOTE- A bill providing for the organi- Res. 430 approving the constitution of 
zation of a constitutional government by the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as 
the people of Puerto Rico (S. 3336), enacted July 3, 1952, is Public Law 447, 
as enacted July 3, 1950, is Public Law Sad Congress (66 Stat. 327), which be- 
600, 8ist Congress (64 Stat. 319). H.J. came effective on July 25, 1952. 

170 Statement by the President Following the Visit of 
President Rios of Chile. October 16, 1945 

PRESIDENT RfOS of Chile left Washington yesterday after an official 
visit, during which it was my privilege to have him as a guest at the 
White House. It was a great pleasure to meet him, not only as a friend 
and statesman, but also as the representative of a democratic people and 
a functioning democracy. 

We discussed the mutual desire to strengthen the solidarity of the 
republics of the Western Hemisphere on the basis of the ideals for which 
the war was fought and won. 

1 71 Memorandum on the Community War Fund Campaign 
in the National Capital Area. October 17, 1945 

To the Heads of the Executive Departments and Agencies: 

Analysis of the present situation in the Community War Fund drive 
in the government service shows that to date only $900,625 has been 
pledged, or 41.6 percent of the Government’s quota. There are only 13 
days left in which to complete the quota, and clear the way for the 
Victory Bond drive. 

I ask the members of the Cabinet and heads of independent establish- 
ments of the Federal and District Governments in this metropolitan 
area to do their utmost personally to hasten the coverage of their depart- 
ments and agencies and to explain to the officials and employees under 
them the real necessity for obtaining the funds necessary to keep the 
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various welfare and service organizations supported by the Fund going 
successfully for another year. 

I believe that a generous response may be expected if it can be made 
clear to everyone that these services are still needed, in spite of the 
cessation of hostilities, to aid and comfort our Armed Forces at home 
and abroad, to give assistance to our allies in lands devastated by the 
war, and to maintain in our own locality the Community Chest activities 
which are so essential to the health and welfare of our National Capital. 
The fact that more than half of these latter services during the past year 
were rendered to government employees makes me feel certain that all 
will wish to contribute. 

Twelve government agencies have already exceeded their quota. I 
ask the others to push the campaign so that the quota may be reached 
in time to avoid overlapping the Victory Bond Drive. This will call for 
immediate measures on the part of department heads to speed up the 
campaign. It will also require special devotion and effort on the part 
of all the volunteer workers, as well as sympathetic understanding and 
response on the part of those asked to contribute. 

Harry S. Truman 


172 The President’s News Conference of 
October 18, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. I have no particular announcements to make today, but 
I thought maybe you might hke to ask me some questions and would 
rather come in and do it. 

[i.] Q. Mr. President, do you think the passage of the Hatch-Ball- 
Burton bill at this time might be helpful } 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not familiar enough with the provisions of the 
Hatch-Ball-Burton bill, because it was introduced just a short time 
before I left the Senate, and I can’t answer the question. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek says in an 
interview today with the U.P. that he had told the late President Roose- 
velt that the fate of the Emperor of Japan should be decided by the 
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Japanese people themselves, through free elections. Is there any such 
plan? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not that I know of. I think it’s a good plan, how- 
ever. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Snyder in a series of speeches indicated 
that it is his purpose to hold the line firmly on price stabilization, while 
letting management and labor bargain it out collectively within the 
present price structure. Does that represent the setded policy of the 
administration? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is in accordance with the Executive order of 
August 18 which I read to you, I think, at another press conference.^ 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection, after a talk with you the other 
day, Mr. Garrison said that you had asked or suggested some machinery 
outside the War Labor Board for wage and price settlements. Could 
you tell us anything about your ideas on that point ? 

THE PRESIDENT. We are discussing that tomorrow at a Cabinet meet- 
ing. I will have an announcement to make on it, I think, after the 
Cabinet meeting. 

Q. Is there anything you might say at this point about the type of 
machinery? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there isn’t. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, have you received any message from Mr. 
Stalin lately? 

THE PRESIDENT. No— yes, I have received one message, but it was 
merely a formal message in answer to some former correspondence. 
It had nothing to do with the present situation. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

[5.] Q. Have there been any developments lo oking toward resump- 
tion or possible elevation to the executive level of the London 
Council 

THE PRESIDENT. I couldn’t hear you. 

Q. Have there been any developments looking toward carrying 
through to the Truman-Stalin level the difficulties that developed in 
London? 

»3ee Item 15T IS]. 
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THE PIUSSIDENT. No. 

Q. In other words, there is no Big Three meeting now planned ? 

THE PKEsroENT. Not in contemplation. 

Q. Do you know why the Russian Ambassador came back here? 

THE PREsmENT. I wish I did. [Laughter^ It seems to be interesting 
to most everybody. I suppose he was on his own personal business. 

Q. Mr. President, is the State Department— or you— taking any ini- 
tiative in any way to attempt to break the stalemate that developed in 
London, and has now developed here, on the Far East? 

THE PRESIDENT. In correspondence with the other governments. I 
hope it will eventually be worked out. I am sure it will. 

Q. Does that correspondence, sir, I presume, include Mr. Stalin as well 
as 

THE PRESIDENT. Naturally. It includes all the interested governments. 

Q. Is that more than the Big Five, or just the Big Five ? 

THE PRESIDENT. All the interested governments in the Far East. There 
are 10 or 12. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, would you favor repeal of the Smith- 
Connally Act— the labor disputes act? 

THE PRESIDENT. That matter is to be considered by the Congress. It 
is up to them to decide what ought to be done with that. When it 
comes up for consideration, I shall express an opinion on it. 

Q, Mr. President, could you cast any light on the sudden determina- 
tion of John L. Lewis to call off the coal strike ? Were there any con- 
ferences — 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Lewis stated that he did it in the public interest, 
which made me very happy. If all these gentlemen will work in the 
public interest, you will have very little trouble. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, what is the administration’s policy on the 
al umin um plants owned by the Government ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The policy has not been established as yet, but we 
hope as many of them as possible will be kept in operation. 

Q. By the Government? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. By private industry. 

Q. Would you favor Government subsidies to run these plants? 
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THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it will be necessary. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us as to the 
lengdi or content of your message to Congress Tuesday ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I will fuTiiish you that message in plenty of 
time so you can study it before I deliver it. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, I was wondering if Attorney General Clark 
has made any recommendation on that district judgeship vacancy out 
in Kansas ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, hc hasn’t. 

Q. You haven’t made up your mind.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I haven’t considered it at all. I just signed the 
bill yesterday. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you had any further correspondence 
with Mr. Atdee relative to the Palestine question .? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not right recently. I had quite a voluminous cor- 
respondence with him at one time, and made some suggestions to him, 
which are still being considered. 

Q. The time ripe yet for disclosure of his reply, or of your original 
note? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, because the matter is still under consideration by 
the British Government, and I don’t want to appear to be pushing them 
unduly. I think that request which I made of Mr. Attlee was a rea- 
sonable one, and I am hoping that he wiU comply with it. I asked 
him to admit a hundred thousand Jews into Palestine.’ 

Q. That would seem to indicate that his reply that has been received 
here was not conclusive ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He didn’t want to admit as many as I asked him to. 

Q. Was the figure quoted in Congress as 1,800 a month approxi- 
mately correct? 

THE PRESIDENT. No — ^well, it is approximately correct, but it is more 
than that. He would agree to more than that. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us on the se- 
lection for Chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. No dccision has been reached on it. 

^ See Item 188. 
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[12.] Q. Mr. President, there has been some talk on the Hill that 
you have urged prompt action on the atomic bomb bill, which is in 
your message. Do you object to the resumption of hearings, and to a 
delay of 2 or 3 weeks on that legislation .? 

THE PKEsroENT. I Want the Congress to have all the information that 
it feels it needs, so that it can legislate intelligendy, but I don’t think 
there ought to be any undue delay. 

[^ 3 *] Q" Mr. President, have your plans crystallized for the period 
between your Georgia trip and your next Missouri trip in about 10 
days? 

THE PEEsiDENT. I will be right here at this desk. 

Q. You are not going to Florida? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q, In other words, you are coming back from Warm Springs to 
Washington? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. I will be right here at this desk. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, Members of Congress returning from over- 
seas criticize UNRRA very severely. Do you have any other plan in 
mind for relief, other than UNRRA ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. That is an implemented and agreed on plan 
between the interested governments, and unless we want to assume the 
whole burden ourselves, we will have to go through UNRRA. 

Q. Would you consider the latter ? 

THE PRESIDENT, No, I would not. I think every nation ought to as- 
sume its part of the burden. 

[15.] Q. Mr, President, returning to the atomic bomb question, 
does the May-Johnson bill seem satisfactory to you ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think it is satisfactory. I don’t know, because I 
haven’t studied it carefully. When it comes up here for me to sign it, 
I will make up my mind on what I shall do with it. It is substantially 
in line with the suggestion in the message, I think. 

Reporters: Thank you, Mr, President. 

note: President Truman’s thirtieth at the White House at 10:05 am. on 
news conference was held in his ofBce Thursday, October 18, 1945 - 
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173 Statement by the President on the Anniversary of the 
Founding of the Czechoslovak Republic. 

October 22, 1945 

ON THE anniversary of Czechoslovak independence I wish to extend 
my own personal greetings and the wholehearted congratulations of 
the American people to President Benes and the people of Czecho- 
slovakia. This commemoration of the founding of the Czechoslovak 
Republic is of particular significance in marking the first time since the 
German occupation that the Czechoslovak people have been able to 
celebrate their independence in their own homeland as a free people. 

The realization that the principles of democracy and freedom, out of 
which the Republic was born twenty-seven years ago, have been vic- 
torious in two world wars, will inspire the Czechoslovak people to 
make once more their contribution to world peace. 

The American people watch with sympathetic interest the diligent 
efforts now being made by the Czechoslovak people to erase the effects 
of the Nazi rule and to restore their independent national life on the 
traditions which have always been identified with the Czechoslovak 
Republic. I am confident that the American people will aid the 
Czechoslovak people in every way possible to achieve this goal. 


174 Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on 
Universal Military Training. October 23, 1945 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President, and Members of the Congress of the 
United States: 

In my message to the Congress of September 6, 1945 , 1 stated that I 
would communicate further with respect to a long range program of 
national military security for the United States. I now present to the 
Congress my recommendations with respect to one essential part of 
this program— universal training. 

The United States now has a fighting strength greater than at any 
other time in our history. It is greater than that of any other nation in 
the world. 
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We are strong because of many things: our natural resources which 
we have so diligently developed; our great farms and mines, our fac- 
tories, shipyards and industries which we have so energetically created 
and operated. But above all else, we are strong because of the courage 
and vigor and skill of a libaty loving people who are determined that 
this nation shall remain forever free. 

With our strength comes grave responsibility. With it must also 
come a continuing sense of leadership in the world for justice and peace. 

For years to come the success of our efforts for a just and lasting peace 
wiU depend upon the strength of those who are determined to main- 
tain that peace. We intend to use all our moral influence and all our 
physical strength to work for that kind of peace. We can ensure such 
a peace only so long as we remain strong. We must face the fact that 
peace must be built upon power, as well as upon good will and good 
deeds. 

Our determination to remain powerful denotes no lack of faith in 
the United Nations Organization. On the contrary, with all the might 
we have, we intend to back our obligations and commitments under 
the United Nations Charter. Indeed, the sincerity of our intention to 
support the Organization will be judged partly by our willingness to 
maintain the power with which to assist other peace-loving nations to 
enforce its authority. It is only by strength that we can impress the 
fact upon possible future aggressors that we will tolerate no threat to 
peace or liberty. 

To maintain that power we must act now. The latent strength of 
our untrained citizenry is no longer sufficient protection. If attack 
should come again, there would be no time under conditions of modern 
war to develop that latent strength into the necessary fighting force. 

Never again can we coimt on the luxury of time with which to arm 
ourselves. In any future war, the heart of the United States would be 
the enemy’s first target. Our geographical security is now gone— gone 
with the advent of the robot bomb, the rocket, aircraft carriers and 
modern airborne armies. 

The surest guaranty that no nation will dare again to attack us is 
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to remain strong in the only kind of strength an aggressor under- 
stands— military power. 

To preserve the strength of our nation, the alternative before us is 
clear. We can maintain a large standing Army, Navy, and Air Force. 
Or we can rely upon a comparatively small regular Army, Navy and 
Air Force, supported by well trained citizens, who in time of emer- 
gency could be quickly mobilized. 

I recommend the second course— that we depend for our security 
upon a comparatively small professional armed force, reinforced by a 
well trained and effectively organized citizen reserve. The backbone 
of our military force should be the trained citizen who is first and fore- 
most a civilian, and who becomes a soldier or a sailor only in time of 
danger — and only when Congress considers it necessary. This plan 
is obviously more practical and economical. It conforms more closely 
to long-standing American tradition. 

In such a system, however, the citizen reserve must be a trained re- 
serve. We can meet the need for a trained reserve in only one way — 
by universal training. 

Modern war is fought by experts — ^from the atomic scientist in his 
laboratory to the fighting man with his intricate modern weapons. 
The day of the minute man who sprang to the flintlock hanging on his 
wall is over. Now it takes many months for men to become skilled in 
electronics, aeronautics, ballistics, meteorology, and all the other sci- 
ences of modern war. If another national emergency should come, 
there would be no time for this complicated training. Men must be 
trained in advance. 

The sooner we can bring the maximum number of trained men into 
service, the sooner will be the victory and the less tragic the cost. Uni- 
versal training is the only means by which we can be prepared right at 
the start to throw our great energy and our tremendous force into the 
battle. After two terrible experiences in one generation, we have 
learned that this is the way— the only way — to save human lives and 
material resources. 

The importance of universal training has already been recognized by 
the Congress, and the Congress has wisely taken the initiative in this 
program. 
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The Select Committee of the House of Representatives on Postwar 
Military Policy has organized hearings and has heard extended testi- 
mony from representatives of churches and schools, labor unions, vet- 
erans organizations, the armed services, and many other groups. After 
careful consideration the Committee has approved the broad policy 
of universal military training for the critical years ahead. I concur 
in that conclusion, and strongly urge the Congress to adopt it. 

In the present hour of triumph, we must not forget our anguish 
during the days of Bataan. We must not forget the anxiety of the days 
of Guadalcanal. In our desire to leave the tragedy of war behind us, 
we must not make the same mistake that we made after the first World 
War when we sank back into helplessness. 

I recommend that we create a postwar military organization which 
will contain the following basic elements: 

First — K comparatively small regular Army, Navy and Marine 
Corps; 

Second — K greatly strengthened National Guard and Organized Re- 
serve for the Army, Navy and Marine Corps ; 

Third — K General Reserve composed of all the male citizens of the 
United States who have received training. 

The General Reserve would be available for rapid mobilization in 
time of emergency, but it would have no obligation to serve, either 
in this country or abroad, unless and until called to the service by an 
Act of the Congress. 

In order to provide this General Reserve, I recommend to the Con- 
gress the adoption of a plan for Universal Military Training. 

Universal Military Training is not conscription. The opponents of 
training have labeled it conscription, and by so doing, have confused 
the minds of some of our citizens. “Conscription” is compulsory serv- 
ice in the Army or Navy in time of peace or war. Trainees under this 
proposed legislation, however, would not be enrolled in any of the 
armed services. They would be civilians in training. They would be 
no closer to membership in the armed forces than if they had no train- 
ing. Special rules and regulations would have to be adopted for their 
organization, discipline and welfare. 
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Universal training is not intended to take the place of the present 
Selective Service System. The Selective Service System is now being 
used to furnish replacements in the armed forces for the veterans of this 
war who are being discharged. 

Only the Congress could ever draw trainees under a Universal Train- 
ing Program into the Army or the Navy. And if that time ever came, 
these trainees could be inducted only by a selective process, as they were 
inducted for World War I and World War II. The great difference 
between having universal training and no training, however, is that, 
in time of emergency, those who would be selected for actual military 
service would already have been basically trained. 

That difference may be as much as a year’s time. That difference 
may be the margin between the survival and the destruction of this 
great nation. 

The emphasis in the trainkig of our young men wiU not be on mere 
drilling. It will be on the use of all the instruments and weapons of 
modern war. The training will offer every qualified young man 
a chance to perfect himself for the service of his country in some mili- 
tary specialty. 

Under the plan which I propose, provisions should be made within 
the armed services to help trainees improve their educational status. 
The year of universal training should provide ample opportunity for 
self-improvement. Some part of the training could be used to develop 
skills which would be useful in future civilian life just as such skills 
have been developed during the present war. 

The period of training could well be used to raise the physical stand- 
ards of the nation’s manpower, to lower its illiteracy rate, and to develop 
in our young men the ideals of responsible American citizenship. 

Medical examinations of the young trainees would do much toward 
removing some of the minor disabilities which caused the rejection of 
so many men during this war by the Selective Service System. 

The moral and spiritual welfare of our young people should be a 
consideration of prime importance, and, of course, facilities for worship 
in every faith should be available. 

But the basic reason for universal training is a very simple one — ^to 
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guarantee the safety and freedom of the United States against any 
potential aggressor. The other benefits are all by-products— useful in- 
deed, but still by-products. The fundamental need is, and always will 
be, the national security of the United States, and the safety of our 
homes and oxir loved ones. 

Since training alone is involved, and not actual military service, no 
exemptions should be allowed for occupation, dependency, or for any 
other reason except total physical disqualification. 

All men should be included in the training, whether physically quali- 
fied for actual combat service or not. There should be a place into 
which every young American can fit in the service of our country. 
Some would be trained for combat, others would be trained for what- 
ever war service they are physically and mentally qualified to perform. 

I recommend that the training should be for one year. Each young 
man should enter training either at the age of eighteen or upon his 
graduation from high school— whichever is later; but in any event 
before his twentieth birthday. A trainee who completes his high 
school education in his seventeenth year should be eligible, with parental 
consent, to enter the course of training. 

After the first few months of training, selected trainees who are not 
physically qualified for military service could be trained in certain 
skills so that iE war came, they could take their places in shipyards, 
munitions factories and similar industrial plants. 

Upon completion of a full year’s training, the trainee would become 
a member of the General Reserve for a period of sis years. After that 
he should be placed in a secondary reserve status. 

Present personnel in the Army and Navy Reserves woxild, of course, 
be retained, and the new trainees would provide the source from which 
Reserves of the future would draw their personnel. 

Commissions would be granted to qualified men who complete the 
course of tr aining and who then take additional instruction in OfiScer 
Candidate Schools, in the Reserve Ofi&cers Training Corps or Naval 
Reserve Officers Training Corps. Outstanding trainees could be 
selected after an adequate period of training, and sent to college with 
Government financial aid, on condition that they return, after gradua- 
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tion and with ROTC training, as junior officers for a year or more of 
additional training or service. 

Such a system as I have outlined would provide a democratic and 
efficient military force. It would be a constant bulwark in support of 
our ideals of government. It would constitute the backbone of defense 
against any possible future act of aggression. 

It has been suggested in some quarters that there should be no univer- 
sal training until the shape of the peace is better known, and until the 
military needs of this country can be estimated and our comnoitments 
under the United Nations Organization can be determined. But it is 
impossible today to foresee the future. It is difficult at any time to 
know exactly what our responsibilities will require in the way of force. 
We do know that iE we are to have available a force when needed, the 
time to begin preparing is right now. 

The need exists today — ^and must be met today. 

If, at some later time, conditions change, then the program can be 
reexamined and revalued. At the present time we have the necessary 
organization, the required camp installations, and the essential equip- 
ment and training grounds immediately available for use m a training 
program. Once we disband and scatter this set-up, it will be much 
harder and more expensive to reestablish the necessary facilities. 

The argument has been made that compulsory training violates tradi- 
tional American concepts of liberty and democracy, and even that it 
would endanger our system of government by creating a powerful mili- 
tary caste. The purpose of the program, however, is just the contrary. 
And it will have just the contrary result. The objective is not to tr ain 
professional soldiers. It is to train citizens, so tliat if and when the 
Congress should declare it necessary for them to become soldiers, they 
could do so more quickly and more efficiently. A large trained reserve 
of peace-loving citizens would never go to war or encourage war, if it 
could be avoided. 

It is no valid argument against adoptmg universal training at this 
time that there are now millions of trained veterans of this war. No 
fair minded person would suggest that we continue to rely indefinitely 
upon those veterans. They have earned the heartfelt gratitude of us 
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3II — they have also earned the right to return prompdy to civilian 
life. We must now look to our younger men to constitute the new 
reserve military strength of our nation. 

There are some who urge that the development of rocket weapons 
and atomic bombs and other new weapons indicates that scientific 
research, rather than universal training, is the best way to safeguard our 
security. It is true that, if we are to keep ahead in military prepared- 
ness, continuous research in science and new weapons is essential. That 
is why in my message to the Congress of September sixth I urged that 
there be created a national research agency, one of whose major func- 
tions would be to carry on fundamental mili tary research. 

It is true that there must be continuous exploration into new fields of 
science in order to keep ahead in the discovery and manufacture of new 
weapons. No matter what the cost, we cannot afford to fall behind 
in any of the new techniques of war or in the development of new 
weapons of destruction. 

Until we are sure that our peace machinery is functioning adequately, 
we must relentlessly preserve our superiority on land and sea and in the 
air. Until that time, we must also make sure that by planning — and by 
actual production — wt have on hand at all times sufficient weapons of 
the latest nature and design with which to repel any sudden attack, and 
with which to launch an effective counter-attack. 

That is the only way we can be sure — ^until we are sure that there is 
another way. 

But research, new materials, and new weapons will never, by them- 
selves, be sufficient to withstand a powerful enemy. We must have men 
trained to use these weapons. As our armed forces become more and 
more mechanized, and as they use more and more complicated weapons, 
we must have an ever-increasing number of trained men. Technologi- 
cal advances do not eliminate the need for men. They increase that 
need. 

General of the Army George C. Marshall, in his recent report to the 
Secretary of War, has made this very clear. I quote from his report: 

“The nximber of men that were involved in the delivery of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima was tremendous. First we had to have the base in 
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the Marianas from which the plane took off. This first required pre- 
liminary operations across the vast Pacific, thousands of ships, millions 
of tons of supply, the heroic efforts of hundreds of thousands of men. 
Further, we needed the B-np’s and their fighter escort which gave us 
control of the air over Japan. This was the result of thousands of hours 
of training and preparation in the United States and the energies of 
hundreds of thousands of men. 

“The effect of technology on the military structure is identical to its 
effect on national economy. Just as the automobile replaced the horse 
and made work for millions of Americans, the atomic explosives will 
require the services of milUons of men if we are compelled to employ 
them in fighting our battles. 

“This war has made it clear that the security of the Nation, when 
challenged by an armed enemy, requires the services of virtually all 
able-bodied male citizens within the effective military age group.” 

That is the end of General Marshall’s quotation. 

The atomic bomb would have been useless to us unless we had de- 
vdoped a strong Army, Navy and Air Force with which to beat off 
the attacks of our foe, and then fight our way to points within striking 
distance of the heart of the enemy. 

Assume that on December 7, 1941, the United States had had a sup- 
ply of atomic bombs in New Mexico or Tennessee. What could we 
have done with them? 

Assume that the United States and Japan both had had a supply of 
the bombs on December 7 j 1941* Which would have survived? 

Suppose that both England and Germany had had the atomic bomb 
in September of 1940 during the “Blitz” over England. Which coun- 
try would have been destroyed ? 

The answer is dear that the atomic bomb is of little value without 
an adequate Army, Air and Naval Force. For that kind of force is 
necessary to protect our shores, to overcome any attack and to enable 
us to move forward and direct the bomb against the enemy’s own 
territory. Every new weapon will eventually br ing some coimter- 
defense against it. Our ability to use dther a new weapon or a counter- 
weapon vdll ultimately depend upon a strong Army, Navy and Air 
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Force, with all the millions of men needed to supply them — all quickly 
mobilized and adequately equipped. 

Any system which is intended to guarantee our national defense will, 
of course, cause some inconvenience — ^and perhaps even some hard- 
ship— to our people. But we must balance that against the danger 
which we face unless we are realistic and hard-headed enough to be 
prepared. Today universal training is the only adequate answer we 
have to our problem in this troubled world. 

There will be better answers, we hope, in the days to come. The 
United States will always strive for those better answers — ^for the kind 
of tried and tested world cooperation which will make for peace and 
harmony among all nations. It will continue to strive to reach that 
period quickly. But that tune has not yet arrived. 

Even from those who are loudest in their opposition to universal 
training, there has come no other suggestion to furnish the protection 
and security which we must have — ^nothing but pious hope and danger- 
ous wishful thinking. 

I urge that the Congress pass this legislation promptly— while the 
danger is still fresh in our minds — ^while we still remember how close 
we came to destruction four years ago— while we can vividly recall 
the horrors of invasion which our Allies suffered— and while we can 
still see all the ravages and ruin of war. 

Let us not by a short-sighted neglect of our national security betray 
those who come after us. 

It is our solemn duty in this hour of victory to make sure that in the 
years to come no possible aggressor or group of aggressors can endanger 
the national security of the United States of America. 

note: The President spoke at 12:31 (62 Stat. 604), redesignated as the Uni- 
p.m. in the chamber of the House of versal Military Training and Service 
Representatives. Act by amendment of June 19, 1951 (65 

On June 24, 1948, the President ap- Stat 75). 
proved the Selective Service Act of 1948 
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175 The President’s News Conference of 
October 25, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] The first announcement is the appointment of 
John R. Steehnan as Special Assistant to the President. 

Q. S-t-e-e 

THE PRESIDENT. John R. S't-e-e-l-m-a-n. 

Q. Executive Assistant? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Special Assistant. 

Q. What field is he going to operate in, labor ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is going to be a Special Assistant to the President, 
to act in any field in which I want to use him. 

Q. Is that a temporary appointment or a permanent one, Mr. 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Temporary. 

Q. Dealingwithlabor relations, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. He wiU act in any capacity in which I want to use 
him. 

Q. His background has been mostly labor conciliation though, hasn’t 
it, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is a labor expert. 

[2.] I want to make a short statement about the Philippines, and 
tomorrow morning some letters will be released to you on that subject.’^ 
{Reading] “Since President Osmena’s arrival in Washington early 
this month, I have had several conferences with him. Secretary Ickes, 
and High Commissioner McNutt. 

“All Americans feel a very warm friendship for the Filipino people, 
who stood by us so heroically throughout the war and who now are in 
dire need of help. I consider a program of assistance to the Philippines 
essential to our relationship with the people there. 

“We have made some progress and further conferences will be held 
before President Osmena and High Commissioner McNutt return to 
Manila.” 

[3.] I have a letter from William Green, Philip Murray, Ira Mosher, 

For letters, see Item 176. 
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and Eric Johnston on the labor-management conference, and also the 
agenda for the conference, which will be furnished you in mimeo- 
graphed form. There are copies for everybody.^ 

[4.] I am going to speak over the radio at 10 o’clock on Tuesday 
night, and discuss the wage-price program. 

Q. Next Tuesday, sir.? 

THE PRESBDENT. Next Tuesday night, at 10 o’clock. 

Q. All networks, sir? 

THE PKESiDENT. All networks. 

Q. What time, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ten o’clock. 

Q. Half-hour speech, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

Q. Is the policy yet decided, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The poHcy is in the stage of being decided. It will 
be decided before I make the announcement on Tuesday night. 

[5.] I have a new Presidential flag. Executive order for which will 
be issued. President Roosevelt had ordered the Navy Department to 
go to work on a new flag just before he died, and I thought maybe you 
might be interested in the history of the Presidential flag and the Presi- 
dential seal; and I have got a release for you in mimeographed form 
on that. 

[To General 'Vaughan\ Now raise that flag up, there. This flag 
here— in President Wilson’s time there were two flags for the President, 
an Army flag for the President with a red star and a Navy flag for the 
President with a blue star. 


1 The letter (from William Green, President, American Federation of Labor ; Ira Mosher, 
President, National Association of Manufacturers; Philip Murray, President, Confess of 
Industrial Organizations; and Eric Johnston, President, United States Chamber of Com- 
merce), released October 25, was in response to a request by President Truman that the 
writers nominate delegates and plan the agenda for the National Labor-Management 
Conference scheduled to begin November 5. The letter stated that S6 delegates had been 
chosen, representing a wide diversity of Interests in both management and labor. The 
agenda, It stated, was agreed upon unanimously by a subcommittee “chosen by ourselves 
and the Secretaries of Labor and Commerce.” While stating that “no conference can 
possibly . . . clean the slate of all present and potential sources of friction in the highly- 
complicated American economy,” the writers added that “it is equally obvious , , , that 
the establishment of long-range and agreed-upon policies designed to reduce industrial dis- 
agreement, and the provision of predetermined means of dealing with unavoidable disagree- 
ments will go far toward bringing about a new era of Industrial harmony and progress.” 
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President Wilson ordered a single flag for the President, and this was 
the result of thzt—[Generd Vaughan displays with the white 

eagle facing toward the arrows, which is the sinister side of the heraldic 
form, and no color. 

This new flag— [/o General Vaughan}— H you will raise that one up, 
now you will see — ^you can see the difference. It will all be explained in 
the release which you will get. This new flag faces the eagle toward 
the staff which is looking to the front all the time when you are on the 
march, and also has him looking at the olive branches for peace, instead 
of the arrows for war; and taking the 4 stars out of the corner and put- 
ting 48 stars around the Presidential seal. You will get a release that 
will tell you all about it, and the why and the wherefore.^ 

iThe release contained the text o-f Executive Order 9646 “Coat of Arms, Seal, and Flag 
of the President of the United States” (October 26, 1945, 3 CFR, 1943r-1948 Comp., p. 445), 
together with background material reading in part as follows : 

The Executive order establishes for the first time a legal definition of the President's 
coat of arms and his seal. The design of the coat of arms and the seal has been changed 
slightly from the former design, and the Presidential flag has also been changed The flag 
will consist of the coat of arms in full color, surrounded by 48 white stars on a blue field. 

The former Presidential flag was adopted in 1916 by President Wilson. Prior to that 
time, the Army and the Navy had had separate flags for the Commander in Chief. Presi- 
dent Wilson instructed his Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Franklin D Roosevelt, and 
the Aide to the Secretary of the Navy, Commander Byron McCandless, USN, to design a 
Presidential flag which would be suitable for use by both the Army and the Navy. On 
May 29, 1916, President Wilson signed an Executive order adopting the flag suggested 
by Assistant Secretary Roosevelt and Commander McCandless The flag consisted of the 
Presidential coat of arms on a blue field with a white star in each of the corners. That 
flag was in use from 1916 until today. 

In March of this year. President Roosevelt discussed with his Naval Aide, Vice Admiral 
Wilson Brown, the advisability of changing the President's flag. It seemed inappropriate 
to President Roosevelt for the flag of the Commander in Chief to have only four stars 
when there were five stars in the flags of Fleet Admirals and Generals of the Army, grades 
which had been created in December 1944. 

It was natural that President Roosevelt should turn at this time to the oflicer who had 
worked with him in 1916, and who now holds the rank of Commodore, Byron McCandless. 

For many years Commodore McCandless, who now commands the U 'S. Naval Repair Base 
at San Diego, Calif, has studied the histories of the various flags of the United States. 
When Vice Admiral Brown wrote to him, at President Roosevelt's request, late In March 
for suggestions for a new design for the President's flag. Commodore McCandless prepared 
several designs based upon early American flags. His proposed designs arrived In Wash- 
ington after the death of President Roosevelt and the President did not have the oppor- 
tunity of seeing them until early in June. 

The President and members of his staff examined them carefully and, preferring one 
design to the others, the President made several suggestions to Commodore McCandless 
concerning it The President believed that all of the States in the Union should be repre- 
sented on the Commander in Chief's flag, and he asked Commodore McCandless to submit 
a new design with a circle of 48 stars around the coat of arms. 

Commodore McCandless sent a painting of the proposed flag, with the circle of 48 stars, 
to the White House in July and when the President returned from Berlin in August, he 
tentatively approved that design. 

It was then sent to the War and Navy Departments for comment and suggestions. The 
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Now I am ready for questions. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, can we clear up a little bit about the Novem- 
ber trips ? Is the southern trip stiU on ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It isj unless conditions here are such that require my 
presence here. All Presidential trips are tentative. 

Q. Mr. President, will you go to Waco, Texas, December 5 ? Is that 
decided.? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is another tentative appointment. They have 
asked me to come down and get a degree of Doctor of Laws from the 
great Baptist school down there, and I am inclined to go. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, have you decided as yet to accept the resig- 
nation of John Snyder ? 

THE PRESIDENT. John Snyder’s resignation has never been under con- 
templation. John Snyder will stay with me as long as I want him, and 
until his job is finished. 

Q. He hasn’t resigned to you in a letter, sir .? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, sir. He nevcr made any attempt to. 

Q. Thank you very mucL 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc is a patriotic citizen, and he will stay here as long 
as I need him, although he is doing it at a very great sacrifice. 


Chief of the Heraldic Section of the Office of the Quartermaster General of the Anny» Mr. 
Arthur B. DuBois, like Commodore McCandless, has studied the history of flags and 
heraldic emblems for many years. Mr. BuBois made several suggestions to the President. 
He pointed out that there was no known basis in law for the coat of arms and the seal 
which has been used by Presidents since 1880 and which was reproduced on the flag. The 
seal had originated during the administration of President Hayes, apparently as an 
erroneous rendering of the Great Seal of the United States. 

It is a curious fact that the eagle on the Great Seal faces to its own right, whereas the 
eagle on the seal in use by Presidents since 1880 faces to its own left. According to 
heraldic custom, the eagle on a coat of arms, unless otherwise specified in the heraldic 
description, is always made to face to Its own right. There is no explanation for the eagle 
facing to its own left in the case of the President’s coat of arms. To conform to heraldic 
custom, and since there was no authority other than usage for the former Presidential 
coat of arms, the President had Mr. DuBois redesign the coat of arms in accordance with 
the latter’s suggestions. 

In the new coat of arms, seal and flag, the eagle not only faces to its right — the 
direction of honor — but also toward the olive branches of peace which it holds in its right 
talon. Formerly the eagle faced toward the arrows in its left talon — arrows, symbolic of 
war. 

The President also decided that the eagle on his seal and his flag should appear in the 
full color of the natural bird as is customary in most flags, rather than in white a^ it had 
been on the former flag. 

The 48 stars in the circle represent the States collectively ; no single star represents any 
particular State. 


417 



[175] Oct. 25 Public Papers of the Presidents 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, the Washington Post this morning suggested 
that General Marshall be placed in charge of the program for universal 
mili tary training. Granted that he needs a rest, but that he ought to 
add his prestige to that. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think General Marshall will add his prestige to 
that universal training program, but General Marshall is still the Chief 
of Staff, and I need him as Chief of Staff. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, what would be the betting odds on whether 
you go to Georgia or not ? {Laughter} Those people are worrying us 
to death. 

THE PRESIDENT. Tony,^ I’ll let you make your own book. {Laughter} 

Q. Mr. President, we are getting an awful lot of messages from down 
there, saying they have been told you are not coming down there.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Rumors are always circulating in Washington. It 
wouldn’t be a good town if it weren’t for the rumors. 

[10.] Q. Did Henry Ford 2d call on you this week .? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, he hasn’t. He came here to see the Secretary of 
Labor. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, after Mr. Wilson of General Motors visit 
here, he announced the 45-hour week idea. Did he get any encourage- 
ment here on that.? 

THE PRESIDENT. He did not. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, did you discuss the Alaska Highway with 
Governor Wallgren here ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, and with Senator Magnuson, and with the 
Secretary of State. 

Q. Making any progress.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, we are making some progress. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, there have been a lot of stories that Leo 
Crowley might be appointed to the Export-Import Bank. Do you have 
any such intention ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t made up my mind on the directors for the 
Export-Import Bank. I have been considering Mr. Crowley for a mem- 
ber of that Board. 

1 Ernest B. Vaccaro, Associated Press 
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Q. Mr. President, on that point, there still seems to be some mystery 
about Mr. Crowley’s departure from both the FDIC and the FEA. 
He wrote a letter specifically resigning from the FDIC. You accepted 
both resignations. Two Congressmen have told me that he testified 
that there was an additional letter dealing with his reasons for wanting 
to get out of FEA, and that it was up to the White House to release that. 
W ould you release that letter now .? 

THE PRESIDENT. The letter is around here somewhere, but our con- 
versations were verbal — sitting here in that chair; and the only reason I 
accepted Mr. Crowley’s release was because he insisted on giving it to 
me, and said that he had been in public service for a long time, and he 
would like to be in a position to attend to his own business a little while. 
I didn’t urge him in any way. 

Q. But is there any reason why that letter should not be public 
knowledge.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there is no reason at all. It can be made public.’^ 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, upon whose advice — ^if you were, sir — were 
you relying upon, in the decision to keep the know-how of the atomic 
bomb a secret in the United States.? Did Mr. Vannevar Bush 

THE PRESIDENT. I was relying on my own judgment 

Q. It was published that you were relying on Bush’s. 

THE PRESIDENT. ^LE that’s woith anything to you. 

Q. Mr. President, there has been some concern on the Hill regarding 
reported German scientists in Spain. Do you contemplate any inquiry 
or action.? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s the first I’ve heard of it. 

Q. Mr. President, when do you expect to begin discussions for the 
control of the atomic bomb ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will make an announcement on that at a later date 
which will clarify the whole situation. I am not ready to make it now. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, have you received any word now, whether 
Russia will attend this Far Eastern Advisory Commission meeting next 
week? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter that has been handled by the Secre- 
tary of State; and I have not been in touch with him on the subject. 

1 See footnote on page 347 ^ _ _ 
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Q. Mr. President, the Secretary of State yesterday referred us to you 
on the question as to whether there had been any response to the cor- 
respondence that may have gone to Mr. Stalin. Has there been any 
response on the subject ? 

THEPKEsmENT. Not to me personally, no. 

[16.] Q. In that same press conference, Mr. President, Mr. Byrnes 
said that he had not seen or read the Italian armistice. Have you 
studied the Italian armistice.'* 

THE PRESIDENT. I have not. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, have you made a selection for the chairman- 
ship of the Federal Deposit Insurance } 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. 

Q. You are considering a Congressman on the Hill, are you? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not considering anybody at the present 
time. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, have you made a request of the Congress- 
man in charge of the full employment bill to speed action on it in the 
House? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I have. I am very anxious for that full employ- 
ment bill to be reported out and passed. I am for it with everything 
that I have. 

Q. Mr. President, do you expect to talk to the president of the United 
Rubber Workers Union this week ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I expect to talk to all the people who are on that— 
who have been invited to the Conference during the week. If he is 
on that list, he will be talked to. 

Q. Does that include John L. Lewis, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. When will you see him ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The program hasn’t been made up. I will see Him 
along with the other labor leaders. 

Q. Mr. President, did Congressman Manasco tell you this mo rning — 
as he did to us outside— that that bill would not be passed or reported 
out without very great amendments ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He Said there would be some difficulty about report- 
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ing the bill out. He didn’t say anything about great amendments, or 
anything else; but I told him I wanted the bill reported out, to give the 
House a chance to vote on it. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, coming back to John Snyder, has Mr. 
Snyder— if I may ask— expressed a desire to you to resign ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, he hasn’t. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s thirty-first at the White House at 4 p.m. on 
news conference was held in his office Thursday, October 25, 1945. 


176 Letters to the High Commissioner to the Philippines 
and to the Heads of Federal Agencies Recommending 
Measures for the Assistance of the Philippines. 

October 26, 1945 

[ Released October 26, 1945. Dated October 25, 1945 ] 

To the High Com missioner to the Philippines: 

My dear Mr. High Commissioner: 

In the provinces near Manila thousands of share croppers organized 
some years ago to demand a more equitable division of the product 
of their labor. For several years there was no effective solution of the 
problem. During the war the tenants organized a guerrilla army 
which reportedly did good work against the enemy. After the enemy 
was defeated in their localities, they did not disband and today they 
constitute a special problem which threatens the stability of govern- 
ment. On the other hand, their legitimate claim to fair treatment and 
the assistance they rendered in resistance to the enemy require that 
they be not dealt with in a ruthless manner. 

I therefore request you to order a prompt investigation of agrarian 
unrest in the Philippines with the cooperation of the Commonwealth 
Government, and to recommend the remedies or reforms which ought 
to be taken by the Commonwealth government and by the United 
States Government. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[The Honorable, The High Commissioner to the Philippines, Washington, D.C.] 
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To the Alien Property Custodian: 

My dear Mr. Markham: 

The United States Army has found and taken custody of considerable 
valuable property belonging to enemy nationals in the Philippines. 
Enemy property includes agricultural leaseholds held through “dum- 
mies”. It is desirable that all property in which the enemy has or had 
interest should pass under the civil control of the United States govern- 
ment which is responsible for its custody under the usually accepted 
terms of international law. 

I therefore direct that the Alien Property Custodian vest title in all 
enemy property in the Philippines and make lawful disposition of it. 
Should these operations extend beyond the date of independence, I shall 
endeavor to arrange by treaty, or otherwise, for the completion of the 
processes of vesting and liquidation. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable James E. Markham, Alien Property Custodian, Washington, D.C.] 

To the Attorney General: 

My dear Mr. Attorney General: 

While the mass of the Filipino people and many of their leaders re- 
mained staunchly loyal during invasion and rendered invaluable assist- 
ance to our arms, it is necessary to admit that many persons served 
under the puppet governments sponsored by the enemy. Some of 
these, especially those engaged in health and educational work, re- 
mained at their posts of duty with an evident intention to sustain the 
physical and cultural welfare of their people. Others of the clerical 
and custodial services continued in office in order to earn their accus- 
tomed livelihood and participated in no way in enemy policy. But, 
regretably, a number of persons prominent in the political life of the 
country assisted the enemy in the formulation and enforcement of his 
political policies and the spread of his propaganda. Others in the field 
of trade and finance seized upon the occasion to enrich themselves in 
property and money at the expense of their countrymen. 

Reports have appeared in the press which indicate that a n umb er of 
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persons who gave aid and comfort to the enemy are now holding im- 
portant offices in the Commonwealth government. Reports further 
indicate that the Commonwealth government is only beginning to 
investigate, charge, and try the offenders. It is essential that this task 
be completed before the holding of the next Commonwealth general 
election. 

Considering that disloyalty to the Commonwealth is equally dis- 
loyalty to the United States, I request that you send experienced per- 
sonnel to the Philippines to discover the status and to recommend such 
action as may be appropriately taken by the United States. Such 
recommendations should be made through the United States High 
Commissioner to the Philippine Islands. I am further requesting that 
the Secretaries of War and Navy direct the staffs of their intelligence 
sections to cooperate with you and make available to you all records 
and evidence bearing on this important problem. 

Representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation assigned to 
the Philippines should be directed to report through the United States 
High Commissioner in coimection with this and other operations in 
the Philippine Islands. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[The Honorable, The Attorney General, Washington, D.C.] 

T 0 Me Secretary of War: 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

As a result of prolonged enemy occupation of the Philippines the law 
enforcement agencies of the Commonwealth Government were seri- 
ously disorganized. Bearing in mind the fact that the War Depart- 
ment was responsible originally for the organization of the Philippine 
Constabulary, which had such an excellent record prior to the war, I 
believe that the War Department should assist in every possible way by 
the assignment of officers and men and the transfer of necessary equip- 
ment in reorganizing the Constabulary on a non-military basis. 

President Osmena has advised me that the War Department has 
already been of assistance in this task and that considerable progress 

423 


63931—61 30 



[176] Oct. 26 Public Papers of the Presidents 

has been made by the Commonwealth Government. Both he and I 
feel, however, that continued assistance imtQ the reorganization is com- 
pleted would be helpful. 

I ask that this continued assistance be extended to the Common- 
wealth Govermnent so that law and order may be fuUy restored in the 
shortest possible time, and that you submit a report to me as soon as a 
program has been formulated. 

Sincerely yours, 

EUrry S. Truman 

[Honorable Robert P. Patterson, Secretary of War] 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War: 

It is my xmderstanding that due to a shortage of legal currency in 
certain areas in the Philippine Islands early in the war and continually 
thereafter until the reoccupadon of the islands by our forces, a con- 
siderable quantity of emergency currency was issued, some by properly 
authorized officers of the United States Government and some by repre- 
sentatives of the Philippine government. It would appear that to the 
extent that this currency was used either directly or indirectly for the 
prosecution of the war, its redemption is a responsibility of the United 
States Government. 

I request that the War and Treasury Departments make a careful 
analysis of this situation and submit recommendations as to the neces- 
sary steps which should be taken to discharge the obligations that are 
properly responsibilities of the United States Government. Any ar- 
rangement proposed for the redemption of this currency should include 
provisions designed so far as possible to avoid any windfall to 
speculators. 

Harry S. Truman 


T 0 the Secretary of the Treasury: 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

During the period of their military invasion of the Philippine Is- 
lands, the Japanese issued an unbacked fiat peso and tried unsuccess- 
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fully to force its parity with the legitimate Philippine peso. The issue 
was so u nl i mi ted that it came to be worthless, and upon our landing 
in Leyte it was officially and quite properly declared not to be legal 
tender. However, during the invasion period it had a rapidly declin- 
ing value as a meditun for local trade, and numerous contracts which 
involved the enemy currency were settled or entered into. While it 
would be against the public interest to validate completely these con- 
tracts and settlements, a measure is needed to serve as a standard for 
judgments between debtors and creditors. 

Since you have representation in the Philippines through a mission 
of the Foreign Funds Division, I request that you cooperate with the 
High Commissioner and the Commonwealth Government in drawing 
up a schedule showing the relative trend of the purchasing power and 
exchange rates of the Japanese Philippine peso during the period of 
invasion. 

Sincerely yours, 

ELarry S. Truman 

[ The Honorable, The Secretary of the Treasury, W ashington, D.C. ] 

To the Surplus Property Administrator: 

My dear Mr. Administrator: 

Prolonged enemy occupation and active warfare in the Philippine 
Islands have left in their wake a tremendous problem of relief and 
rehabilitation. It seems apparent that there must be large supplies of 
surplus government property now available which could be used to 
great advantage in the Philippines in the program which must be 
undertaken there by the Philippine Government. Such items as con- 
struction eqmpment, medical supplies and hospital equipment are 
badly needed. 

Where such supplies can be used directly by the government of the 
Philippine Commonwealth, I believe this Government should make the 
supplies available without cost to the Commonwealth. It might per- 
haps be desirable to arrange the transfer on such terms as would pre- 
vent the property from being later offered for sale to the general public. 
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Since there is at present no legal authority to effect such transfers, I 
believe we should seek such authority. 

Sincerely, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Honorable W. Stuart Symington, Srirplus Property Administration, Washington, 
D.C.] 

To the Administrator of Veter and Affairs: 

My dear General Bradley: 

In connection with a general program of reestablishment of orderly 
government in the Philippine Islands and the discharge of just obliga- 
tions of the United States Government therein, I request that the Veter- 
ans’ Administration make a careful analysis of all phases of past and 
current benefits payable in the Philippine Islands to American and 
Filipino veterans, and submit to me at the earliest possible date a report 
which should be accompanied by recommendations for any new legis- 
lation which may be required. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Gen. Omar N. Bradley, Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs] 

T 0 the President of the Export-Import Ban\: 

My dear Mr. Taylor: 

In connection with the rehabilitation of the Philippine Islands and 
the restoration of the normal economic Ufe of the Islands, I believe that 
the Export-Import Bank should participate in this program. It should, 
it seems to me, be possible to work out a program to operate in the 
Islands on a purely business basis which would be of great assistance in 
restoring normal economic conditions. 

May I have your comment on this suggestion, and in the event that 
you feel that the bank is at present without legal authority to function 
in the Philippines, your suggestions as to steps that might be necessary 
to permit it to do so ? 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Wayne C. Taylor, President^ Export-Import Bank of Washington] 
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To the Administrator of the War Shipping Administration: 

My dear Admiral Land: 

In connection with the rehabilitation of the Philippines and the 
restoration of normal economic life of the Islands, I am very anxious 
that all possible steps, consistent with our obligations elsewhere, be 
taken to supply adequate shipping to the Philippine Islands. 

I would be glad to have a statement from you as to the plans of the 
War Shipping Administration and the amount of tonnage which is 
expected to be available for Philippine trade, particularly in the near 
futtire. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Vice Admiral Emory S. Land, Administrator, War Shipping Administration] 

To the Chairman of the 'Reconstruction Finance Corporation: 

My dear Mr. Chairman: 

The almost complete lack of consmners goods in the Philippines — 
goods ordinarily imported from the United States — ^has brought about 
serious price inflation and black markets which cause great distress 
among the people. An excellent start has been made by the Foreign 
Economic Administration in cooperation with the War Shipping Ad- 
ministration to eliminate inflation by facilitating normal import trade. 

You are, therefore, requested to direct the United States Commercial 
Company to use resources and personnel within its jurisdiction to con- 
tinue and to advance the Philippine program which it has undertaken, 
and, where necessary, to sell goods on credit terms not exceeding two 
years in duration. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Charles B. Henderson, Chairman, Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion, Washington, D.C.] 
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77 Address in New York City at the Commissioning of the 
U.S.S. Franklin D. Roosevelt. October 27, 1945 

Idmird Daubin, Captain Soucekj Mrs. Roosevelt, ladies and gentlemen: 

One of the pleasant duties in the exacting life of a President is to 
ward honors to our fighting men for courage and valor in war. In 
^le commissioning of this ship, the American people are honoring a 
talwart hero of this war who gave his life in the service of his country, 
iis name is engraved on this great carrier, as it is in the hearts of men 
nd women of good will the world over— Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

If anyone can be called the father of the new American Navy which 
s typified by this magnificent vessel, it is he. From his first day as 
^resident he started to build that Navy. 

Even as he started to build the Navy, he began to work for world 
icace. By his realistic good-neighbor policy, by reciprocal trade agree- 
aents, by constant appeal to international arbitration instead of force, 
le worked valiantly in the cause of peace. By his constant battle for 
he forgotten man he sought to remove the social and economic in- 
qualides which have so often been at the root of conflict at home and 
broad. And when he saw the clouds of aggression forming across the 
eas to the East and to the West, he issued warning after warning which, 
lad they been heeded in time, might have staved off this tragic 
onflict. 

But through it all, he never faltered in his work to build up the 
^erican Navy. For he understood, as few men did, the importance 
0 the survival of this country of the mission of its Navy — ^the control 
>f the sea. The Axis powers understood. That is why Germany 
ought to drive us from the sea by her submarines. That is why Japan 
tied to destroy our Navy. They knew that if they succeeded, they 
night conquer all the nations of the earth one by one, while the Allies 
vere helpless to reach each other across the oceans of the world. 

We won the Battle of the Oceans. By that victory the United Na- 
ions were knitted into a fighting whole, and the Axis powers were 
loomed to defeat everywhere. 

That victory we owe to the men and women in the shipyards of the 
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Nation who in the last five and one-half years built carriers like this 
one, and over a hundred thousand other ships. We owe it to the work- 
ers in our factories who built 85,000 naval planes such as those which 
will soon take their places on the flight deck of this ship. We owe that 
victory to the fighting men who took those ships across the seas, run- 
ning them right up to the home shores of the enemy; to the men who 
flew those planes against the enemy and dropped destruction on his fleet 
and aircraft and war industries. 

We owe it to that great leader whose name this mighty carrier bears, 
who understood the importance of overwhelming naval power, and 
who rolled up his sleeves and got it. 

Building this Navy was only a part of a still larger program of war 
production with which the workers and industries of this Nation 
amazed the whole world, friend and foe alike. It showed the abun- 
dant richness of our Nation in natural resources. But it also showed 
the skill and energy and power and devotion of our free American 
people. 

Having done all this for war, can we do any less for peace.? Cer- 
tainly we should not. The same riches, the same skill and energy of 
America must now be used so that all our people are better fed, better 
clothed, better housed; so that they can get work at good wages, ade- 
quate care for their health, decent homes for their families, security 
for their old age, and more of the good things of life. 

When we set these goals before ourselves we know that we arc 
carrying on the work and vision, and the aims of the man whose name 
is on this ship. And no man in our generation, or in any generation, 
has done more to enable this Nation to move forward toward those 
objectives. 

Commissioning this ship symbolizes another objective toward which 
Fr anklin D. Roosevelt started this Nation and the other nations of the 
world — ^the objective of world cooperation and peace. He who helped 
to formulate the Atlantic Charter, to organize the United Nations, he 
who pointed the way in cooperation among nations at Casablanca, 
Cairo, Quebec, Teheran, Dumbarton Oaks, and Yalta, and who 
planned the Conference at San Francisco— he knows as he looks down 
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upon us today that the power of America as expressed in this mighty 
mass of steel is a power dedicated to the cause of peace. 

For fourteen years, ever since Japan first invaded Manchuria, men 
and women have lived in a world ruled or threatened by force intended 
for aggression and conquest. Until El Alamein, Stalingrad, and Mid- 
way, the powers of evil were stronger than the powers of good — 
threatening to spread their rule across the world. We will not run 
that risk again. 

This ship is a symbol of our commitment to the United Nations 
Organization to reach out anywhere in the world and to help the 
peace-loving nations of the world stop any international gangster. A 
hundred hours after leaving New York this ship could be off the coast 
of Africa. In five days she could cross the western Pacific from Pearl 
Harbor to the Philippines. This vessel alone could put more than one 
hmdred fighting planes over a target. 

We all look forward to the day when law rather than force will 
be the arbiter of international relations. We shall strive to make that 
day come soon. Until it does come, let us make sure that no possible 
aggressor is going to be tempted by any weakness on the part of the 
United States. 

These, then, are the two huge tasks before us: realizing for our own 
people the full life which our resources make possible; and helping to 
achieve for people everywhere an era of peace. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
gave his life in search for the fulfillment of these tasks. And now, the 
American people are determined to carry on after him . 

He did not find either of these tasks easy. Neither shall we. But 
we approach them in the spirit of Franklin D. Roosevelt whose words 
are inscribed in bronze on this vessel: “We can, we will, we must!” 

note: The President spoke shortly Rear Adm. Freeland A. Daubin, com- 
after ii aan. at the New York Navy mandant of the New York Navy Yard, 
Yard from a platform erected on the Capt. Apollo Soucek, captain of the car- 
island of the U.S.S. Franklin D. Roose- rier, and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
velt. His opening words referred to 
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178 Address on Foreign Policy at the Navy Day Celebration 
in New York City. October 27, 1945 

Mayor La Guardia, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am grateful for the magnificent reception which you have given me 
today in this great city of New York. I know that it is given me only 
as the representative of the gallant men and women of our naval forces, 
and on their behalf, as well as my own, I thank you. 

New York joins the rest of the Nation in paying honor and tribute 
to the four million fighting Americans of the Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Coast Guard — and to the ships which carried them to victory. 

On opposite sides of the world, across two oceans, our Navy opened 
a highway for the armies and air forces of the United States. They 
landed our gallant men, millions of them, on the beachheads of final 
triumph. Fighting from Murmansk, the English Channel and the 
Tyrrhenian Sea, to Midway, Guadalcanal, Leyte Gulf and Okinawa — 
they won the greatest naval victories in history. Together with their 
brothers in arms in the Army and Air Force, and with the men of the 
Merchant Marine, they have helped to win for mankind all over the 
world a new opportunity to live in peace and dignity— and we hope, 
in security. 

In the harbor and rivers of New York City and in other ports along 
the coasts and rivers of the country, ships of that mighty United States 
Navy are at anchor. I hope that you and the people everywhere will 
visit them and their crews, seeing for yourselves what your sons and 
daughters, your labor and your money, have fashioned into an in- 
vincible weapon of liberty. 

The fleet, on V-J Day, consisted of 1200 warships, more than 50,000 
supporting and landing craft, and over 40,000 navy planes. By that day, 
ours was a seapower never before equalled in the history of the world. 
There were great carrier task forces capable of tracking down and 
sinking the enemy’s fleets, beating down his airpower, and pouring 
destruction on his war-making industries. There were submarines 
which roamed the seas, invading the enemy’s own ports, and destroying 
his shipping in all the oceans. There were amphibious forces capable 
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of landing soldiers on beaches from Normandy to the Philippines. 
There were great battleships and cruisers which swept the enemy ships 
from the seas and bombarded his shore defense almost at will. 

And history will never forget that great leader who, from his first 
day in oflSce, fought to reestablish a strong American Navy— who 
watched that Navy and all the other might of this Nation grow into 
an invincible force for victory— who sought to make that force an 
instrument for a just and lasting peace — ^and who gave his life in the 
effort— Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The roll call of the battles of this fleet reads like a sign post around 
the globe— on the road to final victory: North Africa, Sicily, Italy, 
Normandy, and Southern France; the Coral Sea, Midway, Guadalcanal, 
and the Solomons; Tarawa, Saipan, Guam, the Philippine Sea, Leyte 
Gulf; Iwo Jima and Okinawa. Nothing which the enemy held on any 
coast was safe from its attack. 

Now we are in the process of demobilizing our naval force. We are 
laying up ships. We are breaking up aircraft squadrons. We are 
rolling up bases, and releasing ofl&cers and men. But when our demo- 
bilization is all finished as planned, the United States will still be the 
greatest naval power on earth. 

In addition to that naval power, we shall still have one of the most 
powerful air forces in the world. And just the other day, so that on 
short notice we could mobilize a powerful and well-equipped land, 
sea, and air force, I asked the Congress to adopt imiversal training. 

Why do we seek to preserve this powerful Naval and Air Force, and 
establish this strong Army reserve? Why do we need to do that? 

We have assured the world time and again — ^and I repeat it now — 
that we do not seek for ourselves one inch of territory in any place 
in the world. Outside of the right to establish necessary bases for our 
own protection, we look for nothing which belongs to any other power. 

We do need this kind of armed might, however, for four principal 
tasks: 

First, our Army, Navy, and Air Force, in collaboration with our 
allies, must enforce the terms of peace imposed upon our defeated 
enemies. 
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Second, we must fulfill the military obligations which we are under- 
taking as a member of the United Nations Organization — ^to support a 
lasting peace, by force if necessary. 

Third, we must cooperate with other American nations to preserve 
the territorial integrity and the political independence of the nations 
of the Western Hemisphere. 

Fourth, hx this troubled and uncertain world, our military forces 
must be adequate to discharge the fundamental mission laid upon them 
by the Constitution of the United States— to “provide for the common 
defense” of the United States. 

These four military tasks are directed not toward war— not toward 
conquest— but toward peace. 

We seek to use our military strength solely to preserve the peace 
of the world. For we now know that this is the only sure way to make 
our own freedom secure. 

That is the basis of the foreign policy of the people of the United 
States. 

The foreign policy of the United States is based firmly on funda- 
mental principles of righteousness and justice. In carrying out those 
principles we shall firmly adhere to what we believe to be right; and 
we shall not give our approval to any compromise with evil. 

But we know that we cannot attain perfection in this world over- 
night. We shall not let our search for perfection obstruct our steady 
progress toward international cooperation. We must be prepared to 
fulfill our responsibilities as best we can, within the framework of our 
fundamental principles, even though we recognize that we have to 
operate in an imperfect world. 

Let me restate the fundamentals of that foreign policy of the United 
States: 

1. We seek no territorial expansion or selfish advantage. We have 
no plans for aggression against any other state, large or small. We 
have no objective which need clash with the peaceful aims of any other 
nation. 

2. We believe in the eventual return of sovereign rights and self- 
government to all peoples who have been deprived of them by force. 
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3. We shall approve no territorial changes in any friendly part of the 
world unless they accord with the freely expressed wishes of the people 
concerned. 

4. We believe that all peoples who are prepared for self-government 
should be permitted to choose their own form of government by their 
own freely expressed choice, without interference from any foreign 
source. That is true in Europe, in Asia, in Africa, as well as in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

5. By the combined and cooperative action of our war allies, we shall 
help the defeated enemy states establish peaceful democratic govern- 
ments of their own free choice. And we shall try to attain a world 
in which Nazism, Fascism, and military aggression cannot exist. 

6. We shall refuse to recognize any government imposed upon any 
nation by the force of any foreign power. In some cases it may be 
impossible to prevent forceful imposidon of such a government. But 
the United States will not recognize any such government. 

7. We believe that all nations should have the freedom of the seas 
and equal rights to the navigation of boundary rivers and waterways 
and of rivers and waterways which pass through more than one country. 

8. We believe that all states which are accepted in the society of 
nations should have access on equal terms to the trade and the raw 
materials of the world. 

9. We believe that the sovereign states of the Western Hemisphere, 
without interference from outside the Western Hemisphere, must work 
together as good neighbors in the solution of their common problems. 

10. We believe that full economic collaboration between all nations, 
great and small, is essential to the improvement of living conditions all 
over the world, and to the establishment of freedom from fear and 
freedom from want. 

11. We shall continue to strive to promote freedom of expression and 
freedom of religion throughout the peace-loving areas of the world. 

12. We are convinced that the preservation of peace between nations 
requires a United Nations Organization composed of all the peace- 
loving nations of the world who are willing jointly to use force if 
necessary to insure peace. 
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Now, that is the foreign policy which guides the United States. That 
is the foreign policy with which it confidently faces the future. 

It may not be put into effect tomorrow or the next day. But none- 
theless, it is our policy; and we shall seek to achieve it. It may take a 
long time, but it is worth waiting for, and it is worth striving to 
attain. 

The Ten Commandments themselves have not yet been universally 
achieved over these thousands of years. Yet we struggle constantly to 
achieve them, and in many ways we come closer to them each year. 
Though we may meet setbacks from time to time, we shall not relent 
in our efforts to bring the Golden Rule into the international affairs of 
the world. 

We are now passing through a difiScult phase of international rela- 
tions. Unfortunately it has always been true after past wars, that the 
unity among allies, forged by their common peril, has tended to wear 
out as the danger passed. 

The world cannot afford any letdown in the united determination 
of the allies in this war to accomplish a lasting peace. The world can- 
not afford to let the cooperative spirit of the alhes in this war disinte- 
grate. The world simply cannot allow this to happen. The people m 
the United States, in Russia, and Britain, in France and China, in col- 
laboration with all the other peace-loving people, must take the course 
of current history into their own hands and mold it in a new direo- 
tion— the direction of continued cooperation. It was a common danger 
which united us before victory. Let it be a common hope which con- 
tinues to draw us together in the years to come. 

The atomic bombs which fell on Hiroshima and Nagasaki must be 
made a signal, not for the old process of falling apart but for a new 
era — an era of ever-closer unity and ever-closer friendship among peace- 
ful nations. 

Building a peace requires as much moral stamina as waging a war. 
Perhaps it requires even more, because it is so laborious and pains- 
taking and undramatic. It requires undying patience and continuous 
application. But it can give us, iE we stay with it, the greatest reward 
that there is in the whole field of human effort. 
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Differences of the kind that exist today among nations that fought 
together so long and so valiantly for victory are not hopeless or irrecon- 
cilable. There are no conflicts of interest among the victorious powers 
so deeply rooted that they cannot be resolved. But their solution will 
require a combination of forbearance and firmness. It will require a 
steadfast adherence to the high principles which we have enunciated. 
It will also require a willingness to find a common ground as to the 
methods of applying those principles. 

Our American policy is a policy of friendly parmership with all 
peaceful nations, and of full support for the United Nations Organiza- 
tion. It is a policy that has the strong backing of the American people. 
It is a policy around which we can rally without fear or misgiving. 

The more widely and clearly that policy is understood abroad, the 
better and surer will be the peace. For our own part we must seek to 
understand the special problems of other nations. We must seek to 
understand their own legitimate urge toward security as they see it. 

The immediate, the greatest threat to us is the threat of disillusion- 
ment, the danger of insidious skepticism — ^a loss of faith in the effec- 
tiveness of international cooperation. Such a loss of faith would be 
dangerous at any time. In an atomic age it would be nothing short of 
disastrous. 

There has been talk about the atomic bomb scrapping all navies, 
armies, and air forces. For the present, I think that such talk is 100 
percent wrong. Today, control of the seas rests in the fleets of the 
United States and her allies. There is no substitute for them. We 
have learned the bitter lesson that the weakness of this great Republic 
invites men of ill-will to shake the very foundations of civilization all 
over the world. And we had two concrete lessons in that. 

What the distant future of the atomic research will bring to the 
fleet which we honor today, no one can foretell. But the fundamental 
mission of the Navy has not changed. Control of our sea approaches 
and of the skies above them is still the key to our freedom and to our 
ability to help enforce the peace of the world. No enemy will ever 
strike us directly except across the sea. We c ann ot reach out to help 
stop and defeat an aggressor without crossing the sea. Therefore, the 
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Navy, armed with whatever weapons science brings forth, is still dedi- 
cated to its historic task: control of the ocean approaches to our country 
and of the skies above them. 

The atomic bomb does not alter the basic foreign policy of the 
United States. It makes the development and appHcation of our policy 
more urgent than we could have dreamed 6 months ago. It means 
that we must be prepared to approach international problems with 
greater speed, with greater determination, with greater ingenuity, in 
order to meet a situation for which there is no precedent. 

We must find the answer to the problems created by the release of 
atomic energy — ^we must find the answers to the many other problems 
of peace — ^in partnership with all the peoples of the United Nations. 
For their stake in world peace is as great as our own. 

As I said in my message to the Congress, discussion of the atomic 
bomb with Great Britain and Canada and later with other nations 
cannot wait upon the formal organization of the United Nations. 
These discussions, lookmg toward a free exchange of fundamental 
scientific information, will be begun in the near future. But I em- 
phasize again, as I have before, that these discussions will not be con- 
cerned with the processes of manufacturing the atomic bomb or any 
other instruments of war. 

In our possession of this weapon, as in our possession of other new 
weapons, there is no threat to any nation. The world, which has seen 
the United States in two great recent wars, knows that full well. The 
possession in our hands of this new power of destruction we regard as 
a sacred trust. Because of our love of peace, the thoughtful people of 
the world know that that trust will not be violated, that it will be 
faithfully executed. 

Indeed, the highest hope of the American people is that world co- 
operation for peace will soon reach such a state of perfection that atomic 
methods of destruction can be definitely and effectively outlawed 
forever. 

We have sought, and we will continue to seek, the attainment of that 
objective. We shall pursue that course with all the wisdom, patience. 
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and determination that the God of Peace can bestow upon a people 
who are trying to follow in His path. 

note: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. to Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia. The 
from a stand at the south end of the address was carried over all radio net- 
Shecp Meadow in Central Park, New works. 

York City. His opening words referred 


179 Letter to Dr. Lyman J. Briggs on His Retirement as 
Director of the National Bureau of Standards. 

October 29, 1945 

Dear Dr. Briggs: 

Your retirement as the Director of the National Bureau of Standards 
will deprive the nation of the services of an eminent scientist and 
government administrator. You have well merited the wide recog- 
nition which has come to you by virtue of your personal achievements 
in the field of scientific research and by your competent direction of 
the Bureau’s diversified operations. 

I should like to take this occasion to comment on your long and 
unique record of public service. In World War I, military and naval 
developments which you sponsored and actively developed were a 
potent factor in our victory. In the decades of peace thereafter, you 
guided the Bureau’s activities into fruitful channels and added to your 
own accomplishments, particularly in the then tmdeveloped field of 
aerodynamics. As World War II approached. President Roosevelt ex- 
pressed his confidence in your capabilities by designating you as Chair- 
man of the First Committee on the Investigation of Atomic Energy. 
The findings and recommendations of that Com m ittee were an im- 
portant factor in the decision to initiate the vast national effort for 
developing atomic weapons, and the subsequent discoveries of the 
National Bureau of Standards contributed greatly to the success of that 
efiort. 

Your record has been one of ever-increasing achievement, and you 
represent an outstanding example of the integrity and competence of 
government-sponsored science and research. I hope that you will fully 
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enjoy your well-earned retirement, but that your rich fund of knowl- 
edge and experience will remain available for the guidance and counsel 
of those who continue the work of expanding the boundaries of scien- 
tific knowledge. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Dr. Lyman J. Briggs, Director, National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C.] 


180 Radio Address to the American People on Wages and 
Prices in the Reconversion Period. October 30, 1945 

[ Broadcast from the White House at 10 p.m. ] 

Fellow citizens: 

On August 18, 1945, four days after the surrender of Japan, I issued 
Executive Order 9599 which laid down the guiding policies of your 
Government during the transition from war to peace. 

Briefly stated these policies are; 

First, to assist in the maximum production of civilian goods. 

Second, as rapidly as possible to remove Government controls and 
restore collective bargaining and free markets. 

Third, to avoid both inflation and deflation. 

Those are still our policies. 

One of the major factors determining whether or not we shall suc- 
ceed in carrying out those policies is the question of wages and prices. 
If wages go down substantially, we face deflation. If prices go up sub- 
stantially, we face inflation. We must be on our guard, and steer clear 
of both these dangers to our security. 

What happens to wages is important to all of us — even to those of 
us who do not work for wages. 

It is important to business, for example, not only because wages 
represent an essential item in the cost of producing goods, but because 
people cannot buy the products of industry unless they earn enough 
wages generally. 

What happens to wages is also important to the farmer. The in- 
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come lie earns depends a great deal on the wages and purchasing 
power of the workers in our factories and shops and stores. They are 
the customers of the farmer and cannot buy farm products unless they 
earn enough wages. 

The fact is that all of us are deeply concerned with wages, because 
all of us are concerned with the well-being of all parts of our economic 
system. 

That is a simple truth. But like all simple truths, it is too often 
forgotten. Management sometimes forgets that business cannot 
prosper without customers who make good wages and have money 
in their pockets; labor sometimes forgets that workers cannot find em- 
ployment and that wages cannot rise unless business prospers and 
makes profits. 

Like most of you, I have been disturbed by the labor difi&culties of 
recent weeks. These diflScultics stand in the way of reconversion; 
they postpone the day when our veterans and displaced war workers 
can get back iato good peacetime jobs. We need more of the good 
sense, the reasonableness, the consideration for the position of the other 
fellow, the teamwork which we had during the war. 

It has been my experience in public life that there are few problems 
which cannot be worked out, if we make a real effort to understand 
the other fellow’s point of view, and if we try to find a solution on the 
basis of give-and-take, of fairness to both sides. 

I want to discuss the wage problem in just that spirit, and I hope 
that all of us in the United States can start thinking about it that way. 

Let me begin by putting labor’s position before you. I do not think 
aU of us understand how hard a blow our industrial workers have 
suffered in the shift from war production to peace production. 

You do know that sudden total victory caused millions of war work- 
ers to be laid o£E with very short notice or none at all. While we hope 
to overcome that condition before too many months have passed, 
unemployment is hardly a suitable reward for the contribution which 
veterans and war workers have made to victory. 

Several months ago, I urged the Congress to amend the unemploy- 
ment compensation law so as to help workers through the difficult 
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months of unemployment until reconversion could be effected. The 
Congress has not yet passed that legislation. 

The responsibility for that is solely up to Congress — ^and specifically 
I mean the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives. I hope that this Committee will fulfill its obligation to the peo- 
ple of the Nation, and will give the Members of the House an early 
chance to vote on this important legislation. We must all recognize 
that legislation which will help sustam the purchasing power of labor 
until reconversion is completed, benefits not labor alone but all of us — 
business, agriculture, white-collar workers, and every member of our 
economic society. 

I am sure that the workers of the Nation, those who depend upon 
manual labor for a livelihood, also feel a deep concern about full 
employment legislation which is now pending in the Congress. It is 
essential that the Congress speedily adopt some effective legislation 
which embodies the principles underlying full employment. 

The American people are entitled to know now that this Govern- 
ment stands for prosperity and jobs — ^not depression and relief. Pas- 
sage of a full employment bill will give the American people this 
assurance. 

The responsibility for the damaging delay in enacting this legisla- 
tion is definitely at the door of the Committee on Expenditures in the 
Executive Departments of the House of Representatives. 

I am also sure that the workers of the Nation feel the same way 
about what is now happening to the United States Employment Service 
in the Senate and in the House. During the next year, millions of 
workers will have to look to efficient and centralized employment 
offices to find jobs for them anywhere in the country. The United 
States Employment Service has done so much during the war, and can 
do so much during the months ahead if it can continue to operate 
as a nationwide and unified organization, that I hope the Congress, 
for the time being, will keep this great public service under Federal 
management. 

But quite as important as these problems of unemployment is the 
fact that the end of the war has meant a deep cut in the pay envelopes 
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of many millions of workers. I wonder tow many of you know that 
many war workers have already had to take, or will soon have to take, 
a cut in their wartime pay by one quarter or more. Think of what 
such a decrease in your own income would mean to you and to your 
families. 

How does it happen that pay envelopes are being cut so deeply? 
There are three reasons. 

First, there is the present decrease in the number of hours of employ- 
ment. During the past few years of war, millions of workers were 
asked to put in abnormally long hours of work. Now that the need 
is past, the forty-hour week is being restored. 

The changeover from a forty-eight to a forty-hour week means a de- 
crease in take-home pay, the amount in the pay envelope. That de- 
crease is much more than just the loss of eight hours pay. Workers 
have been receiving time and a half for overtime — ^for all the hours they 
worked over forty. That overtime pay is now gone in the change to 
a forty-hour week. The result has been a decrease of almost one quar- 
ter in the workers’ weekly pay. 

Second, weekly pay is being cut because many jobs are being reclassi- 
fied to lower paying grades. The individual worker will feel these 
particularly when he changes from one job to another, starting at the 
bottom of the grade. 

Third, the pay envelopes of workers will be thinner because mil- 
lions of workers who were employed in the highly paid war industries 
will now have to find jobs in lower-wage, peacetime employment. 

These three factors added together mean a drastic cut in the take- 
home pay of millions of workers. If nothing is done to help the work- 
ers in this situation, millions of families will have to tighten their belts — 
and by several notches. 

It has been estimated that, unless checked, the annual wage and 
salary bill in private industry will shrink by over twenty billions of 
dollars. That is not going to do anybody any good — ^labor, business, 
agriculture, or the general public. 

The corner grocer is going to feel it, just as well as the department 
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store, the raikoads, the theaters, and the gas stations — ^and aU the farm- 
ers of the Nation. 

It is a sure road to wide unemployment. 

This is what is known as deflation, and it is just as dangerous as 
inflation. 

However, we must understand that we cannot hope, with a reduced 
work week, to maintain now the same take-home pay for labor gener- 
ally that it has had during the war. There will have to be a drop. But 
the Nation cannot afford to have that drop too drastic. 

Wage increases are therefore imperative— to cushion the shock to 
our workers, to sustain adequate purchasing power and to raise the 
national income. 

There are many people who have said to me that industry cannot 
afford to grant any wage increases, however, without obtaining a cor- 
responding increase in the price of its products. And they have urged 
me to use the machinery of Government to raise botL 

This proposal cannot be accepted under any circumstances. To ac- 
cept it would mean but one thing— inflation. And that invites disaster. 
An increase in wages if it were accompanied by an increase in the cost 
of living would not help even the workers themselves. Every dollar 
that we put in their pay envelopes under those circumstances would be 
needed to meet the higher living expenses resulting from increased 
prices. 

Obviously, such a juggling of wages and prices would not settle any- 
thing or satisfy anyone. A runaway inflation would be upon us. 

When inflation comes and the cost of living begins to spiral, nearly 
everybody suffers. Wage increases, under those conditions, would 
defeat their own purpose and mean nothing to labor. White-collar 
workers would find that their fixed salaries buy less food and clothing 
t han before. Farmers’ incomes would shrink because they would have 
to pay so much more for what they buy. Increased earnings would 
mean nothing to business itself. War bonds, insurance policies, pen- 
sions, annuities, bonds of all kinds would shrink in value, and their 
incomes would dwindle in buying power. 
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Therefore, wherever price increases would have inJflationary tenden- 
cies, we must above all else hold the line on prices. Let us hold vigor- 
ously to our defense against inflation. Let us continue to hold the price 
line as we have held it since the spring of 1943. If we depart from this 
program of vigorous and successful price control, if we now begin to 
let down the bars, there will be no stopping place. 

After the last war this Nation was confronted by much the same 
problem. At that time we simply pulled off the few controls that had 
been established, and let namre take its course. The result should stand 
as a lesson to all of us. A dizzy upward spiral of wages and the cost of 
living ended in the crash of 1920 — ^a crash that spread bankruptcy and 
foreclosme and imemployment throughout the Nation. 

If these twin objectives of ours — stability of prices and higher wage 
rates — ^were irreconcilable, if one could not be achieved without sacri- 
ficing the other, the outlook for all of us — ^labor, management, the 
farmer, and the consumer— would be very black indeed. 

Fortunately, this is not so. While the positions of different industries 
vary greatly, there is room in the existing price structure for business as 
a whole to grant increases in wage rates. 

And if all of us would approach the problem in a spirit of reasonable- 
ness and give-and-take— if we would sit down together and try to deter- 
mine how much increase particular companies or industries could 
allow at a particular time — ^I think most businessmen would agree 
that wage increases are possible. Many of them, in fact, have already 
negotiated substantial wage increases without asking for any increase 
of prices. 

There are several reasons why I believe that industry as a whole can 
afiord substantial wage increases without raising prices. 

First, the elimination of the time and a half for overtime has reduced 
labor costs per hour. 

Second, the increase in the number of people needing jobs is resulting 
in a downward reclassification of jobs in many industries and in many 
sections of the country. 

There is a third reason for believing that business can afford to pay 
wage increases— namely, increased output per hour of work or what is 
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generally called increased productivity. While increased producdon 
rests ultimately with labor, the time will soon come when improve- 
ments in machinery and manufacturing know-how developed in the 
war can certainly result in more goods per hour and additional room 
for wage increases. 

As a fourth reason, business is in a very favorable profit position to- 
day, with excellent prospects for the period that lies ahead. Again, that 
is not true of all companies. Nevertheless, throughout industry and in 
every branch of industry, profits have been and still are very good 
indeed. 

Finally, the Congress at my suggestion is now considering the elim- 
ination of the excess profits tax. Provision has already been made in 
our tax laws to enable corporations whose earnings dropped below 
their normal peacetime level to recapture a high proportion of the ex- 
cess profits taxes which they have paid during the preceding two years. 
These and other provisions of the tax laws were designed to reduce to a 
minimum the risks entailed in reconversion— and that is precisely what 
they accomplish. They also add to the ability of industry to increase 
wages. 

There are, however, important limits upon the capacity of industry 
to raise wages without raising prices. Let me put industry’s position 
before you. 

Industry has many risks and problems ahead that labor must recog- 
nize. For many companies, wartime products which were very profit- 
able will have to be replaced by civilian products which will not be so 
profitable. 

There are also problems of reconverting plants, of developing new 
sources of supply, new products, and new markets, of training inexperi- 
enced workers, of meeting increased costs of raw materials and supplies. 
All these will mean, at the beginning, lower volume and higher unit 
costs. 

These problems and diflSculties are particularly true in the case of 
small business— which is the backbone of the American competitive 
system. 

I have said that not all companies can afford these wage increases. I 
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want to make clear, further, that there are companies where wages and 
even overtime pay continue high, and where no suffering will be caused 
to the workers during reconversion. 

Labor must recognize these differences and not demand more than 
an industry or a company can pay under existing prices and conditions. 
It has a stern responsibility to see that demands for wage increases are 
reasonable. Excessive demands would deny to industry reasonable 
profits to which it is entitled, and which are necessary to stimulate an 
expansion of production. We must not kill the goose which lays the 
golden egg. 

Labor itself has a responsibility to aid industry in reaching this goal 
of higher production and more jobs. It must strive constantly for 
greater efficiency and greater productivity — ^good work done, for good 
wages earned. Only in that way can we reach the mass production 
that has brought this country to the front of the industrial countries of 
the world. 

Labor must constantly find ways within its own ranks of cutting 
down on absenteeism, reducing turn-over, avoiding jurisdictional dis- 
putes and “wild-cat” strikes. Labor and management must adopt 
collective bargaining as the effective and mature way of doing business. 

The extent to which industry can grant wage increases without price 
increases will vary from company to company and from industry to 
industry. What can be paid today when we are on the threshold of 
our postwar production will be different from what can be paid next 
year and the year after, when markets have been established and earn- 
mgs have become apparent. Both management and labor must keep 
on exploring these developments and determine from time to time to 
what extent costs have been reduced and profits have been increased, 
and how far these can properly be passed on in the form of increased 
wages. 

Let me now turn to the question of just how wages are to be in- 
creased. Many people have asked the Government to step in and 
decide who is to increase wages and by exactly how much. I have, 
indeed, been criticised because I have not stepped in to lay down the 
law to business and labor. My refusal to do so has been deliberate. 
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Curiously enough, the same people who urge me to use Government 
wartime machinery of control to determine wage adjustments have on 
other occasions been the first to point out that the continued interven- 
tion of Government must spell the end of our system of free enterprise. 

I am convinced that we must get away as quickly as possible from 
Government controls, and that we must get back to the free operation 
of our competitive system. Where wages are concerned, this means 
that we must get back to free and fair collective bargaining. 

As a free people, we must have the good sense to bargain peaceably 
and sincerely. We must be determined to reach decisions based upon 
our long-range interest. 

Let me emphasize however, that the decisions that are reached in 
collective bargaining must be kept within the limits laid dovra by the 
wage-price policy of the Government. 

This policy was described in the order of last August which I have 
already mentioned. 

Briefly, it allows management to make wage increases vrithout Gov- 
ernment approval, but requires Government approval before the wage 
increase can be reflected in higher price ceilings. That is still the poHcy 
of the United States. 

To guide labor and management in their interpretation of this Execu- 
tive order, I have today issued an amendment— which I hope every one 
of you will read carefully in your newspapers tomorrow— amplifying 
the order and setting forth three classes of cases in which wage increases 
may be granted even though price ceiling increases may result. 

They are all situations where wage increases are necessary, irrespective 
of price consequences. They will not cause many price increases. 

In addition, the amendment makes two points of importance which 
I wish to emphasize here. 

The first point has been true all along, but it has not been generally 
understood. If management does grant a wage increase^ it is not pre- 
vented from coming in thereafter and requesting Government approval 
to have the wage increase considered for purposes of increasing prices. 
Whether such approval is sought before or after the wage increase is 
given, it receives the same consideration. 
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The second point is new and is very important. It is something which 
I am sure will help industry get over this very diflEcult period of read- 
justment. In cases where no approval of the wage increase has been 
requested by management^ or even where a request has been made and 
denied by the Government, industry will not be asked by the Govern- 
ment to take an unreasonable chance in absorbing such wage increases. 
After a reasonable test period which, save in exceptional cases, will be 
six months, if the industry has been unable to produce at a fair profit, 
the entire wage increase will be taken into account in passing upon 
applications for price ceiling increases. 

The Office of Price Administration will have to give its prompt con- 
sideration to aU applications for price increases. 

This is your Government’s wage-price policy. For the time being, 
the machinery that administers it vrill remain the same as during the 
war. 

But, as you know, I have called a conference here in Washington 
of the representatives of management and labor. It will start next week. 
One of their jobs is to recommend machinery for mediating or arbi- 
trating differences whereva: collective bargaining fails to work. 

I hope the American people recognize how vital this conference 
actually is. Out of it can come the means of achieving industrial har- 
mony and a new approach to human relationships in industry. 

Until that machinery can be worked out, I urge upon labor and upon 
management the necessity of getting together on their problems. Pub- 
lic opinion will not countenance a refusal on the part of either manage- 
ment or labor to proceed in a peaceful, free, and democratic manner 
to arrive at just conclusions. 

This is a rime for proving the lessons we have learned during the 
war, the lessons of fair play, of give-and-take on a democratic basis, of 
working together in unity for the future. We all have a common aim, 
which is prosperity and security, and a just share of the good things of 
life. We can help attain this aim if we sit down at the conference table 
and iron out our troubles together. There is no room in our economy 
for unfair deaUng or for greedy individuals or groups on either side 
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who want their own way regardless of the cost to others. The people 
will not stand for it. Their Government will not stand for it. 

The country is entided to expect that industry and labor will bargain 
in good faith, with labor recognizing the right of industry to a fair 
profit, and industry recognizing labor’s need to a decent and sustained 
standard of living— and vrith both of them realizing that we cannot 
have either deflation or inflation in our economy. 

The cotmtry, on the other hand, should be patient and realize that 
many of the parties are out of practice in collective bargaining. The 
point at which the people of the country are entitled to become im- 
patient, and to consider the need of Government action, is when one 
of the parties fails to bargain in good faith or refuses a reasonable offer 
of concihation or arbitration. 

I know that this is not an easy way to solve the wage problem, but 
it is the soimd way. It is the American way. I am convinced that if 
labor and management will approach each other, with the realization 
that they have a common goal, and with the determination to compose 
their differences in their own long-range interest, it will not be long 
before we have put industrial strife behind us. Labor is the best cus- 
tomer management has; and management is the source of labor’s UveU- 
hood. Both are wholly dependent on each other; and the country in 
turn is dependent upon both of them. 

Americans have always responded well in times of national need. 
There are no easy answers, there is no simple formula, for solving oxur 
difficult problems. 

I have boundless faith in the commonsense and ultimate fairness of 
the American people. Given unity of purpose and a determination to 
meet the challenge of the times, there is nothing too difficult for them 
to accomplish. They have performed miracles during the war. They 
can, they will, surmount the difficulties which face them now on their 
road to continued peace and well-being. 
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18 1 The President’s News Conference of 
October 31, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I thought maybe — didn’t have much to tell you 
this morning, I said it all last night— but I thought maybe you might be 
interested in the Hooper rating of the radio situation last night. It was 
43.8 percent— 32 milli on listeners. And 984 percent of all the radios 
that were in use were listening to the conversation. I will give you a 
copy of this, here. 

[2.] I have a letter here from General Eisenhower, which is a most 
interesting document; and I haven’t had a chance to have it mimeo- 
graphed, but will have it mimeographed for you immediately after the 
conference so you can all have copies. It is dated October 26, and is 
from the headquarters of the United States Forces in the European 
theater, and it is addressed to me through the Chief of Staff. I am going 
to read it to you because it is a very, very interesting document. 

Q. Slowly, will you, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will read it slowly, but I will have it mimeographed 
so you can all have copies, if you don’t get the gist of it, but I thiok you 
will. 

\Readin^ “You will recall that when you were in Frankfurt, you 
and I agreed upon the desirability of so organizing the Army’s current 
functions in Europe as to facilitate turning U.S. participation in the 
government of Germany over to civil authority at the earliest possible 
moment. It is my understanding that the War Department completely 
supports this view. Every organizational step we have taken has been 
accomplished in such a way as to facilitate eventual transfer. Neverthe- 
less, I am quite sure that there is a very widespread lack of realization 
as to the governing intent along this line, basing this statement upon 
the frequency with which visitors express astonishment that this pur- 
pose exists as a guiding policy. 

“Naturally, I am not in position to recommend an exact date on 
which such transfer should take place, since I have assumed that the 
four interested governments would first have to agree in principle, and 
thereafter to make arrangements for simultaneous change from mili tary 
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to civil representatives. Moreover, there may be considerations, impor- 
tant to our government, of which I am unaware. However, from our 
local viewpoint, other governments could well be asked to agree to the 
proposal at the earliest date that can be mutually agreed upon, in no 
event later than June i, 1946. As quickly as the matter could be agreed 
in principle, but not before, then actual completion of the American 
civil organization should be undertaken by whatever civilian you mighty 
at that time, designate as its eventual head. Such things as these re- 
quire time, but I am confident that we should not allow this detail to 
obscure, in the mind of any interested person, the clarity of the objec- 
tive toward which we are striving. 

“The matter of civil government of Germany is entirely separate 
from the occupational duty of the Army, which responsibility will 
persist as long as our own Government deems necessary. The true 
function of the Army in this region is to provide for the United States 
that reserve of force and power that can insure within our zone the 
prompt enforcement of all laws and regulations prescribed by the 
Group Council, or in the absence of such law and regulation, the poli- 
cies laid down by our own Government for the United States zone. 

“As you pointed out when here, separation of occupational and 
governmental responsibility is sound just as soon as there is no longer 
any mili tary or security reason for holding them together, if for no 
other reason than because of its conformity to the American principle 
of keeping the Army as such out of the civil government field. Re- 
spectfully, Dvidght D. Eisenhower.” 

I am in agreement with what the General has said. We discussed it 
while he was in Frankfurt, and eventually it will be carried out. 

Q. Mr. President, may I ask you, was that June ist or June 30th — 
that date.? 

THE PRESIDENT. June ist, 1946. 

Q. Mr. President, in other words, he wants to turn over by June ist, 
1946, the 

THE PRESIDENT. The dvil government, which in no way affects the 
occupational forces as occupational forces; but the civil government 
would be imder a civilian. 
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Q. The American civilian has to be appointed ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. Mr. President, have we had any expressions from the other gov- 
ernments on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. This is since I had the conversation at Frankfurt. 
This is the first discussion that I have had on it. And the State Depart- 
ment and the War Department and the President are in agreement on 
this policy. 

Q. Will the next step be to see if that can be worked out with the 
other governments? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will. 

Q. Mr. President, will the principle eventually be followed as well in 
Japan? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

Q. Mr. President^ would that entail the establishment of a German 
police force under American command to handle the direct policing 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that is already in effect. 

Q. That would be the general principle of the 

THE PRESIDENT. That is already in effect, and the mili tary forces 
would be kept there merely as occupational forces to enforce the law, 
in case the local police could not do it 

Q. Would that government be under the State Department, or would 
it be a separate organization ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would be a direct organization under the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Q. Mr. President, is it in connection with that letter from General 
Eisenhower that General Clay has now returned to the United States — 
or is now returning ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. It has no connection. General Clay— as I 
know— is not returning only maybe on leave, or on some business of 
his own, because General Clay is one of our ablest generals, and we 
are trying to keep him over there. 

Q. He is the military government man, more or less, and I thought 
he might be working out 
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THE PRESIDENT. No. He is Still Working on the details of the govern- 
ment that is now in force over there. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President^ it was said in the House of Commons yester- 
day that President Roosevelt and former Prime Minister Churchill 
reached a secret agreement at Quebec on the peacetime use of the atom 
bomb. Do you 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think that is true. As nearly as I can find out 
on the atom energy release program. Great Britain, Canada, and the 
United States are in equal partnership on its development. And Mr. 
Attlee is coming over here to discuss that phase of the situation with the 
President of the United Stetes. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, are these three countries in equal possession 
of the knowledge of how we produced that bomb ? 

THE PRESIDENT. They are. 

Q. Great Britain knows as much about how we produce that as we 
do? 

THE PRESIDENT. They do. 

Q. Is that going to be the only topic that you and Mr. Atdee are 
going to discuss? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is the only topic that has been requested to be 
discussed. 

Q. But that doesn’t foreclose the 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Atdee can talk to me about anything he chooses, 
but he is coming over here to talk to me about the atom bomb. 

Q. Mr. President, a London paper suggested that— I believe the Lon- 
don Herald, a labor paper— suggested that this might be the prelude 
of a new Big Three conference. Do you feel that way about it, or is 
there any possibility of that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think I can intelligendy answer that question, 
because the next step, after the Governments of Great Britain, Canada, 
and the United States have agreed on an international policy, will be 
to discuss the matter with the other governments of the world. 

[4.] Q. In connection with this Big Three, have you had any reply 
fr om Mr. Stalin from the material presented to him by Mr. Harriman? 
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THE PRESIDENT. YcS, I haVC. 

Q. Is there anything you can tell us about that reply ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It was a Satisfactory reply. 

Q. Does that mean, Mr. President, that you expect Russia will be 
represented at this Far Eastern Advisory Commission meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ido. 

Q. Can you say when that reply was received, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. While I was in New York City making a speech on 
Navy Day. 

Q. Mr. Truman, does that also mean that there would be an early 
convening or reconvening of the Council of Foreign Ministers, 
possibly? 

THE PRESIDENT. I cau’t answcT that question until further develop- 
ments. 

Q. Mr. President, when you say you expect Russia to take part in 
the meeting now going on here, does that mean that an agreement has 
been reached on the control council ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Ttus meeting is for the purpose of discussing 
that program, for the other Allies to join us in the occupation of 
Japan. 

Q. Has direct acceptance or direct indication of Russia’s intention to 
participate been received ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, it has not. 

Q. But you expect it to come in ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do. 

Q. Soon? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. Did the letter from— or the answer from Marshal Stalin postulate 
any specific steps? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. It was just 3 friendly answer to my communi- 
cation to him. 

Q. Is there any reason why it couldn’t be made public, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, there is. When the time comes for it to be made 
public, that will be made public; but the reason has not yet appeared. 
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[5.] Q. What do you think about the legislation reported out by 
the House Military Aifairs Committee yesterday, on prescribing penal- 
ties for breaking no-strike contracts 

THE PRESIDENT. When that comes to me for consideration, I will give 
you my opinion of it. 

Q. Mr. President 

Q. Mr, President, do you have any answer from Mr. Attlee on the 
Palestine question? 

THE PRESIDENT. Let the lady ask her question, and then I will answer 
you. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, would you assent to Congress recessing be- 
fore it has dealt with the legislation you dealt with last night? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Congress has a right to vote its own recess, but 
I hope the Congress will not recess until the program is finished. 

Q. Doesn't the Congress usually ask the President if he has further 
business? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t been here long enough to answer that ques- 
tion. \]Laughter\ I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to be sarcastic. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, last week you told us that the Crowley letter 
was “somewhere around the White House.” Could you tell us 
whether 

THE PRESIDENT. It had been released. The one to which I had re- 
ferred had been released.^ 

Q. There is no other letter? 

THE PRESIDENT. No Other letter for release. I have had several letters 
from Mr. Crowley. The conversation with Mr. Crowley on his resig- 
nation from his job was verbal, and took place right here in this office, 
and I let him go reluctantly. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, I repeat that question, have you had any 
answer from Mr. Attlee on the Palestine question ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I have had two or three messages from Mr. Attlee 
with regard to the Palestine question, 

Q. Would you care to give us any indication as to what our Govern- 
ment’s policy is in regard to that ? 

1 See footnote on page 347. 
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THE ERESiDENT. No, bccausc it is Still under discussion.^ 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, pursuing this Crowley thing, have you de- 
cided on the question of the Export-Import Bank appointments that 
you said you were considering last week 

THE PRESIDENT. I am trying to make a decision today. I have several 
people under consideration. 

Q. Is Mr. Crowley stiU on that list? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you named the Government delegate 
to the ILO meeting in Denmark next month ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think I have. There have been so many things 
across my desk, I can’t remember having made that. I will look it up 
here and find out. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, on your wage-price policy announcement 
last night, could you tell us what the maximum percentage wage in- 
crease on an industrywide basis 

THE PRESIDENT. There is no such maximum thing on an industry- 
wide basis. Each case is an individual case, and that is the reason we 
have got to do it by collective bargaining. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, you said recently that politics is in the air 
again. Would you be a candidate for re-election in 1948 ? \Laughter'\ 

THE PRESIDENT. On my individual rights, I don’t think I have to testify 
against myself at this time. [iMUghterl 

Q. That’s pretty good. 

THE PRESIDENT. That matter has not entered my thoughts. I am too 
busy with other things. 

Q. IsMr.Hannegantoobusy? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Haimegan is the political representative of the 
Democratic Party in the Cabinet of the President, and that is his job 
to look after those things, but I don’t think he is working on any thin g 
of that kind. 

Q. He seems to think he is, Mr. President. [Laughter'] 

1 On Norember 18 the White House released a statement by the President concerning the 
problem of Immigration of Jews into Palestine, together with a letter to Prime Minister 
Attlee dated August 31. See Items 187 and 188. 
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THE PRESIDENT. You wiU iiavc to qucstioii him on that. I don’t an- 
swer for him. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You’rc Welcome. 

kote: President Truman’s thirty-second at the White House at 10 a.m. on 
news conference was held in his office Wednesday, October 31, 1945. 


182 Statement by the President on Announcing the Mission 
to Japan of Ambassador Edwin W. Pauley, Personal 
Representative of the President on Reparations Matters. 
November i, 1945 

THE PROBLEM of what to do with Germany and Japan is one of 
the greatest challenges in the whole effort to achieve lasting peace. 

The program for reparations from Germany which was developed 
by Ambassador Pauley and adopted at the Berlin Conference will go a 
long way toward helping us achieve complete victory over Germany, 
by depriving her of the means ever again to wage another war. The 
reparations program which Ambassador Pauley will develop for Japan 
will be directed toward the same fimdamental goal — ^to put an end for 
all time to Japanese aggression. 

In carrying out this mission for me Ambassador Pauley and his staff 
will work in close cooperation with General MacArthur and his staff 
and will make full use of the surveys which have already been made 
by the industrial experts now on General MacArthur’s staff. 

kote: ’Ihc White House release mak- of Ambassador Pauley’s staff. The list 
ing public the statement noted that the is published in the Department of State 
President also announced the members Bulletin (vol. 13, p. 729). 
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183 Letter to Edgar F. Pur year on Receiving Report of the 
Review Committee on Deferment of Government 
Employees. November i, 1945 

[ Released November i, 1945. Dated October 31, 1945 ] 

Dear Mr, Fury ear: 

Thank you for sending me the report of the Review Committee on 
Deferment of Government Employees under your chairmanship. 

I think that a splendid job has been done in keeping down the number 
of deferments of employees of the Federal Government. I know that 
a great deal of this accomplishment is due to your own patience, energy 
and patriotic determination to see that the Selective Service System op- 
erated fairly and eflEciently among government employees without 
disrupting the Federal service too much. 

I take this opportunity of thanking you and congratulating you on 
the results achieved. 

Very sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 


[ Honorable Edgar F. Purycar, Chairman, Review Committee on Deferment 
of Government Employees, Washington, D.C. ] 


note: The 4-pagc report, which was 
released with the letter, is printed in 
the Congressional Record (vol. 91, p. 
A4825). 

The report stated that Committee ac- 
tivities had resulted in the approval of 
a far smaller proportion of deferments 
than had been secured for non-Fedcral 
employees during the period covered by 
the report (February 1944-August 


1945). The report also noted that due 
to Committee policies occupational de- 
ferments for Federal employees had 
been constantly reduced over the pre- 
ceding 18 months, and that as of August 
15, 1945, percent of all agencies of 
the Executive Branch of the Govern- 
ment had no approved occupational 
deferments. 


184 Address at the Opening Session of the Labor- 
Management Conference. November 5, 1945 

Ladies and gentlemen of the Labor-Management Conference: 

In a radio broadcast to the American people last Tuesday nigh^ I 
said: 
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“I am convinced that if labor and management will approach each 
other, with the realization that they have a common goal, and with the 
determination to compose their differences in their own long-range 
interest, it will not be long before we have put industrial strife behind 
us. Labor is the best customer that management has; and management 
is the source of labor’s livelihood. Both are wholly dependent upon 
each other; and the country in turn is dependent upon both of them.” 

This conference has been called to provide a nationwide opportunity 
to fulfill that objective. Representatives of labor and management are 
meeting here at this conference table, to discuss their common problems, 
and to settle differences in the public interest. Here is the democratic 
process in action — ^in its very best form. 

On this conference have been based many high hopes of the Ameri- 
can people. Their eyes are turned here in the expectation that you will 
furnish a broad and permanent foundation for industrial peace and 
progress. 

I want to make it clear that this is your conference — z management- 
labor conference — ^and not a Government conference. You have not 
been chosen by me or by any other Government oflScial. You have been 
selected by the leading labor and industrial organizations in the United 
States. There has been no interference by their Government in that 
selection. 

By the very nature of the task before you, you appear here not as 
representatives merely of the organizations which chose you; but as 
public spirited citizens, who during the deliberations will consider the 
interests of all groups of our people. Each of you is now a member of 
the team which the American people hope will recommend definite 
policy in the field of industrial relations. We must begin with the firm 
realization that every citizen in our Nation has an identity of interest 
and a great stake in the maintenance of industrial peace and in the 
development of mature and effective ways of achieving it. 

The time has come for labor and management to handle their own 
affairs in the traditional, American, democratic way. I hope that I can 
give up the President’s wartime powers as soon as possible, so that man- 
agement and labor can again have the full and undivided responsibility 
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for providing the production that we must have to safeguard our do- 
mestic economy and our leadership in international affairs. 

Your Government, although it is acting as your host, has no hand 
in the direction or recommendations of this conference. It has no vote. 

This is your opportunity to prove that you can come to understand- 
ing and agreement without political or Government pressure. The 
outcome of this conference rests with the representatives of manage- 
ment and labor. But — as in all other public affairs — ^the outcome also 
rests with the American public who, by their interest and concern, can 
be a constant reminder that arbitrary selfishness and a refusal to see the 
other fellow’s point of view have no place in these meetings. 

Our country is worried about our industrial relations. It has a right 
to be. That worry is reflected in the Halls of Congress in the fcam of 
all kinds of proposed legislation. You have it in your power to stop 
that worry. I have supreme confidence in your ability to find a demo- 
cratic way to compose industrial difficulties. 

Under the patriotic pressure of a desperate war crisis, management 
and labor have performed a miracle of production for four years — 
working together volimtarily but under a measure of Government 
control. Those controls must soon disappear. Many have already gone. 
And yet as soon as the first ones were taken off, industrial strife ap- 
peared. Some of it was expected by the American people in this 
period of adjustment. But I am sure that they never expected anything 
like the amount of strife which has been threatened. And I know that 
the American people do not like it — especially after the solemn promise 
by representatives of both management and labor that they would 
cooperate with their Government through the reconversion period. 

I make no effort to fix the blame. I have tried to lay feirly before the 
people the position of labor and the position of industry. They both 
have problems — ^grave and worrisome problems. But they are not 
insoluble problems. Essentially they are problems of adjustment to the 
drastic changes brought about by three and a half years of war. 

The important thing is to remember that those problems — ^and their 
solution— cannot be allowed to stop us in our struggle to reconvert from 
war to peace. For until we successfully reconvert our productive ca- 
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pacity, we cannot hope to proceed toward our goal of full employment 
and an increased standard of living. If labor and management^ in an 
industry or in a company, find that they cannot come to agreement, a 
way must be found of resolving their differences without stopping 
production. 

Finding the best way to accomplish that result without Government 
directive to either labor or industry — ^thatis your job. 

There are many considerations involved. At the basis of them all, 
is not only the right, but the duty, to bargain collectively. I do not mean 
giving mere lip service to that abstract principle. I mean the willing- 
ness on both sides, yes, the determination, to approach the bargaining 
table with an open m i nd , with an appreciation of what is on the other 
side of the table— and with a firm resolve to reach an agreement fairly. 

If that fails, if bargammg produces no results, then there must be a 
willingness to use some impartial machinery for reaching decisions on 
the basis of proven facts and realities, instead of rumor or propaganda 
or partisan statements. That is the way to eliminate unnecessary fric- 
tion. That is the way to prevent lockouts and strikes. That is the way 
to keep production going. 

We shall have to find methods not only of peaceful negotiation of 
labor contracts, but also of insuring industrial peace for the lifetime of 
such contracts. Contracts once made must be lived up to, and should 
be changed only in the manner agreed upon by the parties. If we ex- 
pect confidence in agreements made, there must be responsibility and 
integrity on both sides in carrying them out. 

Some substitute must be found for jurisdictional strikes. Business 
sim ply cannot stop, life and property just cannot be endangered, merely 
because of some internal disagreement between factions of labor, in 
which management can rightfully have no part or interest. There can 
be no moral or economic justification for stopping production while 
rival organizations contend with each other. Labor has a particular 
interest in this matter— for nothing is so destructive of public confidence 
in the motives of trade unionism as a jurisdictional strike. 

On the other hand, management too often has looked upon labor 
relations as a stepchild of its business to be disregarded until the con- 
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troversy has reached a point where real collective bargaining becomes 
very difl&cult— if not almost impossible. It happens all too frequently 
that in the actual process of collective bargaining, delaying tactics are 
practised with the result that there is no real bargaining. There can 
be no justification for such tactics at the present time, or in the future. 

If this conference can recommend answers to the public demand for 
machinery to prevent or settle industrial disputes, it will have made vast 
progress toward industrial peace. It will have laid a foundation for 
an era of prosperity and security. 

The whole world now needs the produce of our mills and factories — 
everything stands ready and primed for a great future. But situations 
and circumstances can change rapidly. Our imparalleled opportunity 
may not long remain open. We must have production— vast produc- 
tion. We must have it soon. 

In order to have it, labor and management must work together to 
expand the economy of our Nation— as they worked together to protect 
the safety of our Nation during the war. If we get the production 
that we need — ^the production which our resources and industrial skill 
make possible, the present problem of wages and prices will be easier 
to solve. Production means employment. It means economic wealth. 
It means higher wages and lower prices. It means the difference be- 
tween strength and prosperity on the one hand, and uncertainty and 
depression on the other. 

The men in this room direct a cross section of American industry, 
and lead American labor of all opinions. But you will fully succeed 
only if labor and industry as a whole willingly accept your decisions, 
and will adopt the convictions developed out of this conference. 

The American people know the enormous size of your task. But 
the stakes are enormous too. If the people do not find the answers 
here, they ■will find them some place else. For these answers must and 
will be found. The whole system of private enterprise and individual 
opportunity depends upon finding them. 

When mdustrial strife becomes widespread, all of us lose the things 
we need— the wages that labor wants, the earnings and dividends that 
businessmen and investors want, and the products that the consumers 
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want. No reaKst can expect the millenmum of a perfect no-strike, no 
lock-out era at once. But continued production and an expanding in- 
dustry — ^unhampered as far as humanly possible by stoppages of work — 
are absolutely essential to progress. 

That is the road to security at home and to peace abroad. We cannot 
fail in our efforts to move forward on that road. 

note: The President spoke in the Departmental Auditorium at approximately 
12:15 pun. 


185 Letter to the Chairman, House Appropriations 

Committee, Concerning the Need for Additional Funds 
for Advance Planning of Public Works. 

November 7, 1945 

[ Released November 7, 1945. Dated November 6, 1945 ] 

Dear Clarence: 

I wish to bring particularly to your attention my communication to 
the Speaker tmder date of October 18, 1945, (House Document No. 
343), regarding the supplemental estimate of appropriation to permit 
the Federal Works Agency to conti nu e and expand the program of 
advance planning of State and local public works tmder the basic au- 
thority contained in Title V of the War Mobilization and Reconversion 
Act of 1944. 

You may recall that in my message to the Congress on September 6, 
1945 (House Document No. 282), I invited attention to the fact that 
the appropriation thus far made for this purpose was entirely inade- 
quate and that I would therefore request additional funds in order to 
speed up this important activity during the reconversion period. It was 
pursuant to this that I submitted my request of October 18, 1945, for 
an additional appropriation and contract authorization. 

The matter of advance planning is one in which I have always had a 
close, personal interest. To have available for immediate construction 
a well developed and completely planned shelf of worthy public works 
projects is the best insurance against the waste which results when a 
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program of construction is undertaken without detailed drawings and 
specifications being available. The fact that the law requires the repay- 
ment to the Treasury of advances when construction is undertaken 
tends to insure that the public works planned by the use of such funds 
are needed public projects of worthwhile character as the local com- 
munities are thereby using their own credit to finance this work. 

It is my earnest hope that your Committee will give prompt and 
favorable consideration to the recommendations made in the message 
referred to above. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


[Honorable Clarence Cannon, Chairman, Appropriations Committee, House of 
Representatives] 


note: The President’s communication 
of October 18 (printed in House Doc. 
343, 79th Cong., ist sess.) requested an 
additional appropriation of $50 million 
for fiscal year 1946 and an additional 
$57.5 million in contract authority for 
the Federal Works Agency. The de- 


tails of the proposal, as set forth in a 
letter of the Director of the Bureau of 
the Budget, are also printed in House 
Document 343. 

For the President’s message of Sep- 
tember 6, see Item 128 above. 


186 Special Message to the Congress on U.S. Participation in 
the United Nations RelidE and Rehabilitation 
Administration. November 13, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States of America: 

This country has pledged itself to do all that is reasonably possible 
to alleviate the suflEering of our war-torn allies and to help them begin 
the task of restoring their economic productivity. The United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration is one of the most important 
instrumentalities for accomplishing this great task. 

As I stated in my message to the Congress on September 6, 1945, 
the forty-seven nations of the Council of United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration determined at their Third Meeting in 
London last August that contributions beyond those originally made 


464 



Harry S. Truman, 19^5 Nov. 13 [186] 

would be necessary if we expect to complete the minimum tasks as- 
signed to UNRRA. The Council recommended, on the motion of the 
United States Delegate, that each member country, whose territory had 
not been invaded by the enemy, should contribute an additional amount 
equal to one percent of its national income for the fiscal year 1943. 

In accordance with this recommendation, the United States’ share 
would be $1,350,000,000, matching our original contribution authorized 
by the Act of Congress of March 28, 1944. 

The original contributions of all the member nations have been 
applied principally to the activities of UNRRA in providing rehef and 
rehabilitation assistance to the countries of eastern and southeastern 
Europe, and to the care of United Nations displaced persons stranded 
in enemy territory. UNRRA, of course, does not undertake relief or 
rehabilitation responsibilities in either Germany or Japan. 

The invaded countries of northwest Europe, comprising France, Bel- 
gium, Holland, Denmark and Norway, by and large, possess sufficient 
resources in foreign currency and credit to acquire their own essential 
imports from abroad. Direct assistance to northwest Europe is, there- 
fore, not being furnished by UNRRA. 

Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Greece and Albania, on the other 
hand, not only have suffered greatly at the hands of the enemy in the 
course of the war but they are almost entirely without foreign exchange 
or credit resources. Consequently to date they have been the chief 
objects of UNRRA’s activity. 

UNRRA has undertaken a limited program of $50,000,000 in Italy to 
provide for the health and care of children, and expectant or nursing 
mothers. 

Italy, since her participation in the war as a co-belligerent with the 
United Nations, has contributed substantially in both manpower and 
facilities to the Allied victory, becoming, at the same time, one of the 
most severely contested battlefields of the war. The destitution and 
needs there are appalling. Italy has virtually no foreign exchange re- 
sources and without the aid of UNRRA the coimtry might well lapse 
into starvation. 

UNRRA has also assisted in the care and repatriation of millions of 
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allied victuns of Axis aggression who were deported to and enslaved 
in Germany. It has initiated a preliminary program of assistance to 
China. 

By the end of this year UNRRA anticipates that all the funds which 
will be made available to it from all sources in accordance with the 
original contributions vdll have been spent or encumbered. The flow 
of supplies purchased with these funds cannot last beyond the early 
spring. 

The end of the war with Japan has made it possible to estimate the 
magnitude of the relief requirements of China and other Far Eastern 
areas. Reports on the European harvest of 1945 reveal a serious short- 
age of all types of foodstuffs. 

China presents the largest of all the relief responsibilities which 
UNRRA now faces. With inadequate supplies and resources it has 
struggled bravely for eight years to combat the enemy as well as the 
ravages of famine, disease and inflation. Other programs are required 
for Korea and Formosa, two areas of the Far East which are now being 
restored to the peaceful ranks of the United Nations after decades of 
Japanese oppression and extortion. 

UNRRA proposes the extension of aid to Austria. This proposal is 
in accordance with the Moscow and Potsdam Declarations by the major 
powers to the effect that Austria should be treated independently of 
Germany and encouraged to resume the free and peaceful role which 
it played before being invaded by Hitler’s legions. 

A limited program of aid is also intended for the Soviet Republics of 
White Russia and the Ukraine. These areas constituted the principal 
battlefields in the struggle between Russia and Germany. They were 
the scene of some of the worst German atrocities, devastation and 
pillage. 

The recommended additional contributions will hardly suffice to 
permit UNRRA to meet the most urgent and immediate needs for 
relief and rehabilitation for which it is responsible. We hope to fulfill 
a substantial part of this contribution through the use of military and 
lend-lease supplies which have become surplus since the surrender of 
our enemies. 
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I know that America will not remain indifferent to the call of human 
suffering. This is particularly true when it is suffering on the part of 
those who by sacrifice and courage kept the enemy from realizing the 
fruits of his early victories and from bringing his military might to bear 
upon our own shores. 

UNRRA is the chosen instrument of forty-seven United Nations to 
meet the inamediate relief and rehabilitation needs of the invaded 
countries. 

UNRRA is the first of the international organizations to operate in 
the post-war period, one which the United States originally sponsored 
and in which it has played a leading part. Apart from purely humani- 
tarian considerations, its success will do much to prove the possibility 
of establishing order and cooperation in a world finally at peace. 

I, therefore, request the Qjngress to authorize a new appropriation of 
$1,350,000,000 for participation in the activities of UNRRA. 

BDukry S. TRtn«iAN 

note: On December 18, 1945, the the work of UNRRA (Public Law 262, 
President approved a bill enabling the 79th Cong., 59 Stat. 612). 

United States to further participate in 


187 Statement by the President on the Problem of Jewish 
Refugees in Europe. November 13, 1945 

FOLLOWING the receipt of information from various sources regard- 
ing the distressing situation of the Jewish victims of Nazi and Fascist 
persecution in Europe, I wrote to Mr. Attlee on August 31 bringing to 
his attention the suggestion in a report of Mr. Earl G. Harrison that the 
granting of an additional 100,000 certificates for the immigration of 
Jews into Palestine would alleviate the situation. A copy of my letter 
to Mr. Attlee is being made available to the press. I continue to adhere 
to the views expressed in that letter. 

I was advised by the British Government that because of conditions 
in Palestine it was not in a position to adopt the policy recommended, 
but that it was deeply concerned with the situation of the Jews m 
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Europe. During the course o£ subsequent discussions between the two 
Governments, it suggested the establishment of a joint Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry, under a rotating chairmanship, to examine the 
whole question and to make a further review of the Palestine problem 
in the light of that examination and other relevant considerations. 

In view of our intense interest in this matter and of our belief that 
such a committee will be of aid in finding a solution which will be both 
humane and just, we have acceded to the British suggestion. 

The terms of reference of this committee as agreed upon between the 
two Governments are as follows: 

1. To ex amin e political, economic and social conditions in Palestine 
as they bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration and settlement 
therein and the well-being of the peoples now living therein. 

2. To CKamine the position of the Jews in those countries in Europe 
where they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution, and 
the practical measures taken or contemplated to be taken in those coun- 
tries to enable them to live free from discrimination and oppression and 
to make estimates of those who vstish or will be impelled by their condi- 
tions to migrate to Palestine or other countries outside Europe. 

3. To hear the views of competent wimesscs and to consult repre- 
sentative Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such problems 
are affected by conditions subject to examination imder paragraphs i 
and 2 above and by other relevant facts and circumstances, and to make 
recommendations to His Majesty’s Government and the Government 
of the United States for ad interim handling of these problems as well 
as for their permanent solution. 

4. To make such other recommendations to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the Government of the United States as may be necessary to 
meet the immediate needs arising from conditions subject to e xamin a- 
tion under paragraph 2 above, by remedial action in the European 
countries in question or by the provision of facilities for emigration to 
and settlement in countries outside Europe. 

It will be observed that among the important duties of this commit- 
tee will be the task of examining conditions in Palestine as they bear 
upon the problem of Jewish immigration. The establishment of this 


468 



Harry S. Truman, 79^5 Nov. 13 [188] 

Committee will make possible a prompt review of the unfortuxiatc 
plight of the Jews in those countries in Europe where they have been 
subjected to persecution, and a prompt examination of questions related 
to the rate of current immigration into Palestine and the absorptive 
capacity of the country. 

The situation faced by displaced Jews in Europe during the coming 
winter allows no delay in this matter. I hope the Committee will be 
able to accomplish its important task with the greatest speed. 

note: For the President’s letter of in the Department of State Bulletin 
August 31 to Prime Minister Attlee, see (vol. 13, p. 456). 

Item 188. The Harrison report, re- See also Item 2x0. 
leased September 29, 1945, is published 


188 Letter to Prime Minister Attlee Concerning the Need for 
Resettlement of Jewish Refugees in Palestine. 

November 13, 1945 

[ Released November 13, 1945. Dated August 31, 1945 ] 

My dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Because of the natural interest of this Government in the present 
condition and future fate of those displaced persons in Germany who 
may prove to be stateless or non-repatriable, we recently sent Mr. Earl 
G. Harrison to inquire into the situation. 

Mr. Harrison was formerly the United States Commissioner of Immi- 
gration and Naturalization, and is now the Representative of this Gov- 
ernment on the Intergoveriunental Committee on Refugees. The 
United Kingdom and the United States, as you know, have taken an 
active interest in the work of this Committee. 

Instructions were given to Mr. Harrison to inquire particularly into 
the problems and needs of the Jewish refugees among the displaced 
persons. 

Mr. Harrison visited not only the American zone in Germany, but 
spent some time also in the British zone where he was extended every 
courtesy by the 21st Army Headquarters. 

I have now received his report. In view of our conversations at Pots- 
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Ham I am sure that you will find certain portions of the report interest- 
ing. I am, therefore, sending you a copy. 

I should like to call yom: attention to the conclusions and recommen- 
dations appearing on page 8 and the following pages — especially the 
references to Palestine. It appears that the available certificates for 
immigr ation to Palestine will be exhausted in the near future. It is 
suggested that the granting of an additional one himdred thousand of 
such certificates would contribute greatly to a sound solution for the 
future of Jews still in Germany and Austria, and for other Jewish 
refugees who do not wish to remain where they are or who for under- 
standable reasons do not desire to return to their countries of origin. 

On the basis of this and other information which has come to me I 
concur in the belief that no other single matter is so important for those 
who have known the horrors of concentration camps for over a decade 
as is the future of immig ration possibilities into Palestine. The number 
of such persons who wish immig ration to Palestine or who would 
qualify for admission there is, unfortunately, no longer as large as it 
was before the Nazis began their exte rmina tion program. As I said 
to you in Potsdam, the American people, as a whole, firmly believe that 
immigration into Palestine should not be closed and that a reasonable 
number of Europe’s persecuted Jews should, in accordance with their 
wishes, be permitted to resettle there. 

I know you are in agreement on the proposition that future peace in 
Europe depends in large measure upon our finding sound solutions of 
problems confronting the displaced and formerly persecuted groups of 
people. No claim is more meritorious than that of the groups who for 
so many years have known persecution and enslavement. 

The main solution appears to lie in the quick evacuation of as many 
as possible of the non-repatriable Jews, who wish it, to Palestine. If it 
is to be effective, such action should not be long delayed. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

note: Mr. Harrbon’s report, to which the Department of State BuUetiii (vol. 
the President referred, is published in 13, p. 456). See also Item 187. 
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189 Letter to President Osmena of the Philippines Upon 
Approving a Bill of the Philippine Congress. 

November 14, 1945 

My dear Tresident Osmena: 

I have for some time delayed my approval of House Bill No. 176 of 
the first Philippine Congress, which provides a reduction of the re- 
quired gold coverage of Philippine currency. This delay has been due 
to the fact that there have been persistent charges that a sizable frac- 
tion of the Members of the Philippine Congress had been guilty of 
collaboration with the enemy, and I have not wanted my approval of 
the act to be distorted into approval of collaboration. 

I am informed, however, that the provisions of House Bill No. 176 
are necessary to the effective conduct of the Philippine Goveriunent and 
I accordingly have approved the act. At the same time, I should like 
to emphasize that my signature is in no sense an approval of the pres- 
ence in the Philippine Congress of any person who has given aid to 
the enemy or his political policies. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Honorable Sergio Osmena, President of the Philippines, 1617 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington 6, D.C.J 


190 Statement by the President on the Tenth Anniversary of 
the Philippine Commonwealth. November 15, 1945 

NOVEMBER 15, 1945, marks the tenth anniversary of the inaugura- 
tion of the Philippine Commonwealth. Those ten years were set aside 
by Congress, and approved by the Filipino people, as a period of prep- 
aration for independence. The Philippines and the Filipinos were to 
have been given those ten years to prepare their national economy 
and their national government to assume the full responsibilities of 
nationhood. 
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Neither we nor they knew, in 1935, what a test the Philippines would 
be called upon to pass in 1941 — ^the test of war. The Filipino people 
went through the ordeals of war and of Japanese occupation in a man- 
ner to their immortal credit. It was a credit to them, and to us, who 
led the Philippines along the 40-year road from serfdom under Spain 
to commonwealth status. But more than that it was a credit to those 
ideals of democracy and human dignity which America introduced 
into the Philippines in 1898, ideals which took root there so firmly as 
to survive every savage effort of the Japanese to uproot them. 

The Filipino people are spiritually worthy of independence. They 
have won their spurs as a nation. We will honor our promise and our 
pledges to them. The United States stands ready to aid the heroes of 
the Philippines in every way we can. 

The United States honors the Filipino people on this tenth anniver- 
sary of Commonwealth Day. 


19 1 The President’s News Conference Following the Signing 
of a Joint Declaration on Atomic Energy. 

'November 15, 1945 

[With Prime Minister Attlee of Great Britain and Prime Minister King of 

Canada ] 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you please listen for just a moment. I am going 
to read to you the document which has been signed by the Prime Min- 
ister of Great Britain and the Prime Minister of Canada, and the Presi- 
dent of the United States. Copies will be handed to you as you go out, 
as soon as I finish reading. 

Questions on this document will have to come at a later time, when 
you are familiar with it. 

This is headed “The President of the United States, the Prime Min- 
ister of the United Kingdom, and the Prime Minister of Canada, have 
issued the following statement. 

“i. We recognize that the application of recent scientific discoveries 
to the methods and practice of war has placed at the disposal of man- 
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kind means of destruction hitherto unknov^n, against which there can 
be no adequate military defense, and in the employment of which no 
single nation can in fact have a monopoly. 

“2. We desire to emphasize that the responsibility for devising means 
to ensure that the new discoveries shall be used for the benefit of man- 
kind, instead of as a means of destruction, rests not on our nations alone, 
but upon the whole civilized world. Nevertheless, the progress that we 
have made in the development and use of atomic energy demands that 
we take an initiative in the matter, and we have accordingly met to- 
gether to consider the possibility of international action: 

“(a) To prevent the use of atomic energy for destructive purposes. 

“(b) To promote the use of recent and future advances in scientific 
knowledge, particularly in the utilization of atomic energy, for peaceful 
and humanitarian ends. 

“3. We are aware that the only complete protection for the civilized 
world from the destructive use of scientific knowledge lies in the pre- 
vention of war. No system of safeguards that can be devised will of 
itself provide an effective guarantee against production of atomic weap- 
ons by a nation bent on aggression. Nor can we ignore the possibility 
of the development of other weapons, or of new methods of warfare, 
which may constitute as great a threat to civilization as the military use 
of atomic energy. 

“4. Representing, as we do, the three countries which possess the 
knowledge essential to the use of atomic energy, we declare at the outset 
our willingness, as a first contribution, to proceed with the exchange of 
fundamental scientific information and the interchange of scientists 
and scientific literature for peaceful ends with any nation that will 
fully reciprocate. 

“5. We believe that the fruits of scientific research should be made 
avaffable to all nations, and that freedom of investigation and free inter- 
change of ideas are essential to the progress of knowledge. In pursu- 
ance of this policy, the basic scientific information essential to the 
development of atomic energy for peaceful purposes has already been 
made available to the world. It is otir intention that all further infor- 
mation of this character that may become available from time to time 
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shall be similar ly treated. We trust that other nations will adopt the 
same policy, thereby creating an atmosphere of reciprocal confidence 
in which political agreement and cooperation will flourish. 

“6. We have considered the question of the disclosure of detailed 
information concerning the practical industrial application of atomic 
energy. The military exploitation of atomic energy depends, in large 
part, upon the same methods and processes as would be required for 
industrial uses. 

“We are not convinced that the spreading of the specialized informa- 
tion regarding the practical application of atomic energy, before it is 
possible to devise effective, reciprocal, and enforceable safeguards ac- 
ceptable to all nations, would contribute to a constructive solution of 
the problem of the atomic bomb. On the contrary we think it might 
have the opposite effect. We are, however, prepared to share, on a 
reciprocal basis with others of the United Nations, detailed information 
concerning the practical industrial application of atomic energy just as 
soon as effective enforceable safeguards against its use for destructive 
purposes can be devised. 

“7. In order to attain the most effective means of entirely eliminating 
the use of atomic energy for destructive purposes and promoting its 
widest use for industrial and humanitarian purposes, we are of the 
opinion that at the earliest practicable date a Commission should be set 
up under the United Nations Organization to prepare recommenda- 
tions for submission to the Organization. 

“The Commission should be instructed to proceed with the utmost 
dispatch and should be authorized to submit recommendations from 
time to time dealing with separate phases of its work. 

“In particular, the Commission should make specific proposals: 

“(a) For extending between all nations the exchange of basic sci- 
entific information for peaceful ends, 

“(b) For control of atomic energy to the extent necessary to ensure 
its use only for peaceful purposes, 

“(c) For the elimination from national armaments of atomic weap- 
ons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction, 
“(d) For effective safeguards by way of inspection and other means 
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to protect complying states against the hazards of violations and 
evasions. 

“8. The work of the Commission should proceed by separate stages, 
the successful completion of each one of which will develop the neces- 
sary confidence of the world before the next stage is undertaken. Spe- 
cifically, it is considered that the Commission might well devote its 
attention first to the wide exchange of scientists and scientific informa- 
tion, and as a second stage to the development of full knowledge con- 
cerning natural resources of raw materials. 

“9. Faced with the terrible realities of the application of science to 
destruction, every nation will realize more urgently than before the 
overwhelming need to maintain the rule of law among nations and 
to banish the scourge of war from the earth. This can only be brought 
about by giving wholehearted support to the United Nations Organi- 
zation, and by consolidating and extending its authority, thus creating 
conditions of mutual trust in which all peoples will be free to devote 
themselves to the arts of peace. It is our firm resolve to work without 
reservation to achieve these ends.” 

And this document is signed by the three of us. 

That’s all. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s thirty-third that Congressional leaders and other 
news conference was held in his office guests were sitting or standing around 
at the White House at 11:05 ajn. on the President’s desk — ^the President in 
Thursday, November 15, 1945. The the center with Mr. Attlee on his right. 
White House Official Reporter noted Mr. King on his left. 


192 Special Message to the Congress Recommending a 

Comprehensive Health Program. November 19, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

In my message to the Congress of September 6, 1945, there were 
enumerated ia a proposed Economic Bill of Rights certain rights which 
ought to be assured to every American citizen. 

One of them was: “The right to adequate medical care and the 
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opportunity to achieve and enjoy good health.” Another was the 
“right to adequate protection from the economic fears of . . . sick- 
ness. . . 

Millions of our citizens do not now have a full measure of opportunity 
to achieve and enjoy good health. Millions do not now have protection 
or security against the economic effects of sickness. The time has ar- 
rived for action to help them attain that opportunity and that protection. 

The people of the United States received a shock when the medical 
examinations conducted by the Selective Service System revealed the 
widespread physical and mental incapacity among the young people of 
our nation. We had had prior warnings from eminent medical authori- 
ties and from investigating committees. The statistics of the last war 
had shown the same condition. But the Selective Service System has 
brought it forcibly to our attention recently— in terms which all of us 
can understand. 

As of April 1, 1945, nearly 5,000,000 male registrants between the ages 
of 18 and 37 had been examined and classified as unfit for military 
service. The number of those rejected for military service was about 
30 percent of all those examined. The percentage of rejection was 
lower in the younger age groups, and higher in the higher age groups, 
reaching as high as 49 percent for registrants between the ages of 34 
and 37. 

In addition, after actual induction, about a million and a half men 
had to be discharged from the Army and Navy for physical or mental 
disability, exclusive of wounds; and an equal number had to be treated 
in the Armed Forces for diseases or defects which existed before 
induction. 

Among the young women who applied for admission to the Women’s 
Army Corps there was similar disability. Over one-third of those 
examined were rejected for physical or mental reasons. 

These men and women who were rejected for military service are 
not necessarily incapable of civilian work. It is plain, however, that 
they have illnesses and defects that handicap them, reduce their work- 
ing capacity, or shorten their lives. 

It is not so important to search the past in order to fix the blame for 
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these conditions. It is more important to resolve now that no American 
child shall come to adult life with diseases or defects which can be pre- 
vented or corrected at an early age. 

Medicine has made great strides in this generation — especially dur- 
ing the last four years. We owe much to the skill and devotion 
of the medical profession. In spite of great scientific progress, how- 
ever, each year we lose many more persons from preventable and 
premature deaths than we lost in battle or from war injuries during 
the entire war. 

We are proud of past reductions in our death rates. But these re- 
ductions have come principally from public health and other com- 
munity services. We have been less effective in making available to 
aU of our people the benefits of medical progress in the care and 
treatment of individuals. 

In the pasti the benefits of modern medical science have not been 
enjoyed by our citizens with any degree of equality. Nor are they 
today. Nor vpill they be in the future — ^unless government is bold 
enough to do something about it. 

People vsdth low or moderate incomes do not get the same medical 
attention as those with high incomes. The poor have more sickness, 
but they get less medical care. People who live in rural areas do not 
get the same amount or quality of medical attention as those who live 
in our cities. 

Our new Economic Bill of Rights should mean health security for 
all, regardless of residence;, station, or race — everywhere in the United 
States. 

We should resolve now that the health of this Nation is a national 
concern; that financial barriers in the way of attaining health shall be 
removed; that the health of all its citizens deserves the help of all the 
Nation. 

There are five basic problems which we must attack vigorously if we 
would reach the health objectives of our Economic Bill of Rights. 

I. The first has to do with the number and distribution of doctors 
and hospitals. One of the most important requirements for adequate 
health service is professional personnel— doctors, dentists, pubKc health 
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and hospital administrators, nurses and other experts. 

The United States has been fortunate with respect to physicians. In 
proportion to population it has more than any large country in the 
world, and they are well trained for their calling. It is not enough, 
however, that we have them in sufficient numbers. They should be 
located where their services are needed. In this respect we are not so 
fortunate. 

The distribution of physicians in the United States has been grossly 
uneven and xmsatisfactory. Some communities have had enough or 
even too many; others have had too few. Year by year the number in 
our rural areas has been diminishing. Indeed, in 1940, there were 31 
counties in the United States, each with more than a thousand inhabit- 
ants, in which there was not a single practicing physician. The situa- 
tion with respect to dentists was even worse. 

One important reason for this disparity is that in some communities 
there are no adequate facilities for the practice of medicine. Another 
reason— closely allied with the first— is that the earning capacity of the 
people in some communities makes it difficult if not impossible for 
doctors who practice there to make a living. 

The demobilization of 60,000 doctors, and of the tens of thousands of 
other professional personnel in tlie Armed Forces is now proceeding 
on a large scale. Unfortunately, unless we act rapidly, we may expect 
to see them concentrate in the places with greater financial resources 
and avoid other places, making the inequalities even greater than before 
the war. 

Demobilized doctors cannot be assigned. They must be attracted. In 
order to be attracted, they must be able to see ahead of them profes- 
sional opportunities and economic assurances. 

Inequalities in the distribution of medical personnel are matched by 
inequalities in hospitals and other health facilities. Moreover, there are 
just too few hospitals, clinics and health centers to take proper care of 
the people of the United States. 

About 1,200 counties, 40 percent of the total in the country, with some 
15,000,000 people, have either no local hospital, or none that meets even 
the minimum standards of national professional associations. 
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The deficiencies are especially severe in rural and semirural areas and 
in those cities where changes in population have placed great strains 
on community facilities. 

I want to emphasize, however, that the basic problem in this field 
cannot be solved merely by building facilities. They have to be stafFed; 
and the communities have to be able to pay for the services. Other- 
wise the new facilities will be little used. 

2. The second basic problem is the need for development of public 
health services and maternal and child care. The Congress can be 
justifiably proud of its share in making recent accomplishments possi- 
ble. Public health and maternal and child health programs already 
have made important contributions to national health. But large needs 
remain. Great areas of our country are still without these services. 
This is especially true among our rural areas; but it is true also in far 
too many urban communities. 

Although local public health departments are now maintained by 
some 18,000 counties and other local units, many of these have only 
skeleton organizations, and approximately 40,000,000 citizens of the 
United States still live in communities lacking full-time local public 
health service. At the recent rate of progress in developing such serv- 
ice, it would take more than a hundred years to cover the whole Nation. 

If we agree that the national health must be improved, our cities, 
towns and far min g communities must be made healthful places in 
which to live through provision of safe water systems, sewage disposal 
plants and sanitary facilities. Our streams and rivers must be safe- 
guarded against pollution. In addition to building a sanitary environ- 
ment for ourselves and for our children, we must provide those services 
which prevent disease and promote health. 

Services for expectant mothers and for infants, care of crippled or 
otherwise physically handicapped children and inoculation for the pre- 
vention of communicable diseases are accepted public health functions. 
So too are many kinds of personal services such as the diagnosis and 
treatment of widespread infections like tuberculosis and venereal dis- 
ease. A large part of the population today lacks many or all of these 
services. 
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Our success in the traditional public health sphere is made plain by 
the conquest over many communicable diseases. Typhoid fever, small- 
pox, and diphtheria — diseases for which there are effective controls — 
have become comparatively rare. We must make the same gains in 
reducing our maternal and infant mortality, in controlling tubercu- 
losis, venereal disease, malaria, and other major threats to life and 
health. We are only beginning to realize our potentialities in achiev- 
ing physical well-being for all our people. 

3. The third basic problem concerns medical research and profes- 
sional education. 

We have long recognized that we cannot be content with what is 
already known about health or disease. We must learn and under- 
stand more about health and how to prevent and cure disease. 

Research— well directed and continuously supported — can do much 
to develop ways to reduce those diseases of body and mind which now 
cause most sickness, disability, and premature death— diseases of the 
heart, kidneys and arteries, rheumatism, cancer, diseases of childbirth, 
infancy and childhood, respiratory diseases and tuberculosis. And re- 
search can do much toward teaching us how to keep well and how to 
prolong healthy human life. 

Cancer is among the leading causes of death. It is responsible for 
over 160,000 recorded deaths a year, and should receive special atten- 
tion. Though we already have the National Cancer Instimte of the 
Public Health Service, we need still more coordinated research on the 
cause, prevention and cure of this disease. We need more financial 
support for research and to establish special clinics and hospitals for 
diagnosis and treatment of the disease especially in its early stages. We 
need to train more physicians for the highly specialized services so 
essential for effective control of cancer. 

There is also special need for research on mental diseases and ab- 
normalities. We have done pitifully little about mental illnesses. Ac- 
curate statistics are lacking, but there is no doubt that there are at least 
two million persons in the United States who are mentally ill, and that 
as many as ten million will probably need hospitalization for mental 
illness for some period in the course of their lifetime. A great many of 
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these persons would be helped by proper care. Mental cases occupy 
more than one-half of the hospital beds, at a cost of about 500 million 
dollars per year— practically all of it coming out of taxpayers’ money. 
Each year there are 125,000 new mental cases admitted to institutions. 
We need more mental-disease hospitals, more out-patient clinics. We 
need more services for early diagnosis, and especially we need much 
more research to learn how to prevent mental breakdown. Also, we 
must have many more trained and quahfied doctors in this field. 

It is clear that we have not done enough in peace-time for medical 
research and education in view of our enormous resources and our 
national interest in health progress. The money invested in research 
pays enormous dividends. If any one doubts this, let him think of 
penidllin, plasma, DDT powder, and new rehabilitation techniques. 

4. The fourth problem has to do with the high cost of individual 
medical care. The principal reason why people do not receive the care 
they need is that they cannot afford to pay for it on an individual basis 
at the time they need it. This is true not only for needy persons. It is 
also true for a large proportion of normally self-supporting persons. 

In the aggregate, all health services— from public health agencies, 
physicians, hospitals, dentists, nurses and laboratories— absorb only about 
4 percent of the national income. We can afford to spend more for 
health. 

But four percent is only an average. It is cold comfort in individual 
cases. Individual families pay their individual costs, and not average 
costs. They may be hit by sickness that calls for many times the aver- 
age cost — in extreme cases for more than their annual income. When 
this happens they may come face to face with economic disaster. Many 
famili es, fearful of expense, delay calling the doctor long beyond the 
time when medical care would do the most good. 

For some persons with very low income or no income at all we now 
use taxpayers’ money in the form of free services, free clinics, and pub- 
lic hospitals. Tax-supported, free medical care for needy persons, how- 
ever, is insuflEcient in most of our cities and in nearly all of our rural 
areas. This deficiency cannot be met by private charity or the kindness 
of individual physicians. 
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Each of us knows doctors who work through endless days and nights, 
never expecting to be paid for their services because many of their pa- 
tients are unable to pay. Often the physician spends not only his time 
and effort, but even part of the fees he has collected from patients able 
to pay, in order to buy medical supplies for those who cannot afford 
them. I am sure that there are thousands of such physicians through- 
out our country. They cannot, and should not, be expected to carry 
so heavy a load. 

5. The fifth problem has to do with loss erf earnings when sickness 
strikes. Sickness not only brings doctor bills; it also cuts off income. 

On an average day, there are about 7 million persons so disabled by 
sickness or injury that they cannot go about their usual tasks. Of these, 
about 3% millions are persons who, if they were not disabled, would be 
working or seeking employment. More than one-half of these disabled 
workers have aheady been disabled for six months; many of them will 
continue to be disabled for years, and some for the remainder of their 
lives. 

Every year, four or five hundred million working days are lost from 
productive employment because of illness and accident among those 
working or looking for work — ^about forty times the ntunber of days 
lost because of strikes on the average during the ten years before the 
war. About nine-tenths of this enormous loss is due to illness and acci- 
dent that is not direedy connected with employment, and is therefore 
not covered by workmen’s compensation laws. 


These then are the five important problems which must be solved, 
if we hope to attain our objective of adequate medical care, good health, 
and protection from the economic fears of sickness and disability. 

To meet these problems, I recommend that the Gingress adopt a 
comprehensive and modern health program for the Nation, consisting 
of five major parts — each of which contributes to aU the others. 

first: construction of hospitals and belated facilities 

The Federal Government should provide financial and other assist- 
ance for the construction of needed hospitals, health centers and other 
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medical, health, and rehabilitation facilities. With the help of Federal 
funds, it should be possible to meet deficiencies in hospital and health 
facilities so that modern services — ^for both prevention and cure — can be 
accessible to all the people. Federal financial aid should be available 
not only to build new facilities where needed, but also to enlarge or 
modernize those we now have. 

In carrying out this program, there should be a clear division of 
responsibilities between the States and the Federal Government. The 
States, localities and the Federal Government should share in the finan- 
cial responsibilities. The Federal Government should not construct or 
operate these hospitals. It should, however, lay down minimum na- 
tional standards for construction and operation, and should make sure 
that Federal funds are allocated to those areas and projects where Fed- 
eral aid is needed most. In approving state plans and individual proj- 
ects, and in fixing the national standards, the Federal agency should 
have the help of a strictly advisory body that includes both public and 
professional members. 

Adequate emphasis should be given to facilities that are particularly 
useful for prevention of diseases — ^mental as well as physical — ^and to 
the coordination of various kinds of facilities. It shotild be possible to 
go a long way toward knitting together facilities for prevention with 
facilities for cure, the large hospitals of medical centers with the smaller 
institutions of surrounding areas, the facilities for the civilian popula- 
tion with the facilities for veterans. 

The general policy of Federal-State partnership which has done so 
much to provide the magnificent highways of the United States can be 
adapted to the construction of hospitals in the communities which need 
them. 

second: expansion of public health, maternal and child health 

SERVICES 

Our programs for public health and related services should be en- 
larged and strengthened. The present Federal-State cooperative health 
programs deal with general public health work, tuberculosis and ve- 
nereal disease control, maternal and child health services, and services 
for crippled children. 
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These programs were especially developed in the ten years before 
the war, and have been extended in some areas during the war. They 
have already made important contributions to national health, but they 
have not yet reached a large proportion of our rural areas, and, in many 
cities, they are only partially developed. 

No area in the Nation should continue to be without the services of 
a full-time health officer and other essential personnel. No area should 
be without essential public health services or sanitation facilities. No 
area should be without commtmity health services such as maternal and 
child health care. 

Hospitals, clinics and health centers must be built to meet the needs 
of the total population, and must make adequate provision for the safe 
birth of every baby, and for the health protection of infants and children. 

Present laws relating to general public health, and to maternal and 
child health, have built a solid foimdation of Federal cooperation with 
the States in administering commimity health services. The emer- 
gency maternity and infant care program for the wives and infants of 
servicemen— a great wartime service authorized by the Congress— has 
materially increased the experience of every State health agency, and 
has provided much-needed care. So too have other wartime programs 
such as venereal disease control, industrial hygiene, malaria control, 
tuberculosis control and other services offered in war essential 
communities. 

The Federal Government should cooperate by more generous grants 
to the States than are provided under present laws for public health 
services and for maternal and child health care. The program should 
continue to be partly financed by the States themselves, and should be 
administered by the States. Federal grants should be in proportion to 
State and local expenditures, and should also vary in accordance with 
the financial ability of the respective States. 

The health of American children, like their education, should be 
recognized as a definite public responsibility. 

In the conquest of many diseases prevention is even more important 
than cure. A well-roimded national health program should, therefore, 
include systematic and wide-spread health and physical education and 
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examinations, beginning with the youngest children and extending 
into cojnmunity organizations. Medical and dental examinations of 
school children are now inadequate. A preventive health program, to 
be successful, must discover defects as early as possible. We should, 
therefore, see to it that our health programs are pushed most vigorously 
with the youngest section of the population. 

Of course. Federal aid for community health services— for general 
public health and for mothers and children — should complement and 
not duplicate prepaid medical services for individuals, proposed by the 
fourth recommendation of this message. 

THmn: medical education and research 

The Federal Government should undertake a broad program to 
strengthen professional education in medical and related fields, and to 
encourage and support medical research. 

Professional education should be strengthened where necessary 
through Federal grants-in-aid to public and to non-profit private insti- 
tutions. Medical research, also, should be encouraged and supported 
in the Federal agencies and by grants-in-aid to public and non-profit 
private agencies. 

In my message to the Congress of September 6, 1945 , 1 made various 
recommendations for a general Federal research program. Medical 
research— dealing with the broad fields of physical and mental ill- 
nesses — should be made effective in part through that general program 
and in part through specific provisions within the scope of a national 
health program. 

Federal aid to promote and support research in medicine, public 
health and allied fields is an essential part of a general research program 
to be administered by a central Federal research agency. Federal aid 
for medical research and education is also an essential part of any na- 
tional health program, if it is to meet its responsibilities for high grade 
medical services and for continuing progress. Coordination of the two 
programs is obviously necessary to assure efficient use of Federal funds. 
Legislation covering medical research in a national health program 
should provide for such coordination. 
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fourth; prepayment of medical costs 

Everyone should have ready access to all necessary medical, hospital 
and related services. 

I recommend solving the basic problem by distributing the costs 
through expansion of our existing compulsory social insurance system. 
This is not socialized medicine. 

Everyone who carries fire insurance knows how the law of averages 
is made to work so as to spread the risk, and to benefit the insured who 
actually suffers the loss. If instead of the costs of sickness being paid 
only by those who get sick, all the people — sick and well — ^were re- 
quired to pay premiums into an insurance fund, the pool of funds thus 
created would enable all who do fall sick to be adequately served with- 
out overburdening anyone. That is the principle upon which all forms 
of insurance are based. 

During the past fifteen years, hospital insurance plans have taught 
many Americans this magic of averages. Voluntary health insurance 
plans have been expanding during recent years; but their rate of growth 
does not justify the belief that they will meet more than a fraction of 
our people’s needs. Only about 3% or 4% of our population now have 
insurance providing comprehensive medical care. 

A system of required prepayment would not only spread the costs of 
medical care, it would also prevent much serious disease. Since medical 
bills would be paid by the insurance fund, doctors would more often 
be consulted when the first signs of disease occur instead of when the 
disease has become serious. Modern hospital, specialist and laboratory 
services, as needed, would also become available to all, and would im- 
prove the quality and adequacy of care. Prepayment of medical care 
would go a long way toward furnishing insurance against disease itself, 
as well as against medical bills. 

Such a system of prepayment should cover medical, hospital, nurs- 
ing and laboratory services. It should also cover dental care — as fully 
and for as many of the population as the available professional person- 
nel and the financial resources of the system permit. 

The ability of our people to pay for adequate medical care will be 
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increased if, while they are well, they pay regularly into a common 
health fund, instead of paying sporadically and unevenly when they 
are sick. This health fund should be built up nationally, in order to 
establish the broadest and most stable basis for spreading the costs of 
illness, and to assure adequate financial support for doctors and hos- 
pitals everywhere. If we were to rely on state-by-state action only, many 
years would elapse before we had any general coverage. Meanwhile 
health service would continue to be grossly uneven, and disease would 
continue to cross state boundary lines. 

Medical services are personal. Therefore the nation-wide system 
must be highly decentralized in administration. The local adminis- 
trative unit must be the keystone of the system so as to provide for local 
services and adaptation to local needs and conditions. Locally as well 
as nationally, policy and administration should be guided by advisory 
committees in which the public and the medical professions are 
represented. 

Subject to national standards, methods and rates of payiag doctors 
and hospitals should be adjusted locally. All such rates for doctors 
should be adequate, and should be appropriately adjusted upward for 
those who are qualified specialists. 

People should remain free to choose their own physicians and hos- 
pitals. The removal of financial barriers between patient and doctor 
would enlarge the present freedom of choice. The legal requirement 
on the population to contribute involves no compulsion over the doctor’s 
freedom to decide what services his patient needs. People will remain 
free to obtain and pay for medical service outside of the health insur- 
ance system if they desire, even though they are members of the system; 
just as they are free to send their children to private instead of to public 
schools, although they must pay taxes for public schools. 

Likewise physicians should remain free to accept or reject patients. 
They must be allowed to decide for themselves whether they wish to 
participate in the health insurance system full time, part tim^ or not 
at all. A physician may have some patients who are in the system and 
some who are not. Physicians must be permitted to be represented 
through organizations of their own choosing, and to decide whether to 
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carry on in individual practice or to join with other doctors in group 
practice in hospitals or in clinics. 

Our voluntary hospitals and our city, county and state general hos- 
pitals, in the same way, must be free to participate in the system to what- 
ever extent they wish. In any case they must continue to retain their 
administrative independence. 

Voluntary organizations which provide health services that meet rea- 
sonable standards of quality should be entitled to furnish services under 
the insurance system and to be reimbursed for them. Voluntary co- 
operative organizations concerned with paying doctors, hospitals or 
others for health services, but not providing services directly, should be 
entitled to participate if they can contribute to the efficiency and econ- 
omy of the system. 

None of this is really new. The American people are the most in- 
surance-minded people in the world. They will not be frightened off 
from health insurance because some people have misnamed it “socialized 
medicine”. 

I repeat— -what I am recommending is not socialized medicine. 

Socialized medicine means that all doctors work as employees of 
government. The American people want no such system. No such 
system is here proposed. 

Under the plan I suggest, our people would continue to get medical 
and hospital services just as they do now — on the basis of their own 
volvmtary decisions and choices. Our doctors and hospitals would con- 
tinue to deal with disease with the same professional freedom as now. 
There would, however, be this all-important difference: whether or not 
patients get the services they need would not depend on how much they 
can afford to pay at the time. 

I am in favor of the broadest possible coverage for this insurance 
system. I believe that all persons who work for a living and then- 
dependents should be covered under such an insurance plan. This 
would include wage and salary earners, those in business for them- 
selves, professional persons, farmers, agricultural labor, domestic em- 
ployees, government employees and employees of non-profit institutions 
and their families. 
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In addition, needy persons and other groups should be covered 
through appropriate premiums paid for them by public agencies. In- 
creased Federal funds should also be made available by the Congress 
under the public assistance programs to reimburse the States for part of 
such premiums, as well as for direct expenditures made by the States 
in paying for medical services provided by doctors, hospitals and other 
agencies to needy persons. 

Premiums for present social insurance benefits are calculated on the 
first $3,000 of earnings in a year. It might be well to have all such 
premiums, including those for health, calculated on a somewhat higher 
amoimt such as $3,600. 

A broad program of prepayment for medical care would need total 
amounts approximately equal to 4% of such earnings. The people of 
the United States have been spending, on the average, nearly this per- 
centage of their incomes for sickness care. How much of the total fund 
should come from the insurance premiums and how much from general 
revenues is a matter for the Congress to decide. 

The plan which I have suggested would be suflEcient to pay most 
doctors more than the best they have received in peacetime years. The 
payments of the doctors’ bills would be guaranteed, and the doctors 
would be spared the annoyance and imcertainty of collecting fees from 
individual patients. The same assurance would apply to hospitals, 
dentists and nurses for the services they render. 

Federal aid in the construction of hospitals will be futile unless there 
is current purchasing power so that people can use these hospitals. 
Doctors cannot be drawn to sections which need them without some 
assurance that they can make a living. Only a nation-wide spreading 
of sickness costs can supply such sections with sure and sufiEcient pur- 
chasing power to maintain enough physicians and hospitals. 

We are a rich nation and can afford many things. But ill-health 
which can be prevented or cured is one thing we cannot afford. 

fifth: protection against loss of wages from sickness and disability 

What I have discussed heretofore has been a program for improving 
and spreading the health services and facilities of the Nation, and pro- 
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viding an dficient and less burdensome system of paying for them. 

But no matter what we do, sickness will of course come to many. 
Sickness brings with it loss of wages. 

Therefore, as a fifth element of a comprehensive health program, the 
workers of the Nation and their families should be protected against 
loss of earnings because of illness. A comprehensive health program 
must include the payment of benefits to replace at least part of the 
earnings that are lost during the period of sickness and longterm dis- 
ability. This protection can be readily and conveniently provided 
through expansion of our present social insurance system, with appro- 
priate adjustment of premiums. 

Insurance against loss of wages from sickness and disability deals 
with cash benefits, rather than with services. It has to be coordinated 
with the other cash benefits under existing social insurance systems. 
Such coordination should be effected when other social security meas- 
ures are reexamined. I shall bring this subject again to the attention 
of the Congress in a separate message on social security. 


I strongly urge that the Congress give careful consideration to this 
program of health legislation now. 

Many millions of our veterans, accustomed in the armed forces to the 
best of medical and hospital care, will no longer be eligible for such 
care as a matter of right except for their service-connected disabilities. 
They deserve continued adequate and comprehensive health service. 
And their dependents deserve it too. 

By preventing illness, by assuring access to needed commimity and 
personal health services, by promoting medical research, and by protect- 
ing our people against the loss caused by sickness, we shall strengthen 
our national health, our national defense, and our economic produc- 
tivity. We shall increase the professional and economic opportunities 
of our physicians, dentists and nurses. We shall increase the effective- 
ness of our hospitals and public health agencies. We shall bring new 
security to our people. 

We need to do this especially at this time because of the return to 
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civiKan life of many doctors, dentists and nurses, particularly young 
men and women. 

Appreciation of modern achievements in medicine and public health 
has created widespread demand that they be fully applied and univer- 
sally available. By meeting that demand we shall strengthen the Nation 
to meet future economic and social problems; and we shall make a most 
important contribution toward freedom from want in our land. 

Harry S. Truman 


193 The President’s News Conference of 
November 20, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I Want to aruiounce some very important changes 
in the Army command. 

\Reading\ “Ever since Japan’s surrender. General Marshall has been 
desirous of relinquishing his position as Chief of Staff. He feels that 
his primary duty of directing the mobilization, the training, and em- 
ployment of our wartime armies has been completed, and that the 
military is entering a new and lengthy administration of an interim 
and postwar army. General Marshall is of the firm opinion that the 
decisions incident to that administration should be made by his successor 
m ofl&ce, who will be charged with the responsibility of carrying out 
those decisions. 

“I need not reiterate my reasons as to why I am loath to deprive my- 
self of General Marshall’s services as Chief of Staff of the Army.” 

I have said that I think he is the greatest military man that this coun- 
try ever produced— or any other country, for that matter. 

{Continuing reading] “Accordingly, I am relieving Mm of his duties 
as Chief of Staff of the Army, and will today send to the Senate the 
nomination of General of the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower as General 
Marshall’s successor in that office. Pending the action of the Senate, I 
have designated General Eisenhower as acting Chief of Staff of the 
Army. 

“I have also approved the selection of General Joseph T. McNarney 
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to relieve General Eisenhower as Commanding General, United States 
Forces, European Theater, and Commander in Chief of the United 
States Forces of Occupation in Germany and the Representative of 
the United States of America on the Control Council of Germany.” 
{Ends readingl 

I am also appointing— sending down the name of Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz to be Chief of Naval Operations in the Department 
of the Navy to succeed Admiral King. Admiral Nimitz will return to 
the Pacific, and A dmir al Spruance will take over the Pacific command. 
Then Admiral Nimitz will come back here for a few weeks’ rest, and 
then he and Admiral Kong will work out the taking over of the Chief 
of Naval Operations, after he has had his vacation. 

Q. Didn’t Admiral King have two jobs, Mr. President? Isn’t he 
Commander in Chief of the Fleet and Chief of Naval Operations both? 

THE PREsroENT. He was Chief of Naval Operations, but Admiral 
Nimitz is in command of the Pacific Fleet. I don’t think Admiral King 
had the job 

Q. He had a dual tide, Mr, President. Commander of the United 
States Fleet 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s light. 

Q. ^and Chief 

THE PRESIDENT. And Chief of the whole Navy. 

Q. He doesn’t retain any status in the Navy ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Admiral King asked to be relieved at the same 
time General Marshall asked to be relieved, immediately after the 
close of the Japanese— after the Japanese surrender, and I didn’t want 
either one of them to quit and have prevented it up to this time, but I 
think it has to be accepted. 

Q. What are Spruance’s initials? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know what Admiral Spruance’s initials are. 

Q. Does Admiral Nimitz get both jobs? He is Commander in 
Chief of the Fleet 

THE PRESIDENT, He wiU have the same position as Admiral King has. 

Q. That is more or less indefinite, then— I mean as to the time? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. It will bc after Christmas before A dmi ral Nim- 
itz will relieve Admiral King, 

Q. When will the Eisenhower-Marshall change take place, Mr, 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Immediately. 

Q. Immediately? Thank you. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, do you have any comment on the progress, 
or rather lack of progress, of the Labor-Management Conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Still hopeful that they will come out with a con- 
crete program for the settlement of disputes between labor and man- 
agement, just as I suggested that they do when they started to work. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, do you have anjrhing on the resignations 
of General Arnold and General Somervell, who wanted to quit at the 
same time General Marshall did? 

THE PREsmENT. They have both asked to be relieved, but their resig- 
nations have not yet been accepted. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, the Washington Post has started a public 
opinion poll among the voteless citizens here 

Q. Mr. President, what was that paper? {The President reached for 
a copy of the Washington Post, and held it up to the newsmen] 

THE PRESIDENT. This is it. {Laughter] Of course I believe that every 
citizen of the United States ought to have the right to vote— including 
the citizens of Washington. 

Q. What do you think of the poll? {Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I supposc it is as accurate as the Gallup poll, 
isn’t it ? [ Continued laughter] 

Q. The idea behind it, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT, The idea behind it is all right. There are practical 
difl&culties, however, which should be worked out for the benefit of 
the citizens of Washington and for the benefit of the Government of 
the United States; and I am sure that they will be properly worked out. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, are there any indications that your oflSce 
might act in the Detroit strike ? 

THE PREsroENT. What is that? 


493 



[ 193 ] Nov. 20 Public Papers of the Presidents 

Q. Arc there any indications your oflSce might take a hand in the 
Detroit strike trouble? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, are you ready as yet to name the members 
of the Anglo-American Commission on Palestine ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not. I am considering several people. I 
can’t name them, however, until the government of the — Great Britain 
and our own Government agree on the size of the Commission and its 
number. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, this morning there was a resume of the dif- 
ferent troubles that we are in throughout the world in connection with 
war, with the idea that there is peace but it is still not peace. Is there 
anything that you could say to us, sir, that would — that would be a 
sort of a beacon for [here the questioner paused'^ 

THE PRESIDENT. Bcacon for what? [Laughter'] 

Q. I thought you would finish it. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Finish your question and I will answer it — will 
make an attempt to answer it. 

Q. Have something for the people to shoot at? [Loud and uproar- 
ious laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it isn’t a matter of being something for the 
people to shoot at. It is something for the establishment of world 
peace, and I think the conference which was held last week was a first 
step toward implementing the United Nations Organization which 
will be the fundamental organization through which we can get peace 
in the world. And it is necessary to establish confidence between the 
various governments in the world in order to have that peace. That 
takes a little time, a little exchange of — Sl little necessary exchange of 
viewpoints and ideas. 

Every country is having exactly the same sort of troubles that we 
are, and I think every country is trying to meet its domestic troubles 
and not paying as much attention to the international simation as they 
will at a later date. 
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I am. not at all pessimistic on the final outcome. We will have per- 
manent peace in the world. It is necessary that we have permanent 
peace. We are on the threshold, I think, of the greatest age in the 
history of mankind. We must grasp that opportunity, else the other 
road is complete destruction. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, may I ask if it is your intention to ask the 
United Nations session, which holds its first meeting in January, to set 
up the atomic bomb commission which has been proposed as a result 
of last week’s conference.? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s the— that’s the program. 

Q. At the first meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s the program. 

Q. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, will that request go to the Assembly, or to the 
Security Council, or what are your ideas for its construction ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will. Wc will have to work out that concrete prac- 
tical program when the United Nations session takes place. I think 
every one of the countries ought to have a hand in it. 

Q. Mr. President, have you had any official expressions of opinion 
from Russia, China, or France as to the Anglo-American-Canadian 
pronouncement on the atomic bomb ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. We haven’t had time to get the replies yet. 

Q. Mr. President, to clear up that one point that every country ought 
to have a hand in it, are we to take it to mean that you mean the Assem- 
bly should construct it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. Mr. President, are we still manufacturing atomic bombs? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, we are. 

Q. What for, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Experimental purposes. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, are you ready to announce anything about 
a new Farm Security Administrator ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not. 

Q. Mr. Anderson is worrying about it. 
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[10.] Q. Mr. President, on that bomb question, there are some of 
us who thought that even after the industrial know-how was made 
available that there would be a missing link, so to speak, between the 
industrial production and manufacturing of the bomb, and we were 
not turning loose that secret. Is that correct, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a question that I can’t answer intelligently 
because it takes a scientist who is familiar with all the p’s and q’s and 
I don’t claim to be a physicist; but it is the program as outlined in the 
agreement between Great Britain, Canada, and ourselves, to try to im- 
plement that tremendous discovery which we have made for peacetime 
purposes instead of for wartime purposes. 

And one of the ways to do that would be to use the material which 
has been set aside for — ^which has been made into the bombs — ^for ex- 
perimental purposes for peacetime use in industrial programs. That 
will take some time. It will take a lot of scientific research and infor- 
mation, but I think we will finally arrive at that stage. We must 
arrive at that stage, or else we will arrive at a stage of destruction. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, is there any reason why the Byron Price 
report on Germany can’t be released for publication ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there isn’t — ^we are not ready to release it. It will 
be released at the proper time.^ 

[12.] Q. Mh. President, the two new military leaders — ^Eisenhower 
and Nimitz— took conflicting sides on how they ought to reorganize 
the postwar defenses. Does the Commander in Chief have a point 
of view? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, the Commander in Chief has a point of view, 
and he will express it at the proper time. {Laughterl 

Q. In a message to the Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, and I think that they will all be in the boat when 
the Commander in Chief expresses his opinion. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate an early meeting of 
the Big Three? 

^ See Item 201. 
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Harry S. Truman, 19415 

THE PRESIDENT. I do nOt. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note; President Truman’s thirty-fourth at the White House at 4 pjn. on Tues- 
news conference was held in his office day, November 20, 1945. 


194 Letter to General Hans Kramer Appointing Him U.S. 
Representative in Negotiations Between Colorado and 
Kansas for Division of Waters of Arkansas River. 
November 21, 1945 

[ Released November 21, 1945. Dated November 20, 1945 ] 

My dear General Kramer: 

By virtue of the authority placed in me by the act approved April 19, 

1945, granting the consent of Congress to the States of Colorado and 
Kansas to negotiate and enter into a compact for the division of the 
waters of the Arkansas River, I am appointing you, effective January i, 

1946, representative of the United States to participate in the negotia- 
tions between the States and to make the necessary reports to Congress. 

I am asking the Congress to provide funds to the Geological Survey 
of the Department of the Interior for the payment of your compensa- 
tion, which I am setting at a per diem rate of $100 for the time, includ- 
ing time performed in travel, actually spent on the work involved, and 
for expenses incurred as a result of your undertaking this office. You 
are authorized under this appointment to undertake in accordance 
with standard government travel regulations such travel as may be 
necessary between your home and such points as may be proper in the 
conduct of the work. 

Prior to submitting to Congress any reports you are required to make 
under the law, I would like you to send them to me through the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Brigadier General Hans Kramer, U.S.A., Retired, Office of the President, Missis- 
sippi River Commission, Vicksburg, Miss.] 
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195 Statement by the President Concerning Government 
Operation of Transit Facilities in the District of 
Columbia. November 21, 1945 

I HAVE TODAY directed the OflSce of Defense Transportation to take 
over the control and operation of the buses, street cars and other facili- 
ties of the transportation system of the District of Columbia. 

The strike now in effect by the members of Division 689 of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric, Railway and Motor Coach 
Employees of America has been called for the second time during this 
month in violation of a formal written agreement between the union 
and the employer. 

The present agreement does not expire until Jime 30, 1946. It pro- 
vides for arbitration of any disputes, and guarantees that service upon 
the transportation lines of the District shall not be interrupted or inter- 
fered with by either party during the life of the contract. 

The agreement does provide for opening wage scale negotiations 
under certain conditions, but it is clear that arbitration instead of a 
strike is intended to be the means of setdement if agreement can not 
be voluntarily reached. 

The present action of the union in walking out is therefore contrary 
to the agreement. It is also contrary to the orders of the officials of the 
local union and of the international union. 

The effect of the strike is to tie up all transportation at the seat of 
government and thereby prevent efficient and normal operation of the 
agencies of govermnent during this vital reconversion period. It is a 
blow at the sanctity of labor agreements. It strikes, too, at the very 
roots of orderly government. The action of this union brings discredit 
upon the whole body of organized labor, which naturally decries any 
violation of sacred covenant. 

The Federal Government will not permit this kind of action to inter- 
fere with its processes either in the capital or any part of the nation. 

note: Executive Order 9658 (3 CFR, cilities of the Capital Transit Company 
1943-1948 Comp., p. 476) directing the in Washington, was released with the 
Office of Defense Transportation to take President’s statement, 
possession, control, and operate the fa- 
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196 Citation Accompanying the Legion o£ Merit Awarded 
to Crown Prince Olav of Norway. 'November 23, 1945 

CITATION FOR LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF CHIEF COMMANDER 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, Crown Prince Olav of Norway, displayed 
exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services from August 1944 to July 1945. His friendly cooperation, dili- 
gent effort and tireless energy greatly assisted United States forces fight- 
ing for the liberation of Norway. Through his loyal and thorough 
devotion to freedom and his sincere desire for the triumph of the Allied 
cause, he encouraged the Norwegian forces and people in their sustained 
effort against the enemy. His active participation in the solution of 
many problems arising in connection with the defeat of the German 
forces gained for Prince Olav the admiration and respect of the Allied 
nations. 

Harry S. Truman 


note: The citation was released with the 
following letter from Crown Prince 
Olav, dated October 22, 1945: 

My dear Mr, President: 

On the occasion of your most gener- 
ous presentation of the Cross of Chief 
Commander of the Legion of Merit, to- 
gether with a most kind citation, I wish 
to express, in a more personal way, my 
smcerest thanks for the great honor you, 
Sir, have been kind enough to show 
me. 

I feel very strongly that this honor 
has been given me, not so much for my 
small services to our great common 
cause, but as a recognition of the part 
played by the Norwegian Armed Forces 
and the Norwegian Merchant Marine 
in the great conflict which at last has 
been so triumphantly won by our com- 
bined efforts, and in which you, your 


great predecessor President Roosevelt 
and the whole of the people of the 
United States have taken such a great 
part and which you have brought to 
such a sweeping conclusion. 

Allow me. Sir, to say how closely we 
have followed the achievements of your 
Armed Forces on all battlcfronts and 
the overwhelming battle of production 
on the Home Front. We have noted 
with admiration the victorious progress 
against Japan as the last of the Axis 
powers to fall to the combined might 
of the United Nations, of which the 
brunt was carried by the United States. 

Let me once more tell you, Sir, how 
much I and my Family have appreci- 
ated all the kindness and friendship 
which has been shown us during our 
stay in the United States, and how 
strongly we have felt the understanding 
and goodwill towards our people dur- 
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ing these years of oppression and plight. 

Everyone here has, I believe, enjoyed 
having your soldiers amongst us. It is 
with great regret we have had to say 
goodbye to fine men and good friends, 
even if we are all pleased to know that 
their work, which was performed in 
such a fine and pleasing way, is done, 

I am sure that the friendships which 
have been established here between the 
American soldiers and the Norwegians 
will strengthen and cement even more 
closely the feeling of comradeship and 
kinship which has always existed be- 
tween our two peoples. 


May the lesson of interdependence of 
all freedom-loving people be really and 
truly learnt and remembered, so that 
we may stand together, and together 
go in for an active Peace in such a man- 
ner that we will not tolerate anyone to 
break that peace, or allow aggression 
to raise its ugly and greedy head again. 

I once more renew my most heart- 
felt thanks for all kindness shown to 
me and my Family. 

With the Crown Princess’s and my 
own best and warmest regards to your- 
self, Sir, and to Mrs. Truman, I remain. 
Most gratefully and sincerely yours, 
Olav 


197 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Awarded to Field Marshal Sir Henry M. Wilson. 
'November 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

FIELD MARSHAL Sir Henry Maitland Wilson, G.C.B., G.B.E., 
D.S.O., performed outstanding and distinguished services as head of 
the British Joint Staff Mission from January to September 1945. As 
the military representative of the Prime Minister, he was charged with 
the responsibility of presenting to the United States Government the 
views and policy of His Majesty’s Government on military matters, and 
was a British member of the Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington. 
He coordinated the activities of the Air Staff, the Army Staff and the 
British Admiralty Delegation. Drawing on his rich experience and 
thorough knowledge of military affairs and exercising profound diplo- 
macy, he played an important role in the development and execution of 
the Allied strategy leading to victory. By his untiring energy and 
singleness of purpose in the conduct of a mission of highest importance. 
Field Marshal Wilson made a practical contribution of the greatest 
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significance to the diflScult task of coordinating the combined military 
effort on all levels. 

Hakry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by hers of the Combined Chiefs of StafE. 
the President at the White House in a See also Items 198, 199, 300. 
joint ceremony honoring Bntish mem- 


198 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Awarded to 
Lieutenant General Sir Gordon N. Macready. 

November Tj^ 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF COMMANDER 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL Sir Gordon N. Macready, K.B.E., C.B., 
CJM.G., D.S.O., M.C., performed exceptionally meritorious service as 
Commander, British Army Staff, Washington, from Jtme 1942 to Sep- 
tember 1945. He represented the British Army Council in North 
America and was responsible for all liaison between the British War 
Office and the United States War Department. During his tenure the 
Allied armies victoriously assaulted Fortress Europe from all sides and 
brought the war on that continent to a successful conclusion. To this 
combined achievement, he made a distinguished contribution by assur- 
ing close and complete liaison, thus aiding materially in the task of 
developing and delivering the full measure of our military might. As 
representative of the Chief of the Imperial General Staff on the Com- 
bined Chiefs of Staff, General Macready gave a full measure of his rich 
military experience and superior judgment to the making of important 
strategic decisions. As British military representative on the Muni- 
tions Assignment Board and the Combined Production and Resources 
Board, he rendered highly valuable services in the determination of 
policies related to the combined logistical effort. As a member of the 
Combined Civil Affairs Committee^ he demonstrated his wisdom and 
keenness of insight in dealing with prdjlems affecting the rehabilitation 
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of a war-ravaged world. By his outstanding performance of duty, Gen- 
eral Macready reflected great credit upon himself as a soldier and upon 
the British Army which he represented. 

Habry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by bers of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, 
the President at the White House in a See also Items 197, 199, 200. 
joint ceremony honoring British mem- 


199 Citation Accompanying the Legion o£ Merit Awarded 
to Air Marshal Douglas Colyer. November 27, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF COMMANDER 

AIR MARSHAL Douglas Colyer, C.B., DJF.C., performed exception- 
ally meritorious service as Head of the Royal Air Force Delegation to 
Washington from December 1944 to September 1945. His principal 
responsibility was with the allocation of aircraft, in connection with 
which he served as Royal Air Force representative on the Munitions 
Assignment Board. By his thorough knowledge of the special require- 
ments confronting the Allied air forces and his broad understanding 
of the logistic problems of aircraft allocation, he materially advanced 
the work of the Munitions Assignment Board. The quality of his 
leadership set a high standard which was fulfilled throughout the Royal 
Air Force delegation. By his tireless devotion to duty and his practical 
cooperation in solving the many problems met in the combined war 
effort. Air Marshal Colyer rendered a service of highest importance. 
His outstanding conduct in the performance of his duties reflects great 
credit upon himself and upon the Royal Air Force. 

Harry S. Truman 

note; The presentation was made by the the Combined Chiefs of Staff. See also 
President at the White House in a joint Items 197, 198, 200. 
ceremony honoring British members of 


502 



Harry S. Truman, Nov. 28 [201] 

200 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Awarded to 
Fleet Admiral Sir James F. Somerville. 

November tj, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OF MERIT 
DEGREE OF COMMANDER 

ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET Sir James Fownes Somerville, GCB, 
KBE, DSO, Royal Navy, for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services to the Government of the United 
States as Head of the British Admiralty Delegation in Washington, 
D.C., from October 28, 1944 to September 25, 1945. Throughout this 
critical period of war. Admiral of the Fleet Somerville, by his astute 
judgment and comprehensive knowledge of the grand global strategy 
involved, rendered invaluable assistance in achieving close cooperation 
between the United States and British Navies in vital naval operations 
against the common enemy and his brilliant professional ability and tire- 
less devotion to the fulfillment of his important task were vital factors 
in the ultimate success of Allied forces over all enemy opposition. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by bers of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, 
the President at the White House in a See also Items 197, 198, 199. 
joint ceremony honoring British mem- 


201 Letter Transmitting Report on the Occupation of 
Germany to the Secretaries of State, War, and Navy. 
November 28, 1945 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am enclosing a copy of the report of Byron Price dated November 9. 
I asked Mr. Price to go to Germany to study the relationship between 
the American Forces of Occupation and the German people. 

Mr. Price, as you know, is an able and experienced observer, and I 
believe that his report is worthy of the most careful consideration. 
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You will note that the Price report embodies eight specific suggestions. 

It is requested that the Secretaries of State, War and Navy give careful 
consideration to this report, with a view to taking whatever joint action 
may be indicated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Secretary of State James F. 
Byrnes, Secretary of War Robert P. 
Patterson, and Secretary of the Navy 
James Forrestal. 

The Price report, submitted in re- 
sponse to the President’s letter of Au- 
gust 30 (Item 1 19), was also released. 
In the form of a memorandum to the 
President the report offered eight sug- 
gestions for maintaining sound rela- 
tions between the Military Government 
and the German people, as follows: 

1. That the full force and prestige of 
American diplomatic power be used to 
break the deadlock, caused by French 
obstruction, in the Berlin Control Coun- 
cil, thereby permitting Germany to be 
dealt with as a single economic unit. 

2. That the highest type of civilian 
administrators be assigned to ensure the 
success of the changeover of the Mili- 
tary Government from Army to civilian 
control. 

3. That the detailed instructions is- 
sued to the Military Government from 
Washington, drafted at the Pentagon 
early in 1945, be revised in the light of 


experience, and that they be reduced to 
a few hundred words stating general 
principles only. 

4. That the daily food ration — 1550 
calories — ^be increased to 2000. 

5. That the Military Government be 
given greater leeway to decide locally 
when and how de-Nazification in essen- 
tial services could best be effected. 

6. That the Information Control 
Branch, which supervised publications, 
broadcasting, and theaters, be made an 
integral part of the Military Govern- 
ment. 

7. That demobilization of American 
forces should not proceed at a pace 
which would interfere with the main- 
tenance of order, particularly in view 
of the threat posed by the former Hitler 
Youth, “potentially the most dangerous 
single element of the population.” 

8. That the Niirnbcrg trials be held 
without delay so that the Military Gov- 
ernment could begin dealing with the 
80,000 lesser Nazis then in prison. 

The full text of the Price report is 
published in the Department of State 
Bulletin (vol. 13, p. 885). 


202 The President’s News Conference of 
November 29, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I havc just signed an Executive order, seizing the 
facilities of the Great Lakes Towing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, 
because of a labor dispute. 
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Q. Great Lakes 

THE PEESEDENT. Towing Company of Cleveland, OHo. The 

mimeographed order is available when you leave here. 

Q. Who takes it over, Mr. President? 

THE PEEsiDENT. The ODT — Office of Defense Transportation. 

[2.] I have named the following persons to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission as reappointments. William E. Lee of Idaho 

Q. William E. 

THE PEESroENT. LeC. 

Q. Is that L-e-e? 

THE PEEsroENT. L-e-e. And William J. Patterson of North Dakota— 
both Republicans, and reappointments. 

And I have named Lynn U. Stambaugh of North Dakota as a Re- 
publican Director on the Export-Import Bank. 

All the appointments seem to be nonpartisan this morning. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Lynn U. Stambaugh? 

THE PEEsiDEOT. Lynn U. Stambaugh. 

Q. Former National Commander, American Legion. 

THE PEEsroENT. Lynn U. Stambaugh of the Legion, I believe, is the 
rest of it. 

Q. Does that leave one more vacancy ? 

THE PEEsroENT. There is still one more Republican vacancy. 

Q. One Democratic, isn’t there? No? 

THE PEEsroENT. No. The Democrats have all been filled. Martin, 
the other day, was just made Chairman of that Export-Import Bank; 
and it is, in my opinion, one of the most important organizations we 
have for the welfare of the country and the world. 

Q. That means, Mr. President^ that Mr. Crowley is definitely not 
coming back to Government service? 

THE PEEsroENT. That’s what it means. At least not in that capacity. 

[3.] I have got a statement here that will be interesting to you. It 
will — you will be furnished with mimeographed copies as you go out. 

[Reading, not UteraUy] “The first 100 days of reconversion. We 
have made the following progress: 

505 



[202] Nov. 29 Public Papers of the Presidents 

“On manpower. The great part of the layoffs from war plants has 
now been completed, except in the shipyards. And employment in 
non-war activities has increased since V-J Day. Total employment has 
now returned to the V-J Day level and is expected to continue to rise. 

“Unemployment, so far, is less than had been expected. This means 
that the disruption of our economy has been less drastic than anticipated. 
However, we are still in a transition period. The rapid demobilization 
of the armed forces will rmdoubtedly increase the imemployment total 
over the next few months. 

“During these first too days, 3,500,000 men and women have been 
demobilized. We have stepped up the rate to 50,000 a day, and expect 
to continue at this pace. 

“Plant reconversion.” — ^And this is exceedingly interesting, in view 
of some of the things that have been said. — “The job of reconverting 
our plants from war to peace is virtually completed. Ninety-three per- 
cent of all plants have been cleared in 60 days or less after request.” 

Q. Ninety-three percent.? 

THE PRESIDENT {continuing reading, not literally']. “Ninety-three 
percent have been cleared in 60 days or less after request. Two-thirds 
of these plants were cleared in 40 days or less. Twenty-seven billion 
dollars’ worth of war contracts have been canceled since the surrender 
of Japan. Approximately one-third of the 122,000 war contracts can- 
celed since V-J Day have been setded. 

“Lifting of wartime controls. All war manpower controls were 
lifted the day after Japan surrendered. OPA has removed several hun- 
dred items from price control, removed all rationing except sugar and 
tires, and completed the pricing of reconversion goods almost 100 per- 
cent. OPA has reduced orders and regulations on its books to 55 from a 
wartime peak of 650. ODT has 14 orders standing, as compared with 
3,050 during the war. About 85 percent of wartime export controls 
have been lifted, and 75 percent of wartime import controls. 

“Production. Most peacetime products are already in production or 
ready to roll. The metal-working trades on which we depend for 
most of our consumer durable goods are in such shape that they 
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expect by the middle of 1946 to ship goods at two and one-half times 
the 1939 rate. 

“Business continues good. Here are some indications: 

“Retail sales are up 10 percent now as compared with the same 
period last year; steel ingot production is back to 82 percent capacity 
today as compared with 60 percent capacity right after V-J Day; electric 
power production now is only 14 percent below the wartime peak.” 

Now I am going to read you some official — official Labor Department 
figvires. 

[Continuing reading, not literdly\ “There has been an upsurge of 
strikes since V-J Day. The increase has been due in part to the fact 
that all parties held their grievances in check during the war and ob- 
served the no-strike pledge. New strikes since August total approxi- 
mately 1,500, involving about 1,500,000 workers. During the same 
time 924 strikes were averted, involvmg about 400,000 workers; and 
868 strikes were settled through the Conciliation Service of the Labor 
Department, involving more than 525,000 workers. Labor dispute 
cases settled through November 24th numbered 2,82r, involving about 
1,150,000 workers. Time lost through work stoppages since August 
is estimated at 0.76 of i percent of the total working time available. 

“The cost of living— according to the figures customarily used for that 
purpose— has declined 0.3 of i percent since the surrender of Japan, 
as compared with a rise of approximately 1.3 percent in a comparable 
period after the last war. Some of the decrease this time, however, is 
due to seasonable decrease in some food prices. Direct controls over 
wages and salaries have been removed in most fields, but increases 
have not been allowed to affect price ceilings or costs to the United 
States, except in some specific and narrowly defined cases to correct 
maladjustments or inequities. 

“Inflationary pressures are still great, and danger signals pointing to 
a further building up through the winter and spring are the rise of 
real estate, wholesale, and raw materials prices. We must continue to 
hold the line. We cannot permit inflation.” 

Now, while this is a good report, we must be sure that we are still 
in the midst of reconversion, and we must do everythmg in our power 
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to prevent this inflationary pressure from taking the advantage of us 
under these conditions. 

I have read you these figures to indicate to you that the administra- 
tion has not been asleep on the job, and we shall continue to do every- 
thing in our power to go forward with this reconversion program on 
the basis which we anticipated to begin with. We are way ahead of 
schedule. But bear in mind that the difficulties we are facing are just 
as great as they have ever been in the history of the country. 

Now I am ready for questions. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with that statement itself, hasn’t the 
Advisory Board of the War Mobilization expressed some trepidation 
about the possibility of deflation as well as inflation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s ttue. 

Q. I suppose that is taken into consideration 

THE PRESIDENT. That is taken into consideration. 

Q. ^in the general reconversion program 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s tight. We are trying to prevent deflation just 
as much as inflation. 

Q. Do you regard that danger as anywhere near the danger of 
inflation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I do not. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Ross yesterday indicated we may expect 
those appointments to the Anglo-American Commission for investiga- 
tion of the Palestine situation today. 

THE PRESIDENT. They arc not ready yet. 

Q. Do you expect them today ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I do nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection — ^if I may ask one more ques- 
tion-some people who have been interested in the Zionist movement 
said that you gave prior approval, or at least prior acquiescence, to the 
Wagner resolution on a Jewish commonwealth in Palestine. Did you 
have any conversation on that subject ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I had some conversation on that subject, and was not 
opposed to that situation. I was Vice President then. 

Q. Do you still favor the resolution? 
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THE PRESIDENT. I do not. The conditions have changed. And if 
that resolution is passed, there isn’t any use trying to have a factfinding 
commission finding facts and making recommendations. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, the same OWMR Advisory Board suggested 
the other day it would be a good thing — ^in connection with strikes — 
it would be a good thing if General Motors sat down and talked things 
over with the strikers. Do you agree with that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do. 

Q. Mr. President, the report does not say very specifically what cost- 
of-living figures those are. 

THE PRESIDENT. The ones that are usually used— the Labor Depart- 
ment’s index. 

Q. That very controversial one? 

THE PRESIDENT. The vcry controversial one. It’s the only one we 
have. 

Q. The same one. 

THE PRESIDENT. The Only oflScial onc we have. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that you are anticipating, perhaps, a rise 
in real estate prices next winter. There were discussions of some 
controls to be placed on real estate, which I think Mr. Davis had under 
consideration when he was with the OES. 

THE PRESIDENT. They are still under consideration. 

Q. They are? 

THE PRESIDENT. They are. It is the most difficult thing to try to get 
controls that will work. That is difficult. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you could also discuss the prob- 
lem of the first too days of reconversion on the international front? 
I mean specifically that in the squabbles of Hurley, and the debates on 
the United Nations Organization, and the discussions of UNRRA 
on the Hill, all through it there seems to be runnmg a thread containing 
two fears: one, an unholy fear that Russia will not cooperate with the 
other nations, and second 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s a fear — [inaudible wordsl- 

Q. second, a fear that noncooperation on the part of Russia will 

eventually lead to war. Do you share either of those fears, sir? 
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THE PRESIDENT. I do not, and I will discuss that situation at a later 
date, fully and completely. 

Q. In a message to Congress, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, not necessarily. That may be at a press con- 
ference. When the turmoil gets hot enough, I will talk with you 
about it. 

Q. Don’t you think it’s very hot now.? XUiughter'l 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it’s Stirred up. We should let it settle a little bit. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, what would be the effect of a great strike 
on this reconversion schedule? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would hold it back, of course. 

Q. What would the administration do to prevent such a strike? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will handle that situation when it appears before me. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, on the Palestine question, has an agreement 
been reached, at least on how many members each government will 
have? 

THE PRESIDENT. We will hopc to rcach that agreement today. I think 
maybe the Secretary of State will announce it. 

[9.] Q. Byron Price in his report recommended a revision of the 
Potsdam Declaration. Would you approve of that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would. But that requires a four-power agreement 
in order to make that revision. 

Q. Are any steps being taken 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. ^in that direction to change it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. We 'will make an effort to approach the 
situation. 

Q. You mean by “we” — ^you mean our Government alone? 

THE PRESIDENT. Our Government alone? Well, I can’t answer that, 
because it is still in the negotiating stage. 

Q. Mr. President, do you mean revision of the entire Potsdam Dec- 
laration, or just certain phases ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Certain phases of it. 

Q. Where they apply to the four-power control of Germany? 
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THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. It’s — ^it’s a detail proposition that will 
have to be worked out on the ground by the four powers. 

Q. Could you, at this time, throw any light on those efforts at 
revision? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t. 

Q. Mr. President, are you doing anything to try and change that 
veto plan that is in the four-power control, where one member can 
veto 

THE PRESIDENT. That is One of the things that will be under discussion. 

Q. Will that be done in another Big Three conference, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, sk, it wiU not. I am not in favor of special con- 
ferences, because I want to see the United Nations do its job. The 
League of Nations was ruined by a lot of special conferences. I am 
not in favor of special conferences, and never have been. 

Q. The suggestion for elimination of the veto power is wholly Ameri- 
can then, I take it? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, not necessaiily. I can’t answer those questions 
intelligently, because it’s a matter of negotiation, and I don’t want to be 
specific because it might ruin the negotiations. 

Q. Mr. President, is the United Nations Organization raising the 
point whether it can take over these 

THE PRESIDENT. It will. Very shortly. 

Q. How soon do you anticipate 

THE PRESIDENT. I think some time in the next 90 days— I hope. 

Q, And that will obviate a three-power conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s what that United Nations is for; and I want 
to see it work, and we are behind it wholeheartedly to see that it does 
work. 

Q. Do you t^Bink other nations are equally behind it, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think SO, Mostof them are, I think. 

Q. Would you make any exceptions ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I wouldn’t make any exceptions because I can’t 
speak for the other nations. They must speak for themselves. 
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[10.] Q. Mr. President, has the Anglo-American financial confer- 
ence concluded its work? 

TJEiE PRESIDENT. No, they have not. 

Q. Are you — do you believe that it will be concluded successfully ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do, of COUrse. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, have you received the resignation of Danny 
Bell as Under Secretary of the Treasury? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think so. I have a drawer full of resignations 
here — \laughter'\ — z. lot of which I have refused to accept, and some of 
which I have had to accept. I don’t know whether his is in there or 
not. 

Q. Would you care to tell us about some of them ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Wouldn’t. I will tell you about them as they 
come up. 

Q. Mr. President, are those on the top shelf, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, when was the Hurley resignation put in the 
drawer? 

THE PRESIDENT. It was put in the drawer this morning. It just reached 
me this morning only. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of the various accusations Am- 
bassador Hurley made as he quit? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rather not express an opinion on the matter. 

[12.] Q. Can you tell us, sir, the instructions under which General 
Marshall is going to China, as a result of your conversation yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I cannot, because they are still being worked out. 
I will give them to you in toto whenever that is accomplished. 

Q. Is that appointment a temporary 

THE PRESIDENT. He is Special Envoy to China for a special job, and 
it is temporary. 

Q. Mr. President, on the question of instructions to Marshall, does 
that mean he will get a directive which will be published — on a new 
statement of policy? 
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THE PKESiDENT. I Can’t answcr that intelligently yet. He will go and 
carry out the policy which we have always had in China. We might 
state it more specifically than it has been stated. 

Q. Could you state that policy briefly, Mr. President ? 

THE PKESIDENT. No, I will not. \J^ughter'\ 

[13.] Q. Do you anticipate that there will be any need for further 
Big Three conferences at any time? 

THE PRESIDENT. If the United Nations Organization works as it 
should, there shouldn’t be any reason for a Big Three conference or 
any other sort of conference outside the United Nations. 

Q. Yes, sir. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, it seems to me Senator Fulbright said the 
awfullest thing about the administration when he said that your for- 
eign policy was just “playing by ear.” 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Senator Fulbright has a right to his opinion 
the same as I have a right to mine. 

Q. But as a musician 

THE PRESIDENT. I think it’s playing by music. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, have you any indication as to when Mr. 
Marshall will leave? 

THE PRESIDENT. V cxy shortly, in 3 or 4 days. 

Q. Will that give the Pearl EEarbor investigating committee a 
chance 

THE PRESIDENT. That is up to them. 

[ 16.] Q. Mr. President, who are you betting on, on Saturday— Army 
or Navy ? \jMughter\ 

THE PRESIDENT. I am neutral. \ljaughter\ 

Q. You have to be. 

THE PRESIDENT. I have to bc neutral. One half is Army, and the other 
half is Navy. 

Q. Docs that neutrality go for the Army and Navy fight on unifica- 
tion, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will make an annoimcement on that very shortly. 
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Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s thirty-fifth White House OfScial Reporter noted 
news conference was held in his office at that Mrs. Truman and Margaret Tru- 
the White House at 10:05 a.m. on man attended this conference. 
Thursday, November 29, 1945, The 


203 Letter to the President, Society for the Advancement of 
Management, Concerning Full Employment. 

November 30, 1945 

[ Released November 30, 1945. Dated November 26, 1945 ] 

Dear Mr. Zimmerman: 

I am happy to know that the theme of your annual conference this 
year is “Management Factors for Full Employment”. Full employ- 
ment in the United States is of the greatest importance to our country 
and to the world. 

In my recent Message to Congress I said: 

“Full employment means full opportunity for all under the American 
economic system— nothing more and nothing less. 

“In human terms, full employment means opportunity to get a good 
peace-time job for every worker who is ready, able and willing to take 
one. It does not mean made work, or making people work. 

“In economic terms, full employment means full production and the 
opportunity to sell goods — ^all the goods that industry and agriculture 
can produce. 

“In government terms, full employment means opportunity to reduce 
the ratio of public spending to private investment without sacrificing 
essential services. 

“In world-wide terms, full employment in America means greater 
economic security and more opportunity for lasting peace throughout 
the world. 

“To provide jobs, we must look first and foremost to private enter- 
prise— to industry, agriculmre, and labor. Government must inspire 
enterprise with confidence. That confidence must come mainly through 
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deeds, not words. But it is clear that confidence will be promoted by 
certain assurances given by the government: 

“Assurance that all the facts about full employment and opportunity 
will be gathered periodically for the use of all. Assurance of stability 
and consistency in public policy, so that enterprise can plan better by 
knowing what the government intends to do. Assurance that every 
governmental policy and program will be pointed to promote maxi- 
mum production and employment in private enterprise.” 

If as a nation we are to succeed in maintaining high production in- 
dustry must do its job and gear itself with the public interest. This 
means that day-to-day management decisions must be sound. Every 
time you set a price or a wage or a specification for a job, every time you 
select a product design or a machine or a merchandising policy, every 
time you accept or reject a proposed extension or improvement, you are 
deciding just those practical matters which determine the outcome. If 
these separate private decisions are not well taken, they will not add up 
to the right score in high production. 

That is why it is of the greatest importance that management people 
everywhere should fully discuss and understand the management factors 
for full employment. I am glad that the Society for the Advancement 
of Management is doing this as part of its concern for better manage- 
ment from one end of the country to the other. I congratulate the So- 
ciety on the timeliness and significance of this meeting and wish you 
every success in carrying forward your important work. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable R. R. Zimmerman, President, The Society for the Advancement of 
Management, 84 William Street, New York 7, N.Y.] 

note; The White House release accom- for the Advancement of Managementi 
panying the text of the letter stated that held on November 30 at the Waldorf- 
it was read by Mr. Zimmerman at the Astoria Hotel in New York City, 
aimual dinner meeting of the Society 
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204 Special Message to the Congress on Labor-Management 
Relations. December 3, 1945 
To the Congress of the United States: 

All who think seriously about the problem of reconversion — of 
changing our economy from war to peace — realize that the transition 
is a difficult and dangerous task. There are some who would have the 
Government, during the reconversion period, continue telling our cit- 
izens what to do, as was so often necessary when the very life of our 
nation was at stake during the period of world conflict. 

That however is not the policy of the Government. The policy is to 
remove wartime controls as rapidly as possible, and to return the free 
management of business to those concerned with it. 

It was for the express purpose of getting away as soon as possible 
from some of the wartime powers and controls that the recent National 
Labor-Management Conference was called in Washington. Instead of 
retaining in the Federal Government the power over wages and labor 
agreements and industrial relations which a global war had made neces- 
sary, the top leaders of management and labor were invited to recom- 
mend a program under which labor relations would be turned back into 
the hands of those involved. 

It was decided that full responsibility for reaching agreement on such 
a program would be left with the representatives of labor and manage- 
ment. Accordingly the conference was made up of leaders of labor and 
management only. Government representatives participated only as 
observers, without vote. The agenda and the entire program were 
worked out by the leaders themselves. 

In opening the conference I said: 

“I want to make it clear that this is your conference — & management- 
labor conference — and not a Government conference. You have not 
been chosen by me or by any Government official. You have been 
selected by the leading labor and industrial organizations in the United 
States. There has been no interference by Government in that 
selection. . . . 

“The time has come for labor and management to handle their own 
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affairs in the traditional American, democratic way. I hope that I can 
give up the President’s wartime powers as soon as possible, so that man- 
agement and labor can again have the full and undivided responsibility 
for providing the production that we must have to safeguard our 
domestic economy and our leadership in international affairs.” 

I am sure that it was the hope of the American people that out of 
this conference would come some recommendation for insuring indus- 
trial peace where collective bargaining and conciliation have broken 
down. 

The conference is now closed. The very fact that the top leaders of 
labor and management have met and worked together for more than 
three weeks is itself some progress. 

Some agreements on a few general principles were also reached. For 
example, agreement on the principles of collective bargaining, and rec- 
ommendations on the detailed procedure to be used; agreement on 
strengthening and enlarging governmental conciliation services; rec- 
ognition of the necessity of eliminating discrimination in employment; 
agreement on settling by voluntary arbitration grievances under labor 
contracts and disputes concerning their interpretation— these are aU 
valuable. 

But on the all-important question of how to avoid work stoppages 
when these expedients have failed, the conference arrived at no accord. 
Failing in that, the conference was unable to attain the objective most 
necessary to successful reconversion. 

If industrial strife continues, the quick reconversion which has been 
planned, and which is now proceeding on schedule or even ahead of 
schedule on many fronts, will fail. In that event, we shall face a period 
of low production, low consumption, and widespread unemployment — 
instead of the high production, high employment, good markets and 
good wages that are within our grasp. 

The history of labor relations has proven that nearly all labor dis- 
putes can and should be settled by sincere and honest collective bar- 
gaining. The vast majority of those disputes which are not adjusted 
by collective bargaining are settled through Government conciliation. 
For example during the month of October last, 354 strikes were settled 
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by the Conciliation Service, and 1282 labor controversies were adjusted 
before any work stoppages occurred. 

The American people commend the many instances where manage- 
ment and labor have settled their problems peacefully. Many of these 
were in critical industries where work stoppages would have gained 
great prominence in the newspapers and over our radios. But when 
industrial disputes were settled, little notice was taken of them by 
press or radio. 

We know, however, that there are always some disputes that caimot 
be settled this way. 

Industrial strife in some key industries means not only loss of a great 
amount of wages and purchasing power; but it may have ramifications 
throughout the country affecting the whole reconversion process. In 
such industries, when labor and management cannot compose their 
differences, the public through the Federal Government has a duty to 
speak and to act. In the last analysis, labor, management and the public 
have the same interest. 

The reconversion effort is now going well. The people have a right 
to expect it to succeed. Specific obstacles that stand in its way must 
not be allowed to defeat that expectation. 

Good labor relations are just as important now as they were during 
the war. They should be based on justice, and not on tests of strength. 
Any industrial dispute which depends for settlement upon the re- 
spective strength of the parties results in loss to everyone; it causes loss 
of wages to the worker and his family, loss of dividends to the stock- 
holders and owners of the industry, loss of goods to the public. 

I regret that labor and management have not been able to agree on 
machinery that would provide a solution for existing strikes in some 
of the major industries and for the strikes which are threatened. Strikes 
already in effect may possibly cripple our reconversion program. Nego- 
tiations have broken down in other industries, and stoppages are 
threatened. 

The American people have been patient. They have waited long in 
the hope that those leaders in labor and management whose business 
it was to handle this problem would be able to do so in agreement. The 
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Federal Government declined time and again to make any suggestion 
to the conference as to proper machinery. All that the Government did 
was to point out the objective which the American people expected it 
to attain. 

Now that the conference has adjourned without any recommenda- 
tion on the subject, it becomes the duty of the Government to act on its 
own initiative. Therefore, I now suggest to the Congress that well- 
reasoned and workable legislation be passed at the earliest possible mo- 
ment to provide adequate means for settling industrial disputes and 
avoiding iadustrial strife. 

I recommend that for the settlement of industrial disputes in im- 
portant nation-wide industries there be adopted the principles under- 
lying the Railway Labor Act. The general pattern of that Act is not 
applicable to small industries or to small local disputes in large indus- 
tries. But it would be effective, as well as fair, in such wide-spread 
industries, for example, as steel, automobile, aviation, mining, oil, utili- 
ties and communications. I do not intend to make this list exclusive. 
Nor do I think that local inconsequential strikes even within these 
industries should be included. The objective should be to cover by 
legislation only such stoppages of work as the Secretary of Labor would 
certify to the President as vitally affecting the national public interest. 

In industrial disputes in such industries, where collective bargaining 
has broken down, and where the Conciliation Service of the Federal 
Government has been imable to bring the parties to agreement, and 
where the Secretary of Labor has been unable to induce the parties 
voluntarily to submit the controversy to arbitration, I reconamend the 
following procedure: 

Upon certification by the Secretary of Labor to the effect that a dis- 
pute continues despite his efforts, and that a stoppage of work in the 
affected industry would vitally affect the public interest, the President, 
or his duly authorized agent, should be empowered to appoint, within 
five days thereafter, a Fact-finding Board similar to the Emergency 
Board provided for under the Railway Labor Act. 

I reconamend that during these five days after the Secretary of Labor 
has made the above certificate, it be malawful to call a strike or lockout. 


63931—61 36 


519 



[204] Dec. 3 Public Papers of the Presidents 

or to make any change in rates of pay, hours, or working conditions, 
or in the established practices in ejEfect prior to the time the dispute 
arose. 

The Board should be composed of three or more outstanding citizens, 
and should be directed to make a thorough investigation of all the facts 
which it deems relevant in the controversy. In its investigation it should 
have full power to subpoena individuals and records, and should be 
authorized to call upon any Government agency for information or 
assistance. It should make its report within twenty days, unless the 
date is extended by agreement of the parties with the approval of the 
President. The report should include a finding of the facts and such 
recommendations as the Board deems appropriate. 

While the Fact-finding Board is deliberating and for five days there- 
after it should be made unlawful to call a strike or lock-out, or to make 
any change in rates of pay, hours, working conditions or established 
practices, except by agreement. 

The parties would not be legally bound to accept the findings or 
follow the recommendations of the Fact-finding Board, but the general 
public would know all the facts. The result, I am sure, would be that 
in most cases, both sides would accept the reconunendations, as they 
have in most of the railway labor disputes. 

I believe that the procedure should be used sparingly, and only when 
the national public interest requires it. 

The legislation should pay particular attention to the needs of seasonal 
industries, so that the so-called “cooling-oflf period” can be arranged in 
those industries in a manner which will not subject labor to an undue 
disadvantage. 

There are other subjects which were on the agenda of the Labor- 
Management Conference, on which no agreement was reached. The 
most immediate, the most pressing, however, is this one of machinery. 
I hope that the Congress will act upon this matter as quickly as pos- 
sible — and certainly before its Christmas recess. 

In order to avoid any delay in the settlement of the most important 
existing strikes, I am appointing such a Fact-finding Board for the 
present stoppage in the dispute between General Motors Corporation 
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and the United Automobile Workers. While this Board will not have 
the statutory powers which I hope the Congress will soon authorize, I 
am sure that the American people will expect the employer and the 
employees to cooperate with the board as fully as if appropriate legisla- 
tion had already been passed. 

In the meantime, I am asking both parties to the dispute to display 
the same kind of patriotism as they displayed during the war. I am 
asking all the workers to return to work immediately, and I am asking 
the employers to proceed energetically with full production. I make 
this appeal on behalf of the American people to their fellow citizens 
who are now responsible for this major obstacle holding up our recon- 
version program. 

In connection Tvith the threatened strike involving the United States 
Steel Corporation and the United Steel Workers, I am appointing a 
s imil ar board. The public will expect full co-operation with the board 
by both sides. I am making the same appeal to the United Steel Work- 
ers to remain at work pending the report of the board’s findings and 
recommendations. 

I hope that the Congress will approve the steps which I am now 
taking. They are being taken in the interest of accelerating our produc- 
tion, promoting our reconversion program, and pushing forward to a 
higher standard of living. 

This is an immediate program which is fair to both sides. I hope 
that the Congress, naturally disappointed at the failure of labor and 
management to agree upon a solution for the prevention of industrial 
disputes, will not adopt repressive or coercive measiures against cither 
side. A free American Labor and a free American private enterprise 
are essential to our free democratic system. Legislation which would 
stifle full freedom of collective bargaining on either side would be a 
backward step which the American people would not tolerate. 

I am sure that the Congress will give its calm and careful considera- 
tion to this matter so essential to the progress of American life. 

Harry S. Truman 
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205 Veto of Bill Granting Benefits to Enlisted Men for 
Foreign Service Between 1898 and 1912. 

December 3, 1945 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 1512 providing that 
retired enlisted men who have been, or may be, retired with credit for 
thirty years’ service in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps and who served 
beyond the continental limits of the United States between 1898 and 
1912, such service having been computed under previous laws as double 
time toward retirement, shall be entitled to receive the maximum retired 
pay now provided for the grade in which retired. 

While enlisted men who performed certain foreign service between 
1898 and 1912 may count such service double in computing length of 
service for retirement, they do not receive double credit for such service 
for longevity pay purposes. H.R. 1512 would, in effect, grant double 
credit in computing longevity pay for the foreign service which was 
counted double in determining their right to retirement. 

Enlisted men who enlisted subsequent to August 24, 1912 may not 
count such foreign service as double for any purpose. Thus those who 
performed such service prior to 1912 and retired with less than thirty 
years of actual service have already received a substantial benefit. I am 
unable to see any reason for granting further benefits to those included 
within the particular group covered by this bill, who have already 
received more favorable treatment with respect to retirement benefits 
than other service personnel who could retire only after thirty years’ 
actual service. 

Habry S. Truman 


206 Telegrams to Management and Labor Leaders 

Concerning Industrial Disputes Involving the General 
Motors Corporation and the U.S. Steel Corporation. 
December 3, 1945 

I HAVE TODAY sent a message to the Congress recommending 
legislation authorizing the President to appoint fact finding boards 
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in industrial disputes involving nation-vvide industries on the certifi- 
cation by the Secretary of Labor that collective bargaining and con- 
ciliation have failed to produce agreement and that stoppage of work 
would vitally affect the national public interest. 

The following is an excerpt from that message : 

“In order to avoid any delay in the settlement of the most important 
existing strikes, I am appointing such a Fact-finding Board for the 
present stoppage in the dispute between General Motors Corporation 
and the United Automobile Workers. While this board will not have 
the statutory powers which I hope the Congress will soon authorize, 
I am sure that the American people will expect the employer and the 
employees to cooperate with the board as fully as if appropriate legis- 
lation had already been passed. 

“In the meantime, I am asking both parties to the dispute to display 
the same kind of patriotism as they displayed during the war. I am 
asking all the workers to return to work immediately, and I am ask- 
ing the employers to proceed energetically with full production. I 
make this appeal on behalf of the American people to their fellow 
citizens who are now responsible for this major obstacle holding up our 
reconversion program. 

“In connection with the threatened strike involving the United 
States Steel Corporation and the United Steel Workers, I am appoint- 
ing a simil ar board. The public will expect full cooperation with the 
board by both sides. I am making the same appeal to the United 
Steel Workers to remain at work pending the report of the board’s 
findings and recommendations.” 

I hope very much that it will be possible for you to comply with 
this request of the President of the United States. 

Harry S. Truman 


kote; This is the text of identical tele- 
grams addressed to Mr. Charles E. Wil- 
son, President, General Motors Corpora- 
tion; Mr. PMip Murray, President, 
United Steel Workers of America; Mr. 


Benjamin F. Fairless, President, United 
States Steel Corporation; Mr. R. J. 
Thomas, President, and Mr. Walter 
Reuther, Vice President, United Auto- 
mobile Workers of America. 
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207 Statement by the President Upon Signing the 
Government Corporation Control Act. 

December 6 , 1945 

I FOUND much satisfaction in signing today the Government Cor- 
poration Control Act, for I have long beUeved in the prmciple it em- 
bodies. In requiring these corporations to submit their budgetary 
programs to the Bureau of the Budget and their expenditures to an 
audit by General Accounting Office, the Congress has made a forward 
step in furthering the business-like management of Government. This 
Act increases the orderly control by the Executive and the Congress 
of the Government corporations without impairing their usefulness. 
Because of the time element, it will not be possible to include budget 
programs for the corporations in the budget I shall submit to the Con- 
gress in January. I shall, however, submit by next Spring these cor- 
poration budgets for the fiscal year beginning July i, 1946. 

note: The Government Corporation Control Act is Public Law 248, 79th Congress 
(59 Stat. 597). 


208 The President’s News Conference of 
December 7, 1945 

THE PEESiDENT. I didn’t have any special announcements to makp to 
you today, but since you haven’t had a press conference in the after- 
noon this week, I thought I had better let you come in and ask some 
questions. You might have something to say to me. 

[i.] Q. Well, Mr. President, we have. The White House Cor- 
respondents’ Association each year makes a small gift to the Warm 
Springs Foundation through the White House, and the President 
customarily receives it, and we would appreciate your accepting it. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, thank you— thank you. 

Q. A thousand dollars. 

THE PRESIDENT. A thousand dollars. From the White House Corre- 
spondents’ Association to the National Foundation for Infantile Pa- 
ralysis— a thousand dollars. Well, thank you. On behalf of the Foun- 
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dation, I thank you. And I will see that that gets into the proper 
pocket. [Laughterl 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, there are dispatches coming to us from 
London which indicate that Foreign Minister Bevin may announce 
some time today a five-power meeting of foreign ministers and per- 
haps a three-power atomic conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not familiar with it. I can’t answer it. I don’t 
know. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, could you make any comment on the north- 
ern Governors’ suit to set aside the ICC freight rate decision? 

THE PRESIDENT. Is that the one that breaks up the combination ? 

Q. Well, that is the suit that involves the class rate ruling of the 
ICC, rather than the antitrust act. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not familiar with it, but I want a freight rate 
structure in this country that is fair to every section of it. I don’t 
like the structure that has been in effect in the country with different 
brands in different parts of the United States. I have spent most of 
my time in the Senate trying to break that. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, have you yet selected your American mem- 
bers of the Palestine commission ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, but they will be announced. I think we will 
be in a position to aimounce it Monday. 

[5.] Q, Mr. President, are you doing anything about the reinstitu- 
tion of controls on building material ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, we are. We are trying to make some arrange- 
ment to channel building materials for residence purposes. I thought 
I would have a special announcement to make to you this afternoon, 
but we didn’t get it ready. 

Q. Did any event hold that announcement up ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. No. We just Weren’t ready. 

Q. Could you explain that word “channel”? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, sce that building materials are used principally 
for residence purposes. Might use priorities. Probably would be 
better than channeling. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, do you intend to act on the recommenda- 
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tion of the Democratic National Committee that Governor Tugwell 
of Puerto Rico be removed immediately? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Democratic Committee has made no such rec- 
ommendation to me. We didn’t know here — ^neither did the Demo- 
cratic Committee— until we saw his name in the paper. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, can you give us the names of the factfinding 
board you said you would appoint in the General Motors case? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not quite ready right now with them. I can 
announce it in a very short time, but I can’t give them to you today. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, do you know of any instance where agen- 
cies of another power have got hold of any part of the atomic secret 
we have? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not familiar with any specific instance. I have 
heard rumors to that efiect, but rumors you can’t give as facts. 

[9.] Q. Can you give us any comment, Mr. President, on Mr. 
Murray’s observations regarding your labor program ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No co mm ent. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, do you want to comment on the increasing 
rate of highway accidents? Is there anything the Government can 
do about it? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, let mc see. I think in 1935 I succeeded in 
getting a bill through the Senate to regulate drivers on interstate high- 
ways. That bill was passed by the Senate and was killed three times 
in the House. It had to do with proper examinations for drivers, be- 
fore they would be allowed to drive on highways in interstate traffic. 

I still think some sort of regulation is going to have to be made of 
these drivers, either by State laws such as the ones they have ia Massa- 
chusetts and I think in four other States in the Union — or five — or 
else the Federal Government is going to have to take a hand in stop- 
ping these accidents. 

Up to 1935 there had been more highway deaths from accidents 
than we had lost men in all the wars we ever fought, beginning with 
the Revolution. There had been a property damage rate of about a 
billion dollars a year. That is a tremendous price to pay for crackpots 
to drive automobiles. 


526 



Harry S. Truman, Dec. 7 [208] 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, what is the next step on the British loan? 
THE PRESIDENT. It will be Sent to the Congress in the form of a mes- 
sage, and then the Congress will have to act upon it. 

Q. Will it be this week? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will be some time in the near future. We can’t 
set the date now. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, Ambassador Hurley in his testimony be- 
fore the Foreign Relations Committee accused Under Secretary Ache- 
son of destroying American foreign policy in Iran. Do you think that 
American foreign policy has been destroyed in the Near East? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. The first I had heard of that view was when 
Mr. Hurley made the statement to the Senate committee. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, have you any plans for starting negotia- 
tions with Soviet Russia for a loan ? They have asked for $6 billion, 
I believe. 

THE PRESIDENT. If they have, it has never been officially given to me. 
They never asked me for a $6 billion loan, since I have been President. 

Q. Have there been any moves by the Government, Mr. President, 
to survey what the total possible loans may have to be, along the lines 
of Mr. Baruch’s statement in a letter to Representative Gore ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, Congressman Manasco’s committee re- 
ported a bill on the full employment idea, which pretty much emascu- 
lates your program. They have even stricken the words “full employ- 
ment” and put in the idea of high-level employment. Do you have 
any comment on that committee s action ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t*, but I hope the House will pass some 
sort of bill so we can get the conference and probably work out a bill. 

[15.] Q, Mr. President, do you contemplate any action in the near 
future in returning the Coast Guard to the Treasury ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs — yes. I don’t know exactly when it will be done, 
but it will be done sometime soon, as soon as I can get the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Secretary of the Navy to agree on a date. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, do you have any comment at this time on 
unification? 
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THE PRESiDEOT. No. I will havc Something to say about that in the 
very near future. 

Q. Does that mean a message next week, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hopC SO. 

[17.] Q. Can you tell us, Mr. President, anything about the in- 
structions to General Eisen — ^Marshall at this time 

THE PRESIDENT. No. General Marshall has been so busy with other 
things that I haven’t had a chance to discuss the program with him 
and the Secretary of State. 

Q. Will General Marshall try getting the two factions in China 
together again, Mr. President.? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hope SO. I vdU give you that when the instruc- 
tions are published. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, have you got any comment on the resig- 
nation of Charles Houston from the FEPC .? 

THE PRESIDENT. I wrotc a letter on that, which was published in to- 
day’s papers, which covers the situation thoroughly.’^ 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, in connection with housing, are you going 
to take any position on price ceilings on houses, as in the Patman bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. We hope to. 

Q. Do you advocate price ceilings? 

THE PRESIDENT. Some sort of control on real estate prices, I think, is 
going to be necessary, unless we are going to have real estate inflation. 
I don’t know whether we will be able to do it or not. That is a matter 
that will have to be worked out after much thought. I don’t want to 
say right now that it will be done, but some sort of arrangement will 
have to be made to prevent inflation in real estate prices, especially 
the small residence section. 

[20.] Q. Mr. President, the Red Cross central committee was sup- 
posed to meet December 4th, I think, to name a chairman or rather 

^The letter accepting Mr. Houston’s resignation, not published herein, was released by 
the White House on December 7 . The letter referred to an apparent contradiction between 
the law — ^which required the Government to operate seized properties under the terms and 
conditions of employment which were in effect at the time of seizure — ^and a proposed IB’EPC 
order concerning the Capital Transit Company in the District of Columbia. 
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to get a recommendation from you. Could you tell us anything about 
your recommendation with regard to that? 

THE PREsroENT. They didn’t meet, and I didn’t make a recommen- 
dation. 

Q. They were scheduled 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t think so. 

Q. Is there any change there in prospect, so far as you know, sir? 
THE PRESIDENT. I will aiuiomice that on the 12th of December. 

Q. You mean you are announcing a change? {Laughterl 
THE PRESIDENT. I wiU announce the chairman of the Red Cross on 
the i2th of December. 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the Pacific 
Northwest light metals plant situation, as a result of your conference 
with Senator Mitchell today? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Senator Mitchell was here to discuss the con- 
tinued operation of those light metals plants in the Northwest, and no 
conclusions were reached. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You’re welcome. 

note: President Truman’s thirty- his office at the White House at 4 pun. 
seventh news conference was held in on Friday, December 7, 1945. 


209 Joint Statement With the Prime Ministers of Great 
Britain and Canada Concerning Removal of Wartime 
Trade Controls. December 10, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT of the United States and the Prime Ministers of 
Great Britain and Canada issue the following statement: 

We announced on August 29 that the Combined Production and 
Resources Board, the Combined Raw Materials Board and the Com- 
bined Food Board would continue to operate on their existing basis 
for the time being. As then proposed, however, the situation has been 
further examined ivith a view to the earliest possible removal of all 
wartime controls of international trade. 
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We take this opportunity of paying tribute to the outstanding 
achievements of the Boards in the full and equitable utilization of 
resources for the effective prosecution of the war. This novel experi- 
ment in economic collaboration unquestionably hastened the moment 
of victory. 

It is however, our view that the work of the C.P.R.B. and C.R JvI.B. 
on its existing basis should come to an end. It has accordingly been 
agreed that these two Boards terminate on December 31, 1945. 

There remain, however, a few commodities which call for continued 
attention inasmuch as they are in global short supply in relation to 
the needs in consuming countries. For cotton textiles, tin, rubber and 
hides and leather it is proposed that the committees set up under the 
Boards which are concerned with these supplies should be continued 
during such period as the shortage of supply in relation to needs 
renders necessary. It is also proposed that in all cases representation 
on the committees should be on an appropriate international basis 
having regard to their independent status following the dissolution of 
the Boards. In most cases Committee membership already includes 
countries having a major interest in the problems involved. In the case 
of coal, there exists an organization in respect of Europe, but special con- 
siderations make it desirable that, for the time being, the coal com- 
mittees in Washington and London now imder the Boards continue 
in their present form. As regards some additional commodities in 
uncertain supply, the Boards may make suitable distribution arrange- 
ments before the end of the year to extend into 1946. 

It has been concluded that conditions do not yet permit the disso- 
lution of the Combined Food Board. Because many foodstuffs are 
still in world short supply and because of their close inter-relationship, 
it is believed desirable to retain the Board as a supervisory and coor- 
dinating mechanism. The commodity committees of the Board will 
be abandoned as soon as the foodstuffs with which they deal cease to 
require international allocation. It is anticipated that the Combined 
Food Board itself will be dissolved on June 30, 1946, or sooner if con- 
ditions permit. However, a few of the commodity committees may 
have to be retained beyond that date to recommend allocations of 
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products which continue to be in serious short supply. Arrangements 
were made last summer to associate other major exporting and im- 
porting countries with the work of the commodity committees. These 
committees will continue to operate on this principle. 

note: The statement was released simultaneously in Washington, London, and Ot- 
tawa at 10 a.m., Washington time. 


210 Statement by the President Concerning the Anglo- 
American Committee of Inquiry (Palestine 
Commission). December 10, 1945 

THE COMPOSITION of the Anglo-American Committee of In- 
quiry which was announced in Washington and London on No- 
vember 13, and which will operate under a rotating chairmanship will 
be as follows: 

Joseph C. Hutcheson, Judge of the Fifth Circuit Court at Houston, 
Texas (American Chairman). 

Sir John E. Singleton, Judge of the King’s Bench Division of the 
High Court of Justice, London (British Chairman). 

Fr ank Aydelotte, formerly President of Swarthmore College, now 
Director of the Institute of Advanced Study at Princeton, and Ameri- 
can Secretary of the Rhodes Trust. 

Fr ank W. Burton, Editor of the Boston Herald. 

Wilfred P. Crick, Economic Adviser to the Midland Bank, London, 
formerly with Ministry of Food. 

Richard H. S. Crossman, Member of Parliament (Labour) ; formerly 
Fellow and Tutor of New College, Oxford, assistant editor of New 
Statesman and Nation, and Deputy Director of Psychological War- 
fare, A.F.H.Q., Algiers. 

O. Max Gardner, former Governor of North Carolina, now prac- 
ticing law in Washington. 

Sir Frederick Leggett, until recently Deputy Secretary of the Minis- 
try of Labour and National Services. 

Major Reginald E. Manningham-Buller, Member of Parliament 
(Conservative), a barrister. 
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James G. McDonald, formerly Chairman of the Board, Foreign 
Policy Association, High C ommi ssioner for Refugees, and member of 
the editorial staff of the New York Times. 

Lord Morrison (Robert Craigmyle, Baron Morrison), Member of 
Parliament (Labour). 

William Phillips, formerly Under Secretary of State, Ambassador to 
Italy, personal representative of the President with the rank of Am- 
bassador at New Delhi, and Delegate to the London Naval Confer- 
ence, 1935. 

As announced by the two Governments on November 13, 1945, the 
terms of reference of the Committee will be as follows: 

1. To examine political, economic and social conditions in Palestine 
as they bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration and settlement 
therein and the well-being of the peoples now living therein. 

2. To examine the position of the Jews in those countries in Europe 
where they have been the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution, and 
the practical measures taken or contemplated to be taken in those 
countries to enable them to live free from discrimination and oppres- 
sion and to make estimates of those who wish or will be impelled by 
their conditions to migrate to Palestine or other coimtries outside 
Europe. 

3. To hear the views of competent witnesses and to consult repre- 
sentative Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such prob- 
lems are affected by conditions subject to examination imder para- 
graphs I and 2 above and by other relevant facts and circumstances, 
and to make recommendations to His Majesty’s Government and the 
Government of the United States for ad interim handling of these 
problems as well as for their permanent solution. 

4. To make such other recommendations to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the Government of the United States as may be necessary 
to meet the immediate needs arising from conditions subject to exam- 
ination under paragraph 2 above, by remedial action in the European 
coimtries in question or by the provision of facilities for emigration 
to and settlement in countries outside Europe. 

The Governments of the United States and Great Britain urge on 
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the Committee the need for the utmost expedition in dealing with the 
subjects committed to it for investigation and request that they may be 
furnished with its report within 120 days of the inception of the 
inquiry. 

The procedure of the Committee will be determined by the Com- 
mittee itself, and it will be open to it, if it thinks fit, to deal simul- 
taneously through the medium of sub-committees with its various 
terms of reference. 

note; a similar statement was released simultaneously in London at 10 a.m. Wash- 
ington time. 


21 1 The President’s News Conference of 
December 12, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I have received a report from Mr. Snyder, head 
of OWMR, on the housing situation, which will be handed to you. 
It is a mimeographed sheet of three pages, and recommends the ap- 
pointment of a Housing Expediter to carry out the suggestions which 
he makes to me and which I have approved. 

And I am appointing the Honorable Wilson Wyatt, former Mayor 
of Louisville, Kentucky, to that position; and a copy of my letter to 
him, and Mr. Snyder’s report, are available for you. 

Q. Mr. President, does that reinstitute priority controls on building 
materials.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Eventually it will. 

Q. Eventually it will? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. It is Completely explained in there. 

Q. Could you give us a brief r&um 6 , in 20 well-chosen words, Mr. 
President? \jMughter'\ 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, if you are going to insist on having something 
read to you — ^well, I will do that. 

\Readin^ “The first step is a program for speeding up release of 
surplus housing units and building materials, held by the Government- 
It is ready to operate. 
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“This program makes immediately available to the States and local 
communities surplus Government property suitable for housing, in- 
cluding Army and Navy barracks and dormitories. Wherever possi- 
ble these facilities, many of which are near crowded cities, will be 
utilized on their present sites to house veterans and their families.” 

That’s the first one. 

[Continuing reading] “The second step is a regulation which is 
now being prepared and which should be released before the middle 
of the month, establishing priorities on building materials. 

“In general terms, this regulation will establish such priorities for 
single or multiple dwelling housing units costing |io,ooo or less per 
unit. This will mean that about 50 percent of all building materials 
will be chaimeled into this type of building. The balance wUl be 
available for commercial, industrial, higher-priced dwelling, and all 
other construction— public and private. 

“The third step relates to ceiling prices on old and new housing. 
Sharp increases in the price of housing already have occurred. The 
threat of inflation in this field is the most menacing in our economy, 
and we are using all the powers that have been granted the Admin- 
istration to combat it.” 

It goes into further explanation on each one of those, with the pre- 
liminary statement of why it is done. 

[Continuing reading] “First, to increase the supply of building ma- 
terials; second, to strengthen inventory controls to prevent hoarding; 
third, to strengthen price controls over building materials; fourth, to 
discourage unsound lending practices and speculation; fifth, to enlist 
industry support in increasing production and fighting infliation; and 
sixth, to provide information and advisory service on home values to 
the public.” 

And you have all that entirely and completely set out in this 
memorandum.^ 

Q. Mr. President, are those price ceilings operative right away? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just as soon as we can get the orders out. 

Q. You don’t have to have OPA come in on that at all P 

1 The full text of Mr Snyder*s memorandum was released by the White House. 
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THE PEEsiDENT. It wiU be— ycs, yes. 

Q. Mr. President, no legislation will be necessary on it 
THE PEESIDENT. No, because this is under the War Powers Act — ^this 
is under the War Powers Act, although we are supporting certain 
legislation which is explained in here that will help implement that.® 
[2.] Then, I am appointing the factfinding board for the General 
Motors strike: Judge Walter Parker Stacy; Lloyd K. Garrison, chair- 
man of the War Labor Board; and Milton S. Eisenhower, president 
of the Kansas State College, in Manhattan. 

Q. Just a minute — ^Milton S. Eisenhower, what’s he president 

THE PEESIDENT. President of Kansas State College, in Manhattan — 
that’s an agricultural college in Kansas. Lloyd Garrison, who heads 

the War Labor Board, and Judge Stacy was chairman of the 

Q. Mr. President, may I ask you a question } 

THE PEESIDENT. Certainly. 

Q. This General Motors thing — as you probably know, labor has 

put up an 

Q. Louder. 

Q. ^argument that the factfinding 

THE PRESIDENT. Say that again. 

Q. I say that I am asking — saying to the President that, as he prob- 
ably knows, labor objects to the idea of factfinding boards, with their 
argument being that they could string out the time of the factfinding 
to an interminable degree. I thought possibly this might be a good 
time to ask you a question about that, what your comment is on it? 

THE PRESIDENT. My comment is that it is specifically stated in the 
message that the factfinding period should be 20 days— 5 days to get 
ready, and 5 days after the 20 days— making up 30 days altogether; 
so this factfinding program can’t last more than 20 days. 

® After the news conference the White House issued a release clarifying the President’s 
reply as follows : 

*‘The President made this reply under a misapprehension. Legislation is necessary to fix 
price ceilings. The memorandum issued today points that out on Page 3, Section 3. 

**r.i€gislation is not necessary for the establishment of priorities on building materials ; 
and, as indicated in Section 2, on Page 3 of the memorandum, priorities are being set up 
under the War Powers Act without legislation. 

^*The President in answering the question was under the impr^^sion that the question 
referred to priorities rather than price ceilings.” 


535 



[2ii] Dec. 12 Public Papers of the Presidents 

Q. Is it somewhere in your proposal — do you not authorize them 
to have more time if they want it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. If it is absolutely essential. 

Q. You know what I am talking about ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. It has been brought up that it was a device for stopping all 
labor 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it is any such device. It is merely a 
program for the purpose of finding out exactly what the conditions 
are on labor’s side and on management’s side, and then making a 
recommendation that is fair to the public. That’s the principle of 
the thing. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, in connection with the inflationary aspects 
of the real estate market, are you also looking into the very active 
stock market now? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hadn’t been looking into it. In fact, I have had 
so many things to think about that I hadn’t looked at the stock market, 
because I have never been interested in the stock market personally. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, will this factfinding board have the right 
to go into the company’s books ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not without legislation. I am of the opinion that 
people will want to cooperate with the President of the United States 
in an effort to settle these strikes in the public interest. 

Q. You expect the company to open its books ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I expcct coopcration from both sides. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, will you appoint a factfinding board for 
steel? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS, I shall. 

Q. When will you announce that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just as quickly as we can get it ready. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, in addition to criticism of the labor pro- 
gram, there have been some personal attacks on you. I wonder if you 
could say how you regarded those? 

THE PRESIDENT. I didn’t cvcu read them. I am not interested in 
them. 
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I don’t think there’s any truth in them, so why worry about them. 
I have been attacked before. 

[7.] Q. We have received some reports that Senator Maybank 
might be appointed to some diplomatic post, specifically Brazil — a 
possibility of a vacancy there.? 

THE PRESIDENT. News to me. That’s the first I have heard of it. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, I have been asked to inquire when the Ma- 
rines will be taken out of China .? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Marines will be taken out of China when our 
surrender terms with Japan have been carried out. At a later time, 
when General Marshall starts for China, I shall announce a complete 
policy for the guidance of General Marshall; and I will announce it 
here at a press conference. 

[9.] Q. To get back to labor, Mr. President, I believe in your mes- 
sage you asked that the enabling legislation be passed before the Christ- 
mas recess. 

THE PRESIDENT. I did. 

Q. Indications on the Hill now are that action will not be com- 
pleted by the time for the recess. Are you doing anything to expedite 
that.? 

THE PRESIDENT. My best information is that it will be completed. 

Q. It will be before the recess? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. Do you take into consideration the possibility of a great deal of 
conversation on the subject in the Senate ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Senate is always entitled to conversation. That’s 
one of the reasons for the existence of the Senate. [Laughter^ That’s 
the only legislative body left in the world with unlimited debate, and 
under no circumstances would I limit that debate. I have been a Sena- 
tor, and I know what it means for a Senator not to be able to say what 
he pleases. {Laughter] 

[10.] I have another appointment here that I think you will be 
interested in. I am appointing Michael W. Straus who was the First 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, to succeed Harry W. Bashore, 
who has passed the retirement age and is retiring from the Recla- 
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mation Board. Mr. Straus will be Commissioner of the Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

Q. Does that interfere with his present job at all, sir .? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is resigning as Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
to take this job. 

Q. How does Mr. Bashore spell his name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will spell it for you. I have got it right here: 
B-a-s-h'O-r-e. His name is Harry W. 

Q. Mr. President, Mike is a very close associate of Mr. Harold Ickes. 
Should we take that move as any indication of a move on Mr. Ickes’ part 
in the future? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t think so. He is a very capable person and 
has done an excellent job as Assistant Secretary, and comes to me highly 
recommended by everybody in connection with the thing; and so I 
appointed him. That’s a job that needs to be well done. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, can you give us any hint as to what you are 
going to do about this bill turning over the USES to the States ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t seen the bill yet. It hasn’t been presented 
to me. When it comes up to me I will make an announcement on it, 
as soon as I have had a chance to study it. 

[i2.] Q. Mr. President, do you have any comment on Secretary 
Byrnes’ departure for Moscow today? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it’s necessary for me to make any com- 
ment. That trip was planned a long time ago. It’s a part of the pro- 
gram as set out at Yalta for the foreign ministers of Russia, Great 
Britain, and the United States to meet at least every 4 months. It was 
just due now to meet in Moscow; and the next meeting 'wdl be held in 
Washington — ^probably March or April. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, this is a frivolous question, but what are you 
going to do for Christmas ? 

THE PRESIDENT. What am I going to do at Christmas ? 

Q. We keep getting messages from our editors. Are you going to 
be here? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not going to be here. The family will leave 
for home about the 18th, and I shall fly home for Christmas dinner on 
Christmas Day, as I have done in the past. 
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Q. Are you going to eat your regular three turkey dinners on Christ- 
mas that you used to ? 

THE PRESIDENT. If they are available, I certainly am. laughter] 

Q. Let’s see, you usually eat one with your mother, and one with your 
wife’s mother 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. And one vpith my aunt, who is 96 years 
old. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s thirty-eighth at the White House at 10:05 a.m. on 
news conference was held in his oflSce Wednesday, December 12, 1945. 


212 Letter to Wilson Wyatt Appointing Him Housing 
Expediter. December 12, 1945 
Dear Mr. Wyatt: 

This country is faced by an acute shortage of housing. Veterans are 
returning to homeless communities. Former war workers have come 
back to their home towns, and have found no place in which to live. 

It is urgent that every available temporary living quarter be used in 
over-crowded communities, that the production of building materials 
be expedited, that the production of homes be hurried, that the cost of 
housing be protected from further inflation. 

I am asking you to assume the role of housing expediter in the Office 
of War Mobilization and Reconversion. I am asking you to search out 
all bottlenecks at whatever level of industry or of government— local, 
state or national— you may find them; to try to break those bottlenecks; 
and to make the machinery of housing production run as smoothly 
and speedily as possible, so that we may be able to make the peace pro- 
duction of homes equal to the task of housing our veterans and other 
civilians. 

Very sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable WUson Wyatt, Ix)uisville, Kentucky] 

note; This letter was made public to- mitted to the President by John W. Sny- 
gether with a report on housing sub- der. Director of War Mobili2ation and 
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Reconversion. The report, in the form conference of December 12 (see Item 
of a memorandum dated December 8 , 21 1). 

was read in part at the President’s news 


213 Citation Accompanying the Medal for Merit Awarded 
to Henry Morgenthau. December 12, 1945 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE MEDAL FOR MERIT 
TO 

HENRY MORGENTHAU, JR. 

HENRY MORGENTHAU, JR., Secretary of the Treasury, 1934-1945, 
for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services in such office. Under his supervision, the Treasury Depart- 
ment, through the sales of bonds, raised two hundred bilUon dollars 
with which to finance our defense and war activities. This great 
achievement was accompanied by a substantial reduction in the average 
rate of interest on the public debt. He participated in formulating and 
administering a wartime Federal tax program which raised imprec- 
cdented tax revenues with a minimum disturbance to the domestic 
economy. He contributed immeasurably to the close fiscal coopera- 
tion which this Government has had with its allies during the war. His 
many years of activity and accomplishment in the field of international 
monetary stabilization bore fruit in the Bretton Woods Agreements for 
an International Monetary Fund and Bank, ratified by the Congress 
early this year. In the days prior to our entrance into the war, both 
before and after the enactment of the lend-lease legislation, he was in 
the forefront in facilitating and urging aid to our allies. His vision, 
skill, and determination in financing the war, in preserving the stability 
of our domestic economy during the difficult war period, and in foster- 
ing international fiscal cooperation are exemplary of the highest stand- 
ards of civilian services to the United States. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony held in the White 
House. 
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214 Citation Accompanying the Medal for Merit Awarded to 
Ralph K. Davies. December 12 , 1945 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE MEDAL FOR MERIT 
TO 

RALPH K. DAVIES 

RALPH K. DAVIES, for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per- 
formance of outstanding services to the United States. As Deputy Pe- 
troleum Administrator, Mr. Davies organized and directed the unique 
government-industry combination that achieved one of the outstanding 
victories of the war — ^the assurance of petroleum for every military and 
essential civilian need of the United Nations. Under his guidance, this 
unprecedented parmership furnished the United Nations with their 
most vital and most used munition. As a member of the President’s 
Committee on Oil, Mr. Davies played a leading part in formulating 
and negotiating an international oil agreement, executed by oflScials of 
the United States and Great Britain. To these high duties Mr. Davies 
brought profound oil knowledge, an incisive intellect, rare vision, the 
quiet power of a gifted organizer and executive, the courageous devo- 
tion of a man characterized by unflinching determination, and a deep 
sense of public service. 

Harry S. Truman 

note; The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony held in the White 
House. 


215 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Awarded to Admiral Ernest J. King. December 14, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the Gold Star in lieu of the Third Distinguished Service Medal to 

FLEET ADMIRAL ERNEST J. KING, UNITED STATES NAVY 

for service as set forth in the following 
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Citation: 

For exceptionally meritorious service to the Government of the United 
States in a duty of great responsibility as Commander-in-Chief of the 
United States Fleet from December 20, 1941, and concurrently as Chief 
of Naval Operations from March 18, 1942, to October 10, 1945. During 
the above periods, Fleet Admiral King, in his dual capacity, exercised 
complete military control of the naval forces of the United States Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard and directed all activities of these forces 
in conjunction with the U.S. Army and our Allies to bring victory to 
the United States. As the United States Naval Member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the Combined Chiefs of Staff, he coordinated the 
naval strength of this country with all agencies of the United States and 
of the Allied Nations, and with exceptional vision, driving energy, and 
uncompromising devotion to duty, he fulfilled his tremendous respon- 
sibility of command and direction of the greatest naval force the world 
has ever seen and the simultaneous expansion of all naval facihties in 
the prosecution of the war. With extraordinary foresight, sound judg- 
ment, and brilliant strategic genius, he exercised a guiding influence 
in the Allied strategy of victory. 

Analyzing with astute military acumen the multiple complexity of 
large-scale combined operations and the paramount importance of am- 
phibious warfare. Fleet Admiral King exercised a guiding influence in 
the formation of all operational and logistic plans and achieved com- 
plete coordination between the U.S. Navy and all Allied military and 
naval forces. 

His outstanding qualities of leadership throughout the greatest pe- 
riod of crisis in the history of our country were an inspiration to the 
forces under his command and to all associated with him. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony in the East Room 
at the White House. 


542 



Harry S. Truman, 1^4$ Dec. 15 [216] 

216 Statement by the President; United States Policy Toward 
China. December 15, 1945 

THE GOVERNMENT of the United States holds that peace and pros- 
perity of the world in this new and unexplored era ahead depend upon 
the ability of the sovereign nations to combine for collective security in 
the United Nations organization. 

It is the firm belief of this Government that a strong, united and 
democratic China is of the utmost importance to the success of this 
United Nations organization and for world peace. A China disor- 
ganized and divided either by foreign aggression, such as that under- 
taken by the Japanese, or by violent internal strife, is an undermining 
influence to world stability and peace, now and in the future. The 
United States Government has long subscribed to the principle that the 
management of internal afiairs is the responsibility of the peoples of 
the sovereign nations. Events of this century, however, would indicate 
that a breach of peace anywhere in the world threatens the peace of 
the entire world. It is thus in the most vital interest of the United 
States and all the United Nations that the people of China overlook no 
opportunity to adjust their internal differences prompdy by methods of 
peaceful negotiation. 

The Government of the United States believes it essential: 

(1) That a cessation of hostilities be arranged between the armies of 
the National Government and the Chinese Communists and other dis- 
sident Chinese armed forces for the purpose of completing the return 
of all China to effective Chinese control, including the immediate 
evacuation of the Japanese forces. 

(2) That a national conference of representatives of major political 
elements be arranged to develop an early solution to the present in- 
ternal strife— a solution which will bring about the unification of 
China. 

The United States and the other United Nations have recognized the 
present National Government of the Republic of China as the only legal 
government in China. It is the proper instrument to achieve the objec- 
tive of a unified China. 


63931—61 37 
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The United States and the United Kingdom by the Cairo Declara- 
tion in 1943 and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics by adhering 
to the Potsdam Declaration of last July and by the Sino-Soviet Treaty 
and Agreements of August 1945, are all committed to the liberation of 
China, including the return of Manchuria to Chinese control. These 
agreements were made with the National Government of the Republic 
of China. 

In continuation of the constant and close collaboration with the Na- 
tional Government of the Republic of China in the prosecution of this 
war, in consonance with the Potsdam Declaration, and to remove possi- 
bility of Japanese influence remaining in China, the United States has 
assumed a definite obligation in the disarmament and evacuation of the 
Japanese troops. Accordingly the United States has been assisting and 
will continue to assist the National Government of the Republic of 
China in effecting the disarmament and evacuation of Japanese troops 
in the liberated areas. The United States Marines are in north China 
for that purpose. 

The United States recognizes and wiU continue to recognize the Na- 
tional Government of China and cooperate with it in international 
affairs and specifically in eliminating Japanese influence from China. 
The United States is convinced that a prompt arrangement for a cessa- 
tion of hostilities is essential to the effective achievement of this end. 
United States support will not extend to United States miUtary inter- 
vention to influence the course of any Chinese internal strife. 

The United States has already been compelled to pay a great price 
to restore the peace which was first broken by Japanese aggression in 
Manchuria. The maintenance of peace in the Padfic may be jeopard- 
ized, if not frustrated, unless Japanese influence in China is wholly re- 
moved and unless China takes her place as a unified, democratic and 
peaceful nation. This is the purpose of the maintenance for the time 
being of United States military and naval forces in China. 

The United States is cognizant that the present National Govern- 
ment of China is a “one-party government” and believes that peac^ 
unity and democratic reform in China will be furthered if the basis of 
this Government is broadened to include other political elements in the 
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country. Hence, the United States strongly advocates that the national 
conference of representatives of major political elements in the country 
agree upon arrangements which would give those elements a fair and 
effective representation in the Chinese National Government. It is 
recognized that this would require modification of the one-party “po- 
litical tutelage” established as an interim arrangement in the progress 
of the nation toward democracy by the father of the Chinese Republic, 
Doctor Sun Yat-sen. 

The existence of autonomous armies such as that of the Co mm u nis t 
army is inconsistent with, and actually makes impossible, political tmity 
in China. With the institution of a broadly representative government, 
autonomous armies should be eliminated as such and all armed forces 
in China integrated effectively into the Chinese National Army. 

In line with its often expressed views regarding self-determination, 
the United States Government considers that the detailed steps neces- 
sary to the achievement of political unity in China must be worked out 
by the Chinese themselves and that intervention by any foreign govern- 
ment in these matters would be inappropriate. The United States Gov- 
ernment feels, however, that China has a clear responsibility to the 
other United Nations to eliminate armed conflict within its territory 
as constituting a threat to world stability and peace— a responsibility 
which is shared by the National Government and all Chinese political 
and military groups. 

As China moves toward peace and unity along the lines described 
above, the United States would be prepared to assist the National Gov- 
ernment in every reasonable way to rehabilitate the country, improve 
the agrarian and industrial economy, and establish a military organiza- 
tion capable of discharging China’s national and international respon- 
sibilities for the maintenance of peace and order. In furtherance of 
such assistance, it would be prepared to give favorable consideration to 
Chinese requests for credits and loans imder reasonable conditions for 
projects wltich would contribute toward the development of a healthy 
economy throughout China and healthy trade relations between China 
and the United States. 
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217 Veto of Bill Raising the Rank of Chiefs and Assistant 
Chiefs of Naval Bureaus. December 17, 1945 
The House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 1862, the principal pur- 
pose of which would be to give to chiefs of naval bureaus the rank of 
vice admiral and to the assistant chiefs of naval bureaus the rank of rear 
admiral. 

This enactment would extend preferential rank and retirement bene- 
fits to a particular group in one of the branches of our armed forces, 
and would not take into accoimt the matter of r ank and other benefits 
for personnel holding comparable assignments within other branches. 
This is piecemeal legislation. The time has arrived when we must con- 
sider all branches of our armed forces in the enactment of laws govern- 
ing rank, promotion, and other privileges and benefits and conditions 
of service. The matter of increased permanent rank for chiefs of bu- 
reaus of the Navy Department and their assistants should await deci- 
sion by the Congress on the matter of the organization and composi- 
tion of our whole post-war military establishment and consideration of 
the problem of suitable rank for higher commands and staff assign- 
ments in the ground, sea, and air forces. 

Harry S. Truman 


218 Special Message to the Congress Recommending the 
Establishment of a Department of National Defense. 
December 19, 1945 

T 0 the Congress of the United States: 

In my message of September 6, 1945 , 1 stated that I would communi- 
cate with the Congress from time to time during the current session 
with respect to a comprehensive and continuous program of national 
security. I pointed out the necessity of making timely preparation for 
the Nation’s long-range security now— while we are still mindful of 
what it has cost us in this war to have been unprepared. 

On October 23, 1945, as part of that program, there was presented 
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for your consideration a proposal for universal military training. It 
was based upon the necessities of maintaining a well-trained citizenry 
which could be quickly mobilized in time of need in support of a small 
professional military establishment. Long and extensive hearings have 
now been held by the Congress on this recommendation. I thhik that 
the proposal, in principle, has met with the overwhelming approval 
of the people of the United States. 

We are discharging our armed forces now at the rate of 1,500,000 a 
month. We can with fairness no longer look to the veterans of this 
war for any future military service. It is essential therefore that uni- 
versal training be instituted at the earliest possible moment to provide 
a reserve upon which we can draw if, unhappily, it should become 
necessary, A grave responsibility will rest upon the Congress if it con- 
tinues to delay this most important and urgent measure. 

Today, again in the interest of national security and world peace, I 
make this further recommendation to you. I recommend that the Con- 
gress adopt legislation combining the War and Navy Departments into 
one single Department of National Defense. Such unification is an- 
other essential step — along with universal training— in the development 
of a comprehensive and continuous program for our future safety and 
for the peace and security of the world. 

One of the lessons which have most clearly come from the costly and 
dangerous experience of this war is that there must be unified direction 
of land, sea and air forces at home as well as in all other parts of the 
world where our Armed Forces are serving. 

We did not have that kind of direction when we were attacked four 
years ago — and we certainly paid a high price for not having it. 

In 1941, we had two completely independent organizations with no 
well-established habits of collaboration and cooperation between them. 
If disputes arose, if there was failure to agree on a question of planning 
or a question of action, only the President of the United States could 
make a decision effective on both. Besides, in 1941, the air power of 
the United States was not organized on a par with the ground and sea 
forces. 

Our expedient for meeting these defects was the creation of the Joint 
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Chiefs of Staff. On this Committee sat the President’s Chief of Staff 
and the chiefs of the land forces, the naval forces, and the air forces. 
Under the Joint Chiefs were organized a number of committees bring- 
ing together personnel of the three services for joint strategic planning 
and for coordination of operations. This kind of coordination was 
better than no coordination at all, but it was in no sense a unified 
command. 

In the theaters of operation, meanwhile, we went further in the di- 
rection of unity by establishing unified commands. We came to the 
conclusion — soon confirmed by experience — ^that any extended military 
eflfort required over-all coordinated control in order to get the most out 
of the three armed forces. Ebid we not early in the war adopted this 
principle of a unified command for operations, our efforts, no matter 
how heroic, might have failed. 

But we never had comparable unified direction or command in 
Washington. And even in the field, our unity of operations was greatly 
impaired by the difEerences in training, in doctrine, in communication 
systems, and in supply and distribution systems, that stemmed from the 
division of leadership in Washington. 

It is true, we were able to win in spite of these handicaps. But it is 
now time to take stock, to discard obsolete organizational forms and 
to provide for the future the sotmdest, the most elective and the most 
economical kind of strucmre for our armed forces of which this most 
powerful Nation is capable. 

I urge this as the best means of keeping the peace. 

No nation now doubts the good will of the United States for the 
maintenance of a lasting peace in the world. Our purpose is shown 
by our efforts to establish an effective United Nations Organization. 
But all nations— and particularly those unfortunate nations which have 
felt the heel of the Nazis, the Fascists or the Japs— know tha t desire for 
peace is futile unless there is also enough strength ready and willing to 
enforce that desire in any emergency. Among the things that have 
encouraged aggression and the spread of war ux the past have been the 
unwillingness of the United States realistically to face this fact, and 
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her refusal to fortify her aims of peace before the forces of aggression 
could gather in strength. 

Now that our enemies have surrendered it has again become all too 
apparent that a portion of the American people are anxious to forget 
all about the war, and particularly to forget all the unpleasant factors 
which are required to prevent future wars. 

Whether we like it or not, we must all recognize that the victory 
which we have won has placed upon the American people the continu- 
ing burden of responsibility for world leadership. The future peace 
of the world will depend in large part upon whether or not the United 
States shows that it is really determined to continue in its role as a leader 
among nations. It will depend upon whether or not the United States 
is willing to maintain the physical strength necessary to act as a safe- 
guard against any future aggressor. Together with the other United 
Nations, we must be willing to make the sacrifices necessary to protect 
the world from future aggressive warfare. In short, we must be pre- 
pared to maintain in constant and immediate readiness sufficient mili- 
tary strength to convince any future potential aggressor that this Na- 
tion, in its determination for a lasting peace, means business. 

We would be taking a grave risk with the national security if we did 
not move now to overcome permanendy the present imperfections in our 
defense organization. However great was the need for coordination and 
unified command in World War II, it is sure to be greater if there is 
any future aggression against world peace. Technological developments 
have made the Armed Services much more dependent upon each other 
than ever before. The boundaries that once separated the Army’s battle- 
field from the Navy’s battlefield have been virtually erased. If there is 
ever going to be another global conflict, it is sure to take place simul- 
taneously on land and sea and in the air, with weapons of ever greater 
speed and range. Our combat forces must work together in one team 
as they have never been required to work together in the past. 

We must assume, further, that another war would strike much more 
suddenly than the last, and that it would strike directly at the United 
States. We cannot expect to be given the opportunity again to experi- 
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ment in organization and in ways of teamwork while the fighting pro- 
ceeds. True preparedness now means preparedness not alone in arma- 
ments and numbers of men, but preparedness in organization also. It 
means establishing in peacetime the kind of military organization which 
will be able to meet the test of sudden attack quickly and without hav- 
ing to improvise radical readjustment in structure and habits. 

The basic question is what organization will provide the most effec- 
tive employment of our military resources in time of war and the most 
effective means for maintaining peace. The manner in which we make 
this transition in the size, composition, and organization of the armed 
forces will determine the efficiency and cost of our national defense for 
many years to come. 

Improvements have been made since 1941 by the President in the 
organization of the War and Navy Departments, imder the War Powers 
Act. Unless the Congress acts before these powers lapse, these De- 
partments will revert to their prewar organizational status. This would 
be a grievous mistake. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff are not a unified command. It is a commit- 
tee which must depend for its success upon the voluntary cooperation 
of its member agencies. During the war period of extreme national 
danger, there was, of course, a high degree of cooperation. In peace- 
time the situation will be different. It must not be taken for granted 
that the Joint Chiefs of Staff as now constituted will be as effective m 
the apportionment of peacetime resources as they have been in the de- 
termination of war plans and in their execution. As national defense 
appropriations grow tighter, and as conflicting interests make them- 
selves felt in major issues of policy and strategy, xmanimous agreements 
will become more difficult to reach. 

It was obviously impossible in the midst of conflict to reorganize the 
armed forces of the United States along the lines here suggested. Now 
that our enemies have surrendered, I urge the Congress to proceed to 
bring about a reorganization of the management of the Armed Forces. 

Further studies of the general problem would serve no useful pur- 
pose. There is enough evidence now at hand to demonstrate beyond 
question the need for a unified department. A great many of the rea- 
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sons for establishing a single department have been brought out already 
in public discussion and in Congressional committee hearings. To me 
the most important reasons for combining the two existing Departments 
are these: 

I. We should have integrated strategic plans and a unified military 
program and budget. 

With the coming of peace, it is clear that we must not only continue, 
but strengthen, our present facilities for integrated planning. We can- 
not have the sea, land, and air members of our defense team working 
at what may turn out to be cross purposes, planning their programs on 
different assumptions as to the nature of the military establishment we 
need, and engaging in an open competition for funds. 

Strategy, program, and budget are all aspects of the same basic 
decisions. Using the advice of our scientists and our intelligence oflS- 
cers, we must make the wisest estimate as to the probable nature of any 
future attack upon us, determine accordingly how to organize and 
deploy our military forces, and allocate the available manpower, ma- 
teriel, and financial resources in a manner consistent with the over-all 
plan. 

Up to the present tim^ the makeup and balance of our Armed Forces 
have not been planned as a whole. Programs and budget requests from 
the Army and Navy have been formulated separately, on the basis of 
independent concepts of mission and function. These sejaratc pro- 
grams and budgets have not been considered together until after they 
have passed out of military hands and even out of the hands of the 
Secretaries of War and the Navy. The whole job of reconciling the 
divergent claims of the Departments has been thrust upon the President 
and the Congress. 

This war has demonstrated completely that the resources of this na- 
tion in manpower and in raw materials are not unlimited. To realize 
this is to comprehend the urgent need for finding a way to allocate 
these resources intelligently among the competing services. This means 
designing a balanced military structure reflecting a considered appor- 
tioiunent of responsibility among the services for the performance of a 
joint mission. 


63931—61 38 
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From experience as a member of the Congress, I know the great 
difficulty of appraising properly the over-all security needs of the nation 
from piecemeal presentations by separate departments appearing before 
separate congressional committees at different times. It is only by com- 
bining the armed forces into a single department that the Congress can 
have the advantage of considering a single coordinated and compre- 
hensive secimty program. 

2. We shotdd recdize the economies that can be achieved through 
unified control of supply and service functions. 

Instances of duplication among Army and Navy activities and fa- 
cilities have been brought to the attention of the Congress on many 
occasions. The degree of unity that was accomplished during the war 
in strategic planning and in theater command is in striking contrast 
with the separatism that prevailed in the whole range of supply and 
service functions. 

It will never be possible to achieve absolute coordination of the supply 
and service functions of all services. Neither the War Department nor 
the Navy Department has been able to eliminate all duplication even 
within its own organization. But there is no question that the extent 
of waste through lack of coordination between the two Departments 
is very much greater than the waste resulting from faulty coordination 
within each. If we can attain as much coordination among all the 
services as now exists within each department, we shall realize extensive 
savings. 

Consolidation of the Departments will, for example, reduce the 
volume of supplies that need to be procured. Supply requirements, 
for example, begin with a calculation of so many items per man to 
be supplied. But to this basic figure must be added margins of safety, 
to account for items in storage, transportation lags, breakdowns in 
delivery, emergency demands, and so forth. In these margins, savings 
can be made through unified systems of supply. As the volume 
handled in any supply system grows, the percentage factor which 
has to be added for reserves is reduced. 

In the same way, both the Army and the Navy must add a margin 
of safety to their requirements for production plants, depots, hospitals, 
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air training fields, and other types of construction common to both 
services. When the requirements are pooled, the total amount of 
margin may be reduced. The same is true of personnel. Each service 
must add a margin of safety in estimating its requirements for doctors, 
nurses, skilled mechanics, and other types of specialists. The total 
margin is greater if the computations are made separately. Another 
source of economy will be the pooling of facilities and personnel in 
localities where at present both services have to operate, but where 
from the nature of the circumstances, facilities and personnel are not 
fully used. 

Other examples of duplication could be cited. Business men have to 
deal with separate buyers, who may use separate specifications for 
items which could as well have the same specifications. Separate in- 
spectors are stationed in their plants. During this war, instances oc- 
curred where the purchase of all available quantities of certain items 
by one service resulted in acute shortages in the other service. Parallel 
transportation and storage systems required extra overhead. 

As the war progressed, it is true that increased cooperation reduced 
the extent of waste and conflict. But voluntary cooperation in such 
matters can never be expected to be fully effective. A siogle authority 
at the top would inevitably achieve a greater degree of economy than 
would be obtained under divided direction. 

3. We should adopt the organizational structure best suited to fos- 
tering coordination between the military and the remainder of the 
Government. 

Our military policy and program are only a part of a total national 
program aimed at achieving our national objectives of security and 
peace. This total program has many aspects, and many agencies of 
the Government must participate in its execution. 

Our military policy, for example, should be completely consistent 
with our foreign policy. It should be designed to support and reflect 
our commitments to the United Nations Organization. It should be 
adjusted according to the success or lack of success of our diplomacy. 
It should reflect our fullest knowledge of the capabilities and inten- 
tions of other powers. Likewise, our foreign policy should take into 
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account our military capabilities and the strategic power of our Armed 
Forces. 

A total security program has still other major aspects. A military 
program, standing alone, is useless. It must be supported in peace- 
time by planning for industrial mobilization and for development of 
industrial and raw material resources where these are insufiScient. 
Programs of scientific research must be developed for military purposes, 
and their results woven into the defense program. The findings of 
our intelligence service must be applied to all of these. 

Formulation and execution of a comprehensive and consistent na- 
tional program embracing all these activities are extremely difficult 
tasks. They are made more difficult the greater the number of depart- 
ments and agencies whose policies and programs have to be coordinated 
at the top level of the Executive Branch. They are simplified as the 
number of these agencies can be reduced. 

The consolidation of the War and Navy Departments would greatly 
facilitate the ease and speed with which the Armed Forces and the 
other departments could exchange views and come to agreement on 
matters of common concern. It would minimize the extent to which 
inter-service differences have to be discussed and settled by the civilian 
leaders whose main concern should be the more fundamental job of 
building over-all national policy. 

4. We should provide the strongest means for civilian control of the 
military. 

Civilian control of the military establishment— one of the most funda- 
mental of our democratic concepts— would be strengthened if the Presi- 
dent and the Congress had but one Cabinet member with clear and 
primary responsibility for the exercise of that control. When the mili- 
tary establishment is divided between two civilian Secretaries, each is 
limited necessarily to a restricted view of the military establishment. 
Consequently, on many fundamental issues where the civilian point of 
view should be controlling, the Secretaries of the two Departments are 
cast in the role of partisans of their respective Services, and real civilian 
control can be exercised by no one except the President or the Congress. 

During and since the war, the need for joint action by the Services 
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and for objective recommendations on military matters has led inevi- 
tably to increasing the authority of the only joint organization and the 
most nearly objective organization that exists— the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
But the Joint Chiefs of Staff are a strictly military body. Responsibility 
for civilian control should be clearly fixed in a single full-time civilian 
below the President. This requires a Secretary for the entire mili tary 
establishment, aided by a strong staff of civilian assistants. 

There is no basis for the fear that such an organization would lodge 
too much power in a single individual — ^that the concentration of so 
much military power would lead to militarism. There is no basis for 
such fear as long as the traditional policy of the United States is followed 
that a civilian, subject to the President, the Congress and the will of the 
people, be placed at the head of this Department The safety of the 
democracy of the United States lies in the solid good sense and unshak- 
able conviction of the American people. They need have no fear that 
their democratic liberties will be imperiled so long as they continue 
fulfilling their duties of citizenship. 

5. We should organize to provide parity for air power. 

Air power has been developed to a point where its responsibilities are 
equal to those of land and sea power, and its contribution to our strategic 
planning is as great. In operation, air power receives its separate assign- 
ment in the execution of an over-all plan. These facts were finally 
recognized in this war in the organizational parity which was granted 
to air power within our principal unified commands. 

Parity for air power can be achieved in one department or in three, 
but not in two. As between one department and three, the former 
is infinitely to be preferred. The advantages of a single department are 
indeed much clearer when the alternative is seen to be three depart- 
ments rather than the present two. The existence of three departments 
would complicate tremendously every problem of coordination that 
now exists between the War and Navy Departments, and between the 
Services and the rest of the goveriunent. 

The Cabinet is not merely a collection of executives administering 
different governmental functions. It is a body whose combined judg- 
ment the President uses to formulate the fundamental policies of the 
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administration. In such a group, which is designed to develop team- 
work wisdom on aU subjects that affect the political life of the country, 
it would be inappropriate and unbalanced to have three members repre- 
senting three different instruments of national defense. 

The President, as Commander-in-Chief, should not personally have 
to coordinate the Army and Navy and Air Force. With all the other 
problems before him, the President cannot be expected to balance either 
the organization, the training or the practice of the several branches 
of national defense. He should be able to rely for that coordination 
upon civilian hands at the Cabinet level. 

6. We should establish the most advantageous framewor\ for a uni- 
ted system of training for combined operations of land, sea and air. 

Whatever the form which any future war may take, we know that 
the men of our separate Services will have to work together in many 
kinds of combinations for many purposes. The Pacific campaign of 
the recent war is an outstanding example of common and joint effort 
among land, sea, and air forces. Despite its successes, that campaign 
proved that there is not adequate understanding among the oflEcers and 
men of any Service of the capabilities, the uses, the procedures, and the 
limitations of the other Services. 

This understanding is not something that can be created overnight 
whenever a combined operation is planned and a task force organized. 
The way men act in combat is determined by the sum total of all their 
previous training, indoctrination, and experience. 

What we seek is a structure which can best produce an integrated 
training program, carry on merged training activities where that is ap- 
propriate, and permit oflScers to be assigned in such a way that an in- 
dividual officer will learn first-hand of other Services besides the one 
in which he has specialized. The organizational framework most 
conducive to this kind of unified training and doctrine is a imified 
department. 

y. We should allocate systematically our limited resources for scientific 
research. 

No aspect of military preparedness is more important than scientific 
research. Given the limited amoimt of scientific talent that will be 
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available for military purposes, we must systematically apply that talent 
to research in the most promising lines and on the weapons with the 
greatest potentiality, regardless of the Service in which these weapons 
will be used. We caimot afford to waste any of our scientific resources 
in duplication of effort. 

This does not mean that all Army and Navy laboratories would 
be immediately or even ultimately consolidated. The objective should 
be to preserve initiative and enterprise while eliminating duplication 
and misdirected effort. This can be accomplished only, if we have an 
organizational structure which will permit fixing responsibility at the 
top for coordination among the Services. 

8. We should have unity of command in outlying bases. 

All military authority at each of our outlying bases should be placed 
under a single commander who will have clear responsibility for se- 
curity, who can be held clearly accountable, and whose orders come 
from a single authority in Washington. Reconnaissance planes, radar 
sets, and intelligence and counter-intelligence measures at a United 
States outpost are not intended to serve separate Services for different 
purposes. Unification of the Services offers a far greater guarantee of 
continued unity in the field than does our present organization. 

9. We shotdd have consistent and equitable personnel policies. 

There have been differences in personnel policies between the Army 

and the Navy during the war. They began with competitive recruit- 
ment for certain types of persons, and continued in almost every phase 
of personnel administration. In rates of promotion, in ways of selecting 
oflScers, in the utilization of reserve ofi&cers, in awards and decorations, 
in allowances and in point systems for discharge, the two Services have 
followed different policies. 

This inconsistency is highly undesirable. It will be reduced to a 
minimum under a imified organization. 


Any bill which is enacted to carry out these recommendations can- 
not provide immediately the ultimate organization plan to accomplish 
unification. It can only prescribe the general organization of the 
authorities at the top levels of the unified Department. 
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I recommend that the reorganization of the armed services be along 
the following broad lines : 

(1) There should be a single Department of National Defense. 
This Department should be charged with the full responsibility for 
armed national security. It should consist of the armed and civilian 
forces that are now included within the War and Navy Departments. 

(2) The head of this Department should be a civilian, a member 
of the President’s cabinet^ to be designated as the Secretary of National 
Defense. Under him there should be a civilian Under Secretary and 
several civilian Assistant Secretaries. 

(3) There should be three coordinated branches of the Department 
of National Defense: one for the land forces, one for the naval forces, 
and one for the air forces, each under an Assistant Secretary. The 
Navy should, of course, retain its own carrier, ship, and water-based 
aviation, which has proved so necessary for efficient fleet operation. 
And, of course, the Marine Corps should be continued as an integral 
part of the Navy. 

(4) The Under Secretary and the remaining Assistant Secretaries 
should be available for assignment to whatever duties the President and 
the Secretary may determine from time to time. 

(5) The President and the Secretary should be provided with ample 
authority to establish central coordinating and service organizations, 
both military and civilian, where these are found to be necessary. Some 
of these might be placed under Assistant Secretaries, some might be 
organized as central service organizations, and some might be organ- 
ized in a top military staff to integrate the military leadership of the 
department. I do not believe that we can specify at this time the exact 
nature of these organizations. They must be developed over a period 
of time by the President and the Secretary as a normal part of their 
executive responsibilities. Sufficient strength in these department-wide 
elements of the department, as opposed to the separate Service elements, 
will insure that real unification is ultimately obtained. The Pres- 
ident and the Secretary should not be limited in their authority to 
establish department-wide coordinating and service organizations. 

(6) There should be a Chief of Staff of the Department of National 
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Defense. There should also be a commander for each of the three 
component branches — ^Army, Navy, and Air. 

(7) The Chief of Staff and the commanders of the three coordinate 
branches of the Department should together constitute an advisory 
body to the Secretary of National Defense and to the President. There 
should be nothing to prevent the President, the Secretary, and other 
civilian authorities from commimicating vi^ith the commanders of any 
of the components of the Department on such vital matters as basic 
military strategy and policy and the division of the budget. Further- 
more, the key staff positions in the Department should be filled ■with 
officers drawn from all the services, so that the thinking of the Depart- 
ment would not be dominated by any one or two of the services. 

As an additional precaution, it would be wise if the post of Chief 
of Staff were rotated among the several services, whenever practicable 
and advisable, at least during the period of evolution of the new uni- 
fied Department. The tenure of the individual officer designated to 
serve as Chief of Staff should be relatively short— two or three years— 
and should nol^ except in time of a war emergency declared by the 
Congress, be extended beyond that period. 

Unification of the services must be looked upon as a long-term job. 
We all recognize that there will be many complications and difficul- 
ties. Legislation of the character outlined will provide us with the 
objective, and with the initial means whereby forward-looking leader- 
ship in the Department, both military and civilian, can bring real unifi- 
cation into being. Unification is much more than a matter of organiza- 
tion. It ■will require new ■viewpoints, new doctrine, and new habits 
of thinking throughout the departmental structure. But in the com- 
parative leisure of peacetime, and utiliziag the skill and experience of 
our staff and field commanders who brought us victory, we should 
start at once to achieve the most efficient instrument of national safety. 

Once a unified department has been established, other steps neces- 
sary to the formulation of a comprehensive national security program 
can be taken with greater ease. Much more than a beginning has al- 
ready been made in achieving consistent political and military policy 
through the establishment of the State-War-Navy Coordinating Com- 
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mittee. With respect to military research, I have in a previous mes- 
sage to the Congress proposed the establishment of a federal research 
agency, among whose responsibilities should be the promotion and co- 
ordination of fundamental research pertaining to the defense and 
security of the Nation. The development of a coordinated, govern- 
ment-wide intelligence system is in process. As the advisability of 
additional action to insure a broad and coordinated program of na- 
tional security becomes clear, I shall make appropriate recommenda- 
tions or take the necessary action to that end. 

The American people have all been enlightened and gratified by 
the free discussion which has taken place within the Services and before 
the committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives. The 
Congress, the people, and the President have benefited from a clari- 
fication of the issues that could have been provided in no other way. 
But however strong the opposition that has been expressed by some of 
our outstanding senior officers and civilians, I can assure the Congress 
that once unification has been determined upon as the policy of this 
nation, there is no officer or civilian in any Service who will not con- 
tribute his utmost to make the unification a success. 

I make these recommendations in the full realization that we are 
undertaking a task of greatest difficulty. But I am certain that when 
the task is accomplished, we shall have a military establishment far 
better adapted to carrying out its share of our national program for 
achieving peace and security. 

Habry S. Truman 


note: On July 26, 1947, the President 
approved the National Security Act of 
1947 (Pvhlic Law 253, 80th Cong., 61 
Stat. 495) which provided for a Secre- 


tary of Defense and for a National 
Military Establishment comprising De- 
partments of the Army, the Navy, and 
the Air Force, and related stafiE agencies. 
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219 Special Message to the Senate Transmitting Nominations 
of United States Representatives to the United Nations. 
December 19, 1945 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In conformity with the provisions of S. 1580 , 1 am sending to the Sen- 
ate herewith for its advice and consent nominations of the American 
representatives and alternate representatives for the first part of the 
first meeting of the General Assembly of the United Nations which is to 
convene in London early in January. I am also sending to the Senate 
herewith the nomination of the American representative to the Se- 
curity Cotmcil which will also meet in London sometime in January as 
soon as that body has been established through the election of its non- 
permanent members by the General Assembly. 

Section 2(d) of the pending bill wisely provides that the President, 
or the Secretary of State at the direction of the President, may represent 
the United States at any meeting of the United Nations regardless of 
those provisions which call for the appointment of representatives by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate. At my request the Secre- 
tary of State will, for at least a portion of the session, attend the initial 
session of the General Assembly. For that reason I am sending to the 
Senate the nominations of only four representatives to the General 
Assembly. The Secretary of State will, during the period he is present, 
act as the senior representative of the United States to the General As- 
sembly. The nominations of the Alternates will insure that there will 
at all times be five representatives of the United States qualified under 
the provisions of S. 1580. 

Hasry S. Truman 


note: The President transmitted with 
the message the following nominations: 

U.S. Representative to the United 
Nations with the rank and status of 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary, and U.S. Representative to 
the Security Council: Edward R, Stet- 
tinius, Jr. 


U.S. Representatives to the first part 
of the First Session of the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly to be held in London, 
January 1946: Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.; 
Tom Connally, U.S. Senator from 
Texas; Arthur H. Vandenberg, U.S. 
Senator from Michigan; and Mrs. Anna 
Eleanor Roosevelt. 
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Alternate U.S. Representatives to the Charles A. Eaton, U.S. Representative 
first part o£ the First Session of the from New Jersey; Frank C. Walker; 
U.N. General Assembly: Sol Bloom, John Foster Dulles; and John G. Town- 
U.S. Representative from New York; send, Jr. 


220 Statement by the President Upon Signing the 
Reorganization Act of 1945. December 20, 1945 

I AM PLEASED today to sign the Reorganization Act of 1945, for 
I believe that in this Act the Congress has established a procedure 
which should lead to substantial improvements in the organization and 
management of the Government. 

Under the authority of the Act, I shall imdertake a systematic review 
of the Government agencies with a view to regrouping their functions 
in the most efficient and economical manner and abolishing such 
functions or agencies as may not be necessary. 

The Director of the Bureau of the Budget has been instructed to 
obtain the recommendations of all departments and establishments 
covered by the Act and to take the lead in preparing the necessary 
reorganization plans for my consideration. He will work with the 
Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion insofar as the reorgan- 
ization proposals relate to the reconversion of the war agencies. 

While I anticipate that this Act will result in some reduction of 
administrative expenditures in the agencies affected by reorganization 
plans, I do not consider it probable that we will generally save as much 
as 25 percent, as suggested in the Act. I wish to point out, also, that 
administrative expenditures are only a small proportion of the cost of 
Govenunent. Substantial savings in Government expenditures can 
come only from reductions in the Governmental programs themselves, 
and these are made as a rule through the normal budgetary and appro- 
priations processes, not through reorganization action. 

The results of reorganization will be evident primarily in the in- 
creased effectiveness of Government operations. Regrouping and con- 
solidation to bring together those agencies having related purposes 
will lead to a greater consistency in the policies of the agencies and 
better coordination of their programs in operation. This should mean 
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also a simpler and clearer relation between the agencies of the Gov- 
ernment and the public. Through these means, the Act will enable us 
better to adapt the Government for carrying out its responsibility of 
serving the people. 

note: The Reorganization Act of 1945 is Public Law 263, 79th Congress (59 Stat. 
613). 


221 The President’s Netvs Conference of 
December 20, 1945 

THE PREsroENT. [i.] I Want to make a statement in connection with 
the factfinding boards, and this will be available in mimeographed 
form when you go out. 

“In appointing a factfinding board in an industrial dis- 
pute where one of the questions at issue is wages, it is essential to a 
fulfillment of its duty that the board have the authority, whenever it 
deems it necessary, to examine the books of the employer. That au- 
thority is essential to enable the board to determine the ability of the 
employer to pay an increase in wages where such ability is in question. 
Ability to pay is always one of the facts relevant to the issue of an in- 
crease in wages. 

“This does not mean that the Government or its factfinding board 
is going to endeavor to fix a rate of return for the employer. It docs 
mean, however, that since wages are paid out of earnings, the question 
of earnings is relevant. 

“The detailed information, obtained from the books of an employer 
should not be made public. Such a disclosure would place the employer 
at a disadvantage with respect to his competitors. But the factfinding 
board should unquestionably have the right to examine the employer’s 
books where it deems it necessary in order to make up its own mind 
as to whether a demand for an increase is justified, and to make public 
all fin ding s based on such information, that it deems relevant to the 
controversy. 

“That is one of the things I meant when I stated in my message of 
December 3, 1945, to Congress, and I quote: 
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“ The Board should be . . . directed to make a thorough investiga- 
tion of all the facts which it deems relevant in the controversy.’ 

“This is nothing new. There are many instances where the books 
of corporations are opened for inspection to representatives of the State 
and Federal Governments and where the information so obtained is 
used solely by such officials to carry out their functions. 

“To confer the right to examine books is one of the main purposes of 
granting subpoena power to the factfinding boards. I trust that the 
Congress, which is the only body authorized to grant such power, will 
do so quickly. 

“In view of the public interest involved, it would be highly unfor- 
tunate if any party to a dispute should refuse to cooperate with a fact- 
finding board.” 

[2.] Now, I am going to have for release for you the letter which 
I sent today — identical letters to Senator Wagner and Representative 
Carter Manasco, in regard to the full employment bill, which is in 
conference— those two gentlemen are the Chairmen of the House and 
Senate conferees— calling attention to the fact that the Senate bill 
more nearly complies with the message which was sent to the Congress, 
and expressing the hope that the Senate bill will be adopted by the 
conferees. The release will speak for itself.^ 

I also want to say while— in that same connection, that I am highly 
appreciative of the sincere efiorts that a large number of Congress- 
men and Senators put forth in an endeavor to get a full employment 
bill on the books. 

Now then, I am ready for questions. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, oftentimes when you talk about opening up 
the books of employers, there is a counterproposal made that the unions’ 
books should be opened up. Is there anything you could tell us as to 
your views on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think that power applies to everything that is rele- 
vant with regard to wages and prices. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, when would you send the message to Con- 
gress on the British loan ? 

^ See Item 222. 
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THE FREsiDENT. As sooii as the State Department has the thing in 
shape to send down. I told the people who are interested in that, that 
the message would not go down imtil after the holidays. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, some people in the Navy seem to think that 
part of the unification message was intended to muzzle naval officers, 
and to stop further discussion by them of the whole question of unifi- 
cation. Was that your intention ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No such intention in view. There has never been 
any attempt to muzzle anybody. I want everybody to express his hon- 
est opinion on the subject, and I want to get the best results that are 
possible. In order to do that, I want the opinions of everybody. And 
nobody has been muzzled. 

It will be necessary now, though, for all people who are in the serv- 
ices, to make a statement that they are expressing their personal views 
and not the views of the administration. 

I have expressed those views myself. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, have you decided what action you are going 
to have on the congressional bill returning the employment services 
to the States ? 

THE PREsroENT. I haven’t seen that bill as yet. I will very forcibly 
express my opinion whenever I have seen the bill and had a chance to 
read it. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, a broadcaster out of Japan today made the 
assertion that General MacArthur has threatened to resign— is upset 
about the possibility that Russia might have a part in the occupation 
of Japan. Could you say anything to bring that back into proper 
perspective? 

THE PRESIDENT. I know nothing about it. 

Q. About such a statement? 

THE PRESIDENT. About any such statement, and I don’t think General 
MacArthur has made any such statement. I know he has made no such 
statement to either me or the Secretary of War. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, speaking of resignations, do you expect Secre- 
tary Forrestal to resign? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Secretary Forrestal has been trying to resign 
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ever since I have been here, but I hope he won’t resign at a very early 
date. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, do you care to say what you discussed with 
Mr. Pelley and Mr. Fort of the Railroad Association ? 

THE PKEsiDENT. They Were discussing the Bulwinkle bill. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, there is a report from London that the 
British Navy rather than the American Navy broke the Japanese code, 
and the Navy says that anything on that report would have to come 
from the White House rather than from the Navy Department. Do 
you have any comment ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know anything about it. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, have you yet evolved any plan of civil ad- 
ministration of the American Zone in Germany } 

THE PRESIDENT. It is Under discussion. No plan has been evolved as 
yet. 

Q. No date set as yet.? 

THE PRESIDENT. No date Set We hope it will be before the 30th of 
June, however. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, are we to take your further statement about 
labor unions at the beginning, that you would— you think labor unions 
should open their books 

THE PRESIDENT. Why certainly— why certainly. It will be a fact- 
finding board to arrive at its opinion for anything that they deem rele- 
vant in the controversy. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the progress 
of the Moscow conference of foreign ministers.? 

THE PRESIDENT. There is no comment. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, in your reference to the rights of subpoena, 
on what would that authority or that right be based.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, on the right to get the information that is 
necessary to settle the controversy. Congress can delegate that power 
to anybody. 

Q. Union books, Mr. President.? 

THE PRESIDENT. Anything. 

Q. There has been talk that the operators — manufacturers — Gen- 
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eral Motors might walk out of the factfinding board, if the pressure 
were put on for its books at that time, and we couldn’t expect anything 
further imtil congressional action? 

THE PREsroENT. Well, I hope they won’t take that attitude, because 
that won’t reflect to their credit. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, has Dr. Tugwell asked to be relieved as 
Governor of Puerto Rico? 

THE PRESIDENT. One of the first things I received was the resignation 
of Dr. Tugwell. I asked him to stay. 

Q. Did he renew his request to resign when he was in here ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes,hedid. 

Q. And you asked him to stay? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, I Still Want him to stay. 

Q. Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT. Let me answer this lady’s question. 

[16.] Q. Going back to the full employment bill, would you want 
the House machinery as established in the House biU merged with the 
Senate bill at all? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think the Senate version is the best version of the 
full employment bill. That is what I wanted to get over. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Tugwell is going to stay? 

THE PRESIDENT. For a while, yes. 

Q. How long is “a while,” Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I Can’t State that. I don’t know. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, if— I may have misunderstood the gentle- 
man, but is there any relation between wages and the books of a union, 
which are merely books of dues collected and expenses 

THE PRESIDENT. Not that I know of. And if they were relevant to 
investigating, the subpoena power would be there. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, would you care to say anything on the 
policy of this Government towards Spain and the Franco government? 

THE KRESiDENT. It has been expressed at Potsdam. If you will read 
the Potsdam Declaration, you will find it. 

[20.] Q. Mr. President, can you say anything about your discussion 
with General Gregory this morning? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No. No commcnt On that. 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, may I ask a question? Do you consider 
that this present factfinding board in the General Motors case has au- 
thority to— they don’t have any legislative authority ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Only authority they have is under the War Powers 
Act. We have got all the power existing tinder the War Powers Act. 

Q. Mr. President, a spokesman for General Motors said positively 
today that he would retire the corporation— the corporation would 
leave the factfinding board. What is the next step under those cir- 
cumstances? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Very sorry to hear that. I hope he will recon- 
sider that and not do it. 

[22.] Q. hfr. President, do you have any intentions, or any plans, 
of going to London at any time during the United Nations Assembly 
meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[23.] Q. Mr. President, imder the Powers Act — ^under the War 
Powers Act, does the panel have power to subpoena books or would 
that be purely voluntary? 

THE PRESIDENT. That would be purely voluntary. They have not 
got the power, and nobody can give that power but the Congress. 

[24.] Q. Another point, going back to the full employment bill. 
Would you consider the House version of the full employment bill 
acceptable? 

THE PRESIDENT. I WOuld nOt. 

Q. Well, thank you, Mr. President, and a Merry Christmas! 

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you. 

Voices: Merry Christmas! 

THE PRESIDENT. Merry Christmas to all of you. I hope you have a 
grand Christmas, all of you. 

note: President Truman’s fortieth news White House at 4 pjn. on Thursday, 
conference was held in his ofSce at the December 20, 1945. 
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222 Letter to Senator Wagner and Representative Manasco 
Concerning the Full Employment Bill 
December 20, 1945 
Dear : 

The Full Employment Bill adopted by the Senate modified the 
language of the original bill but did not remove its essential provisions. 

On December 14, 1945, however, the House sent to conference a 
wholly new measure lacking the essential features of the Full Employ- 
ment BiU as passed by the Senate. Many of the Representatives who 
voted for the House bill did so, I believe, in the belief that the conferees 
would have an opportunity to restore the essentials of the Senate bill. 

In my opinion no bill which provides substantially less than the Sen- 
ate version can efficiently accomplish the purposes intended. I urge 
the conferees to support the essential characteristics of the Full Em- 
ployment Bill as contained in the legislation adopted by the Senate by 
a vote of 71 to 10. 

The essential characteristics of effective legislation to establish a na- 
tional policy in respect to employment opportunity, as I see them, were 
described in my message to the Congress on September 6, as follows: 

“A national reassertion of the right to work for every American 
citizen able and willing to work— a declaration of the ultimate duty of 
Government to use its own resources if all other methods should fail to 
prevent prolonged unemployment — these will help to avert fear and 
establish full employment. The prompt and firm acceptance of this 
bedrock public responsibility will reduce the need for its exercise. 

“I ask that full employment legislation to provide these vital assur- 
ances be speedily enacted . . 

I hope that the Congress will adopt a bill substantially in the form 
passed by the Senate. 

Very sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 


note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to the Honorable Robert F. 
Wagner, the United States Senate, and 
to the Honorable Carter Manasco, the 
House of Representatives. Senator 


Wagner and Representative Manasco 
were the chairmen of the conferees of 
the Senate and of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, respectively, on the full em- 
ployment bill. 
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223 Letter to Dr. Isaiah. Bowman on Federal Assistance for 
Scientific Research. December 20, 1945 

[ Released December 20, 1945. Dated December 14, 1945 ] 

My dear Doctor Bowman: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated November 24, 1945, 
on behalf of the newly organized Committee supporting the Bush 
report, regarding the science legislation now pending before the 
Congress. 

I am keenly interested in the development of research and of ap- 
propriate Federal assistance therefor. Brilliant results have been 
achieved by the scientists during the war. The people deserve these 
restilts in peace as well. 

My views on the soundest form of Federal assistance have been 
stated both in my Message to Congress on September 6, 1945, and 
in the statements made by the Director of War Mobilization and Re- 
conversion and the Director of the Budget. 

These views were expressed after the fullest consideration of the 
best interests of all concerned, after consultation with scientists, with 
public administrators and with students of Government, after con- 
sidering the Bush report and the committee reports on which it was 
based, and after weighing the views expressed in your letter which had 
previously been called to my attention. 

I appreciate the interest taken in this subject by members of your 
Committee, and feel sure that their basic objectives of freedom of 
research, and non-partisan administration of a program of aid to sci- 
entific research and education, will be attained xmder such an organi- 
zation as I have recommended. 

I am confident that I can count on them to support scientific re- 
search with the same zeal that has made our scientists so eminent. 

Very sincerely, 

Habuy S. Truman 

[Dr. Isaiah Bowman, President, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland] 

note: The Bush report, entitled “Sd- ment Printing Office, 1945), was pre- 
cnce, the Endless Frontier” (Govern- pared at the request of President Roose- 
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velt and was submitted to President 
Truman by Dr. Vannevar Bush, Di- 
rector, Office of Scientific Research and 
Development. The report was reissued 


in i960 by the National Science Foun- 
dation as part of the observance of the 
Foundation’s loth anniversary. 


224 Letter to the Administrator, Federal Works Agency, 
Asking Him To Head a Confarence on Traffic Safety. 
December 21, 1945 

[ Released December 21, 1945. Dated December 18, 1945 ] 

Dear General: 

I am deeply concerned by the extent of traffic accidents on the Na- 
tion’s streets and highways which have increased alarmingly since the 
end of gasoline rationing. The loss of life, the bodily injuries, and the 
destruction of property resulting from these accidents are a drain upon 
the nation’s resources which we cannot possibly allow to continue. 

It is my intention to call into conference at the White House next 
spring representatives of the States and municipalities who have legal 
responsibility in matto’s of highway traffic, together with representa- 
tives of the several national organizations which have a primary interest 
in traffic safety. I hope that additional means roay be devised by such 
a conference to make our streets and highways safer for motorists and 
for the public before the beginning of the automobile touring season of 
1946. 

The Federal Works Agency, through its Public Roads Administra- 
tion, is the organization that is concerned with matters relating to high- 
way construction and transport. 

Therefore, I should like to have you, as Administrator of the Federal 
Works Agency, head up the conference. I suggest, as a necessary pre- 
liminary step, that you call into consultation in the near future appro- 
priate representatives of the interests involved in order to lay the ground- 
work and prepare the agenda for the conference. 

Very sincerely, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Major General PhUip B. Fleming, Administrator, Federal Works Agency] 
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note: The White House release of the 
President’s letter stated that information 
supplied to the President showed that 
traffic fatalities in the United States 
totaled 2,510 during August (the month 
in which gasoline rationing ended). 


2,839 September, and 3,440 in Oc- 
tober. These figures represented in- 
creases of 30, 40, and 50 percent, re- 
spectively, over corresponding months 
in 1944. 


225 Statement and Directive by the President on Immigration 
to the United States of Certain Displaced Persons and 
Refugees in Europe. December 22, 1945 

THE WAR has brought in its wake an appalling dislocation of popu- 
lations in Europe. Many humanitarian organizations, including the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, are doing 
their utmost to solve the multitude of problems arising in connection 
with this dislocation of hundreds of thousands of persons. Every effort 
is being made to return the displaced persons and refugees in the various 
countries of Europe to their former homes. The great difficulty is that 
so many of these persons have no homes to which they may return. 
The immensity of the problem of displaced persons and refugees is 
almost beyond comprehension. 

A number of countries in Europe, including Switzerland, Sweden, 
France, and England, are working toward its solution. The United 
States shares the responsibility to relieve the suffering. To the extent 
that our present immigration laws permit, everything possible should 
be done at once to facilitate the entrance of some of these displaced 
persons and refugees into the United States. 

In this way we may do something to relieve human misery, and set an 
example to the other countries of the world which are able to receive 
some of these war sufferers. I feel that it is essential that we do this 
ourselves to show our good faith in requesting other nations to open 
their doors for this purpose. 

Most of these persons are natives of Central and Eastern Europe and 
the Balkans. The immigration quotas for all these countries for one 
year total approximately 39,000, two-thirds of which are allotted to 
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Germany. Under the law, in any single month the number of visas 
issued cannot exceed ten per cent of the axmual quota. This means 
that from now on only about 3900 visas can be issued each month to 
persons who are natives of these countries. 

Very few persons from Europe have migrated to the United States 
during the war years. In the fiscal year 1942, only ten per cent of the 
i m migration quotas was used; in 1943, five per cent; in 1944, six per 
cent; and in 1945, seven per cent. As of November 30, 1945, the end 
of the fifth month of the present fiscal year, only about ten per cent of 
the quotas for the European countries has been used. These unused 
quotas however do not accumulate through the years, and I do not 
intend to ask the Congress to change this rule. 

The factors chiefly responsible for these low immigration figures 
were restraints imposed by the enemy, transportation difficulties, and 
the absence of consular facilities. Most of those Europeans who have 
been admitted to the United States during the last five years were 
persons who left Europe prior to the war, and thereafter entered here 
from non-European countries. 

I consider that common decency and the fundamental comradeship 
of all human beings require us to do what lies within our power to see 
that our established immigration quotas are used in order to reduce 
human suffering. I am taking the necessary steps to see that this is 
done as quickly as possible. 

Of the displaced persons and refugees whose entrance into the 
United States we will permit imder this plan, it is hoped that the 
majority will be orphaned children. The provisions of law prohibiting 
the entry of persons likely to become public charges will be strictly 
observed. Responsible welfare organizations now at work in this field 
will guarantee that these children will not become public charges. 
S imilar guarantees have or will be made on behalf of adult persons. 
The record of these welfare organizations throughout the past years 
has been excellent, and I am informed that no persons admitted under 
their sponsorship have ever become charges on their communities. 
Moreover, many of the immigrants will have close family ties in the 
United States and will receive the assistance of their relatives tmtil they 
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are in a position to provide for themselves. 

These relatives or organizations will also advance the necessary visa 
fees and travel fare. Where the necessary funds for travel fare and visa 
fees have not been advanced by a welfare organization or relative, the 
individual applicant must meet these costs. In this way the transpor- 
tation of these immigrants across the Atlantic will not cost the Ameri- 
can taxpayers a single dollar. 

In order to enter the United States it is necessary to obtain a visa 
from a consular officer of the Department of State. As everyone 
knows, a great many of our consular establishments all over the world 
were disrupted and their operations suspended when the war came. 
It is physically impossible to reopen and to restaff all of them overnight. 
Consequently it is necessary to choose the area in which to concentrate 
our immediate efforts. This is a painful necessity because it requires 
us to make an almost impossible choice among degrees of misery. But 
if we refrain from making a choice because it will necessarily be arbi- 
trary, no choice will ever be made and we shall end by helping no one. 

The decision has been made, therefore, to concentrate our immediate 
efforts in the American zones of occupation in Europe. This is not 
intended however entirely to exclude issuance of visas in other parts 
of the world. 

In our zones in Europe there are citizens of every major European 
country. Visas issued to displaced persons and refugees will be charged, 
according to law, to the countries of their origin. They will be dis- 
tributed fairly among persons of aU faiths, creeds and nationality. 

It is intended that, as soon as practicable, regular consular facilities 
will be reestablished in every part of the world, and the usual, orderly 
methods of registering and reviewing visa applications will be resumed. 
The pressing need, however, is to act now in a way that will produce 
imm ediate and tangible results. I hope that by early spring adequate 
consular facilities will be in operation in our zones in Europe, so that 
immigration can begin immediately upon the availability of ships. 

I am informed that there are various measures now pending before 
the Congress which would either prohibit or severely reduce further 
immigration. I hope that such legislation will not be passed. This 
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period of unspeakable human distress is not the time for us to close or 
to narrow our gates. I wish to emphasize, however, that any effort 
to bring relief to these displaced persons and refugees must and will 
be strictly within the limits of the present quotas as imposed by law. 

There is one particular matter involving a relatively small number of 
aliens. President Roosevelt, in an endeavor to assist in handling dis- 
placed persons and refugees during the war and upon the reconunenda- 
tion of the War Refugee Board, directed that a group of about 1000 
displaced persons be removed from refugee camps in Italy and settled 
temporarily in a War Relocation Camp near Oswego, New York. 
Shortly thereafter. President Roosevelt informed the Congress that these 
persons would be returned to their homelands after the war. 

Upon the basis of a careful survey by the Department of State and 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, it has been determined 
that if these persons were now applying for admission to the United 
States most of them would be admissible under the immigration laws. 
In the circumstances, it would be inhumane and wasteful to require 
these people to go all the way back to Europe merely for the purpose of 
applying there for immigration visas and returning to the United States. 
Many of them have close relatives, including sons and daughters, who 
are citizens of the United States and who have served and are serving 
honorably in the armed forces of our country. I am therefore directing 
the Secretary of State and the Attorney General to adjust the immigra- 
tion status of the members of this group who may wish to remain here, 
in strict accordance with existing laws and regulations. 

The number of persons at the Oswego camp is, however, compara- 
tively small. Our major task is to facilitate the entry into the United 
States of displaced persons and refugees still in Europe. To meet this 
larger problem, I am directing the Secretary of State, the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Secretary of War, the War Shipping Administrator and the 
Surgeon General of the Public Health Service to proceed at once to take 
all appropriate steps to expedite the quota inunigration of displaced 
persons and refugees from Europe to the United States. Representa- 
tives of these officials will depart for Europe very soon to prepare de- 
tailed plans for the prompt execution of this project. 


68931 -— 
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The attached directive has been issued by me to the responsible gov- 
ernment agencies to carry out this policy. I wish to emphasize, above 
all, that nothing in this directive will deprive a single American soldier 
or his wife or children of a berth on a vessel homeward bound, or delay 
their return. 

This is the opportunity for America to set an example for the rest of 
the world in cooperation towards alleviating human misery. 


DHtECnVE BY THE PRESIDENT ON IMMIGRATION 
TO THE UNITED STATES OF CERTAIN DISPLACED PERSONS AND REFUGEES IN 

EUROPE 

Memorandum to: Secretary of State, Secretary of War, Attorney Gen- 
eral, War Shipping Administrator, Surgeon General of the Public 
Health Service, Director Generd of UNRRA: 

The grave dislocation of populations in Europe resulting from the 
war has produced human suffering that the people of the United 
States cannot and will not ignore. This Government should take every 
possible measure to facilitate full immigration to the United States 
under existing quota laws. 

The war has most seriously disrupted our normal facilities for han- 
dling immigration matters in many parts of the world. At the same 
time, the demands upon those facilities have increased many-fold. It 
is, therefore, necessary that immigration under the quotas be resumed 
initially in the areas of greatest need. I, therefore, direct the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of War, the Attorney General, the Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the Public Health Service, the War Shipping Administrator, 
and other appropriate officials to take the following action: 

The Secretary of State is directed to establish with the utmost despatch 
consular facilities at or near displaced person and refugee assembly 
center areas in the American zones of occupation. It shall be the re- 
sponsibility of these consular officers, in conjunction with the Immi- 
grant Inspectors, to determine as quickly as possible the eligibility of 
the applicants for visas and admission to the United States. For this 
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purpose the Secretary will, if necessary, divert the personnel and funds 
of his Department from other functions in order to insure the most 
expeditious handling of this operation. In cooperation with the At- 
torney General, he shall appoint as temporary vice-consuls, author- 
ized to issue visas, such officers of the Immigration and Natur a lization 
Service as can be made available for this program. Within the limits of 
administrative discretion, the officers of the Department of State as- 
signed to this program shall make every effort to simplify and to hasten 
the process of issuing visas. If necessary, blocs of visa numbers may be 
assigned to each of the emergency consular establislxments. Each 
such bloc may be used to meet the applications filed at the consular 
estabhshment to which the bloc is assigned. It is not intended how- 
ever entirely to exclude the issuance of visas in other parts of the 
world. 

Visas should be distributed fairly among persons of all faiths, creeds 
and nationalities. I desire that special attention be devoted to orphaned 
children to whom it is hoped the majority of visas will be issued. 

With respect to the requirement of law that visas may not be issued 
to applicants likely to become public charges after admission to the 
United States, the Secretary of State shall cooperate with the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service in perfecting appropriate arrangements 
with welfare organizations in the United States which may be prepared 
to guarantee financial support to successful applicants. This may be 
accomplished by corporate affidavit or by any means deemed appropri- 
ate and practicable. 

The Secretary of War, subject to limitations imposed by the Congress 
on War Department appropriations, will give such help as is practicable 
in: 

(a) Furnishing information to appropriate consular officers and Im- 
migrant Inspectors to facilitate in the selection of applicants for visas; 
and 

(b) Assisting xmtil other facilities suffice in: (i) transporting im- 
migrants to a European port; (2) feeding, housing and providing 
medical care to such immigrants until embarked; and 

(c) Making available office facilities, billets, messes, and transpor- 
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tation for Department of State, Department of Justice, and United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration personnel connected 
with this work, where practicable and requiring no out-of-pocket ex- 
penditure by the War Department and when other suitable facilities 
are not available. 

The Attorney General, through the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service, will assign personnel to duty in the American zones of 
occupation to make the immigration inspections, to assist consular offi- 
cers of the Department of State in connection with the issuance of 
visas, and to take the necessary steps to settle the cases of those aliens 
presendy interned at Oswego through appropriate statutory and ad- 
ministrative processes. 

The Administrator of the War Shipping Administration will make 
the necessary arrangements for water transportation from the port of 
embarkation in Europe to the United States subject to the provision 
that the movement of immigrants will in no way interfere with the 
scheduled return of service personnel and their spouses and children 
from the European theater. 

The Surgeon General of the Public Health Service will assign to 
duty in the American zones of occupation the necessary personnel to 
conduct the mental and physical examinations of prospective immi- 
grants prescribed in the immigration laws. 

The Director General of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration will be requested to provide all possible aid to 
the United States authorities in preparing these people for transporta- 
tion to the United States and to assist in their care, particularly in the 
cases of children in transit and others needing special attention. 

In order to insure the effective execution of this program, the Secre- 
tary of State, the Secretary of War, the Attorney General, War Ship- 
ping Administrator and the Surgeon General of the Public Health 
Service shall appoint representatives to serve as members of an inter- 
departmental committee under the Chairmanship of the Commis- 
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization. 

EbvsRY S. Truman 
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226 Memorandum of Disapproval of Bill Reducing Certain 
Appropriations and Contract Authorizations for Fiscal 
Year 1946. December 23, 1945 

[ Released December 23, 1945. Dated December 22, 1945 ] 

I AM WITHHOLDING my approval of H.R. 4407, “Reducing cer- 
tain appropriations and contract authorizations available for the fiscal 
year 1946, and for other purposes.” 

It is with sincere regret that I am unable to approve this legislation. 
In response to my communication of September 5, 1945, and in con- 
formity with their own careful plans, the Appropriations Committees 
of the House and of the Senate held extended hearings and gave mature 
consideration to the readjustment of Executive programs and finances 
to the problems of the reconversion period. The Congress has acted 
expeditiously and considerately to develop the basis for the continuing 
peacetime operations of the Government. It has demonstrated a fine 
spirit of economy in reducing appropriations without complicating the 
delicate adjustment from wartime to peacetime functions, and without 
sacrificing the basic progress which has been made during the war years 
in the long-term development of Government activity. 

So far as the basic purpose of this bill rescinding appropriations is 
concerned, I am in thorough agreement with the action of the Congress. 
Far from wishing to sacrifice the care and effort which have gone into 
its development, I shall by Executive action preserve the full values of 
these rescission provisions in the exact terms which the Congress itself 
has approved. If these provisions stood alone I should gladly approve 
the bill. I have asked the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to place 
these rescission amounts in a reserve, non-expendable status, and so to 
advise the departments and agencies concerned. 

In addition to its effect on appropriations, however, the bill contains 
provisions which require our system of public employment offices — 
now unified in a single national system— to be broken up within 100 
days, and transferred to operation as 51 separate State and territorial 
systems. 

While I believe such a transfer should be made at the proper time, I 
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am convinced that this bill requires that it be made at the wrong time, 
and in the wrong way. Such a dispersion and transfer at this time 
would immeasurably retard our reemployment program. And as the 
basis for Federal-State cooperation, in a fundamental program of na- 
tional importance, the provisions of the bill dealing with the public 
employment ofl&ces are unsound and unwise from any point of view. 

So far as the riming of the transfer is concerned, the period designated 
by this bill— the next 100 days — ^is the most disadvantageous that could 
have been chosen. It will result in a disrupted and meffident employ- 
ment service at the very time when eflEdent operation is most vitally 
needed by veterans, workers and employers. 

Our local public employment ofl&ces are now, and will be during the 
next several months, in the midst of the peak work load in their history. 
This is because the ofl&ces are now engaged in counseling and placing 
millions of applicants who require individualized service. These appli- 
cants include able-bodied veterans seeking assistance in their readjust- 
ment to dvilian hfe, handicapped veterans requiring even more time 
and guidance in finding the jobs most suitable for them, and unem- 
ployed war workers who are confronted by difl&cult readjustments 
because of substantial reductions in job opportunities at their warrime 
skills and wage rates. 

At such a time, any change in management and direction is neces- 
sarily disruptive to the service. A change which would replace our 
present single and unified management by 51 separate managements 
would be very harmful. Even with every eflEort by the States to promote 
a smooth transition, the transfer of some 23,000 employees to new condi- 
tions of employment, and the adjustment of operations to the require- 
ments of 51 different State agencies, will inevitably cause confusion and 
delay. 

In my reconversion message of September 6 to the Congress, I pointed 
out our national responsibilities and problems in coimecrion with re- 
employment during the reconversion period. During this period, dis- 
placed war workers, and the veterans who are returning to civilian life 
at the rate of more than a million per month, will need and have a right 
to expect from their national government an effective job-counseling 
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and placement service. These problems and responsibilities cannot, in 
a period when mil l i ons of veterans and other workers are moving across 
State lines, be met adequately through 51 separate and independent 
public employment service systems, linked only by the necessarily re- 
mote and indirect influence of a Federal agency financing the State 
systems through grants-in-aid. 

For these reasons, I now repeat my recommendation that the trans- 
fer of our public employment offices to State operation be postponed 
until June 1947. The Administration is committed to returning the 
service to State operation, and that commitment will be carried through. 
But this is not the time. 

Apart from the timing of the transfer, the provisions of H.R. 4407 
which govern the basis for Federal-State cooperation in the maintenance 
of public employment offices do not assure that an adequate service 
will be available in all States. 

The bill provides for the operation of public employment offices by 
the States under rules and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Labor to carry out the provisions of the Wagner-Peyser Act. Operating 
costs would be met entirely by the Federal Government. These pro- 
visions of the bill would remain in effect for only a few months— the 
balance of the current year. 

The bill precludes the granting of funds to any State which is unable, 
or unwilling, to comply with the provisions of the bill or any require- 
ment of the Secretary of Labor pursuant to the provisions of the bill. 

A Federal-State cooperative program for a national system of public 
employment offices financed entirely by Federal funds must at least 
provide assurance as to two basic objectives: The Federal Goveriunent 
must be sure that the essential services are being provided through the 
States’ employment offices, and it must know that the offices are being 
operated with reasonable efficiency. Under such a program, the Fed- 
eral Goveriunent is not interested in prescribing minute or insignificant 
details concerning the State operation, but it does have a stake in the 
preservation of reasonable standards. 

H.R. 4407 provides no effective protection for this national inter- 
est. If any State, for any reason, cannot or does not meet the minimum 
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requirements, Federal grants cannot be made. But at the same time 
the Federal Government itself is precluded from continuing the opera- 
tion of public employment office facihties in the State. 

This means, in effect, that when there is a substantial failure to 
provide essential services or to meet minimum standards of efficiency, 
the Federal Government must choose between two alternatives which 
are both unsatisfactory. It must either acquiesce in the substandard 
operation — or, by withholding funds, it must deprive all of the State’s 
employers, workers, and veterans of a service they need and to which 
they are entitled. 

At a time of such acute emergency — ^when employment offices are 
needed to provide veterans with the services with which the Congress 
has required they be provided, and needed also to assist other unem- 
ployed workers in securing peacetime jobs — I cannot approve legisla- 
tion which, under some conditions, may offer only a choice between a 
substantially substandard service or no service at all. 

It seems clear to me that a matter of such grave importance as our 
public employment system deserves not only permanent legislation, but 
legislation carefully and separately considered. Issues of such a difficult 
and vital nature should not be dealt with as riders to appropriation bills. 

The fact is that our present legislation governing the operation of 
our cooperative Federal-State employment service system, enacted in 
1933, needs thorough revision in the Hght of changed conditions. Sev- 
eral bills now pending before both Houses of the Congress — H.R. 4437, 
S. 1456, and S. 1510 — ^are designed to accomplish this. Enactment of 
such permanent legislation is essential before a transfer back to State 
operation can be achieved in an efficient and orderly manner. 

Adequate and uniform standards of service must be maintained and 
proper security for the personnel of the organization itself must be 
provided in a permanent way, if it is to keep and attract the calibre of 
personnel able and eager to perform its important tasks. 

Only in this way can we provide a soimd and permanent basis for 
Federal-State cooperation in the maintenance of a postwar system of 
public employment offices which will meet the needs of veterans, em- 
ployers, workers, and the nation as a whole. 
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While I object to the specific measure which this bill proposes to 
carry out with respect to our employment service, I object even more 
strongly to the legislative method employed for its enactment. To 
attach a legislative rider to an appropriation bill restricts the Presi- 
dent’s exercise of his functions and is contrary to good government. 

In view of my past legislative experience, I realize the obligations 
of the President to the Congress as a coordinate branch of the Gov- 
ernment. At the same time, I must be equally aware of the Consti- 
tutional responsibility of the President to the people, and of the 
obligation of the Congress to help him discharge that responsibility. 

The Constitution has placed upon the President the duty of con- 
sidering bills for approval or disapproval. It has always been possible 
for the Congress to hamper the President’s exercise of this duty by com- 
bining so many subjects into a single bill that he can not disapprove 
an objectionable item without holding up necessary legislation. 

Partly in order to prevent this practice, it has long been considered a 
fundamental principle that legislation on a major issue of policy ought 
not be combined with an appropriation measure. The present bill 
directly violates that principle. I am obliged to withhold my approval 
to some very excellent legislation because of the objectionable practice 
which has been followed by attaching this rider which I cannot possi- 
bly approve. 

Harry S. Truman 


227 Address at the Lighting of the National Community 
Christmas Tree on the White House Grounds. 

December 24, 1945 

[ Broadcast nationally at 5:15 p.m. ] 

Ladies and gentlemen, and listeners of the radio audience: 

This is the Christmas that a war-weary world has prayed for through 
long and awful years. With peace come joy and gladness. The gloom 
of the war years fades as once more we light the National Community 
Christmas Tree. We meet in the spirit of the first Christmas, when the 
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midnight choir sang the hymn of joy: “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Let us not forget that the coming of the Saviour brought a time of 
long peace to the Roman World. It is, therefore, fitting for us to re- 
member that the spirit of Christmas is the spirit of peace, of love, of 
charity to all men. From the manger of Bethlehem came a new ap- 
peal to the minds and hearts of men: “A new commandment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another.” 

In love, which is the very essence of the message of the Prince of 
Peace, the world would find a solution for all its ills. I do not believe 
there is one problem in this country or in the world today which could 
not be settled if approached through the teaching of the Sermon on the 
Mount. The poets’ dream, the lesson of priest and patriarch and the 
prophets’ vision of a new heaven and a new earth, all are summed up in 
the message delivered in the Judean hills beside the Sea of Galilee. 
Would that the world would accept that message in this time of its 
greatest need! 

This is a solemn hour. In the stillness of the Eve of the Nativity 
when the hopes of mankind hang on the peace that was offered to the 
world nineteen centuries ago, it is but natural, while we survey our 
destiny, that we give thought also to our past— to some of the things 
which have gone into the making of our Nation. 

You will remember that Saint Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, and 
his companions, sujffering shipwreck, “cast four anchors out of the 
stern and wished for the day.” Happily for us, whenever the American 
Ship of State has been storm-tossed we have always had an anchor to 
the windward. 

We are met on the South Lawn of the White House. The setting is 
a reminder of Saint Paul’s four anchors. To one side is the massive pile 
of the Washington Monument— fit symbol of our first anchor. On the 
opposite end of Potomac Park is the memorial to another of the anchors 
which we see when we look astern of the Ship of State — ^Abraham Lin- 
coln, who preserved the Union that Washington wrought. 

Between them is the memorial to Thomas Jefferson, the anchor of 
democracy. On the other side of the White House, in bronze, rides 
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Andrew Jackson — ^fourth of our anchors — the pedestal of his monu- 
ment bearing his immortal words: “Our Federal Union— it must be 
preserved.” 

It is well in this solemn hour that we bow to Washington, Jefferson, 
Jackson, and Lincoln as we face our destiny with its hopes and fears — 
its burdens and its responsibilities. Out of the past we shall gather 
wisdom and inspiration to chart our future course. 

With our enemies vanquished we must gird ourselves for the work 
that lies ahead. Peace has its victories no less hard won than success 
at arms. We must not fail or falter. We must strive without ceasing to 
make real the prophecy of Isaiah: “They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 

In this day, whether it be far or near, the Kingdoms of this world 
shall become indeed the Kingdom of God and He will reign forever 
and ever. Lord of Lords and King of Kings. With that message I 
wish my countrymen a Merry Christmas and joyous days in the New 
Year. 


228 Letters to the Members of the Board of Directors on the 
Termination of the Smaller War Plants Corporation. 
December 27, 1945 

[ Released December 37, 1945. Dated November i, 1945 ] 

Hear Maury: 

As you know, in line with my reorganization plans, the Smaller War 
Plants Corporation’s functions are being transferred to other agencies. 
But there is one more job I would like for you to do for small business. 
It is in connection with little business in world trade. 

Sometime ago I authorized you to take a trip to the countries of the 
Pacific. The purpose of the Mission was to make a report to me con- 
cerning the development of small business in these countries and the 
possibility of stimulating international trade between them and small 
businesses at home. Particularly, I am interested in the development of 
American small business in the field of international trade. 
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The countries to be visited by you are the Philippines, China, Korea, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 

It is assumed, of course, that you will work closely with representa- 
tives of the Department of State in each country which you visit. 

I want to congratulate you on the job that you have done as Chair- 
man of the Smaller War Plants Corporation and for the work you have 
done for small business. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 

[Honorable Maury Maverick, Chairnaan and General Manager, Smaller War 
Plants Corporation] 

Dear Mr. Howington: 

Your excellent service with the War Production Board is well known 
to me. I, however, am especially mindful of the work you have done 
as a member of the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants Cor- 
poration from the very day of its inception. 

Small business is the keystone of the free enterprise system. I com- 
pliment you particularly on the work that you have done in the matter 
of war production and in harnessing the small plants of America for 
that purpose. 

In reorganizing the Government, we have concluded that it is appro- 
priate that the duties of the Smaller War Plants Corporation be taken 
over by other established branches of the Government. I am sure I will 
have your cooperation in this. 

Thanking you for yoiu: great service to America, I am 
Sincerely yours, 

HUrry S. Truman 

[Honorable James T. Howington, Vice Chairman, Board of Directors, Smaller 
War Plants Corporation] 

Dear Judge Rowe: 

This is to assure you of my appreciation for your work while a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants Corporation. 
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You, as a banker and as a lawyer, know the problems of email 
organizations. 

In reorganizing the Government, we have concluded that it is appro- 
priate that the duties of the Smaller War Plants Corporation be taken 
over by other established branches of the Government. I am sure I will 
have your cooperation in this. 

I wish to compliment and thank you for your period of service and 
to assure you that I deeply appreciate it. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable C. Edward Rowe, Member, Board of Directors, Smaller War Plants 
Corporation] 

Dear Pat: 

We all appreciate very much the fact that you came here to Washing- 
ton, leaving your heavy duties as President of the McDonough Steel 
Company, to serve on the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation. 

You have worked hard, you have done your duty, and it has been 
an aid of the first order to war production. 

Today I wrote your Chairman, Mr. Maury Maverick, about the 
study which I wished him to make in China. You are invited to go on 
this mission also, because of your knowledge of little plants, and be- 
cause of the fact that you understand industrial production from the 
smaller business viewpoint. 

I would like you to go with Mr. Maverick to assist him in making 
the report, which I know will be of great value. 

Again let me assure you of my appreciation of your great service 
to the Govermnent of the United States. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Patrick W. McDonough, Member, Board of Directors, Smaller War 
Plants Corporation] 
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Dear Larry: 

I remember with great pleasure the time we served together in the 
Congress of the United States. 

The Smaller War Plants Corporation, under present plans of reor- 
ganization, will have its powers assumed by other organizations. But 
I cannot fail to say to you that your work with the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation has been of great benefit to small business and the free 
enterprise system. I appreciate what you have done for a year as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation. 

With best personal good wishes, I am. 

Sincerely yours, 

ELurry S. Truman 

[Honorable Laurence Arnold, Member, Board of Directors, Smaller War Plants 
Corporation] 

note: Executive Order 9665 (3 CFR, Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
1943-1948 Comp., p. 480), providing and the Department of Commerce, was 
for the transfer of the functions of the released with the text of these letters. 
Smaller War Plants Corporation to the 


229 Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Extending 
the Second War Powers Act. December 28, 1945 

I HAVE TODAY signed H.R. 4780 extending, for six months, cer- 
tain titles of the Second War Powers Act. The continued exercise 
of these powers beyond December 31, 1945, although on a steadily de- 
creasing scale, is absolutely necessary in the interests of reconversion. 

The extension for only six months of the statute, and especially of 
those sections creating the priorities and allocations powers, will, how- 
ever, not meet the full need. We know that our economy will be 
plagued with major war-born shortages six months from now, and that 
the Government must have the means of dealing vtith these shortages. 
There must, therefore, be further legislation to cover the period after 
June 30, 1946. 

This further legislation should become law at the earliest possible 
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date, so that industry and Government will know as far in advance 
as possible the laws under which they are to operate, and can p lan 
accordingly. In the absence of specific legislation covering the latter 
part of 1946, the approach of June 30 will become an unsettling factor 
in the Nation’s economy and may well be accompanied by hoarding 
and by a tendency to delay production and distribution until the date has 
passed. Any such tendency would seriously hamp er reconversion and 
would add a new and dangerous inflationary factor to the many al- 
ready existing. 

I request, therefore, that the Congress consider and enact, at the 
earliest possible time, suitable legislation to extend the Government’s 
power to deal with shortages. 

note; As enacted, H.R. 4780 is Public proved a bill further extending the Seo- 
Law 270, 79th Congress (59 Stat. 658). ond War Powers Act (Public Law 475, 
On June 29, 1946, the President ap- 79th Cong., 60 Stat. 345). 


230 Letter to the Chairman, National War Labor Board, on 
the Establishment of the National Wage Stabilization 
Board. December 31, 1945 
Dear Mr. Garrison: 

I have your letter of December 27, 1945, pursuant to which, and in 
accordance with my letter to you of November 6, 1945, I am issuing 
an Executive Order terminating the existence of the National War 
Labor Board as of January i, 1946, and creating a National Wage 
Stabilization Board to carry on the stabilization functions required un- 
der the Stabilization Act of 1942. 

I am accepting as of December 31, 1945, the resignations of the mem- 
bers of the National War Labor Board who have heretofore been ap- 
pointed by the President. 

I wish to extend to all members of the National War Labor Board, 
to the members of its regional agencies and commissions, and to its 
staff in Washington and in the field, my thanks for the outstanding 
wartime job they have done in the last four years, under the most diffi- 
cult circumstances, in helping to maintain industrial peace, maximum 
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production, and wage stabilization. They have earned and thoroughly 
deserve the gratitude of their fellow citizens. 

I deeply appreciate the accomplishments of the Board, as summarized 
in your letter, and I shall await with interest the submission of your 
more detailed terminal report. 

Very truly yours, 

Haery S. Truman 

[Honorable Lloyd K. Garrison, Chairman, National War Labor Board] 

note: Mr. Garrison’s letter was released CFR, 1943-1948 Comp., p. 488) to- 
with the President’s reply. Also re- gether with a list of appointments to 

leased was the text of Executive Order the newly created Board and a list of 

9673 “Establishing the National Wage resignations from the National War 
Stabilization Board and Terminating Labor Board, 
the National War Labor Board” (3 
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April 

12 Statement by the President after taking the 
oath of office 

13 Messages to the President on the death of 
President Roosevelt 

14 White House statement on the forthcoming 
visit of Foreign Secretary Molotov 

16 Address before a joint session of the 
Congress 

17 Statement by the President upon signing 
bill extending the Lend-Lease Act 

17 Letter from Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

17 Address broadcast to the Armed Forces 

18 Statement by the President on the death of 
Ernie Pyle 

18 Statement by the President on the Senate’s 
approval of the water uulization treaty 
with Mexico 

19 Veto of bill for the relief of Ben Grunstcin 
(Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 3577 ) 

20 Telegram from James M. Cox requesting 
the release of Leonard Reinsch from the 
President’s staffi 

23 White House statement concerning discus- 
sions with Foreign Minister Molotov 

23 Joint statement with allied leaders warning 
against mistreatment of prisoners in 
Germany 

24 Special message to the Senate transmitting 
tax conventions between the United States 
and the United Kingdom 


April 

25 Address to the United Nations Conference 
in San Francisco 

26 Letter to Secretary Wallace requesting a 
study of the patent laws 

27 Statement by the President announcing the 
junction of Anglo-American and Soviet 
forces in Germany 

27 Letter to Edwin W. Pauley appointing him 
as the President’s personal representative 
on the Reparations Commission 

27 Statement by the President on announc- 
ing Mr. Pauley’s appointment to the Rqi- 
arations Commission 

27 Statement by the President announcing 
the appointment of Dr. Isador Lubm to 
the Reparations Commission 

27 Statement by Edwin W- Pauley following 
his appointment to the Reparations Com- 
mission 

30 White House release of summary of Judge 
Rosenman’s report on the needs of the 
liberated areas 

May 

I Statement by the President commending 
the Office of Price Administration 

I Letter to the Director, Office of War Mo- 
bilization and Reconversion, concerning 
key personnel of the war agencies 

1 Citation accompanying the Medal for 
Merit presented to Julius A. Krug 

2 White House statement on the proposed 
reduction of funds for ship construction 
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May 

2 Wliite House statement on the proposed 
reduction of funds for war agencies 

2 Statement by the President concernmg the 
termination of the Office of Civihan 
Defense 

2 Statement by the President on the sur- 
render of German forces m Italy 

2 Message to Field Marshal Alexander on 
the surrender of German forces m Italy 

2 Message to General Clark on the sur- 
render of German forces in Italy 

2 Statement by the President announcmg 
designation of Robert H Jackson as U.S. 
Chief of Counsel for the prosecution of 
war crimes 

2 Letter accepting resignation of Frank C. 
Walker, Postmaster General 

3 Veto of bill providing for the deferment 
of additional agricultural workers 

3 White House statement concerning price 
and distribution controls on meat 

3 Text of National War Labor Board order 
changmg terms and conditions of employ- 
ment at plants of United Engineermg Co., 
Ltd. 

4 Letter accepting resignation of Harry D. 
White, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 

5 Statement by the President concerning 
Philippme Independence 

6 Letter acceptmg resignation of Lt Col. 
Joseph V. Hodgson, U.S. Commissioner on 
the U.N. War Crimes Commission 

7 Statement by the President on the timing 
of the announcement of German surrender 

7 White House announcement of the Presi- 
dent’s scheduled broadcast on the surrender 
of Germany 

7 Letter, by direction of the President, from 
the chief admmistrative assistant to all 
Governors 

8 Broadcast to the American people announc- 
mg the surrender of Germany 


May 

8 Statement by the President calling for 
unconditional surrender of Japan 

8 Messages to Allied leaders and to General 
Eisenhower on the surrender of Germany 

9 Statement by the President upon sigrung 
bill extending the Selective Service Act 

10 Special message to the Congress transmit- 
tmg report on work of the District of Co- 
lumbia Juvenile Court 

12 Letter accepting resignation of Donald M. 
Nelson, Personal Representative of the 
President to other governments 

12 Letter to Edwin A. Locke, Jr., concernmg 
the mission to China established by Don- 
ald M. Nelson 

15 Statement by the President concerning 
freedom of the press m Germany 

15 Statement by the President on German 
reparations 

15 White House announcement of U.S. mem- 
bers of the Reparauons Commission 

15 Special message to the Congress transmit- 
ting report on War Production Board 

18 Statement by the President following a 
discussion with Foreign Mmister Bidault 
of France 

21 Remarks before the Congress on present- 
ing the Medal of Honor to Sergeant Jake 
W. Lindsey 

21 Special message to the Congress trans- 
mittmg annual report of the Alien Property 
Custodian 

22 Letters to heads of war agencies on the 
economic situation in the liberated coun- 
tries of northwest Europe 

23 Letter acceptmg resignation of Francis 
Biddle, Attorney General 

23 Letter acceptmg resignation of Frances 
Perkms, Secretary of Labor 

23 Letter accepting resignation of Claude R. 
Wickard, Secretary of Agriculture 

23 Letter acceptmg resignation of Marvin 
Jones, War Food Administrator 
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23 White House announcement of special mis- 
sions of Harry Hopkins and Joseph E. 
Davies to Moscow and London 

24 Speaal message to the Congress on the 
organization of the Executive Branch 

25 White House annoimcement of appoint- 
ment of Paul C. Stark as Director of Home 
Food Supply 

28 Special message to the Congress on un- 
employment compensation 

31 Letter accepting resignation of Stephen T. 
Early, Secretary to the President 

June 

1 Veto of bill for the relief of Captain Mil- 
lard L. Treadwell (Congressional Record, 
vol. 91, p. 5160) 

I Veto of bill for relief of Major William 
Peyton Tidwell (Congressional Record, 
vol. 91, p. 5460) 

I Special message to the Congress on win- 
ning the war with Japan 

I Letter declining to accept resignation of 
Samuel I. Rosenman as Special Counsel to 
the President 

I Citation accompanying presentation of the 
Legion of Merit to Prince Abdul Ilah of 
Iraq 

I Statement by the President concerning 
members of the Armed Forces held as 
prisoners of war 

I Statement by the President on tax evasion 

1 Letter to the Chairman, House Civil Serv- 
ice Committee, concerning reduction in 
hours of work 

2 Statement by the President on the continu- 
ing need for food 

4 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives on the defense aid program 

4 Letter from the Director of Bureau of the 
Budget transmitting estimate of defense aid 
requirements 


5 Letter to the Chairman, House Rules Cc«n- 
mittec, concernmg the Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice 

7 Statement by the President on the trans- 
portation problem 

7 I-etter to the Director, Office of Defense 
Transportation, concerning the rcd^Ioy- 
ment of the Armed Forces. 

7 Letter to Lt. Gen. William S. Knudson on 
his retirement from active duty 

7 Report from Mr. Justice Jackson concern- 
ing prosecution of war criminals 

7 Letter accepting resignation of Brig. Gen, 
Frank T. Hmes, Administrator of Veter- 
ans Affairs and of the Retraining and Re- 
employment Administration 

7 Letter accepting resignauon of Harry A. 
Millis, Chairman, National Labor Rela- 
tions Board 

7 Letter accepting resignation of Grover B. 
Hill, Under Secretary of Agriculture 

8 Statement by the President on the forth- 
coming visit of President Rios of Chile 

8 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal honoring Maj. Gen. Edwin 
M. Watson 

9 Statement by the President on paper 
conservation 

9 Letter accepting resignation of Guy M. 
Gillette, member, Surplus Property Board 

9 Letter accepting resignation of Ralph A. 
Bard, Under Secretary of the Navy 

1 1 White House statement on military budget 
for War Department 

12 Joint statement by Allied representatives 
concerning the Moscow consultations on 
Poland 

12 Letter to the President of the Senate and 
to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives on the salaries of Members of 
Congress 

13 Statement by the President concerning the 
Office of War Information 
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13 Statement by the President following the 
return of Harry Hopkms and Joseph E. 
Davies from Moscow and London 

15 Letter accepting resignation of Abner H. 
Ferguson, Commissioner, Federal Hous- 
ing Administration 

15 Letter accepting resignation of Lauchlin 
Cume, Administrative Assistant to the 
President 

1 5 Citation accompanying Medal for Merit 
awarded Rudolph Forster by President 
Roosevelt 

18 Statement by the President on driving 
safety 

19 Special message to the Congress on the 
succession to the Presidency 

22 Message from Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill on the U.S. victory in Okinawa 

23 Statement by the President upon signing 
bill continuing certam subsidy payments 

25 Letter accepting resignation of Benjamin 
W. Thoron, Administrator, Puerto Rico 
Reconstruction Admmistration 

26 Address in San Francisco at the closing 
session of the United Nations Conference 

26 White House statement announcmg ap- 
pointment of Solicitor General Charles 
Fahy as Director, Legal Division, U.S. 
Group Control Council in Germany 

27 Letter to Secretary Stettinius concerning his 
appointment as U.S. Representative to the 
United Nations 

28 Message from Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek on the achievements of the United 
Nations Conference 

28 Remarks upon receiving an honorary de- 
gree from the University of Kansas City 

29 Joint statement by the United States and 
the United Kingdom on the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Caribbean Commission 

July 

2 Address before the Senate urging ratifica- 
tion of the Charter of the United Nations 


July 

3 Veto of bill for the relief of William H. 
Shultz (Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 
7188) 

3 White House release of Secretary Schwel- 
lenbach’s General Order No. i 

3 Memorandum reduemg the workweek of 
Federal employees to 44 hours 

3 Letter accepting resignation of Harry L. 
Hopkins, Special Assistant to the President 

3 Statement by the President: the Fourth of 
July 

4 Statement by the President on the death of 
John Curtin, Prime Minister of Australia 

4 Statement by the President commending 
the work of the United National Clothing 
Collection 

5 Veto of bill for the relief of the Cowden 
Manufacturing Company (Congressional 
Record, vol. 91, p. 7226) 

5 Statement by the President announcing es- 
tablishment of diplomatic relations with 
the new Polish Government 

5 Exchange of messages with the Prime Min- 
ister of the Polish Provisional Government 
of National Unity 

5 Statement by the President following dis- 
cussions with Foreign Minister Sofianopo- 
ulos of Greece 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Thurman 
Arnold, Associate Justice, U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Owen J. 
Roberts, Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Henry Mor- 
genthau, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury 

6 Memorandum to Federal agencies on the 
handling of Government funds 

9 Veto of bill for the relief of John R. Jen- 
nings (Congressional Record, voL 91, p. 
7368) 

9 Veto of bill relatmg to law enforcement in 
the Distria of Columbia 
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II Letter accepting resignation of James M. 
Barnes, Administrative Assistant to the 
President 

13 Statement by the President: Bastille Day 

14 Letter to Secretary Morgenthau concern- 
ing the appomtment of Fred M. Vinson as 
his successor 

16 Statement by the President on the man- 
power needs of the western railroads 

17 Special message to the Congress on amend- 
ing the Surplus Property Act to provide 
for a single administrator 

17 Veto of bill for the relief of Philip Klein- 
man {Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 
7588) 

17 Letter to the President of the Senate and to 
the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives transmitting reports on foreign war 
relief activities 

19 White House statement concerning report 
“Science — ^The Endless Frontier” sub- 
mitted by the Director, Office of Scientific 
Research and Development 

20 Remarks at the raising of the flag over the 
U S. Group Control Council headquarters 
m Berlin 

20 Letter to David K. Niles, Administrative 
Assistant to the President 

24 Veto of bill for the relief of Leo Gottlieb 
(Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 8322) 

25 Letter read by Secretary Vinson at the Hu- 
manitarian Award Dinner of the Variety 
Clubs of America 

26 White House statement concerning wage 
increases for radio operators and armed 
guards of certain airlines 

27 Letter to Albcn W. Barkley on the eighth 
anniversary of his election as Majority 
Leader of the Senate 

31 Veto of bill authorizing the improvement of 
certain harbors 


August 

1 White House announcement concerning the 
celebration of the 150th anniversary of the 
Treaty of Green Villc 

2 Joint report with Allied leaders on the Pots- 
dam conference 

4 Veto of bill for the relief of the Southwest- 
ern Drug Company (Congressional Record, 
vol. 91, p. 8323) 

4 Veto of bill for the relief of the Morgan 
Creamery Company (Congressional Record, 
vol. 91, p. 8323) 

4 Veto of bill convejing certain property to 
Norwich University 

6 Statement by the President announdng the 
use of the A-bomb at Hiroshima 

9 Letter to the Chairman, War Production 
Board, on measures to speed reconversion 

9 Letter to Edward R. Stettinius appointing 
him U.S. Representative on the Preparatory 
Commission of the United Nations 

9 Radio report to the American people on 
the Potsdam conference 

13 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal presented to James F. Byrnes 

13 White House announcement of the forth- 
coming visit of President de Gaulle 

13 Statement by the President on the loth an- 
niversary of the Social Security Act 

14 Statement by the President announcing the 
surrender of Japan 

14 Text of Swiss note transmitting Japanese 
surrender message 

14 Statement by the President announcing a 
reduction in the draft 

14 Statement by the President commendmg 
Federal employees 

15 Messages to the President from Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, Gen. Henry H. 
Arnold, and Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richard- 
son, Jr. 

15 Statement by the President: the Jewish New 
Year 
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August 

1 6 Statement by the President proposing meas- 
ures to insure industrial peace in the recon- 
version period 

1 6 Letter accepting resignation of Miles F. Mc- 
Donald, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of New York 

1 6 Letter accepting resignation of Joseph C. 
Grew, Under Secretary of State 

17 Letter accepting resignation of J. C. 
Holmes, Assistant Secretary of State 

17 Letter accepting resignation of Archibald 
MacLeish, Assistant Secretary of State 

18 Messages from heads of state and govern- 
ment on the surrender of Japan 

21 White House statement concerning the 
President’s directive on the discontmuance 
of lend-lease operations 

23 Memorandum reducmg the workweek of 
Federal employees to 40 hours 

23 Memorandum by direction of the President 
on holidays to be observed by Federal 
agencies 

24 Memorandum concerning veteran prefer- 
ence in Federal agencies 

24 Citation accompanymg the Legion of Merit 
presented to President de Gaulle of France 

24 Citation accompanying the Legion of Ment 
presented to Georges Bidault, Mmister of 
Foreign Affairs of France 

25 Statement by the President on the 25th an- 
niversary of the Women’s Suffrage Amend- 
ment 

25 Statement by the President concerning vet- 
erans hospitals 

25 Letter accepting resignation of Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, Assistant Secretary of State 

25 Joint statement following discussions with 
President de Gaulle of France 

27 White House statement concerning the need 
for child care centers 

27 Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate and 
House Committees on Military Affairs on 
Army manpower requirements 
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August 

28 Memorandum on reimbursement of war 
contractors for wages covering August 15 
and 16, 1945 

29 Statement by the President concerning re- 
ports on the Pearl Harbor disaster 

29 White House announcement of the deci- 
sion of the President and the Prime Mm- 
isters of Great Britain and Canada to mam- 
tain Combmed Boards 

30 Letter to George E. Allen concernmg the 
hquidation of war agencies 

30 Statement by the President on the Pearl 
Harbor disaster 

30 Letter to Byron Price requesting him to 
study relations between U S. forces of oc- 
cupation and the German people 

31 Statement by the President upon signing 
order concerning Government information 
programs 

September 

1 Statement by the President: Labor Day 

1 Radio address to the American people after 
the signmg of the terms of unconditional 
surrender by Japan 

2 Radio address to the members of the Armed 
Forces 

5 Special message to the Congress transmit- 
ting a convention between the Umted States 
and Norway m setdement of claims 

5 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives transmitting proposed reduc- 
tions m appropriations for civilian war 
agencies 

5 Citation accompan3dng the Distinguished 
Service Medal presented to Harry L. 
Hopkins 

5 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal presented to Howard Brace 

6 Special message to the Congress presenting 
a 21 -point program for the reconversion 
penod 

6 Special message to the Congress transmit- 
tmg third report of the National Patent 
Plannmg Commission 
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September 

8 Letter to the Surgeon General concerning 
termination o£ the nurses traming program 

10 Citation accompanying the Medal of Honor 
presented to General Jonathan M. Wam- 
wright 

12 Letter accepting resignation of Elmer Davis, 
Director, Office of War Information 

12 Letter accepting resignation of Basil 
Manley, Chairman, Federal Power Com- 
mission 

12 Letter accepting resignation of Smith W. 
Purdum, Second Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral 

13 White House statement concerning the re- 
commissioning of the U.S.S. Williamsburg 
as the Presidential yacht 

13 Message to General Pershing on his 85th 
birthday 

13 Letter acceptmg resignation of Justin Miller, 
Associate Justice, U.S. Court of Appeals 

14 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives transmitdng proposed reduc- 
tions in appropriations for the Navy 

14 Letter accepting resignation of Edward 
Warner, member, CSvil Aeronautics Board 

17 White House announcement of appoint- 
ment of Paul H. Appleby as Assistant Di- 
rector, Bureau of the Budget 

17 Statement by the President on the Euro- 
pean relief and rehabilitation program 

18 Statement by the President on the libera- 
Uon of Korea 

19 Statement by the President concerning de- 
mobilization of the Armed Forces 

19 Letter accepting resignation of William H. 
Davis, Director, Office of Economic Stabili- 
zation 

20 White House statement concerning bill pro- 
vidmg for mcreased pensions for veterans 
with specific service-mcuued disabilities 

20 Letter accepting resignation of George W. 
Taylor, Chairman, National War Labor 
Board 


September 

20 I-etter accepting resignation of Henry L. 
Stimson, Secretary of War 

20 Letter to General Wilham J. Donovan on 
the termination of the Office of Strategic 
Services 

20 Letter to Secretary Byrnes concerning the 
development of a foreign intelligence pro- 
gram 

21 White House announcement of the appoint- 
ment of Raymond R. Zimmerman as Ad- 
mmistrativc Assistant to the President 

21 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal presented to Henry L. 
Stimson 

22 Statement of policy, approved by the Presi- 
dent, relating to postwar Japan 

23 Letter to Henry J. Kaiser callmg upon him 
to head the second United National Cloth- 
ing Collection campaign 

24 Message approved by the President concern- 
ing the extent of General MacArthur’s au- 
thority in Japan 

25 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives transmitting proposed reduc- 
tions in appropriations for the War 
Department 

2$ White House statement on the removal of 
German works art to the United States 

27 Telegram to the Governor of New York 
concerning the St. Lawrence Seaway and 
power projects 

27 Veto of bill for the relief of the city of 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

27 Letter accepting resignation of Leo T. 
Crowley, board member, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, and Administrator, 
Foreign Economic Administration 

28 Telegram from the Governor of New York 
concerning St. Lawrence River power de- 
velopment 

29 Statement by the President on announcmg 
the termination of the American Production 
Mission in China 
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September 

29 Letter to General Eisenhower concerning 
conditions facing displaced persons in 
Germany 

29 White House announcement of the forth- 
coming departure of Francis Biddle and 
Judge John J. Parker, member and alternate 
member of the International Military 
Tribunal 

29 White House statement on the President’s 
supplementary unemplo3nnent compensation 
proposal 

October 

1 Letter to Harry L. Hopkins concerning the 
Roosevelt National Memorial Committee 

2 Radio address opening the 1945 National 
War Fund Campaign 

3 Special message to the Congress on the St. 
Lawrence Seaway 

3 Special message to the Congress on atomic 
energy 

3 White House announcement of proposed 
reductions in appropriations for the Army, 
Navy, war agencies, and war-related 
activities 

3 White House announcement of the mem- 
bers of the U.S. Delegation to the Confer- 
ence of the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation of the United Nations 

3 Statement by the President concernmg the 
date for proclaiming Philippine inde- 
pendence 

3 I-etter accepting the resignation of Francis 
M. Shea, Assistant Attorney General 

4 Statement by the President concerning Gov- 
ernment operation of petroleum refineries 
closed by strikes 

4 Letter to the President of the Senate and 
to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives concerning Federal assistance for child 
care centers 

5 Remarks at the presentation of the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor to 14 members 
of the Navy and Marine Corps 


October 

5 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal presented to Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz 

5 Letter accepting resignation of J. Holmes 
Davis, member, National War Labor Board 

5 Letter accepting resignation of J. A. Krug, 
Chairman, War Production Board 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Frederick 
S- Fales, member, National War Labor 
Board 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Jesse Freidm, 
member. National War Labor Board 

7 Remarks at the Pemiscot County Fair, 
Caruthersville, Mo. 

9 Special message to the Congress transmit- 
ting 93d, 94th, and 95th Annual Reports 
of Panama Railroad Company 

10 Address and remarks at the dedication of 
the Kentucky Dam at Gilbertsville, Ky. 

10 Statement by the President on the 34th 
anniversary of the Chmese Republic 

1 1 White House statement announcing the ap- 
pointment of Lt. Gen. W. D. Morgan as 
Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean 
Theater 

11 Letter accepting resignation of Frank Mc- 
Carthy, Assistant Secretary of State 

12 Remarks on presenting the Congressional 
Medal of Honor to 15 members of the 
Armed Forces 

12 Letter to Representative Powell of New 
York regarding the refusal of permission to 
his wife for a concert in Constitution Hall 

16 Special message to the Congress on Puerto 
Rico 

16 Statement by the President following the 
visit of President Rios of Chile 

16 Letter from General Eisenhower reporting 
on the care and welfare of Jewish displaced 
persons in the U.S. zone of Germany 
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October 

17 Memorandum on the Community War 
Fund campaign in the National Capital 
area 

17 White House announcement of appropria- 
tions request for the resumption of pubhc 
works programs 

19 White House announcement of the designa- 
tion of Maury Maverick as the President’s 
Representative to present to San Francisco 
the flag flown over the Capitol in Washing- 
ton on the day the U.N. Charter was 
approved 

19 Statement by the President on appointing 
Fred Smith to head a public relations com- 
mittee for the Labor-Management Con- 
ference 

22 Statement by the President on the anni- 
versary of the founding of the Czechoslovak 
Republic 

23 Address before a joint session of the Con- 
gress on universal military training 

25 Statement by the President following dis- 
cussions with President Osmena of the 
Philippines 

25 Letter from William Green, Ira Mosher, 
Philip Murray, and Eric Johnston concern- 
ing the National Labor-Management Con- 
ference 

26 Letters to the High Commissioner to the 
Philippines and to the heads of Federal 
agencies recommending measures for the 
assistance of the Philippines 

27 Address in New York City at the commis- 
sioning of the U.S S. Franklin D, Roosevelt 

27 Address on foreign policy at the Navy Day 
celebration m New York City 

29 Letter to Dr. Lyman J. Briggs on his re- 
tirement as Director of the National Bureau 
of Standards 

30 Radio address to the American people on 
wages and prices m the reconversion period 

31 Letter from Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
on restoration of civil government in 
Germany 


"November 

I Special message to the Senate transmitting 
agreement on petroleum between the United 
States and the United Kingdom 

I Statement by the President on announcing 
the mission to Japan of Ambassador Edwin 
W. Pauley, personal representative of the 
President on reparations matters 

I Letter to Edgar F. Puryear on receivmg re- 
port of the Review Committee on Defer- 
ment of Government Employees 

I White House statement concerning the es- 
tablishment of the Franklin Delano Roose- 
velt Memorial Foundation 

5 Address at the opening session of the Labor- 
Management Conference 

7 Letter to the Chairman, House Appropria- 
tions Committee, concerning the need for 
additional funds for advance planning of 
pubhc works 

8 Message to the Congress transmitting re- 
port of the War Production Board covering 
operations under the Property Requisition- 
ing Act of 1941 

8 White House statement concerning the 
President’s flagship U.S.S. Wdliamshurg 

12 Message to the Congress transmitting Re- 
port of the Commission on the Erection of 
Memorials and Entombment of Bodies in 
the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater 

12 Veto of bill for relief of Daniel D. O’Con- 
nell and Almon B. Stewart (Congressional 
Record, vol. 91, p. 10609) 

13 Special message to the Congress on U.S. 
participation in the United Nations Rehef 
and Rehabilitation Administration 

13 Statement by the President on the problem 
of Jewish refugees m Europe 

13 Letter to Prime Minister Attlee concerning 
the need for resettlement of Jewish refugees 
in Palestine 

14 Letter to President Osmefla of the Philip- 
pines upon approving a bill of the Philip- 
pine Congress 
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November 

14 Letter accepting resignation of John J. 
McCloy, Assistant Secretary of War 

15 Statement by the President on the loth an- 
niversary of the Philippine Commonwealth 

15 Jomt declaration on atomic energy with the 
Prime Mimsters of Canada and the United 
Kmgdom 

16 Special message to the Senate transmitting 
a protocol to the extradition treaty between 
the United States and Canada 

19 Special message to the Congress recom- 
mendmg a comprehensive health program 

20 Statement by the President announcing 
changes m Army command 

21 Letter to General Kramer appointmg him 
U.S, representative in negotiations between 
Colorado and Kansas for division of waters 
of Arkansas River 

21 Letter accepting resignation of Robert A. 
Lovett, Assistant Secretary of War for Air 

21 Statement by the President concerning Gov- 
ernment operation of transit facilities in the 
District of Columbia 

23 Special message to the Senate transmittmg 
supplementary protocol to international 
whalmg agreement 

23 Letter from Crown Prince Olav of Norway 

23 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Crown Prince Olav of Norway 

27 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal awarded to Field Marshal Sir 
Henry M. Wilson 

27 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Lt. Gen. Sir Gordon N. 
Macready 

27 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Air Marshal Douglas Colyer 

27 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Fleet Admiral Sir James F. 
Somerville 


November 

27 Memorandum from Administrative Assist- 
ant R. R. Zimmerman concernmg the Fed- 
eral workweek during the holiday period 

28 Letter transmitting report on the occupa- 
tion of Germany to the Secretaries of State, 
War, and Navy 

28 Report by Byron Price on relations between 
the German people and the Amencan 
Forces of Occupation 

29 Statement by the President on the first 
hundred days of reconversion 

30 Letter to the President, Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Management, concernmg full 
employment 

December 

3 Special message to the Congress on labor- 
management relations 

3 Veto of bill granting benefits to enlisted 
men for foreign service between 1898 and 
1912 

3 Telegrams to management and labor lead- 
ers concerning industrial disputes involving 
the General Motors Corp. and the United 
States Steel Corp. 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Herbert E. 
Gaston, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 

5 Letter accepting resignation of Daniel W. 
Bell, Under Secretary of the Treasury 

6 Statement by the President upon signmg 
the Government Corporation Control Act 

7 Letter accepting resignation of Charles H, 
Houston, member, the President’s Commit- 
tee on Fair Employment Practices 

10 Joint statement with the Prime Mmisters 
of Great Britam and Canada concernmg 
removal of wartime trade controls 

10 Statement by the President concernmg the 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
(Palestine Commission) 
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December 

10 Letter accepting resignation of Artemus L. 
Gates, Under Secretary of the Navy 

12 White House statement clarifying news con- 
ference reply to question concerning ceiling 
prices on housmg 

12 Letter accepting resignation of Michael W. 
Strauss, Assistant Secretary of the Intcnor 

12 Letter accepting resignation of Harry W. 
Bashore, Commissioner of Reclamation 

12 Citation accompanying the Medal for Merit 
awarded to Henry Morgenthau 

12 Citation accompanymg the Medal for Merit 
awarded to Ralph K. Davies 

12 White House announcement of appointment 
of members of Committee to Coordinate 
Government Medical Services 

12 Memorandum report on housmg submitted 
by the Director of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion 

12 Letter to Wilson Wyatt appointing him 
Housmg Expediter 

14 Citation accompanying the Distmguished 
Service Medal awarded to Fleet Admiral 
Ernest J. King 

15 Statement by the President: United States 
Policy Toward China 

17 Veto of bill concernmg claim against the 
United States of the Eastern Contracting 
Co. (Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 
12202) 

17 Veto of bill raismg the rank of chiefs and 
assistant chiefs of naval bureaus 

18 Veto of bill for the relief of Dr. J. D. White- 
side and St. Luke’s Hospital (Congressional 
Record, vol. 91, p. 12266) 

18 Veto of bill for the relief of Saunders Me- 
morial Hospital (Congressional Record, vol. 
91, p. 12262) 

18 White House announcement of emergency 
board action on wage request for dining 
car chefs and cooks 


December 

19 Special message to the Congress rccom- 
mendmg the establishment of a Depart- 
ment of National Defense 

19 Special message to the Senate transmitting 
nommations of United States representa- 
tives to the Umted Nations 

19 White House announcement concerning 
forthcommg address by Wmston Churchill 
at Fulton, Mo. 

20 Statement by the President upon signing 
the Reorganization Act of 1945 

20 Statement by the President concerning the 
authority of factfinding boards to examine 
books of the employer 

20 Letter to Dr. Isaiah Bowman on Federal 
assistance for scientific research 

20 Letter to Senator Wagner and Representa- 
tive Manasco concernmg the full employ- 
ment bill 

21 Letter to the Admimstrator, Federal Works 
Agency, askmg him to head a conference 
on traffic safety 

22 Statement and direettve by the President on 
immigration to the United States of certam 
displaced persons and refugees in Europe 

22 White House announcement concernmg 
award of Legion of Merit to nme officers 
on duty in the White House map room 
during the war 

22 White House announcement of appoint- 
ment of Lt. Gen. Edmund B. Gregory as 
Chairman, War Assets Corporation 

23 Memorandum of disapproval of bill reduc- 
ing certam appropriations and contract au- 
thorizations for fiscal year 1946 

24 Address at the lighting of the national com- 
munity Christmas tree on the White House 
grounds 

27 Letters to the members of the Board of Di- 
rectors on the termmation of the Smaller 
War Plants Corporauon 

28 Statement by the President upon signing 
bill extending the Second War Powers Act 
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December 

29 Letter accepting resignation of Vice Ad- 
miral Howard L. Vickery, Vice Chairman, 
U.S. Maritime Commission 

31 Memorandum of disapproval of bill con- 
cerning a claim of Saunders Memorial Hos- 
pital (Congressional Record, voL 91, p. 
12549) 

31 Memorandum of disapproval of bill for the 
relief of R. W. Wood (Congressional Rec- 
ord, vol. 91, p. 12549) 


December 

31 White House announcement of members of 
factfinding board in the steel strike 

31 Letter to the Chairman, National War La- 
bor Board, on the establishment of the Na- 
tional Wage Stabilization Board 

31 Memorandum of disapproval of bill con- 
cerning a claim of the Eagle Packet Co., 
Inc. (Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 

12549) 
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PROCLAMATIONS 

.T ~ B R* 

No. Date Subject pa^e 

1648 Apr. 13 Announcing the Death of Frankim Delano Roosevelt . . 4009 

2.649 17 Mother’s Day . . .... 4185 

^650 May 5 National Rehabilitation Week . . . . . . 51^3 

1651 May 8 Victory in Europe; Day of Prayer ... ^163 

2.651 May 9 National Farm-Safety Week . . , . . . 5331 

1653 Emergency Board, Colorado & Wyoming Railway Company — 

employees . . . 5709 

1654 May i8 Flag Day , . . . .... . 6451 

1655 July 14 Alien enemies, removal of ... ... 8947 

1656 July 10 Air Force Day .... 9155 

1657 July 10 National Defense Pipe Line— The Texas Empire Pipe line Com- 

pany . * 92-55 

1658 July 31 Migratorv birds and certain game mammals, amendment of regu- 

lations relating to . . . . . 9759 

1659 Aug. 13 Santa Rosa Island National Monument, eliminating certain lands 

and reserving them for the use of the War Department for mili- 
tary purposes ... . . . . . 10175 

1660 Aug. 16 V-J Day of Prayer, Sunday, Aug. 19, 1945 . . loiii 

1661 Aug. 11 Fire Prevention Week . . 10957 

1661 Sept. 8 Alien enemies, removal of . . .... . ii^35 

2.663 Sept. II Maritime control areas, discontinuance of Casco Bay, Ports- 

mouth, N H., Boston, Cape Hatteras, and Key West areas . . 11735 

2.664 Sept. 7.1 National Employ the Physically Handicapped Week . 11157 

1665 Sept. i8 Columbus Day . 11301 

1666 Sept. 2.8 Immigration quotas for Austria and Germany , . . . 11301 

1667 Sept. 18 Continental shelf, policy of the United States with respect to the 

natural resources of the subsoil and seabed . . 1x303 

x668 Sept, i8 Coastal fisheries in certain areas of the high seas, policy of the 

United States with respect to . 11304 

1669 Sept. 19 Emergency period defined m section 114 of the Internal Revenue 

Code, end of ... . * IM 75 
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No. Dan Subject fage 

2.670 Oct. II General pTilaski’s Memorial Day 12.839 

1671 Oct. 31 Woman’s Enfranchisement Day 13679 

1672. Nov. 5 Armistice Day 1374^ 

z 673 Nov. li Thanksgiving Day 140^7 

1674 Dec. 7 Alien enemies, revocation of certain regulations relating to the 

control of 14345 

1675 Dec. zi International Load Lines Convention, revocation of proclamation 

suspending convention in ports and waters of United States . . 15365 

Z676 Dec. 24 Pardon, granting to certain persons who have served in armed 

forces of United States 1540^ 

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

9538 Apr. 13 Probational appointment of persons who lost opportunity for 

probational appointment because of entry into the armed 

forces, authorizing certification for 4057 

9539 Apr. 13 Warren, Avra M., reinstatement in the Foreign Service of the 

United States 4057 

9540 Apr. 17 Cities Service Refining Corporation, located in and around Lake 

Charles, La ; authorizing the Petroleum Administrator to take 
possession of and to operate the plants and facilities 4193 

9541 Apr. 19 Office of Surplus Property of the Procurement Division of the 

Department of the Treasury, transfer to the Department of 
Commerce . . 4Z53 

954Z Apr. Z3 United Engineering Company, Ltd., located at San Franasco, 

Calif.,* authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to take possession 

of and to operate the plants and facilities 4591 

9543 Apr. Z3 Reconstruction Finance Corporation, designation as the agency 

to act with respect to certain bonds, notes, and other securities 
acquired on behalf of the United States under the provisions of 
the Transportation Act, 19Z0 4413 

9544 Apr. Z5 Secretary of War authorized and directed to assume full control 

of a certain airport — Oregon 459Z 

9545 -^P^* ^7 comprising part of the Aiea Military Reservation, restora- 

tion to the use of the Territory of Hawaii 4685 

9546 May I Statistical transcript punch cards prepared from individual in- 

come tax returns, inspection by the Federal Security Agency . . 4787 

9547 May z Atrocities and war crimes against leaders of the European Axis 

powers and their principal agents and accessories, providing 
for representation of the United States in preparmg and prose- 
cuting charges 4961 
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Nff, Uan Subject page 

9548 May 3 Certain coal mines, Secretary of the Interior authorized to take 

possession of and to operate 5015 

9549 May 8 Talley, Mrs. Ruth W., and Mrs. Alice M. Grove, designation to 

sign land patents 5345 

9550 May 10 Aerial flights by personnel of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, 

regulations relating to 54^7 

9551 May 16 Water and sewerage systems installed by the United States in the 

aties of Panama and Colon, providing for the transfer to the 
Republic of Panama 5709 

95 5Z May 19 Cocker Machine and Foundry Company, located at Gastonia, 

N.C ; authorizing the Secretary of War to take possession of 

and operate the plants and fadlitics 5757 

9553 May zz Emergency board, creation to investigate a dispute between the 

River Termmal Railway Company and its employees .... 5889 

9554 May Z3 Motor carriers in and about the city of Chicago, IlL; possession 

and operation of property 

9555 May Z4 Emergency board, creation to investigate a dispute between the 

Elinois Central Railroad Company and its employees .... 6055 

9556 May z6 Court-martial cases, certain functions, duties, and powers of the 

President with respect to, providmg for the exercise of by the 
Secretary of War, the Under Secretary of War, the Secrct&ry 
of the Navy and the Under Seactary of the Navy 6151 

9557 May z6 Enlisted men of the Navy and Coast Guard specially qualified in 

the use of arms, prcsaibing regulations governing the pay- 
ment of addition^ compensation to; amendment of Execu- 
tive Order 9Z10 of August i, i94z 6153 

9558 May z6 Foreign Service, reinstatement of certain former officers .... 6153 

9559 May z8 Gaffney Manufacturing Company, located at Gaffney, S.C ; 

authorizing the Sccreury of War to ukc possession of and 
operate the plants and facilities 6187 

9560 June I Mary-Leila Cotton Mdls, Inc., located at Greensboro, Ga.; 

authorizing the Secretary of War to take possession of and 
operate the plants and facilities 6547 

9561 June I Allowances for quarters and subsistence to enlisted men, pre- 

scribing regulations governing the granting ofj amending 
Executive Order 9386 of October 15, 1943 ^547 

95 6z June 4 Office of Civilian Defense, termination of 6639 

9563 June 4 Navigation of the Panama Canal and adjacent waters, establish- 

ing rules governing; amendment of Rule 46 of Executive Order 

4314 of S^tember Z5, 19Z3 6639 

9564 June 5 Humble Oil and Refining Company located in Inglcsidc, Tex,; 

authorizing the Petroleum Administrator to take possession of 

and operate the plants and facilities ............ €791 
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95^5 5 Company, Cabin Creek Oil Field located at Dawes, 

W Va ; authorizing the Petroleum Administrator to take pos- 
session of and operate the plants and facilities 6791 

9566 June 5 Air-space reservation over portions of Ulster and Dutchess 

Counties, N Y ; revocation of Executive Order 9090 of March 

6, 1542- 6793 

9567 June 8 Alien Property Custodian, functions and duties with respect to 

property of Germany and Japan and nationals thereof further 
de^ed; amending Executive Order 9095, as amended by Execu- 
tive Order 9193 6917 

9568 June 8 Scientific information, providing for release of 6917 

9569 June 14 Corporation statistical transcript cards prepared from income 

and declared value excess profits tax returns, inspection by the 

Of&ce of Price Admmistration 72-3 5, 7317 

5570 June 14 Scranton Transit Company located in and about the city of 
Scranton, Pa.; possession and operation of the transportation 
system, plants, and facilities 72.35 

9571 June 15 Secretary of the Interior authorized to acquire and dispose of 

certain property 7315 

9572. June 15 Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad, possession, control, and 

operation 7315 

9573 Emergency board; aeation to investigate a dispute between the 

Georgia and Florida Railroad and its employees 7317 

9574 June 18 Diamond Alkali Company, located in or around Painesvillc, 

Ohio, authorizing the Secretary of War to take possession of 

and operate the plants and facilities 7435 

9575 2.1 Commissioned corps of the Public Health Service; declaration as 

a military service and prescribing regulations therefor .... 7895 

9576 June x8 Emergency board; creation to investigate a dispute between the 

Eric Railroad Company and its employees 8087 

9577 J^c 2.9 War Food Administration; termination, and transfer of functions 

to the Scaetary of Agriculture 8087 

9577A July 1 Texas Company, located in and around Port Arthur, Tex ; autho- 
rizing the Petroleum Administrator to take possession of and 
operate the plants and facilities 8090 

9578 June 30 Civil Service Commission, approving regulations under the Fed- 

eral Employees Pay Act of 1945 8191 

9579 3® Armed forces of the United States, extending the period of eligi- 

bility on Civil Service registers or lists of persons who serve 
with, amendment of Executive Order 8937 of November 7, 

1941 8196 

9580 June 30 PanamaCanalandthcPanamaRailroadCompany on the Isthmus 

of Panama, conditions of employment; amendment of Exccu 

tivc Order 1888 of February 2., 1914, as amended 8196 
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9581 June 30 Territorial War Labor Board for the Territory of Hawaii; juris- 
diction granted over voluntary wage and salary adjustments of 
employees in the Territory of Hawaii subject to the Railway 
Labor Act, amending Executive Order 92.99 of February 4, 

8197 

9581 June 30 Territory of Hawaii; restoring land for aeronautical purposes, 

and reserving land for military purposes 8197 

95^3 2. Clothing to kind or payment of cash allowances m lieu thereof to 

enlisted personnel of the Navy, the Coast Guard, tJie Naval Re- 
serve, and the Coast Guard Reserve; prescribing regulations 
governing the furnishing of; amendment of Executive Order 
9356 ofjune 24, 1943 8197 

9584 July 3 Canal Zone, employment in; suspension of ceruin statutory pro- 

visions relating to 8335 

9585 July 4 Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Inc., located at Akron, Ohio; 

authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to take possession of and 
operate the plants and facilities 8335 

9586 July 6 Medal of Freedom, establishment 85^3 

9587 July 6 Transportation of household goods, personal effects, and immedi- 

ate family of certain civilian personnel; regulations govemmg 
payment of expenses; amending Executive Order 8588 .... 8513 

9588 July 6 Emergency board; creation to investigate the disputes between 

the Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee Railroad Company 
and the Chicago, Aurora & Elgin Railroad Company and their 
employees 8599 

9589 July 16 Veterans, restricting competition in certain civil service examina- 

tions to 9063 

9589A July 19 Butadiene plant operated by Sinclair Rubber, Inc., at Houston, 

Tex.; authorizing the Petroleum Administrator to take posses- 
sion of and operate 8949 

9590 July 2.1 Coast and Geodetic Survey, establishment of awards 9x03 

9591 July XI Foreign Service Regulations of the United States, amending . . , 9x05 

9591 July XI Contractsof the Office of War Information and the Office of Alien 
Property Custodian, extension of the provisions of Executive 
Older 9001, of December xy, 1941 9x03 

959XA July X3 Ijos Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation at Los Ange- 
les, Calif.; authorizing the Scactary of the Navy to take posses- 
sion of and operate the shipyard; amendment of Executive Order 
94ooof December 3, 1943 97^3 

9593 ^5 Springfield Plywood Corporation, located at Springfield, Oreg. 

authorizing the Secretary of War to take possession of and 

operate the plants and facilities 9379 

9594 July x8 Federal Fire Council, Chief of Engineers, United States Army,, 

designated as a member in lieu of the Quartermaster General. . 9515 
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9535 July 30 United States Rubber G)iapany, located m or around Detroit, 

Mich.; authorizing the Secretary of War to take possession of 

and operate the plants and facilities . 9571 

9596 Aug. 13 Secretary of the Navy, officers to act as; revoking Executive Or- 

der 95x8 which provides for a change in the order of succession. 10071 

9597 Aug. 14 Overtime Wage Compensation, regulations; amending Executive 

Order 9240 loiii 

9598 Aug. 17 Classified status, granting of; conditions modffied 10158 

9599 Aug. 18 Assistance to expanded production and continued stabilization 

of the national economy during the transition from war to 
peace, and for the orderly modification of wartime controls over 
prices, wages, materials and facilities; provision for . . . . 1015 5 

9600 Aug. 18 Overtime wage compensation, regulations; amending Executive 

Order 9140 10158 

9601 Aug zi Overtime wage compensation, regulations, revocation of Execu- 

tive Order 9140 102.75 

9602. Aug. Z3 Illinois Central Railroad Company; possession, control, and oper- 
ation of the transportation system, plants, and facilities . . . 10957 

9603 Aug. 15 Property taken by the Government; termination of possession . 10960 

9604 Aug 2.5 Scientific information, providmg for the release of (extension and 

amendment of Executive Order 9568) 10960 

9605 Aug. 19 Armed forces, voluntary enlistments permitted in; revoking para- 

graph 4 of Executive Order 9179 of December 5, 1942. .... iiioi 

9606 Aug. 19 German Motor Vessel Carthta, adopting and ratifying the capture 

of IIIOI 

9607 Aug 30 Minimum wartime workweek of 48 hours discontinued, revokmg 

Executive Order 9301 of Feburary 9, 1943 11191 

9608 Aug, 31 Office of War Information; termination, and provision for the 

disposition of its functions and of certain functions of the Office 

of Inter- American Affairs 1 12.2.3 

9609 Sept. 5 National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, authorization to 

acquire and dispose of porperty 11379 

9610 Sept. 6 Administrator of Veterans* Affairs, authorization to acquire and 

dispose of property 11415 

9611 Sept. 10 Advisory Board on Just Compensation, reestablishment .... 11637 

9612. Sept. 12. Coffee, entry into the United States from coimtries signatories of 

the Inter-American Coffee Agreement; amending Executive 
Order 8901 prescribing regulations 11695 

9613 Sept. 13 Lands containing radioactive mineral substances, withdrawal and 

reservation for the use of the United States 11789 

9614 Sept. 14 War Refugee Board, termination of 11789 
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9615 Sept. 14 Distinguished Flying Cross; time limitations imposed by Execu- 

tive Order 4601 of March i, 192.7, made inapplicable to ccrcam 

cases 11789 

9616 Sept. 14 United States High Commissioner to the Philippine Islands . . 11837 

9616A Sept. 14 Public Health Service, acation of a special temporary position . 12^33 

9617 Sept. 19 Department of Labor, transfer of certain agencies and functions 

to 11919 

9618 Sept. 19 Puerto Rico Reconstruction Administration, appointment of 

Edwin G. Arnold, Director, Division of Tetritones and Island 
Possessions, Department of the Interior, as Administrator . . 11931 

9619 Sept. 19 Civil Service Rules, amending Subdivision VII of Schedule A . . 11931 

9610 Sept. 10 Office of Economic Stabilization; abolishment of, and transfer 

of functions to the Office of War Mobilization and Recon- 
version 11033 

9611 Sept. 10 Office of Strategic Services; termination of, and disposition of its 

functions 12033 

9611 Sept. 10 Federal statistical information which would give aid and comfort 
to the enemy, providmg uniform control over the publication 
and use of; revocation of Executive Order 9103 of March 18, 

194^ 

9613 Sept. 10 Foreign Service of the United States, reinstatement of Leland B. 

Morris 11035 

9614 Sept. 10 Foreign Service of the United States, reinstatement of Willys R. 

Peck 11035 

9615 Sept. II Office of Defense Transportation; further defining the functions 

and duties of; revoking Executive Order 9194 of January 4, 

1943 *^^73 

9616 Sept. 14 International Military Tribunal established for trial and punish- 

ment of major war criminals of European Axis; appointment of 

the member and alternate member for the United States . . . 11113 

9617 Sept. 24 Advisory Board on Just Compensation, reestablishment; amend- 

ing Executive Order 9611 of September 10, 1945 1x113 

9618 Sept. 15 Veterans’ Administration, authorizing the appointment to posi- 

tions of contact representative without regard to the require- 
ments of the Civil Service Rules 11157 

962.9 Sept. X5 Transportation, nonmilitary and nonnaval, on Army and Navy 

air transports, prcsaibing regulations govemmg; amending 
Executive Order 949X . 1x304 

9630 Sept, xy Foreign economic functions, and functions with respect to surplus 

property in foreign areas; redistribution .......... 12x45 

9631 Sept. x8 Office of Censorship, termination i 2 - 3 <H 
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xo F.K. 

N<?. VaU Subject ^age 

9631 Sept 2.8 Mineral deposits in Jefferson Parish, La , interest of the United 
States in; transfer of jurisdiction from the War Department to 
the Department of the Interior 12.304 

9633 Sept. i8 Continental Shelf, reserving and placmg certain resources of 

under the control and jurisdiction of the Secretary of the 
Interior 11305 

9634 Sept. i8 ’ Fishery conservation zones, providing for the establishment of . 11305 

9635 Sept. 2.9 Navy Department and the naval establishment, organization of . 

9636 Oct. 3 Holidays falling on Sundays, observance by Government 

agencies ^^543 

9637 Oct. 3 Medal for Merit 11543 

9638 Oct. 4 Civilian Production Administration; creation, and termination 

of the War Production Board 11591 

9639 Oct. 4 Plants and facilities used in the transportation, refining and proc- 

essing of petroleum and petroleum products, authorizmg the 
Secretary of the Navy to take possession of and operate . . . 11591 

9640 Oct. 5 Emergency board, creation of to investigate the disputes between 

the Railway Express Agency, Inc., and certam of its employees . 11613 

9641 Oct. 15 Vessels, sale of certain Navy combatant 11895 

964X Oct. 18 Clothmg in kind or payment of cash allowances in lieu thereof to 
enlisted personnel of the Navy, the Coast Guard, the Naval 
Reserve, and the Coast Guard Reserve; prescribing regulations 
governing the furmshing of; amendment of Executive Order 
9356 of June 14, 1943 11979 

9643 Oct. 19 Surplus property disposal functions of Commerce Department, 

transfer to Reconstruction Finance Corporation 13039 

9644 Oct. 19 Civil Service Commission, authorization to confer a competitive 

classified civil service status upon certain disabled veterans . , 13095 

9645 Oct. X4 Authority conferred by Executive Order 9489 of October 18, 1944, 

termination of 13155 

9646 Oct. 15 Coat of Arms, Seal, and Flag of the President of the United 

States 1339Z 

9647 Oct. 15 Foreign trade agreements, regulations relating to the givmg of 

public notice and the presentation of views in connection 

with 13351 

9648 Oct. Z5 Matagorda Bay Defensive Sea Area, discontinuance 13351 

9649 Oct. 19 OflSice of Fishery Coordination, termination of 13431 
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No, Daft Subject pa^e 

9650 Oct. 19 Portland, Maine; Portsmouth, N.H., Boston, Mass.; Narragan- 

sett Bay; New London, Conn ; New York Harbor; Delaware 
Bay and River, Chesapeake Bay-Norfolk; Charleston Harbor; 
and Buzzards Bay and Vineyard Sound Defensive Sea Areas, 
discontinuance 13451 

9651 Oct. 30 Assistance to expanded production and continued stabilization 

of national economy durmg the transition from war to peace, 
and for orderly modification of wartime controls over prices, 
wages, materials and facilities; amending Executive Order 
9599 13487 

9651 Oct. 31 Department ofState, authorization of the appointment of certain 

personnel 13581 

9653 Nov. I Civil service rules, amending Schedules A and B 13619 

9654 Nov. 3 German steamship ** Milwaukee**; adoption and ratification of 

capture 13679 

9655 Nov. 14 Public Health Service; regulations relating to commissioned 

officers and employees 14111 

9656 Nov. 15 Shipbuilding Stabilization Committee, transfer from Civilian 

Production Administration to Labor Department 14173 

9657 Nov. 16 Greece, providing for the representation of the United States in 

the observation of elections i4M3 

9658 Nov. II Capital Transit Company, Washington, D.C., possession, con- 

trol, and operation of the transportation system, plants, and 
facilities 1435^ 

9659 Nov. XI Indian lands; extension of trust periods expiring during calendar 

year 1946 14353 

9660 Nov,x 9 Japan, charges of war crimes against major leaders and their 

principal agents and accessories, conferring certain authority 

upon the chief of counsel in preparation and prosecution of . 14591 

9661 N0V.X9 Great Lakes Towing Company, Cleveland, Ohio, possession, 

control, and operation of the transportation system, plants, and 
facilities 1459^ 

9661 Nov. 19 Civil service exammatons, certain; restriction of competition 

to veterans 14653 

9663 Nov. 30 Emergency board, creation to investigate a dispute between the 

Texas & New Orleans Railway Company and Hospital Associ- 
ation of the Southern Pacific Lines in Texas and Louisiana, and 
certain of its employees 14683 

9664 Dec. 18 Fair Employment Practice Committee, continuing the work of. . 15301 

9665 Dec i7 Smaller War Plants Corporanon, transfer of functions to the 

Reconstruction Finance Corporation and the Department of 

Commerce L 5365 » 

11 F.R. 3 

6ir 



Appendix B 


PRESmENTIAL DOCUMENTS OTHER THAN 
PROCLAMATIONS AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

xo 

Dafe Subject fage 

Apr. 13 Order. Closing of Executive Departments and Agencies Saturday afternoon, 

Apr. 14 4011 

Apr. 13 Order. Display of flags at half-staflF on all public buildings until close of 

Monday, May 14 4011 

Aug 15 Directive: Censorship, Office of; cessation of certain activities 11181 

Sept. II Letter. World War II, designation of; approval of recommendation of War 

and Navy Departments. 11881 

Sept. 13 Regulation* Regulations under Federal Employees Pay Act of 1945; addi- 
sional within-grade salary advancements as rewards for superior accom- 
plishment, granting of 12.593 

Dec. 14 Appointment Factfinding board in General Motors dispute 15105 
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Appendix C — ^Presidential Reports to 
the Congress, 1945 


Subject 

Published 

Sent to the 
Congress 

of 

Whm 

House 

release 

Report covering the Juvenile Court for the District 
of Columbia for fiscal year 1543-1544 ..... 

H, Doc. 173 

May 10 

May 10 

Report of the War Production Board covering 
operations under the Property Requisitioning 
Act, for the period October 16, 1544, through 
April 15, 1545 

H. Doc. 178 

May 15 

May 15 

Report of the Alien Property Custodian under the 
Trading With the Enemy Act, for the period 
June 30, 1543, to June 30, 1544 

H. Doc. 184 

May XI 

May XI 

Nineteenth Annual Report on Lend-Lease Opera- 
tions for the period ended March 31, 1545 . • • 

H. Doc. 189 

May XI (H) 

• • • • 

United States Participation in Operations of 
UNRRA: 

Third Annual Report 

H. Doc 151 

May X4 (S) 

June 30 

• • • • 

• • • • 

Fourth Annual Report 

H. Doc. 309 

Octs II 

• • • • 

Report of the American Red Cross and the War 
Refugee Board reflecting war relief operations 
for the period July 1540 through April 30, 1545 . 

H. Doc. 

Mr ^7 

July 17 

Third Annual Report of the National Patent 
Planning Commission 

H. Doc. x83 

Sept. 6 

Sept* 6 

Ninety-third, Ninety-fourth, and Ninety-fifth 
Annual Reports for the Board of Directors of the 
Panama Railroad Company for the fiscal years 
ended June 30, I54^, 1943, and 1944 


Oct. 9 

Oct. 9 

Report of the War Production Board covering 
operations for the period fi-om April 16, 1945, 
through October 15, 1945 

H. Doc. 375 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 8 

Annual Report of the Commission on the Erection 
of Memorials of the Entombment of Bodies in the 
Arhngton Memorial Amphitheater 

H. Doc 376 

Nov. IX (H) 
Nov. 13 (S) 

Nov, IX 
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Appendix D — Rules Governing This 
Publication 

[Reprinted from the Federal Register, vol. 24, p. 2354, dated March 26, 1959] 


TITLE I--GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Chapter I — ^Administrative Committee of the Federal Register 


PART 32— PUBLIC PAPERS OF THE PRESI- 
DENTS OF THE UNITED STATES 

PUBLICATION AND FORMAT 

Sec. 

32.1 Publication required. 

32.2 Coverage of prior years. 

32.3 Format, indexes, ancillaries. 

SCOPE 

32.10 Basic criteria. 

32.11 Sources. 

FREE DISTRIBUTION 

32.15 Members of Congress. 

32.16 The Supreme Court. 

32.17 Executive agencies. 

PAID DISTRIBUTION 

32.20 Agency requisitions. 

32.21 Extra copies. 

32.22 Sale to pubhc. 

Authority: §§ 32.1 to 32.22 issued under 
sec. 6, 49 Stat. 501, as amended; 44 U.S.C. 
306. 

Publication and Format 

§ 32.1 Publication required There shall 
be published forthwith at the end of each calen- 
dar year, beginmng with the year 1957, a spe- 
cial edition of the Federal Register designated 
‘Tublic Papers of the Presidents of the United 
States.** Each volume shall cover one calendar 
year and shall be identified further by the 
name of the President and the year covered. 

§ 32.2 Coverage of prior years. After con- 
ferring with the National Historical Publica- 
tions Commission with respect to the need 
therefor, the Administrative Committee may 
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from time to time authorize the publication of 
similar volumes covenng specified calendar 
years pnor to 1957. 

§ 32.3 Format, indexes, ancUlaries. Each 
annual volume, divided into books whenever 
appropriate, shall be separately published in 
the bindmg and style deemed by the Admin- 
istrative Committee to be suitable to the dignity 
of the office of President of the United States. 
Each volume shall be appropriately indexed 
and shall contain appropriate ancillary infor- 
mation respecting significant Presidential docu- 
ments not published in full text. 

Scope 

§ 32.10 Basic criteria. The basic text of 
the volumes shall consist of oral utterances by 
the President or of writings subscribed by him. 
All materials selected for inclusion under these 
criteria must also be in the public domain by 
virtue of White House press release or other- 
wise. 

§ 32.11 Sources, (a) The basic text of the 
volumes shall be selected from the official text 
of: (i) Communications to the Congress, (2) 
public addresses, (3) transcripts of press con- 
ferences, (4) public letters, (5) messages to 
heads of state, (6) statements released on mis- 
cellaneous subjects, and (7) formal executive 
documents promulgated in accordance with 
law. 

(b) Ancillary text, notes, and tables shall be 
derived from official sources only. 

Free Distribution 

§ 32.15 Members of Congress, Each Mem- 
ber of Congress shall be entitled to one copy 
of each annual volume upon application there- 
for in writmg to the Director. 
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§ 32.16 The Supreme Court. The Su- 
preme Court of the United States shall be en- 
titled to twelve copies of the annual volumes. 

§ 32.17 Executive agencies. The head of 
each department and the head of each inde- 
pendent agency m the executive branch of the 
Government shall be entitled to one copy of 
each annual volume upon application therefor 
m writing to the Director. 

Paid Distribution 

§ 32.20 Agency requisitions. Each Federal 
agency shall be entitled to obtain at cost copies 
of the annual volumes for official use upon the 
timely submission to the Government Printing 
Office of a pnnting and bmding requisition 
(Standard Form No. i). 

§ 32.21 Extra copies. All requests for ex- 
tra copies of the annual volumes shall be ad- 
dressed to the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printmg Office, Washington 25, 
D.C, Extra copies shall be paid for by the 
agency or official requesting them. 

§32.22 Sale to public. The annual vol- 
umes shall be placed on sale to the public by 


the Superintendent of Documents at prices 
determined by him under the general direction 
of the Admmistrative Committee. 

« * * « * 
Administrative Committee of 
THE Federal Register, 

Wayne C. Grover, 

Archivist of the United States, 
Chairman, 

Raymond Blattenberger, 

The Public Printer, 
Member, 

William O. Burtner, 
Representative of the Attorney 

General, Member, 

Approved March 20, 1959. 

William P. Rogers, 

Attorney General, 

Franklin Floete, 

Administrator of General Services. 

[F.R. Doc. 59-2$iy; Filed, Mar. 25, 1959; 
8:45 am.] 
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INDEX 

[Main references are to items except as otherwise indicated] 


A-bomb. See Atomic bomb 
Abdul Ilah, Legion of Merit, citation, 

47 

Accidents, trafiSc, 62, 208 [10], 224 
Acheson, Dean, 150 
News conference remarks on, 106 
[ii], 208 [12] 

Addresses, remarks, etc., on commemo- 
rative or dedicatory occasions 
Bastille Day, 81 

Chinese Republic, 34th anniversary, 
166 

Czechoslovak Republic, anniversary 
of independence, 173 
FranJ(lin D. Roosevelt, aircraft car- 
rier, commissioning, 177 
Kentucky Dam, dedication, 165 
Addresses or remarks at presentation 
ceremonies 

Congressional Medal of Honor pres- 
entations, See Medals, presen- 
tation 

Honorary degree from University of 
Kansas City, 68 

White House correspondents gift of 
money to Warm Springs Foun- 
dation, acceptance, 208 [i] 
Admiralty Islands, 45 
Advisory Commission to the Council 
of National Defense, 55 
Afforestation, 165 

Africa, invasion of North Africa, 

45. 178 

Agricultural products, price supports, 
42 

Agricultural research, 128 
Agricultural workers, deferment, veto, 

23 

Agriculture, 38, 128 
Philippines, agrarian reform, 176 


Agriculture, Department of, 128, 135 
Hill, Grover B., 52 [7] 

Agriculture, Secretary of (Clinton P. 
Anderson), 193 [9] 

Agriculture, Secretary of (Claude R. 
Wickard), resignation, 40 [i], 44 
[ 6 ] 

Letter, 38 

Ahern, James T., 163 
Air Force, Department of the, 218 n. 
Air forces, U.S. 45, 178 
Department for, proposed, 218 
Air power, U.S., 45, 178, 218 
Air Transport Command, 45 
Air travel priorities, termination, 129 
[i] 

Aircraft, military 
Bombers, 45 

C~54, gift to General de Gaulle, 147 

[3] 

Transport planes, 45 
Airport construction, 128 
Alabama, Repr. Carter Manasco, 175 
[18], 208 [14], 221 [2], 222 
Alaska 

Gruening, Gov. Ernest, 64 [3] 
Highway, 64 [3], 175 [12] 

Road Commission, 64 [3] 

Statehood, 147 [23] 

Albania, relief for, 186 
Aleutian Islands, battle, 45 
Alexander, Field Marshal, message, 21 
Alien property, Philippines, 176 
Alien Property Custodian (James E. 

Markham), letter, 176 
Aliens, migrating to U.S. from Europe, 
225 

Allen, George E., 116 n. 

Appointment as Personal Represent- 
ative on liquidation of war agen- 
cies, letter, 117 
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[Main references are to items except as otherwise indicated] 


Allied leaders 

Joint report on Potsdam conference, 

91 

Joint statement against mistreatment 
of prisoners held in Germany, 9 
Aluminum plants, Government-owned, 
172 [7] 

Amalgamated Association of Street, 
Electric, Railway and Motor Coach 
Employees, Div. 689, strike, 195 
American Legion, 163, 202 [2] 
American Production Mission in China, 
termination, statement, 15 1 
American Red Cross, report on foreign 
relief activities, 85 
American Republics, 120 
Amphibious operations, 45, 178 
Anderson, Repr. Clinton P. 
Appointment as Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, 40 [i] 

See also Agriculture, Secretary of 
(Clinton P. Anderson) 

Angaur island, U.S. capture of, 161 
Anglo-American-Canadian declaration 
on atomic energy, 193 [7, 8, 10] 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
(Palestine commission), 187 
Members, question of, 193 [6], 202 
[4, 8], 208 [4] 

Statement, 210 

Anglo-American financial and trade 
conference, 202 [10] 
Anglo-American petroleum agreement, 
214 

News conference remarks, 76 [9], 

107 [3] 

Annapolis, centennial, 132 [9] 
Antisubmarine warfare, 45 
Antitrust laws, ii 
Appointments, letters, etc. 

Allen, George E., Personal Represent- 
ative on liquidation of war agen- 
cies, 1 17 
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Appointments — Continued 
Jackson, Robert H., U.S. Chief of 
Counsel, war crimes trials, 22 [5] 
Klramer, Gen. Hans, U.S. Represent- 
ative in Colorado-Kansas nego- 
tiations for division of waters of 
Arkansas River, 194 
Lubin, Isador, Reparations Commis- 
sion, 14 

Pauley, Edwin W., Personal Repre- 
sentative on Reparations Com- 
mission, 13 

Price, Byron, Personal Representative 
to study relations between U.S. 
occupation forces and German 
people, 1 19 

Stettinius, Edward R., Jr., U.S. Rep- 
resentative on the Preparatory 
Commission of the United 
Nations, 96 

Wyatt, Wilson, Housing Expediter, 
212 

Appropriations 

Certain, for fiscal year 1946, 226 
Civilian war agencies, 124 
Defense aid program, 50 
Navy, 134 

War Department, 146 
Approval of acts of Congress, state- 
ments. See Legislation, statements 
upon approval 
Aquitania, 45 
Arab States, 106 [18] 

Arabia. See Saudi Arabia 
Arabs, 187, 210 
Argentina, 157 [8] 

Ibarra Garcia, Oscar (Ambassador to 
U.S.), 22 [13] 

Arkansas, 147 [9], 163 
Fulbright, Sen. J. William, 69, 202 

[14] 

Laney, Gov. Ben, 147 [9] 
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Arkansas River 

Colorado-Kansas negotiations for 
division of waters, 194 
Development, 128 

Armed forces, U.S,, 34, 44 ftn. (p. 77), 
45 > 58 > 93 > 98, 10 125, 
154, 158, 192, 217 
Addresses, 5, 123 

Congressional Medal of Honor pres- 
entations, 160, 167 
Deaths from sickness, 45 
Demobilization, 107 [17], 128, 178, 
201 n,, 202 [3], 218 
Statement, 138 
Enlistments, 128 
In China, 216 

In Germany, 193 [ii], 201, 202 [9] 
Junction with Soviet forces, 12 
In Japan, 137 [9, 12], 138 
News conference remarks, 44 [2], 52 
[3], 107 [17], 137 [9, 12], 193 
[ii], 202 [3, 9, 16], 208 [16], 
221 [5] _ _ 

Personnel policies, 218 
Redeployment to Pacific theater, 45, 

52 [ 3 ]> 53»54 
Reserves, 174 
Supplies for, 45, 49 
Unification, 202 [16], 208 [16], 221 

[5] 

Message to Congress, 218 
See also Military personnel 
Army, 34, 41, 45, 57, 128, 139, 142, 178, 
192, 215, 218 
Air forces, 45 
Atomic bomb program, 93 
Deaths from sickness, 45 
Demobilization, 45, loi, 137 [9], 138, 
146 n. 

Manpower requirements, letter, 114 
News conference remarks, 22 [17]? 
44 [3L 10^ [19]? [ 5 > 

12, 14, 17], 129 [10], 137 [9] 


Army — Continued 

Operation of Montgomery Ward, 22 

[17] 

Personnel policies, 218 
Postwar organization, 174 
Procurement program, 126 
Reduction in forces, 45, 10 1 
Report on Pearl Harbor attack, 116, 
118 [5, 12, 14, 17], 129 [10] ^ 
Retired enlistees, credit for foreign 
service, veto, 205 
Service forces, 45 
Army, Department of the, 218 n. 
Army-Navy football game, 202 [ 16] 
Army Personnel Centers, 45 
Army Separation Centers, 45 
Army Transportation Corps, 45 
Arnall, Ellis, 129 [13] 

Arnold, Gen. Henry H., 2, 45, 193 [3] 
Arnold, Laurence, letter, 228 
Arnold, Thurman, 132 [ i ] 

Association of American Railroads, 221 

[9] 

Atkins, T. A., Congressional Medal of 
Honor presentation, 167 n. 

Atlantic Charter, 177 
Atlantic naval campaign, 45 
Atomic bomb, 122, 155, 191 
Control, 97, 156, r78, 164 [4], 175 

[14] 

Development, 93, 97, 164 [9], 179, 
193 [8, 10] 

Information, secrecy, 164 [i, 4, 9], 
175 [14], 193 [10], 208 [8] 
Manhattan project, 106 [2] 

News conference remarks, 106 [2], 
147 [7, 21], 157 [4, 17, 18], 164 
[i, 4 > 9 ]» 172 [12]. 175 [14]. 
193 to]. 208 [8] 

Use in war against Japan, 97, 156,. 
163, 174, 178 
Statement, 93 
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Atomic energy, 128 
“Big Three” conference, question of, 
181 [3], 208 [2] 

Commission for control of, proposed, 
93 > 157 Ul 193 [ 8 ] 

Development, 156, 163, 181 [3] 
May-Johnson bill, 172 [15] 
International cooperation, 156, 178, 

m [ 7 ^ 8 ] ^ 

Joint declaration with Prime Minis- 
ters of U.K. and Canada, 19 1 
Message to Congress, 156 
News conference remarks, 106 [2], 

157 [4]. 172 [15]. 181 [3], 193 

[7,8, 10], 208 [2] 

Peaceful uses, 106 [2], 157 [4], 165, 

181 [3], i 9 i>i 93 [io] 

Quebec agreements, 18 1 [3] 
Research, 93, 156, 193 [10] 

Atomic energy bill, May-Johnson, 172 

[15] 

Attlee, Clement R. (Prime Minister of 
Great Britain), 97, 107 ftn. (p, 
234), 187 

Joint declaration on atomic energy, 
191 

Joint report on Potsdam conference. 

Joint statement on removal of war- 
time trade controls, 209 
Letter, 188 

News conference remarks on, 106 
[8], 107 [18], 172 [10], 181 [3, 
8 ] 

Attorney General (Francis Biddle), 
resignation, 40 [i] 

Letter, 36 

Attorney General (Tom C. Clark), 172 

[9] 

Letter, 176 
Memorandum, 225 


Attorney General — Continued 
War powers and war agencies, stat- 
utes governing, report, 128 and 
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